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THE  EDWIN  SMITH  PAPYRUS 

An  Egyptian  Medical  Treatise  of  the  Seventeenth 
Century  before  Christ 


In  the  middle  of  the  twenty-eighth  century  before  Christ  the 
Pharaoh  Neferirkere  was  one  day  inspecting  a new  building  in  course 
of  construction  under  the  superintendence  of  the  chief  architect 
Weshptah.  The  king  and  his  court  were  all  admiring  the  work  and 
the  Pharaoh  was  turning  with  words  of  praise  to  his  faithful  minister, 
when  he  suddenly  noticed  that  Weshptah  was  unable  to  hear  the 
words  of  royal  favor.  1 he  king  s exclamation  alarmed  the  courtiers. 
The  stricken  minister  was  quickly  carried  to  the  court  and  the 
priests  and  the  chief  physicians  were  hurriedly  summoned.  “His 
majesty  had  brought  for  him  a case  of  writings.  . . . They  said 
to  his  majesty  that  he  was  lost.”  Such  are  the  words  of  the  ancient 
inscription  in  which  the  incident  is  recorded.  1 he  king,  smitten 
with  sorrow,  can  only  retire  to  his  chamber  in  prayer  and  order 
sumptuous  arrangements  for  the  great  man’s  interment. 

The  mortuary  inscription  of  Weshptah  which  thus  narrates  his 
death  incidentally  furnishes  us,  therefore,  the  earliest  historical 
reference  to  medical  literature.  Unhappily  none  of  the  books  as 
old  as  those  which  the  Pharaoh’s  physicians  consulted  on  behalf  of 
the  dying  royal  architect  has  survived  to  our  day.  A thousand  years 
after  the  incident  above  narrated— that  is,  at  the  dawn  of  the 
Egyptian  Empire  or  later — the  Egyptian  physicians  endeavored 
to  give  authority  to  the  medical  literature  they  used  by  representing 
it  as  having  descended  from  the  venerable  Pharaohs  of  even  earlier 
days  than  those  of  the  dying  architect  of  Neferirkere.  The  London 
Medical  Papyrus,  a worthless  compilation  of  medical  magic,  in- 
forms us:  “This  book  was  found  in  the  night,  having  fallen  into  the 
court  of  the  temple  in  Chemmis(?)  as  secret  knowledge  of  this 
goddess  (Isis)  by  the  hand  of  the  lector  of  this  temple.  Lo!  this 
land  was  in  darkness  and  the  moon  shone  on  every  side  of  this  book. 
It  was  carried  as  a marvelous  thing  to  the  majesty  of  King  Khufu 
(Cheops).”  Similarly,  a section  of  the  Berlin  Medical  Papyrus 
claims  to  have  been  “found  in  ancient  writings  in  a chest  containing 
documents  under  the  feet  of  Anubis  at  Letopolis  in  the  time  of  the 
majesty  of  King  Usephais,  deceased;  after  his  death  it  was  brought 
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to  the  majesty  of  King  Sened,  deceased,  because  of  its  excellence.” 

If  we  were  to  accept  these  last  two  statements  as  historical  we  should 
be  obliged  to  conclude  that  the  medical  writings  of  Egypt  were 
some  of  them  produced  as  far  back  as  the  First  Dynasty,  that  is, 
in  the  thirty-third  or  thirty-fourth  century  before  Christ.  However 
this  may  be,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  existence  of  the  medical 
rolls  which  were  already  numerous  enough  to  fill  a case  in  the  days 
of  the  Pharaoh  Neferirkere,  in  the  twenty-eighth  century  before 
Christ. 

Although  we  do  not  today  possess  any  surviving  rolls  as  old  as 
those  just  mentioned,  we  have  several  fragments  which  belong  to 
the  Middle  Kingdom  (about  2160-1788  b.c.):  scanty  remains  of  a 
treatise  on  diseases  of  women,  even  a veterinary  manual  on  diseases 
of  cattle,  and  some  very  important  still  unpublished  fragments, 
probably  the  oldest  such  material  known,  which  will  be  edited  later 
by  Dr.  Alan  H.  Gardiner.  The  most  important  medical  works 
surviving  from  ancient  Egypt  are  a group  of  four  almost  or  entirely  j 
complete  treatises  of  somewhat  later  date.  Two  of  these  are  in 
America  and  two  in  Europe:  Papyrus  Ebers  in  Leipzig,  and  the 
Berlin  Medical  Papyrus  in  the  National  Museum  at  Berlin;  the 
Hearst  Papyrus  in  the  collections  of  the  University  of  California, 
and  the  new  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus,  the  property  of  The  New  York 
Historical  Society.  Of  these  documents  the  Berlin  Papyrus  is  the 
latest  (about  thirteenth  century  B.c.),  while  Ebers,  the  Edwin 
Smith  Papyrus,  and  Hearst,  are  much  earlier.  Papyrus  Ebers 
dates  from  the  beginnings  of  the  Egyptian  Empire  in  the  early  part 
of  the  sixteenth  century  B.c.,  while  the  script  of  the  Edwin  Smith 
Papyrus  would  indicate  that  it  is  probably  slightly  earlier,  reaching 
back  to  1600  or  into  the  seventeenth  century  b.c.  The  New  York 
Historical  Society,  therefore,  is  fortunate  in  possessing  the  oldest 
scientific  book  in  America  and  the  oldest  nucleus  of  really  scientific 
medical  knowledge  in  the  world.  Among  historical  societies  this  is 
a unique  distinction.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  add,  also,  the 
far  more  weighty  fact  that  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus  contains 
incomparably  the  most  important  body  of  medical  knowledge  which 
has  survived  to  us  from  ancient  Egypt,  or,  for  that  matter,  from 
the  ancient  Orient  anywhere. 

The  history  of  the  document  is  curiously  interesting  and  throws 
a picturesque  light  on  early  oriental  studies  in  America.  Mr.  Edwin 
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Fig.  i.  A PAGE  OF  THE  EDWIN  SMITH  PAPYRUS 
The  writing  is  the  rapid  cursive  Egyptian  hand,  called  hieratic,  in  which  the  original  hieroglyphic  pictures  are 
abbreviated  and  rounded  off  until  they  have  lost  their  picture  form.  The  manuscript  dates  probably  from  the 
latter  part  of  the  17th  century  B.c. 
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Smith,  after  whom  the  document  is  named,  and  to  whose  daughter, 
Miss  Leonora  Smith,  The  New  York  Historical  Society  owes  the 
gift  of  the  papyrus,  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Sheldon  Smith  of  Bridgeport, 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  bom  on  April  27,  1822.  The  publication 
in  April  1922  of  this  preliminary  account  of  the  ancient  medical 
document,  which  he  discovered  and  brought  to  America,  is  there- 
fore a very  fitting  commemoration  of  the  centenary  of  his  birth. 
His  family  later  removed  to  Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  thence  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  was  educated  at  New  York  University. 
By  a curious  coincidence  Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  the  very  year  when 
Champollion  accomplished  his  decipherment  of  Egyptian  hiero- 
glyphic. His  youth  thus  fell  in  the  years  immediately  following 
this  epoch-making  achievement.  This  may  have  been  the  reason 
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Fig.  2.  MR.  EDWIN  SMITH’S  ORIGINAL  NOTE  NOW  ACCOMPANYING  THE  RESCUED 

FRAGMENTS. 

It  reads:  “These  fragments  were  rescued  from  a factitious  papyrus  made  up  of  the  fragments  from  three 
others  March  17,  1862,  nearly  2 months  after  the  original  purchase,  Jan.  20,  both  from  Mustapha  Aga,  and  the 
fragments  A.  C.  were  saturated  with  glue  which  was  removed  by  maceration  and  carefully  scraping  the  glue  away 
which  had  been  used  to  seal  the  factitious  papyrus  composed  of  these  fragments.” 


why  he  early  became  deeply  interested  in  the  study  of  Egyptology 
and,  after  studying  the  subject  in  both  London  and  Paris  when  the 
science  was  only  a quarter  of  a century  old,  he  went  to  Egypt  about 
1858.  He  lived  in  Luxor,  ancient  Egyptian  Thebes,  from  that  time 
until  1876.  Then,  after  a brief  visit  in  this  country,  he  went  to 
Naples,  Italy,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  April  23,  1906.  In 
the  early  part  of  1862,  during  his  stay  at  Thebes,  he  purchased  the 
document  which  is  the  subject  of  this  article. 

I find  among  Mr.  Smith’s  papers  in  handwriting,  so  very  like  that 
of  a note  presumably  written  in  the  early  sixties  (see  Fig.  2),  that  it 
must  have  been  made  at  about  that  date,  a remarkable  attempt  at 
a complete  translation  of  the  document.  When  we  remember  that 
the  knowledge  of  hieratic,  that  is,  cursive  Egyptian  writing,  pos- 
sessed by  scholars,  and  likewise  the  knowledge  of  the  Egyptian 
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language  as  a whole,  available  at  so  early  a stage  of  Egyptian 
studies,  were  very  limited,  it  is  extraordinary  how  much  of  the 
document  Mr.  Smith  has  understood.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the 
character  of  the  papyrus  as  a medical  document  and  had  gained  a 
surprising  amount  of  information  regarding  its  content.  It  must 
be  that  during  the  course  of  his  studies  in  London  and  Paris  in 
the  fifties  of  last  century,  he  gained  control  of  all  that  was  known  of 
Egyptian  in  those  early  days.  We  must,  therefore,  give  him  a high 
and  honorable  place  in  the  history  of  oriental  studies  in  America.1 
I would  like  to  mention,  also,  the  fact  that  of  the  eight  fragments 
of  the  papyrus  which,  as  we  shall  see,  Mr.  Smith  rescued,  he  was  able 
to  place  three  with  entire  exactness  and  two  more  at  least  in  their 
proper  connection.  His  career  in  connection  with  oriental  studies 
and  with  the  discovery  of  this  extraordinary  document  reminds  one 
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Fig.  3.  DIAGRAM  OF  THE  USUAL  ANCIENT  EGYPTIAN  PAPYRUS  ROLL 
It  is  unrolled  and  stretched  flat,  displaying  twenty  sheets  of  the  customary  commercial  size  (about  13”  high 
and  16"  wide)  pasted  edge  to  edge  and  producing  a long  strip  nearly  27'  long.  Granting  that  the  Edwin  Smith 
Papyrus  was  once  a complete  roll,  over  eight  sheets  are  lost  (A-B,  1-8)  and  with  them  13  or  14  columns  of  writing. 
The  preserved  portion  (B-C,  9-20)  contains  nearly  12  sheets;  the  fragments  at  its  beginning  are  indicated  on  sheet  9. 

throughout  of  those  gifted  free  lances  in  English  oriental  studies, 
like  Goodwin  in  Egyptian  and  Rawlinson  in  cuneiform.,  who  have 
done  so  much  for  the  advancement  of  oriental  science.  And  yet 
heretofore  one  would  have  looked  in  vain  in  the  annals  of  oriental 
research  for  the  name  of  Edwin  Smith.  It  is  eminently  fitting, 
therefore,  that  henceforth  this  great  monument  of  ancient  oriental 
science  should  everywhere  be  known  as  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus. 

The  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus  is  a roll  having,  as  at  present  unrolled, 
a length  of  184^  inches  (15  feet  4^  inches,  or  4.68  meters).  As  at 
least  a column  of  writing  has  been  lost  at  the  beginning,  its  original 
length  was  demonstrably  not  less  than  196  inches  (16  feet  4 inches, 
or  4.97  meters).  The  papyrus  makers  of  ancient  Egypt  furnished 
commercial  rolls  of  conventional  length  (see  Fig.  3),  usually  made  up 
by  pasting  together  20  sheets  some  16  inches  (40  cm.)  wide,  making 

1 See  further  information  regarding  Mr.  Edwin  Smith  and  his  ability  to  read  Egyptian,  in 
the  delightful  account  of  the  earlier  Americans  interested  in  Egyptology,  by  Dr.  Caroline 
Ransom  Williams  (Mrs.  Grant  Williams)  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society 
(Apr.  1920). 
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a total  length  of  the  commercial  roll  about  320  inches  (26  feet  8 
inches).  If  our  papyrus  was  of  the  usual  original  commercial 
length,1  we  have  then  lost  a little  over  135  inches,  or  some  thirteen 
and  a half  columns.  It  is  written  on  both  sides,  seventeen  columns 
(377  lines)  on  the  front  and  five  columns  (92  lines)  on  the  back.  At 
present,  therefore,  there  are  preserved  on  both  front  and  back 
twenty-two  columns  of  writing,  making  a total  of  469  lines,  or,  with 
the  fragments  and  the  additional  column  demonstrably  lost,  the 
document  contained  at  least  nearly  500  lines. 

The  arrangement  in  columns,  made  up  of  horizontal  lines,  it  may 


Fig.  4.  DIAGRAM  SHOWING  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  MODERN  BOOK  AND  THE  MODERN 
PRINTED  PAGE  IN  OLD  EGYPTIAN  MANUSCRIPTS 
Roll  AB  shows  the  original  arrangement  ol  Egyptian  manuscripts, — 50  vertical  lines  of  writing,  which  may 
be  expanded  to  many  hundred  lines  without  any  interruption  in  the  text.  Roll  CD  illustrates  the  necessity  of 
division  into  columns  after  writing  in  horizontal  lines  had  been  introduced.  It  finally  proved  more  convenient  to  cut 
up  these  columns  than  to  keep  them  in  roll  form.  When  thus  cut  up  and  bound  at  one  edge  they  formed  pages  as 
in  modern  books. 

be  worth  while  to  note,  is  the  origin  of  the  modern  printed  page. 
An  examination  of  the  two  reconstructed  rolls  in  Figure  4 will 
make  this  clear.  The  exposed  portion  of  roll  AB  is  covered  with  fifty 
vertical  lines  of  writing  numbered  from  right  to  left.  This  was  the 
earlier  Egyptian  arrangement  of  a papyrus  manuscript.  It  will  be 
observed  that  it  required  no  division  or  interruption  in  the  text. 
After  2000  b.c.,  however,  the  Egyptian  scribes  began  to  write  more 
commonly  in  horizontal  lines,  each  line  necessarily  of  limited  length, 

1 Although  the  full  length  commercial  rolls  known  to  us  are  somewhat  later  than  the  Edwin 
Smith  Papyrus,  it  is  nevertheless  highly  probable  that  they  were  already  current  in  the  earlier 
time. 
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so  that  the  writing  was  divided  into  columns , as  illustrated  in  the 
roll  CD.  In  later  times,  after  the  rise  of  the  great  Alexandrian 
library,  the  cumbersomeness  of  the  roll  form  of  book  led  to  cutting 
up  the  roll  between  these  columns  into  pieces  each  having  one 
column,  and  then  fastening  these  pieces  together  at  the  edges  in 
piles,  thus  producing  the  first  cut  book  pages,  of  which  the  columns 
on  the  Egyptian  rolls  were  the  lineal  ancestors. 

The  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus  was  a stately  book.  1 he  papyrus  is 
thirteen  inches  high  and  the  columns  themselves  are  between  eleven 
and  twelve  inches  in  height,  reaching  a maximum  of  twelve  inches 
in  width,  though  some  are  as  narrow  as  seven  inches.  It  was,  there- 
fore, from  the  Egyptian  point  of  view,  of  full  folio  size,  a form  in 
which  it  is  paralleled  only  by  the  great  Papyrus  Ebers,  all  the  other 
medical  papyri  being  a half  sheet  (about  six  inches)  or  less  in  height. 
The  writing  gives  us  the  rapid  or  cursive  form  of  the  originally 
hieroglyphic  signs, — a form  known  since  Greek  times  as  hieratic. 
It  is  done  in  a beautiful  and  regular  hand,  evidently  the  work  of  a 
skilled  scribe,  who  was,  however,  unfamiliar  with  scientific  liter- 
ature. He  has  a very  unhappy  time  with  some  unfamiliar  words. 
For  example,  when  he  is  compelled  to  draw  the  human  jaw  as  a 
graphic  “determinative,”  he  makes  a lamentable  job  of  it.  But  he 
was  evidently  very  much  more  than  a mere  bureau  scribe,  laboring 
for  the  production  of  merely  commercial  and  other  similar  records. 
He  made  not  infrequent  mistakes,  many  of  which  he  has  corrected. 
The  corrections  are  easily  discernible  because,  like  all  Egyptian 
scribes,  he  has  written  the  important  introductory  words  of  all  his 
paragraphs  and  the  subsections  in  red  ink,  the  “rubrics’  which 
passed  into  later  European  manuscripts  and  thus  to  us.  When  called 
upon  to  make  a correction,  therefore,  he  did  it  with  red  ink  over  the 
black  writing  or  with  black  ink  over  the  red.  In  one  place  (column 
XI)  he  has  omitted  an  entire  phrase,  which  he  has  then  inserted  in 
the  margin  at  the  top  of  the  page,  calling  attention  to  its  omission 
by  inserting  a red  cross  at  the  proper  place  in  the  text.  In  some 
such  manuscripts  the  cross  is  also  appended  to  the  omitted  words 
in  the  margin,  which  are  to  be  inserted  in  the  text; — thus  showing 
us  again  where  we  got  our  asterisk.  1 his  does  not  happen  to  be  the 
case  in  the  Smith  Papyrus.  The  entire  front  of  the  document  is  the 
work  of  one  hand.  It  is  possible,  though  not  probable,  that  the 
first  three  and  one-half  of  the  five  columns  on  the  back  aie  likewise 
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the  work  of  the  same  hand,  hut  the  concluding  section  (columns 
XXI  and  XXII)  are  by  a totally  different  and  a later  hand. 

In  taking  up  the  content  of  the  new  papyrus  we  cannot  avoid  re- 
ferring to  the  present  limited  state  of  our  ability  to  deal  with  such  a 
document  and  determine  its  content.  Let  the  average  man  of  today 
sit  down  to  read  a technical  description  of  an  automobile  engine. 
He  will  undoubtedly  find  himself  confronted  in  every  line  by  at  least 
one  word  of  which  he  does  not  know  the  meaning, — and  this  in 
twentieth-century  English!  I recently  sat  at  a dinner  table  where 
not  a person  present  knew  the  meaning  of  the  word  “gasket.”  If 
such  is  our  predicament  when  dealing  with  a highly  specialized 
words  in  our  own  contemporary  mother  tongue , how  much  greater 
must  be  the  difficulty  when  we  are  confronted  by  a body  of  special- 
ized words,  employed  by  the  medical  men  of  3500  years  ago,  writing 
a language  which  has  now  been  dead  for  centuries.  Our  difficulty 
is  increased  by  the  fact  that  no  one  has  ever  yet  carefully  studied 
the  medical  documents  of  Egypt  together  as  a group , or  built  up  a 
carefully  grounded  glossary  of  the  medical  terms  which  they  contain. 
So-called  translations  of  the  Papyrus  Ebers  have  been  made,  with 
misunderstandings  on  every  page  which  make  them  ludicrous,  and 
much  popular  writing  based  on  such  translations  has  professed  to 
give  us  some  account  of  Egyptian  medicine.  Such  discussion  is  of 
course  not  only  without  value,  but  very  misleading.  On  the  other 
hand  Professor  Wreszinski  of  Koenigsberg,  had  begun  before  the 
war  a series  of  preliminary  publications  of  the  available  ancient 
treatises,  together  with  concordances,  and  these  initial  studies  are 
of  the  greatest  value.  Unhappily  they  have  been  suspended  by  the 
war.  Useful  studies  of  particular  points  or  passages  have  been  made 
by  Schaefer,  Erman,  Maspero  and  others,  and  from  the  practical 
physician’s  point  of  view  also  by  von  Oefele.  But  a thoroughgoing 
study  of  the  whole  subject,  based  on  all  the  surviving  treatises  still 
remains  to  be  done.  We  should  have  exhaustive  studies  especially 
of  all  pathological,  physiological,  anatomical,  mineralogical  and 
botanical  terms  appearing  in  these  documents.  Even  when  this  has 
been  done,  there  will  be  many  words  in  these  ancient  treatises  which 
we  do  not  understand  and  many  phrases  which  we  cannot  render. 
There  are  many  such  in  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus  which  I do  not 
yet  comprehend,1  and  that  will  undoubtedly  be  the  case  when  the 

1 It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  present  writer  possesses  no  more  than  the  average  layman’s 
knowledge  of  anatomy. 
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final  manuscript  for  the  publication  in  extenso  is  ready.  Another 
difficulty  lies  in  the  complete  lack  of  any  comparative  study  of 
these  ancient  medical  books,  or  the  symptoms  and  diseases  which 
they  describe,  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  the  surviving  evi- 
dences of  disease  in  the  ancient  bodies  excavated  by  the  thousands 
in  the  Egyptian  cemeteries  and  studied  with  such  success  by  Dr.  G. 
Elliot  Smith  and  others.  I have  inserted  in  this  preliminary  report 
on  the  new  papyrus  a few  examples  of  these  ancient  bodies,  to  il- 
lustrate this  side  of  the  unexplored  field.  In  reading  the  following 
account  of  the  content  of  this  new  medical  papyrus  then,  the  reader 
should  bear  in  mind  these  fundamental  difficulties  which,  hamper 
our  understanding  of  a treatise  so  specialized  and  so  ancient.  It 
may  be  remarked  also  that  the  treatise  itself  throws  most  interesting 
light  on  the  meanings  of  some  of  the  terms  it  employs,  and  per- 
sistent study  discloses  such  unexpected  revelations  as  the  bit  of 
fascinating  ancient  anatomical  description — the  oldest  such  descrip- 
tion known— of  the  articulation  of  the  human  mandible  with  the 
temporal  bone,  as  we  find  it  in  this  venerable  medical  book. 

The  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus  obviously  falls  into  three  different 
parts,  drawn  from  three  different  sources. 

First.  The  seventeen  columns  of  the  front. 

Second.  The  “Incantation  of  Expelling  the  Wind  of  the  Year  of 
Pest”  (three  and  one-half  columns  of  the  back) 

Third.  The  “Incantation  of  Transforming  an  Old  Man  into  a 
Youth  of  Twenty”  (part  of  the  last  two  columns  of 
the  back,  XXI  and  XXII) 

The  second  and  third,  mysteriously  attractive  as  they  may  seem 
to  be,  are  brief  magical  treatises.  The  second  is  made  up  solely  of 
magic  incantations,  interesting  as  already  containing  the  widely 
prevalent  notion  which  has  persisted  even  into  our  own  day,  that 
malignant  plagues  are  carried  by  pestilential  winds.  It  is  possibly 
by  the  same  hand  as  the  front,  the  slight  differences  being  caused 
by  the  difference  in  the  direction  of  the  fibers  of  the  papyrus  (hor- 
izontal on  the  front,  vertical  on  the  back).  1 he  last  section  was 
copied  from  some  old  source  in  a hand  totally  different  from  the 
other  two  treatises,  as  we  have  noted,  by  a later  scribe  who  could 
not  resist  its  attractions. 


tohfioinluq  scto  lol  )q\rjzun£n  1 Ieri3 

• j I . i.-.js  fh.  (\  • srft  m - in  i V3ih 

rtiwolkVl  till  i «il  blsrt  b • Iqx^rm  3ii:  o si  i anil  si*;iJ2ul 


14 


THE  N E W-Y  ORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


It  is  the  seventeen  columns  of  the  front  which  make  the  Edwin 
Smith  Papyrus  unique.  They  contain  part  of  an  extraordinary 
ancient  book  of  surgery  and  external  medicine  which  began  its  dis- 
cussions at  the  top  of  the  human  head  and  proceeded  in  orderly 
progression  downward  to  the  lower  members,  presumably  conclud- 
ing with  the  feet.  Though  the  divisions  are  not  indicated  by  the 
ancient  scribe,  this  treatise  on  the  front  falls  into  the  following 
sections,  represented  by  forty-eight  cases: 

I.  Head  ( Calvaria ) (Cases  i— io) 

II.  Nose  (Cases  11-17) 

III.  Mandible,  Ear  and  Lips  (Cases  18-27) 

IV.  Throat  and  Neck  (Cervical  Vertebrae)  (Cases  28-33) 

V.  Collar  Bone  and  Shoulders  (Clavicle  and  Scapula)  (Cases 

34-38) 

VI.  Thorax  and  mammae  (Cases  39—47) 

VII.  Spine  (Case  48,  incomplete) 

Unhappily  the  scribe  who  copied  the  original  treatise  suddenly 
stopped  at  the  bottom  of  column  XVII  in  the  middle  of  a line  and 
in  the  middle  of  a sentence,  leaving  blank  at  the  end  of  the  roll  an 
entire  sheet  (sixteen  inches)  of  papyrus  and  cutting  off  the  original 
treatise  in  the  midst  of  the  first  case  devoted  to  the  spine.  Stopping 
thus  he  has  left  us  without  any  of  the  treatment  of  the  human  body 
below  the  thorax  except  the  beginning  of  one  case  on  the  spine. 
When  he,  or  possibly  another  copyist,  resumed  his  work  he  turned 
the  roll  over  and  began  to  copy  on  the  back  the  worthless  incanta- 
tions of  the  second  part  already  mentioned.  We  should  be  grateful, 
however,  for  what  the  ancient  scribe  has  done  for  us,  for  these 
seventeen  columns  contain  the  most  carefully  made  and  most 
systematically  arranged  observations  on  the  human  body  and  its 
ailments  which  have  thus  far  survived  from  an  age  so  remote. 

Each  of  the  forty-eight  cases  is  methodically  arranged  thus: 

a.  Title,  always  beginning:  “Instructions  for  . . . (name  of 

ailment) 

b.  Examination , always  beginning:  “If  you  examine  a man 

having  . . . ” (symptoms  follow) 

c.  Diagnosis , always  beginning:  “You  should  say  concerning 

him: ‘A  sufferer  with  . . . ’ ” (name  of  trouble  follows) 
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d.  Verdict *,  always  one  of  three: 

1.  “An  ailment  l will  treat.  ’ (favorable) 

2.  “An  ailment  I will  contend  with.”  (doubtful) 

3.  “An  ailment  I will  not  treat.” 1  2 (unfavorable) 

e.  Treatment. 

f.  Explanatory  glosses  (seventy  in  all). 

The  first  group  (ten  cases,  1-10)  deals  with  wounds  in  the  head, 
of  which  the  first  seven  are  knife  or  sword  wounds  penetrating  to  the 
bone3.  They  vary  in  character  according  as  the  skull  itself  escapes 
injury  or  suffers  contusion,  a gash,  a fracture,  etc.  In  all  these  cases 
the  surgeon  is  instructed  in  the  examination:  “You  should  probe 
the  wound.”  If  he  finds  only  a contusion  of  the  skull  or  no  injury 
at  all,  the  verdict  is  favorable;  a gash  in  the  skull,  doubtful;  a frac- 
ture in  the  skull  (several  kinds),  unfavorable.  Case  Seven,  which 
occupies  over  two  columns  and  is  the  longest  case  in  the  treatise, 
describes  three  different  conditions  of  the  injury  to  the  skull  under 
the  knife  wound,  gives  two  verdicts  (one  doubtful,  one  unfavorable), 
and  in  the  third  condition  says  to  the  surgeon:  “You  should  have 
made  for  him  a wooden  brace  padded  with  linen,  (and  have)  the 
head  fastened  to  it  . . . His  treatment  should  be  sitting,  placed 
between  two  supports  of  brick,  until  you  know  whether  he  is  making 
any  progress.”  These  contrivances  are  evidently  devices  familiar 
enough  to  the  Egyptian  practitioner  to  need  no  further  description. 
The  first  might  be  variously  explained  but  the  second,  built  of  sun- 
dried  brick  like  the  beds  of  the  poor,  is  obviously  intended  to  prevent 
the  sufferer  from  lying  down  and  disturbing  a badly  injured  skull. 
It  may  be  mentioned  also  that  the  examination  in  this  case  notes  a 
feeble  pulse  and  fever  as  among  the  symptoms.  That  the  Egyptian 
surgeons  had  plenty  of  such  cases  co  deal  with  is  interestingly  il- 


1 Some  such  term  (not  drawn  from  the  original)  seems  preferable  to  our  modern  “ prog- 
nosis,”  which  does  not  exactly  correspond. 

2 Grammatically  this  phrase  is  not  clear  in  the  original;  but  the  character  of  the  cases  to 
which  it  is  appended,  and  the  wording  of  the  phrase,  make  it  clear  that  it  characterizes  a case 
as  probably  beyond  the  physician’s  power  to  treat  successfully.  For  examp’e  see  Case  Thirty- 
three,  a crushed  cervical  vertebra,  and  compare  the  case  of  the  architect  Weshptah,  which 
the  physicians  pronounced  hopeless. 

* These  wounds  might  also  be  due  to  the  long-bladed  Egyptian  war  axe  of  the  Middle 
Kingdom. 
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lustrated  by  the  gashed  skulls  shown  in  figures  5,  6 and  7.  The 
healed  sword  cut  in  Fig.  6 illustrates  the  surgeon’s  ability  to  deal 
successfully  with  such  injuries. 

Case  Eight  deals  with  a “fracture  of  the  skull  under  the  skin.,, 
When  examination  has  demonstrated  the  presence  of  che  fracture 
the  surgeon  is  unconditionally  charged  to  operate,  to  open  at  the 
point  of  contusion,  and  “to  elevate  the  depression  outward.”  It 
may  be  tor  the  modern  surgeon  to  decide  whether  this  could  be  done 
without  trephining;  if  trephining  is  involved,  as  would  seem  prob- 


Figs.  5 and  6.  SWORD  CUTS  IN  EGYPTIAN  SKULLS  OF  A CENTURY  OR  TWO  BEFORE  THE 


CHRISTIAN  ERA. 

In  Fig.  5 (left)  the  cut  and  the  resulting  fractures  caused  death;  in  Fig.  6 (right)  the  art  of  the  surgeon  healed  the 
wound  and  the  man  survived.  (From  G.  ELLIOTT  SMITH  and  F.  WOOD  JONES.  The  Archaeological  Survey 
of  Nubia.  (Report  for  1907-1908.)  Vol.  II.  The  Human  Remains,  pi.  XLI,  Fig.  3 and  pi.  XLIII,  Fig.  2.) 

able,  we  have  here  the  earliest  reference  in  literature  to  this  famous 
operation.  Although  an  operation  known  to  have  been  practiced 
by  peoples  in  a primitive  state  of  culture,  trephining  has  not  yet 
been  unmistakably  identified  on  surviving  ancient  Egyptian  skulls. 
In  any  case,  the  proposed  operation  was  a desperate  measure.  The 
verdict  was  unfavorable,  recovery  doubtful  and  the  patient  was  to 
be  treated  sitting  up,  as  in  Case  Seven. 

In  the  last  two  cases  of  this  group  (Nine  and  Ten)  the  treatise 
proceeds  to  the  front  of  the  skull:  a knife  wound  in  the  forehead  with 


Y T J I 'J  O E 1 / I ' 12  I H l % ' Y-V/  3-  VI 

IT  tii*.  c>  ,1  *9 w ;i  IW  h II  « b^laey  -*Hi  n<  U • . .j  uj 

i *>n«miq  Hi  b>  mnofireb  tuA  i;<  usnimsxs  mrl  H 

03  ,9i«n  Jiji>  03  Imisfb  v.lkaobibiwMiu  si  no-jgiuz  jAi 

O 13  91--  >l»  OJ**  bnr.  oota  Jwoq 

• .;fii  ! hi  . . 1U>.  rmtiori  h , ' . ;*«» 


, . . . 

tin  . 3.  jrilni  hum  fftii  Id  i.:  usi*  *djV>  H*U  jri  J bj 


QUARTERLY  BULLETIN  17 

fracture  and  a wound  through  an  eyebrow  (see  Fig.  7).  The  cut  in 
the  forehead  is  to  receive  a plaster  made  of  “physicians’  skin” — a 
kind  of  linen  bandage  prepared  by  the  embalmer;  the  cut  in  the 
eyebrow  is  to  be  carefully  held  together  by  a special  “double  band- 
age” so  as  to  “cause  the  two  lips  of  the  knife  wound  to  join  one  to 
the  other.” 

A second  group  of  seven  cases  (n— 17)  deals  with  the  nose  and 


Fig.  7.  WOUNDED  SKULL  OF  THE  PHARAOH  SEKENENRE.  EARLY  16TH  CENTURY  b.c. 

The  arrows  indicate  the  five  terrible  wounds  in  the  head  which  caused  the  king’s  death  He  was  one  of  the 
opponents  of  the  Hyksos  and  may,  therefore,  have  received  these  wounds  in  battle.  Several  of  these  wounds  are 
exactly  those  for  which  surgical  treatment  or  operation  is  prescribed  in  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus,  irrom  u. 
ELLIOTT  SMITH.  The  Royal  Mummies,  Cairo,  1912,  pi.  II.) 

connected  trouble:  an  uncertain  affection  in  the  “column  (upper 
part)  of  the  nose,”  the  same  in  the  “inaccessible  region  of  the  nose,” 
“fracture  in  the  nose,”  a “wound  in  the  nose”  which  penetrates  to 
its  interior,  and  so  on.  In  treating  the  trouble  in  4 the  inaccessible 
region  of  the  nose”  the  secretions  are  to  be  cleared  away  by  using 
“two  swabs  of  linen”  and  thereupon  “two  rolls  of  linen  dipped  in 
ointment”  are  placed  in  the  nostrils,  dhe  affected  region  is  defined 
in  the  gloss  as  “the  middle  of  the  nose  as  far  as  the  back,  penetrating 
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to  the  region  between  the  two  eyebrows,” — a description  which 
might  be  an  effort  to  define  the  frotal  sinus  region.  Curiously 
enough  the  next  case, — “ fracture  in  the  nose” — is  given  an  unfavor- 
able verdict,  perhaps  due  to  the  unfavorable  Egyptian  climate,  and 
no  treatment  is  suggested. 

The  treatise  now  proceeds  from  the  nose  to  the  maxillary  region, 
extending  to  the  ear  at  one  end  and  the  lips  at  the  other  end,  and 
adding  also  the  mandible.  All  the  troubles  discussed  seem  to  be 
wounds  and  not  diseases.  Five  of  the  ten  cases  are  wounds  in  the 
gema'  (, gm ),  which  the  ancient  surgeon  explains  in  a gloss  is  “be- 
tween the  orbit  (?)  of  the  eye  and  the  orifice  (?)  of  the  ear  at  the  back 
of  the  jaw.”  Explaining  the  relations  of  the  bones  in  this  region 
he  says  in  another  gloss  that  a thing  he  calls  the  'am  * et  is  the  “back 
part  of  the  jaw,”  meaning,  of  course,  the  ramus.  He  adds  the 
interesting  remark:  “The  back  of  the  'am  ‘ et  (ramus)  is  in  the  gema', 
as  the  claw  of  an  'am  V-bird  is  thrust  into  a thing.”  It  is  evident 
that  the  ancient  surgeon  is  likening  the  two  fork-like  projections 
on  the  top  of  the  ramus  (the  coronoid  process  and  the  condyle)  to 
the  claws  of  some  two-toed  bird1,  and  the  gema',  into  which  this 
two-toed  claw  is  thrust,  is,  of  course,  the  temporal  bone  (see  Fig.  8). 
We  should  here  observe  that  the  ancient  anatomist  not  only  noticed 
the  resemblance  of  the  ramus,  with  its  claw-like  fork  at  the  top,  to 
the  claw  of  the  bird  and  finds  it  useful  in  his  description,  but  also 
evidently  draws  his  name  for  the  bone  from  the  name  of  the  bird, 
thus  furnishing,  I believe,  the  earliest  known  example  of  this  par- 
ticular kind  of  terminology-building,  later  and  still  very  common. 
The  identity  of  the  gema'  is  again  revealed  in  a gloss  on  Case  Seven 
where  our  ancient  writer  says  “the  ligaments  back  of  the  'am  ‘ et 
(ramus)  are  fastened  to  the  gema'  (temporal  bone)  back  of  the  jaw.” 
As  every  physician  knows,  the  temporal  muscle  which  operates  the 
mandible  is  anchored  on  the  temporal  bone  and  attached  to  the 
anterior  fork  of  the  ramus  (the  coronoid  process).  Among  the  five 
cases  (18—22)  of  trouble  with  the  gema'  (temporal  bone)  it  is  of  great 
interest  to  note  the  surgeon’s  observation  of  complications  both  in 
the  ear  and  in  the  eye.  A glance  at  A {gem'  — temporal  bone)  and  B 
{'am  ‘et  = ramus)  in  Fig.  8,  shows  the  layman  in  these  matters  how 
close  are  these  bones  to  the  orifice  of  the  ear  (C  in  Fig.  8), — a com- 

1 If  I am  correctly  informed  the  ostrich  is  the  only  two-toed  bird.  The  word  here  used 
is  not  the  customary  word  for  ostrich  in  Egyptian. 
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monplace  fact  to  the  physician.  The  last  of  these  five  gem ’ cases 
is  a fracture  of  the  gem  (A  in  Fig.  8);  the  observer  notes  that  the 
patient  suffers  from  deafness,  and  the  surgeon  is  directed  to  clean 
out  the  ear  on  the  affected  side  with  a swab  of  linen  in  order  to  be 


Fig.  8.  ANCIENT  EGYPTIAN  SKULL,  PROBABLY  MIDDLE  KINGDOM  (2160-1780  b.c.) 

A— -the  temporal  bone,  called  in  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus,  “ gctna’ B— the  ramus,  with  its  claw-like  fork,  at 
the  top,  called  in  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus,  ‘ 1 ’am' el"  after  the  two-toed  claw  of  the  am  e-Jnrd.  C—  the  oritice  ot 
the  right  ear.  (From  H.  STAHR.  Die  Rassenfrage  im  antiken  Aegypien,  Berlin,  1907,  pi.  Ill,  1'ig.  12.) 

able  to  see  the  “ absorption”  (?),  explained  in  a gloss  as  “absorption 
(?)  of  bone  tissue  in  the  inside  of  the  ear.”  This  examination  is  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  surgeon’s  verdict  is  unfavorable  and  that 
no  treatment  is  suggested. 

Two  cases  of  trouble  in  the  mandible  are  not  wholly  clear.  1 heir 
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occurrence  in  the  treatise,  however,  reminds  us  of  the  extraordinary 
evidences  in  the  Harvard  mandible  of  the  surgeon’s  skill  in  tapping 
and  draining  an  ulcer  deeply  buried  in  the  alveolar  process  (see 
Fig.  9).  In  a case  of  dislocated  jaw  the  practitioner  is  told  how  to 
place  his  hands  in  order  to  force  the  dislocated  bones  back  into  place. 

The  treatise  devotes  twenty-seven  cases  to  the  head  and  then 
proceeds  lower.  The  fourth  group  of  cases  (28—33,  six  in  number) 


Fig.  g.  EGYPTIAN  MANDIBLE  OF  THE  OLD  KINGDOM  (about  3000-2500  b.c.) 


In  addition  to  the  mental  foramen  are  two  borings  which  were  made  by  the  Egyptian  surgeon  to  drain  an  abcess 
below  the  first  molar.  (Photograph  by  the  kindness  of  Dr.  E.  A.  IIOOTON,  Oral  Surgery  in  Egypt  during  the  Old 
Empire  (Harvard  African  Studies  I),  pi.  I.) 


concern  the  throat  and  neck  (cervical  vertebrae).  The  first  is  a 
serious  case  of  “a  man  having  a knife  wound  in  his  throat,  penetrat- 
ing to  his  gullet;  if  he  drinks  water  it  turns  aside,  issuing  from  the 
mouth  of  his  wound,  and  he  is  very  hot  and  develops  fever  from  it.” 
Strangely  enough,  the  physician  seems  to  worry  less  about  this  case 
than  about  others  which  would  seem  to  us  less  serious. 

The  remaining  five  cases  concerning  the  vertebrae  of  the  neck 
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(29-33)  again  display  the  surgeon’s  desire  to  render  his  terms  precise. 
One  of  these  deals  with  a “ wenekh  of  the  vertebra  of  the  neck. 
The  patient  loses  control  of  arms  and  legs  and  the  excretory  organs 
and  the  physician  gives  him  up.  It  is  interesting  in  this  connection 
to  recall  that  the  physicians  of  the  Pharaoh  pronounced  the  architect 
Weshptah’s  case  hopeless.  Nevertheless,  although  no  treatment  is 
suggested  or  intended,  the  surgeon  appends  an  explanation  for  each 
of  three  important  matters  arising  in  the  discussion  of  this  hopeless 
case.  The  first  of  these  is  a gloss  on  the  name  of  the  case.  It  reads: 
“Concerning:  ‘a  wenekh  in  the  vertebra  of  the  neck,  it  means  be- 
tween one  vertebra  of  the  neck  and  the  next  one,  the  flesh  which  is 
upon  it  being  whole;  as  one  says  (we?iekh ’ concerning  things  which 
had  been  joined,  when  one  is  broken  from  another.”  It  is  obvious 
that  a dislocation  of  the  neck  is  meant. 

Among  the  mechanics  employed  on  the  great  buildings  of  Egypt, 
like  the  pyramids  and  temples,  there  must  have  been  many  such 
cases.  A single  excavation  campaign,  which  exhumed  between  five 
and  six  thousand  bodies,  disclosed  one  person  with  a fractured  bone 
among  every  thirty-two  people.  The  last  of  the  five  cases  of  trouble 
in  the  cervical  vertebrae  is  called  “ sehem  in  the  vertebra  of  the  neck 
(Case  Thirty-three.)  The  patient  is  deaf  and  speechless  and  has  lost 
all  control  of  arms  and  legs.  The  physician  at  once  pronounces  the 
unfavorable  (third)  verdict  and  ofFers  no  treatment;  but  displays 
his  further  purely  scientific  interest  in  the  case  by  adding  two  glosses: 
“Concerning:  ‘a  sehem  in  the  vertebra  of  the  neck;  it  means  one 
vertebra  of  his  neck  has  been  depressed  into  the  next,  one  penetrat- 
ing into  the  other  and  not  assuming  any  carrying”  (meaning,  of  the 
weight  above).  The  second  gloss  explains  that  this  has  happened 
because  the  injured  man  “has  fallen  head  downward  on  his  head, 
driving  one  vertebra  of  his  neck  into  the  next.  From  other 
sources  we  know  that  the  word  sehem  means  “crush’  and  was  not 
an  uncommon  word,  but  the  scientific  interest  of  the  ancient  surgeon 
does  not  allow  him  to  leave  the  case  merely  as  that  of  a broken  neck, 
designated  by  a common  word;  he  desires  to  explain  what  happened. 

The  same  purely  scientific  interest  is  displayed  in  discussing  the 
very  next  case,  which  opens  the  next  group,  consisting  of  five  cases 
(34—38)  devoted  to  the  collar  bone  and  shoulder  (clavicle  and 
scapula).  In  speaking  of  the  flesh  over  the  collar  bones  and  thorax 
the  ancient  writer  casually  adds:  “There  are  two  canals  under  it: 
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one  on  the  right  and  one  on  the  left  of  his  neck.  They  lead  to  the 
lungs,” — a fact  which  evidently  interested  him  though  it  had  no 
necessary  bearing  on  the  case.  The  operations  for  a dislocated 
clavicle  and  scapula  are  both  described.  In  both  the  patient  is  laid 
out  on  his  back  and  to  repair  the  shoulder  the  arms  are  spread  out 
“in  order  to  stretch  out  the  shoulder  until  the  dislocation  falls  into 
its  place.” 

The  sixth  group  contains  nine  cases  (39-47)  concerned  with  the 
thorax.  Among  these  it  may  be  that  one  is  cancer,  a disease  already 
designated  as  karkinoma  in  the  late  Christian  documents  of  Egypt, 
as  affecting  the  breast  of  a woman.  All  the  patients  in  our  papyrus, 
however,  are  men. 

With  the  forty-eighth  and  last  case  the  treatise  passed  to  a seventh 
group,  cases  of  the  spine.  The  trouble  affects  one  of  the  vertebrae 
of  the  back.  The  patient  suffers  pain  in  moving  his  legs.  The  prac- 
titioner is  instructed:  “He  should  place  him  prostrate  and  make  for 
him  ...”  We  shall  never  know  what  interesting  operation  fol- 
lowed, for  at  this  point  the  ancient  copyist  stopped  in  the  middle  of  a 
sentence,  and,  as  we  have  already  noted,  when  he  resumed  copying 
on  the  back  he  no  longer  had  before  him  the  great  lost  medical  book 
of  which  he  has  given  us  such  an  extraordinary  glimpse.  Among 
Mr.  Smith’s  papers  I find  a sympathetic  echo  of  the  same  disap- 
pointment which  I felt  myself  on  reaching  this  point  in  the  docu- 
ment. Referring  to  this  point  Mr.  Smith  says:  “Here  ends  abruptly 
the  face  of  the  papyrus;  on  the  back  we  find  five  more  pages,  the 
work  of  two  different  hands,  and  the  first  part  mere  magical  bosh — 
with  five  receipts  of  not  much  value.” 

I have  intentionally  given  little  or  no  attention  in  the  above  brief 
discussion  to  the  scanty  therapeutic,  a matter  in  which  the  treatise 
is,  on  the  whole,  not  strong.  In  the  healing  of  wounds  and  bruises 
the  ancient  physician’s  favorite  application  was  fresh  meat,  followed 
after  the  first  day  by  ointment  of  honey  and  an  astringent  herb. 
The  complete  materia  medica  of  the  document  would  make  a sur- 
prisingly brief  and  simple  list.  The  attitude  of  the  physician  is 
distinctly  that  of  cooperation  with  nature.  Repeatedly  he  directs 
the  practitioner  to  undertake  no  treatment  but  to  put  the  patient 
on  normal  diet  and  await  results.  This  is  an  extraordinarily  sane 
point  of  view  in  such  an  age.  It  should  be  noted  also  that  many  of 
these  cases  are  solved  by  operation  and  only  afterward,  or  not  at  all 
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by  medicaments.  If  a man  has  a dislocated  jaw  which  the  surgeon 
has  succeeded  in  forcing  hack  into  place,  he  is  only  to  apply  a simple 
ointment  by  way  of  soothing  the  soreness  afterward. 

The  most  valuable  body  of  material  in  the  work  is  the  group  of 
seventy  explanations,  which  we  have  called  glosses, — definitions  of 
terms  contained  in  the  discussions  of  the  cases.  Their  character  has 
already  been  illustrated  above.  They  are  met  with  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the  preserved  portion  of  our  document  and  it  is  with 
the  deepest  regret  that  one  finds  in  mutilated  condition  among  the 
fragments  preceding  the  first  well  preserved  column  of  text,  a long 
gloss  containing  an  account  of  the  heart  and  its  system  of  canals  and 
vessels.  This  statement  is  in  part  a duplicate  of  a similar  account 
in  the  Papyrus  Ebers,  but  in  the  Edwin  Smith  roll  it  is  longer.  It 
makes  continual  use  of  the  word  “ count,”  suggesting  that  the  count- 
ing of  the  pulses  of  the  heart  is  meant,  but  I have  not  yet  been  able 
to  make  this  conjecture  a certainty.  We  have  here  the  famous 
passage,  likewise  found  in  Ebers:  “There  is  in  it  (the  heart)  a canal 
leading  to  every  member  of  the  body.  Concerning  these, — if  the 
physician  . . . places  the  fingers  on  the  back  of  the  head,  on  the 
hands,  on  the  pulse,  on  the  legs,  he  discovers  the  heart,  for  the  heart 
leads  to  every  member  and  ...  it  beats  (literally  ‘speaks’)  in 
the  canals  of  every  member.”  In  our  document  this  extraordinary 
account  of  the  heart  as  the  center  of  a system,  throughout  which  its 
pulsations  are  felt,  forms  an  explanatory  gloss  appended  to  a case  of 
a wound  in  the  head, — apparently  in  the  effort  to  account  for  dis- 
turbances carried  throughout  the  body,  though  resulting  from  the 
seemingly  local  trouble  in  the  head.  This  effort  to  reach  a scientific 
explanation  of  the  observed  conditions  illustrates  the  physician’s 
interest  in  the  scientific  aspects  of  his  subject,  which  we  find  through- 
out this  venerable  document. 

Sometimes,  however,  these  explanatory  glosses  display  simply  a 
desire  for  greater  precision.  Thus  in  Case  Eight,  dealing  with  a frac- 
ture of  the  skull  under  the  skin,  we  have  the  following  gloss: 

“Concerning:  ‘a  fracture  in  the  skull  under  the  skin  of  the  head 
without  there  being  any  wound  upon  it’; — it  means:  a fracture  of  the 
shell  of  the  skull,  the  flesh  of  the  head  being  whole.” 

In  dealing  with  the  case  of  the  gash  in  the  eyebrow  we  have  a gloss 
in  explanation  of  the  bandages  which  reads:  “Concerning:  ‘the  two 
’ awy  of  linen’;" — it  means:  two  bandages  of  linen.  Let  them  be 
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applied  on  the  two  lips  of  the  knife  wound,  in  order  to  cause  that  one 
join  to  the  other.” 

The  question  at  once  arises:  why  were  not  these  more  precise  data 
included  in  the  original  discussion  of  the  case,  rather  than  appended 
as  a seeming  afterthought?  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  original 
discussion  was  an  inherited  text  which,  if  not  canonical,  was  sufficiently 
respected  so  that  it  was  not  to  be  altered  by  such  insertions.  The 
medical  rolls  of  the  royal  physicians,  brought  in  at  the  architect 
Weshptah’s  death,  which  we  recalled  at  the  beginning  of  this  paper, 
were  just  about  a thousand  years  old  when  our  copyist  was  making 
the  Edwin  Smith  roll.  Such  a text,  already  a thousand  years  old, 
would  of  course  contain  obsolete  words  requiring  explanation.  For 
example,  in  Case  Eight  some  later  reader  of  the  old  document  has 
felt  it  necessary  to  explain  the  injunction  to  operate,  as  follows: 

“Concerning:  ‘the  seken  of  the  depression  outward,  on  the  side  of 
him  having  this  hurt’; — it  means:  pressing  the  depression  outward 
on  the  side  of  him  having  this  hurt.”  It  happens  that  another  case 
employing  the  word  seken , twice  substitutes  for  it  the  variant 
“elevation.”  The  present  writer  thus  incidentally  learned  that  the 
ancient  word  seken  means  “elevation”  both  as  verb  and  noun.  But 
even  the  old  Egyptian  reader  found  that  the  word  was  no  longer 
familiar  and  needed  definition. 

Besides  such  obsolete  words  there  were  also  old  idioms  which  had 
fallen  into  disuse  and  needed  explanation.  We  find  a very  interest- 
ing example  often  appearing  in  cases  where  the  physician  waives 
any  treatment  but  gives  the  practitioner  the  following  instructions, 
which,  literally  translated  mean:  “Put  him  on  his  fingers,”  or,  even 
more  curiously  in  a frequent  variant,  “moor  him  on  his  fingers.” 
Even  to  the  Egyptian  reader  of  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus  in  the 
seventeenth  century  b.c.  this  mysterious  admonition  was  enig- 
matic. The  commentator  therefore  supplied  a gloss,  reading: 
“Concerning:  ‘moor  him  on  his  fingers’; — it  means:  to  put  him  on 
his  accustomed  food  without  giving  him  medical  treatment.”  This 
sound  and  conservative  policy  is  very  often  recommended  by  the 
ancient  physician.  How  it  might  have  been  possible  for  so  grotesque 
an  injunction  as  “moor  him  on  his  fingers  ” to  come  to  mean  “put  him 
on  his  accustomed  food,”  there  is  not  space  here  to  conjecture;  but 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  ancient  oriental  of  course  ate  with  his 
fingers  and  the  line  of  connection  between  the  curious  idiom  and  its 
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meaning  is  perhaps  to  be  found  in  this  custom.  I he  student  of 
English  five  thousand  years  hence  will  doubtless  find  phrases  about 
food,  like  “grub-stake,”  quite  as  puzzling  as  the  curious  old  idiom 
of  this  medical  document. 

Our  copyist  undoubtedly  found  already  appended  to  the  text  these 
explanations  of  the  quaint  or  no  longer  intelligible  words  and  phrases 
of  his  ancient  ancestors.  For  these  glosses  are  in  the  language  of  t le 
Middle  Kingdom,  a period  several  centuries  earlier  than  our  papyrus. 
Our  copyist  was  not  himself  a medical  man,  while  the  glosses  are 
obviously  the  work  of  a closely  observant  physician.  It  is  worth 
while  noting  that  in  one  of  these  glosses  we  have  a hint  that  he  has 
not  always  preserved  the  complete  text  of  the  ancient  book  he  was 
endeavoring  to  explain.  The  glosses  are  always  quite  clear  in  their 
arrangement,  introducing  the  phrase  to  be  explained  by  the  woid 
“concerning”  following  which  there  is,  therefore,  a verbatim  quota- 
tion from  the  original  discussion.  In  the  gloss  on  the  word  seken 
already  noted,  we  find  at  the  end  of  the  phrase  to  be  explained  the 
following  words:  “on  the  side  of  him  having  the  hurt.”  Now  these 
words  are  not  in  the  original  discussion  as  it  is  preserved  in  the  Ed- 
win Smith  Papyrus  and  they  indicate  that  the  trouble  was  on  one 
side  of  the  skull,  a circumstance  not  elsewhere  mentioned  in  the 
discussion  of  the  case.  Hence  the  sudden  appearance  of  this  new 
item  in  the  gloss  suggests  that  the  medical  book  which  the  com- 
mentator had  before  him  will  have  had  a fuller  cext.  It  is  possible, 
therefore,  that  the  original  ancient  text  out  of  which  the  glosses  have 
grown,  has  not  always  been  reproduced  in  full.  This  conclusion 
would  explain  the  brevity  with  which  surgical  devices  obviously 
needing  some  further  description  are  merely  mentioned  by  name. 

The  reader  is  now  in  a better  position  for  making  a general  esti- 
mate of  these  seventeen  columns  of  the  front.  We  have  heie  in  377 
lines  forty-eight  systematically  organized  cases,  chiefly  surgical, 
discussing  especially  the  bony  framework  of  the  body  from  the  brain- 
case  downward  to  the  thorax  and  the  vertebrae  below  the  ceivical 
group.  These  discussions  form  the  torso  of  a great  lost  medical 
book  on  surgery  and  external  medicine  already  so  old  in  about  1600 
b.c.  that  commentaries  on  many  terms  and  phrases  had  long  before 
become  necessary.  This  commentary,  made  up  of  seventy  glosses, 
may  already  have  been  several  centuries  old  when  copied  into  the 
Edwin  Smith  Papyrus. 
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In  bulk  even  this  torso  of  the  ancient  book  considerably  exceeds 
the  other  leading  medical  papyri:  Ebers,  Hearst  and  Berlin.  Hearst 
has  273  lines  (and  a few  small  fragments),  while  the  Berlin  Papyrus 
has  280.  Both  are  about  a hundred  lines  shorter  than  the  front  of 
the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus  alone.  The  stately  Ebers  papyrus,  with 
its  no  columns  of  text,  875  recipes,  and  a total  of  2289  lines,  al- 
though much  larger,  has  only  about  250  lines  of  material  which  can 
be  compared  with  the  cases  in  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus. 

In  method  and  character  the  old  Book  on  Surgery  and  External 
Medicine  is  far  superior  to  these  other  three  rolls  on  which  we  have 
heretofore  based  our  estimate  of  ancient  Egyptian  medical  knowl- 
edge. It  is  important  to  make  this  fact  evident.  All  of  the  three 
papyri  just  mentioned,  not  excluding  the  great  Papyrus  Ebers,  are 
merely  haphazard  collections  of  recipes  mingled  in  an  indescribably 
confused  hodgepodge;  whereas  our  old  Book  on  Surgery  and  External 
Medicine  is  a systematic  organization  and  discussion  of  cases. 
While  we  have  long  known,  especially  from  the  Ebers  Papyrus,  that 
the  Egyptian  physicians  made  diagnoses,  yet  out  of  the  875  recipes 
in  Ebers  only  47  are  accompanied  by  a diagnosis  of  the  ailment  to  be 
cured;  and  of  these  only  a group  of  21  unfortunately  very  limited 
cases  of  boils  and  the  like,  at  the  end  of  Papyrus  Ebers,  can  be  com- 
pared in  care  and  system  with  those  in  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus. 
The  other  two  important  medical  papyri  contain  fewer  diagnoses 
than  Ebers.  The  Berlin  roll  has  only  two;  and  the  Hearst  Papyrus 
only  one,  a very  meager  diagnosis  of  rheumatoid  trouble  in  fingers 
and  toes. 

The  same  contrast  is  observable  in  the  matter  of  systematic 
classification  of  cases  by  a verdict  following  the  diagnosis.  No  other 
medical  papyrus  contains  this  system,  which  we  find  so  carefully 
employed  in  the  Edwin  Smith  roll,  classifying  all  cases  by  appending 
one  of  three  verdicts:  favorable,  doubtful,  unfavorable.  The  third 
verdict  is  not  found  in  any  other  document.  The  second  verdict  is 
known  elsewhere  only  in  Ebers,  where  it  occurs  twice,  and  the  first 
verdict,  applying  to  easy  cases  requiring  simple  treatment,  is  found 
sixteen  times  in  Ebers,  twice  in  the  Berlin  Papyrus,  and  once  in 
Papyrus  Hearst. 

As  for  the  commentary,  it  is  found  in  the  other  medical  documents 
of  Egypt  only  in  the  Ebers  Papyrus,  which  contains  twenty-six 
glosses,  not  systematically  following  the  cases  to  be  explained,  but 
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in  two  disconnected  groups  which  the  ancient  scribe,  having  disar- 
ranged his  papers,  has  intruded  into  irrelevant  discussions.  To  sum 
up  this  comparison,  then,  the  other  leading  medical  documents  of 
ancient  Egypt  (Ebers,  Berlin  and  Hearst)  are  each  a hodgepodge  of 
miscellaneous  recipes  dominated  by  magic  from  beginning  to  end, 
while  the  old  Book  of  Surgery  and  External  Medicine,  partly  pre- 
served in  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus,  appears  by  contrast  as  a 
unique  organization  of  cases  containing  especially  in  examinations, 
diagnoses,  verdicts  and  glosses,  more  scientific  medical  discussion 
and  indeed  in  the  glosses  250  per  cent  more  commentary  material 
than  all  the  other  surviving  ancient  Egyptian  medical  documents 
combined.  We  have,  therefore,  in  the  Edwin  Smith  Medical 
Papyrus,  as  we  stated  at  the  beginning,  obviously  the  most  extensive 
and  important  surviving  source  for  our  modern  knowledge  of  ancient 
Egyptian  medical  science.  Among  the  earliest  known  monuments 
in  the  whole  range  of  ancient  investigative  science  it  stands  easily 
first,  to  be  compared  only  with  the  famous  Rhind  Mathematical 
Papyrus  in  the  British  Museum,  a book  of  nearly  the  same  age. 

Incomplete  though  it  is,  this  torso  of  the  ancient  Book  of  Surgery 
and  External  Medicine  preserved  in  the  Edwin  Smith  roll  offers 
enough  to  enable  us  for  the  first  time  to  form  a just  estimate  of  the 
character  and  value  of  Egyptian  medical  knowledge.  Each  of  these 
forty-eight  cases  is,  as  we  have  seen,  identified  by  a list  of  objective 
conditions  carefully  observed, — conditions  often  due  to  wounds  or 
accident.  These  latter  cases,  due  to  physical  causes  quite  clear  to 
the  physician,  obviously  have  no  connection  with  the  activities  of 
malignant  demons  of  disease.  Thus  these  cases  of  organs  and  tissues 
injured  by  intelligible  physical  agencies  form  a realm  quite  un- 
invaded by  magic  powers, — a realm  in  which  the  Egyptian  physician 
gathered  the  observable  facts  of  anatomy,  physiology,  surgery,  and 
therapeutic,  quite  unbiased  by  his  inherited  traditions  regarding  the 
demoniacal  causes  of  disease. 

In  these  forty-eight  cases  of  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus  only  one 
mentions  or  makes  any  use  of  a magic  charm  and  it  is  evidently  not 
an  accident  that  this  case  which  resorts  to  a charm  is  also  the  only 
one  which  lacks  any  verdict.  The  physician  evidently  excluded  it 
from  his  list  of  cases  to  be  treated  by  other  than  magical  means. 
We  have  here,  then,  a group  of  the  earliest  recorded  observations  in 
natural  science  made  by  man.  Here  was  a realm  where  the  physician 
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was  confronted  often  enough,  to  be  sure,  by  the  unknown,  but  not  by 
the  demoniacal.  Here  was  the  physician’s  exclusive  realm,  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  physician’s  skill.  He  knew  it  and  recognized  it 
and  applied  to  it  the  phrase  “art  of  the  physician,”  as  he  repeatedly 
calls  it  in  contrast  with  the  “art  of  incantations,”1  applied  to  ail- 
ments arising  from  demoniacal  causes.  The  current  view,  that  in  all 
cases  Egyptian  medical  practice  invariably  employed  magic  devices, 
a view  in  which  I formerly  also  shared,  is  quite  evidently  wrong. 
There  was,  indeed,  surviving  from  primitive  times  a large  body  of 
traditional  practices  in  medical  treatment  wholly  or  chiefly  magical 
which  never  disappeared.  Such  practices,  universally  and  implicitly 
followed  by  the  common  people,  forming  what  we  may  call  “demon- 
iacal medicine,”  always  had  its  devotees,  the  descendants  of  the  old 
“medicine  men,”  with  their  rolls  of  ancient  hocus-pocus,  like  the 
medical  papyrus  of  the  British  Museum,  or  the  “Charms  for  Mother 
and  Child”  in  the  other  well-known  roll,  at  Berlin.  Such  primitive 
superstition  dies  hard.  It  lasted  far  down  into  the  history  of  our 
own  land.  Increase  Mather,  President  of  Harvard  University,  in  his 
treatise  on  Remarkable  Providences  insists  that  the  smell  of  herbs 
alarms  the  Devil  and  that  medicine  expels  him.  Such  beliefs  have 
probably  even  now  not  wholly  disappeared  from  among  us.  We 
cannot  wonder  that  this  was  the  almost  universal  point  of  view  in 
the  early  world  with  which  we  are  dealing. 

These  essentially  magical  rolls,  however,  to  which  we  have  just 
referred,  occasionally  absorbed  something  of  the  growing  medical 
knowledge  other  than  the  demoniacal.  A very  little  of  this  leaven 
crept  into  Papyrus  Hearst,  more  into  the  Berlin  roll,  and  yet  more 
into  the  famous  Papyrus  Ebers.  But  even  so,  the  Papyrus  Ebers 
remains  a mere  hodgepodge  of  recipes  and  all  these  treatises  men- 
tioned here  were  the  working  tools  of  superstitious  practitioners  of 
demoniacal  medicine,  who  were  no  more  truly  representative  of  the 
best  medical  knowledge  of  the  time  than  are  the  chiropractors, 
faith-healers,  and  innumerable  other  untrained  quacks  of  our  own 
day.  The  author  of  the  great  Book  of  Surgery  and  External  Medicine, 
of  which  we  have  a mere  fragment  on  the  front  of  the  Edwin  Smith 


1 Without  any  seeming  connection  with  the  text  the  phrases  “the  art  of  the  physician”  or 
“the  art  of  incantations”  are  to  be  found  abruptly  intruded  into  the  prescriptions  in  the  med- 
ical documents.  It  seems  to  me  highly  probable  that  there  is  an  effort  here  to  distinguish 
the  two  different  agencies  which  the  physician  may  apply. 
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roll,  was  one  of  a group  of  men  who  will  likewise  inevitably  have 
been  children  of  their  time.  We  cannot  conceive  that  they  ever 
ceased  to  believe  in  the  power  of  magic;  but  they  had  learned  that 
in  surgery  and  medicine  they  were  confronted  by  a great  body  of 
observable  phenomena,  which  they  systematically  and  scientifically 
collected,  sometimes  out  of  interest  in  the  salvation  of  the  patient, 
sometimes  out  of  pure  interest  in  the  scientific  truth.  The  class  of 
men  thus  revealed  to  us  are  the  earliest  natural  scientists  of  whom  we 
know  anything,  who,  confronting  a world  of  objective  phenomena, 
made  and  organized  their  observations  and  based  inductive  con- 
clusions upon  bodies  of  observed  fact.  It  is  important  to  empha- 
size here  the  fact  that  these  men  evidently  practised  dissection  of 
the  human  body,  a method  of  investigation  in  which  Greek  medi- 
cine, fifteen  hundred  years  later,  was  noticeably  weak. 

The  current  conclusion  regarding  the  mind  of  the  ancient  Egyp- 
tian, a conclusion  in  which  I have  myself  heretofore  shared,  has  been 
that  he  was  interested  in  scientific  principles,  if  at  all,  solely  because 
of  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  applying  them  in  practical  life; — 
that  if  he  discussed  the  superficial  content  of  a many-sided  geo- 
metrical figure  or  the  cubical  content  of  a hemisphere  it  was  because 
he  was  obliged  to  measure  fields  for  taxation  purposes  and  to  com- 
pute the  content  of  granaries.  In  the  field  of  Egyptian  mathematics 
Professor  Karpinski  of  the  University  of  Michigan  has  long  insisted 
that  the  surviving  mathematical  papyri  clearly  demonstrate  the 
Egyptians’  scientific  interest  in  pure  mathematics  for  its  own  sake. 
I have  now  no  doubt  that  Professor  Karpinski  is  right,  for  the 
evidence  of  interest  in  pure  science,  as  such,  is  perfectly  conclusive 
in  the  Edwin  Smith  Medical  Papyrus. 

While  it  is  now  quite  evident  that  the  treatises  of  the, ‘greatest 
physicians  of  ancient  Egypt  have  not  survived  to  us  in  the  available 
medical  rolls,  we  should  notice  that  even  the  Edwin  Smith  Medical 
Papyrus,  taken  as  a whole,  is  a compilation  from  three  sources,  two 
of  which  contained  the  commonest  magical  rubbish.  As  we  have 
seen,  however,  the  compiling  copyist  had  access  to  one  of  the  earlier 
great  medical  books,  a stately  roll  of  many  columns.  He  doubtless 
began  at  the  beginning  of  the  fine  old  roll  before  him  and,  perhaps 
laying  down  a new  unwritten  roll  of  nearly  twenty-seven  feet  in 
length,  he  copied  off  the  earlier  sections  of  the  great  work  on  Surgery 
and  External  Medicine.  That  filled  the  front  side  of  his  new  roll,  or 
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carried  him  to  its  last  sheet,  where  he  left  a sufficient  margin  of 
space  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  last  column  and  prevent  it  from  be- 
ing frayed  or  torn.  We  shall  never  know  what  occasioned  the  inter- 
ruption after  the  front  of  the  new  roll  was  filled  up.  We  can  hardly 
suppose  that  the  mere  act  of  turning  to  the  back  of  the  roll  could  in 
itself  have  been  the  occasion  which  led  the  hack  copyist  to  turn 
away  from  his  great  Book  of  Surgery  and  External  Medicine  to 
another  roll  which  he  had  at  hand, — a superstitious  mess  of  incanta- 
tions, with  which  he,  or  possibly  some  other  copyist,  then  began  to 
encumber  the  back  of  our  roll. 

He  was  working  for  some  quack  who  wanted  nothing  better  than 
a fine  line  of  magical  wares  with  which  to  ply  his  daily  calling  in  a 
superstitious  age.  This  first  owner  of  our  roll  was  probably  a little 
practitioner  in  one  of  the  perhaps  suburban  villages  on  the  fringes 
of  the  magnificent  imperial  capital  of  Egypt  at  Thebes.  Eventually 
he  handed  on  the  roll  to  some  later  worthy  in  the  same  craft.  The 
last  owner  was  much  attracted  by  a book  containing  recipes  for 
“transforming  an  old  man  into  a youth  of  twenty”  and  he  took 
pains  to  copy  these  at  the  end  of  the  older  material  collected  by  his 
predecessors.  Meantime  much  handling  and  daily  use  of  the  docu- 
ment had  frayed  the  beginning  of  the  roll  and  case  after  case  of  the 
fine  old  Book  of  Surgery  and  External  Medicine  dropped  off  in 
tatters  (sheets  1-9  in  Fig.  3).  When  at  last  the  village  quack  himself 
fell  sick  and  found  his  art  unable  to  exorcise  the  demons  of  disease, 
his  surviving  relatives  carried  him  up  and  laid  him  away  in  a rock 
tomb  in  the  great  Theban  cemetery.  Luckily  for  us,  they  laid  his 
roll  in  his  coffin  with  him;  and  it  reposed  in  perfect  safety  throughout 
the  vast  sweep  of  human  history  for  some  three  and  a half  millenniums 
from  the  migrations  of  the  Hebrew  patriarchs  and  the  prehistoric 
wanderings  of  the  Greek  barbarians  to  the  American  Civil  War. 
The  modern  descendants  of  the  old  Egyptian  quack,  searching  the 
tombs  for  salable  plunder,  found  the  roll  beside  the  body  of  their 
Theban  ancestor  and  saw  in  it  prospects  of  gain.  They  stripped  off 
its  tatters  of  papyrus  still  hanging  on  the  outside,  to  make  it  look 
more  “ship-shape.”  After  selling  this  roll  to  Mr.  Edwin  Smith  in 
January  1862,  they  patched  up  another  out  of  indiscriminate  rubbish 
and  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a papyrus  roll  by  wrapping  around  it 
and  gluing  in  place  the  tattered  fragments  which  they  had  stripped 
oft  the  genuine  roll.  Two  months  after  the  first  sale  they  put  this 
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dummy  roll  also  on  the  market  and  sold  it,  likewise,  to  Mr.  Smith. 
Detecting  the  fraud,  Mr.  Smith  recognized  and  rescued  the  new 
fragments  of  the  precious  medical  book,  thus  recovering  for  science 
the  extraordinary,  even  though  fragmentary,  discussion  of  the  heart 
and  its  system  of  canals,  to  which  we  have  already  referred. 

Such  is  the  new  chapter  in  the  history  of  American  Egyptology , 
begun  two  generations  ago  by  the  work  of  Mr.  Edwin  Smith.  The 
papyrus  which  so  appropriately  bears  his  name  has  revealed  to  us 
furthermore  a new  chapter  in  the  history  of  science.  We  have  now  at 
least  an  intimation  of  the  character  of  the  medical  knowledge  and 
practice  of  the  great  royal  physicians  at  the  Pharaoh’s  court  in  the 
days  of  the  Hebrew  patriarchs.  These  men,  the  leading  scientists  of 
their  day,  the  earliest  observers  in  natural  science,  and  the  first  men 
to  dissect  the  human  body  are  thus  known  to  us  only  in  a later, 
incomplete  copy  of  one  of  their  books.  May  it  some  day  be  our 
good  fortune  to  find  lying  in  the  tomb  of  such  a royal  physician  the 
complete  Book  of  Surgery  and  External  Medicine  from  which  the 
front  of  the  Edwin  Smith  Papyrus  was  copied! 


The  University  of  Chicago, 
March  7,  1922. 


James  Henry  Breasted. 
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AMERICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  DIARIES 

ALSO 

Journals,  Narratives,  Autobiographies,  Reminiscences 
and  Personal  Memoirs 

CATALOGUED  AND  DESCRIBED  WITH  AN 

Index  of  Places  and  Events 


By  William  S.  Thomas,  M.D. 

I 

Written  mostly  for  perusal  by  the  home  folks  rather  than  by  the 
world  at  large,  the  journals  here  listed  will  be  found  to  have  an 
interest  more  human  than  that  of  any  history  written  at  second  hand. 
The  personal  character  of  such  source  documents  attracts  the  reader 
and  reveals  to  him  the  spirit  of  their  time.  Some  published  diaries 
are  supplied  by  their  editors  with  helpful  annotations  or  with  bio- 
graphical sketches  of  the  diarists. 

American  men  and  women  of  various  sorts  and  conditions  are  the 
contributors  to  the  material  collected  here.  One  may  read  Wash- 
ington’s own  account  of  his  daily  activities,  or  an  army  teamster’s 
opinion  of  his  oxen’s  last  pair  of  shoes.  A member  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  discusses  political  affairs  and  a dainty  Phila- 
delphia belle  gossips  about  social  trifles. 

Considerably  more  than  three  hundred  titles  are  presented,  with 
the  names  of  the  diarists  arranged  alphabetically.  The  amount  of 
material  is  roughly  indicated  under  each  title  by  a statement  of  the 
number  of  pages  contained  in  the  document,  and  the  period  covered 
is  noted.  The  principal  places  dealt  with  in  the  diaries  are  listed 
and  indexed,  but  users  of  the  catalogue  are  advised  to  consult  the 
index  under  the  name  of  the  state  as  well  as  under  that  of  the  imme- 
diate locality  m which  he  may  be  interested.  The  serious  investiga- 
tor of  source  material  will  not  fail  to  consult  the  so-called  general 
accounts  of  the  Revolution. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  here  to  record  all  of  the  various 
editions  of  published  matter,  nor  has  completeness  been  sought  in 
the  collection  of  unpublished  diaries.  Hundreds  of  these  are  hidden 
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mong  the  papers  of  private  families  or  lie  buried  in  the  archives 
f historical  institutions. 

The  critical  and  important  position  occupied  by  the  state  of  New 
'ork  during  the  Revolution  is  suggested  by  the  great  amount  of 
>ace  occupied  under  its  name  in  the  index. 

There  is  need  for  catalogues  similar  to  the  present  one,  which  will 
acilitate  access  to  Revolutionary  orderly  books  and  to  the  diaries 
f Loyalists,  French  allies  and  British  and  Hessian  soldiers. 

Material  for  this  catalogue  was  collected  chiefly  by  research  in  the 


ibrary  of  The  New  York  Historic 
ions,  the  diaries  and  records  here 


iDAMS,  John,  of  Mass.  Member 
Provincial  Congress  and  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

iege  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Continental 
Congress;  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  N.  Y.; 
kfloat;  Continental  Navy;  France; 
pain;  Holland;  England, 
ournal  and  autobiography  in  works. 
Lpr.  19,  1775-1783. 

,ife  and  Works  of  John  Adams;  10  vols. 
loston,  1850.  Vol.  II,  pp.  405-517;  Vol. 
II,  PP-  3-387. 

lLLEN,  Ethan,  of  N.  H.,  Lieut.  Col. 
Green  IVfountain  Boys,  Brevet 
Col.,  Cont’l  Army;  Maj.-Gen’l. 
Vt.  Militia. 

L Y.;  Vt., Canada.  Captured  Ft.  Ticon- 
eroga,  May  10,  1775.  Expedition  to 
Canada  1776. 

Narrative  of  his  captivity  (in  Canada 
for  three  years). 

•'irst  printed  at  Bennington,  Vt.,  1779. 
loston,  Perkins,  1845.  12  mo.  pp.  126 

5 editions  in  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc’y.) 

VLLEN,  James,  Philadelphia  lawyer 
and  member  of  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

Philadelphia;  Northampton;  Shrews- 
>ury;  Pa. 

fuly,  1775-1778.  Diary  begins  1770. 
Ja.  Mag.,  Vol.  IX,  1885,  pp.  176-196, 
178-296,  424-441. 


d Society  where,  with  few  excep- 
listed  are  available  to  the  reader. 


AMES,  Dr.  Nathaniel,  of  Mass. 

Apr.  19,  1775-Dec.  1783. 

Diary  covers  periods  before,  during  and 
after  Revolutionary  War.  Fragmentary. 
Dedham  (Mass.)  Hist.  Reg.  Vol.  Ill, 

1892,  pp.  129-133,  184-186;  Vol.  IV, 

1893,  pp.  24-25,  65-68,  100-102. 

ANDERSON,  Thomas,  Lieut.  Del. 

Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Del.;  Va.;  N.  C. 

Southern  campaign  1780-1782. 

May  6,  1780-Apr.  7,  1782. 

Hist.  Mag.  Apr.  1867,  pp.  207-21 1. 

ANDROS,  Thomas,  prisoner  of  war  on 
Jersey  prison  ship  at  New  York, 
1781. 

The  Old  Jersey  Captive,  Boston,  W. 
Pierce,  1833. 

Mag.  Hist.  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  1916, 
Extra  No.  46,  pt.  1,  46  pp. 

ANGELL,  Israel,  Col.  2nd  R.  I.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Rhode  Island,  Aug.  1778,  Nov.  1779, 
Feb.,  Mar.  1781;  Connecticut,  passage 
through,  Nov.,  Dec.  1779,  Feb.,  Mar. 
1781;  Hudson  Highlands,  N.  Y.,  Nov., 
Dec.  1779,  Feb.,  Mar.  1781,  Northern 
New  Jersey,  Dec.  1779,  Aug.,  Sept.  1780. 
1778-1781. 

Prov.,  R.  I.,  1899,  144  pp. 
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ARNOLD,  Benedict,  of  Norwich,  Conn. 

Col.,  Cont’l.  Army. 

Expedition  to  Quebec,  1775. 

Manuscript  journal  left  at  West  Point 
by  Arnold  when  he  fled  to  the  enemy. 
Sparks’  Manuscripts  in  Harvard  Li- 
brary; LII,  Vol.  II. 

Force’s  Archives,  4th  Ser.,  Vol.  Ill,  p. 
1058. 

Appendix  to  “Arnold’s  March,”  etc.  by 
Justin  H.  Smith;  N.  Y.  and  Lond.;  1903. 

A 1 LEE,  Samuel  John,  Col.,  Pa.  Musket 
Battalion. 

Battle  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  27, 
1776. 

Appendix  to  Reed’s  Life  of  Jos.  Reed 
and  Pa.  Archives,  2 Ser.,  Vol.  I,  pp.  509- 
516. 


River;  Canada  Expedition  of  1776; 
Mass,  1776;  Mass.;  Ticonderoga;  Bur- 
goyne  Campaign,  Hudson  River,  1777; 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.;  Hudson  River 
Region;  Hudson  Highlands;  Fredericks- 
burgh,  N.  Y.;  N.  J.,  1778;  Pluckemin; 
Bound  Brook;  N.  J. 

Long  and  important  diary  for  Northern 
N.  Y.  Beside  the  usual  diary  notations, 
are  references  to  construction  of  forti- 
fications. 

Dec.  8,  1775-June  14,  1776,  in  Jour. 
M.  S.  I. 


The  Revolutionary  Journal  of  Col.  Jed. 
Baldwin,  1775-9,  edited  with  memoir 
and  notes  by  Thomas  W.  Baldwin 
Bangor,  1906,  p.  lxiii,  164. 

Also  in  Jour.  Military  Service  Institute, 
Vol.  XXXIX,  No.  143,  PP.  257-273. 


AVERY,  Rev.  David,  Chaplain  of  Col. 

John  Paterson’s  (Mass.)  Reg’t. 
Mass.;  Siege  of  Boston,  1775. 

Apr.  22-May  29,  1775. 

Amer.  Monthly  Mag.  Vol.  XVII,  1900, 
pp.  342-347- 

AVERY,  Rufus,  Orderly  Sergt.  Capt., 
William  Latham’s  Co.,  Conn. 
Militia. 

Conn.;  Fort  Griswold;  New  London  List 
of  killed  and  wounded,  Sept.  6,  1781. 
Narrative;  New  London,  Conn.,  1840. 
Mag.  of  Hist.,  N.  Y.,  1911,  Extra  num- 
ber, 11  pp. 

BAILEY,  Mrs.  Anna,  of  Groton,  Conn, 
Reminiscences  of  Fort  Griswold  and 
New  London,  Conn.,  Sept.  1781.  As 
told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson  J. 
Lossing,  1848. 

Four  pages  of  chapter  12,  of  Hours  With 
Living  Men  and  Women  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, N.  Y.,  1889. 

BALDWIN,  Jeduthan,  Woburn,  Mass. 
Capt.  and  Asst.  Engineer;  later 
Col.  of  Engineers,  Cont’l.  Army. 
Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.,  1775;  Siege  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  1776. 

New  York  City  and  vicinity;  Hudson 


BALDWIN,  Sam’l.,  school  teacher  of 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  during  Siege  by  Brit- 
ish, Mar.  20-Apr.  20,  1780. 

N.  J.  H.  S.  Proc.  Vol.  II,  1846-1847,  pp. 
78-86. 

BANGS,  Isaac,  Lieut.,  Bailey’s  23rd 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  1775-1776;  Evacuation, 
Mar.  1776;  March  and  voyage  to  New 
York  City,  Apr.  1-17,  1776;  New  York 
City  and  vicinity  until  July  29,  1776. 

N.  J.  H.  S.  Proc.,  2nd  Ser.  Vol.  VIII, 
1856-1859. 

Cambridge,  Univ.  Press,  1890,  pp.  60. 

BARBER,  Daniel,  Private,  Hunting- 
ton’s  (Conn.)  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 
Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.,  1776. 

Capt.  Elihu  Humphrey  and  the  officers 
of  his  company  described.  Some  reg- 
imental officers  characterized  (1776). 
He  was  a Protestant  minister  converted 
to  Roman  Catholicism. 

The  History  of  My  Own  Times,  parts  1 
& 2.  Washington,  D.  C.,  1827-1828. 
Extracted  in  Hist.  Mag.,  Mar.  1863,  pp. 
82-88. 

BARCLAY,  S.,  Editor,  see  Long  Island. 
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BARLOW,  Aaron,  Sergt.,  Capt.  Zal- 
mon  Read’s  Co.,  5th  Conn. 
Cont’l.  Rcg’t. 

Vicinity  of  New  York  City;  Conn.  N.  Y., 
Expedition  to  Canada,  under  Gen’l. 
Montgomery,  1 775- 
July  25-Dec,  6,  1775. 

Amer.  Hist.  Register,  Mar.  1895,  pp. 
641-649. 

BARNEY,  Joshua,  Commodore,  U.  S. 

N.  Afloat.  Naval  events. 
Compiled  from  autobiographical  notes 
and  journals. 

Biographical  Memoir;  Boston;  Cray, 
1832,  pp.  v-145,  relating  to  Rev.  ("fotal 
pp.  328.) 

BARRETT,  Major,  Fifer  at  Lexington, 
Apr.  19 , 1775- 

Reminiscences  of  Battle  ol  Lexington 
as  told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson  J. 
Lossing,  Oct.,  1848.  1 1 pp.  in  Hours  with 
Living  Men  and  Women  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, N.  Y.  Funk  & Wagnalls,  1889. 

BARTON,  William,  Lieut.,  1st  N.  J. 
Cont’l.  Regt. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Pa.  and 
N.  Y. 

June  8-Oct.  9,  1779. 

j Proc.  N.  J.  1 1.  S.,  Vol.  II.  1846,  pp.  22-50* 

BEATTY,  Erkuries,  Lieut.,  4th  Pa. 
Cont’l.  Rcg’t. 

N.  Y.;  Onondaga  expedition;  Sullivan’s 
Indian  Expedition;  Pa.,  1779. 
i April  6-Oct.  22,  1779. 
i Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Hist.  Soc’y.  Coll. 

Vol.  1.  Cen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedi- 
, tion,  Albany,  1887.  21  pp.;  original 

manuscript  in  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc’y. 

BEATTY,  William,  Ens.  Md.  Flying 
Camp;  Capt.,  1st  Md.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Md.;  Pa.;  N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity,  1776; 
Hudson  River;  N.  J.;  N.  Y.  Westchester 
Co.;  Hudson  River;  Staten  Island;  Pa., 
Del.,  Brandywine,  Germantown,  1777 
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Valley  Forge,  Pa.;*.  Del.,  Monmouth 
battle,  N.  J.,  N.  Y.,  Hudson  River  and 
Md.  Southern  campaign,  1778;  Hudson 
1 Iighlands,  N.  Y.;  Pompton,  N.  J.,  1779; 
Md.;  Va.;  N.  C.,  1780.;  N.  C.,  S.  C., 
1781. 

BEL  KM  AN,  Mrs.  C.  (nee  Van  Cort- 
land t). 

Reminiscences  of  Washington,  Miss 
Mary  Phillipse,  and  others  in  West- 
chester Co.  and  New  York  during  the 
Revolution.  As  told  to  and  transcribed 
by  Benson  J.  Lossing,  in  Chap.  IV  (17 
pp.)  of  Hours  with  Living  Men  and 
Women  of  the  Revolution,  N.  Y.,  1889. 

BEEKMAN,  Tjerck,  Lieut.,  2nd  N.  Y. 
Cont’l.  Regt. 

Journal  of  the  march  of  the  2nd  N.  Y. 
Reg’t.  after  leaving  their  Winter  Quar- 
ters at  Rochester  in  the  State  of  N Y., 
Apr.  31,  1779;  Sullivan's  Expedition, 
Pa.  and  N.  Y. 

May  1 -Sept.  8,  1779. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.  Vol.  XX,  1888,  pp. 
128-106. 

BEEKMAN,  Tjerck,  Lieut.  2nd  N.  Y. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Mess  account  kept  at  Valley  Forge  and 
Sullivan’s  Expedition;  Pa.,  8 pp.  Names 
of  many  members  of  2nd  N.  Y.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Apr.  4,  1778-Mar.  26,  1780. 

N.  Y.  G.  & B.  Rec,  Vol.  XIX,  1888. 

BELKNAP,  Rev.  Dr.  of  Dover,  N.  II. 
Siege  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Oct.  16-25,  1775- 

Journal  of  My  Tour  to  the  Camp  and 
the  Observations  I Made  There. 

Mass.  II.  S.  Proc.  Vol.  IV,  1858,  p.  77. 

BERRY,  Sidney,  Revolutionary  officer. 
N.  J.,  1776. 

Journal  in  letters  to  his  wife,  Katharine 
DeWaldron  Beekman. 

Am.  Monthly  Mag.,  Vol.  IV,  1894,  pp. 
173-181. 
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SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSON’S  CHAIR 

which  he  brought  from  England  and  gave  to  Colonel  James  Livingston,  his  friend,  and  passed  on  downto  D.  Cady 
Eaton,  great -great -grandson  of  James  Livingston. 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  D.  Cady  Eaton,  1921. 
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“FRANK;  OR,  WHO’S  THE  CROAKER?” 

A satirical  sketch  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  verse  published  in 
820  with  the  above  title  has  the  following  reference  to  The  New 
fork  Historical  Society  under  the  heading  “Learned  Societies”: 


'he  first  society  we  see, 
s that  yclept  “of  history.” 
md  many  papers  very  rare, 
lave  been  committed  to  its  care. 
Vhich  one  day  sure  of  use  must  be, 
'o  those  who  write  on  history. 

'he  president  of  late  seceded, 

Irgo,  another  one  was  needed; 

)ne  of  the  members  was  selected, 

or  Dr.  H k1  was  elected. 

Ve  wish  them  well — we’ll  strain 
each  nerve, 

)ur  country’s  records  to  preserve; 


Records  of  battles  both  by  land  and  sea, 
Of  noble  daring  and  of  victory! 

The  next  is  “Philosophic,  literary,” 

To  which  belongs  a good  library 
Of  books,  some  given,  others  bought, 

By  making  members,  so  they  ought. 
They’ve  publish’d  volume  one,  a tome 
Which  may  be  read  in  days  to  come. 
Well  bound  in  red  it  comely  looks, 
Squeez’d  in  among  some  other  books; 
Lately  I took  it  from  the  shelf, 

And  really  red  a bit  myself. 


EXHIBITION 


Mr.  T.  O.  Fraenkel’s  water  color  drawings  of  historic  and  pictur- 
sque  landmarks  in  Greater  New  York  have  been  placed  on  exhibi- 
ion  in  the  portrait  room.  Also  the  Hoff  series  of  New  York  Views 
f i85°- 

On  April  27,  1922  the  Society  will  commemorate  the  Centennial 
Anniversary  of  Ulysses  S.  Grant’s  birth  by  placing  on  exhibition  his 
•ortraits,  manuscripts  and  books  from  its  collections. 


LECTURES 


On  May  2,  1922,  Mrs.  Harriet  Chalmers  Adams  will  deliver  her 
lustrated  lecture  on  Bolivia  before  the  Society. 


Professor  George  C.  D.  Odell’s  lecture  before  the  Society  on  March 
th  last  on  the  subject  of  “Early  New  York  Theatres”  was  a rare 
reat  to  an  interested  and  appreciative  audience.  His  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  early  theatres  and  players  gave  a touch  of  realism 
o the  lecture  which  was  highly  instructive  and  entertaining. 

NOTES 

The  View  of  the  “Croton  Water  Reservoir”  reproduced  on  the 
:over  of  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  is  one  of  a series  of  twenty  views  of 
vhich  seventeen  were  recently  acquired  by  the  Library.  They  were 
mblished  in  1850  by  Henry  Hoff  and  are  beautifully  colored  litho- 
graphs. The  other  sixteen  depict  the  City  Hall,  Castle  Garden, Tombs, 
)dd  Fellows  Hall,  Hospital  of  Brooklyn,  City  Hall  of  Brooklyn, 

lDr.  David  Hosack,  elected  president,  1820. 
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St.  Paul’s  Church,  Barnum’s  Museum  and  Astor  House,  Custom 
House,  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Merchants  Exchange,  New  York 
University,  Astor  Place  Theatre,  Stewart’s  Building  and  Broadway, 
New  York,  from  Governor’s  Island,  Grace  Church,  Union  Square. 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Frank  K.  Sturgis  for  presenting 
one  of  four  copies  of  a facsimile  of  the  first  formal  Constitution  of 
The  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  dated  1817. 

A miniature  of  Evert  Bancker  (1721-1803)  painted  by  Mr. 
Mack  in  New  York  1796  was  purchased  by  the  Durr  Gallery  Fund. 
It  is  the  only  portrait  of  this  distinguished  New  Yorker  that  we 
know  of  and  the  first  specimen  of  the  artist’s  work  in  the  Society’s 
collection.  It  is  reproduced  in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin. 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler  has  generously  added  to  the  Schuyler 
Family  Silver,  a large  piece  of  Sheffield  plated  ware  in  three  parts, 
with  mirror  base,  on  which  the  silver  “Epergne”  (now  owned  by  the 
Society)  stood,  when  in  possession  of  Major  General  Philip  Schuyler 
of  the  American  Revolution.  This  handsome  piece  is  on  exhibition 
with  the  Schuyler  collection. 

MEMBERS 

The  following  candidates  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

Life  Members 

William  E.  F.  Smith,  George  Simpson  Eddy,  Marion  Eppley, 
Miss  Marion  Davis  Collamore. 

Annual  Members 

Miss  Margurita  Hawley,  James  S.  Cushman,  Harry  B.  Thayer, 
W.  S.  Hadaway,  Jr.,  James  H.  Mairs. 

NECROLOGY 

Robert  Endicott,  an  annual  member  since  1919,  died  January 
19,  1922. 

James  Bryce,  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Society  since  1907, 
died  at  Sidmouth,  England,  January  21,  1922,  in  the  84th  year  of 
his  age. 

Scott  Foster,  an  annual  member  since  1902,  died  January  26, 
1922,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 

Jonas  Marsh  Libbey,  a life  member  since  1877,  died  January  25, 
1922,  in  the_65th  year  of  his  age. 

Royal  Phelps^Carroll,  a lifejnember  since  1888,  died  February  7, 
1922,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 
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Bayard  Fish  Foulke,  a life  member  since  1903,  died  February  15, 
1922,  in  the  73rd  year  of  his  age. 

Henry  Cady  Sturges,  an  annual  member  since  1874,  (lied  Feb- 
ruary 1 6,  1922,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 

Daniel  M.  Stimson,  M.D.,  a life  member  since  1903,  died  Febru- 
ary 21,  1922,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 

Hamilton  Odell,  an  annual  member  since  1863,  died  February  21, 
1922,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age. 

Thomas  Edward  Vermilye  Smith,  a life  member  sijice  1888,  died 
at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  March  3,  1922,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

Albert  Minturn,  Post  Mitchell,  a life  member. since  1890,  died 
March  6,  1922. 

Walter  G.  Oakman,  a life  member  since  1896,  died  March  18,  1922. 


PORTRAIT  OF  EVERT  BANCKER  (1721-1803). 
Miniature  by  Mr.  Mack,  New  York,  1796. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


FIRST  CLASS — FOR  ONE  YEAR,  ENDING  I923 


THIRD  CLASS — FOR  THREE  YEARS,  ENDING  1925 


J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY 
B.  W.  B.  BROWN 
JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 


SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN 
ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 
FRANK  BRINLEY  PORTER 


SECOND  CLASS— 'FOR  TWO  YEARS,  ENDING  1924 


FOURTH  CLASS — FOR  FOUR  YEARS,  ENDING  1926 


THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN 
HENRY  F.  DE  PUY 
WILLIAM  DENNISTOUN  MURPHY 


JAMES  BENEDICT 
RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 
ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 


SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN,  Chairman 
ALEXANDER  J.  WALL,  Secretary 

[The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Librarian  are 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee.] 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE 

JAMES  BENEDICT 
RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 
R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 

COMMUTE E ON  LECTURES 

B.  W.  B.  BROWN 
THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN 
ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY 

ALEXANDER  J.  WALL 
ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 
FRANK  BRINLEY  PORTER 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS 

ALEXANDER  J.  WALL 
R HORACE  GALLATIN 
F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 


COMMITTEE  ON  ANNIVERSARY 

ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 
J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY 
WILLIAM  CHURCH  OSBORN 

COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING 

STUYVESANT  FISH 
F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 
ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINE  ARTS 

JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 
JAMES  BENEDICT 
WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

COMMITTEE  ON  PLAN  AND  SCOPE 

HENRY  F.  DE  PUY 
WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 
WALTER  JENNINGS 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP 


WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 
JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 
WILLIAM  DENNISTOUN  MURPHY 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 


Elected  January  6,  1920,  for  Three  Years,  ending  1923 


PRESIDENT 

JOHN  ABEEL  WEEKES 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

WALTER  LISPENARD  SUYDAM 

SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM  CHURCH  OSBORN 

THIRD  VICE-PRESIDENT 

WALTER  JENNINGS 

FOURTH  VICE-PRESIDENT 

FRANCIS  ROBERT  SCHELL 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

ARCHER  MILTON  HUNTINGTON 

DOMESTIC  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

ARTHUR  CURTISS  JAMES 

RECORDING  secretary 

STUYVESANT  FISH 

TREASURER 

R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 

LIBRARIAN 

ALEXANDER  J.  WALL* 


* Elected  to  succeed  Robert  H.  Kelby,  now  Librarian  Emeritus. 


THE  HOME  OF  MISTRESS  ANN  HUTCHINSON 
At  Pelham,  1642-3 
By  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton 

The  City  of  New  York  possesses  in  Pelham  Bay  Park  a region 
replete  with  natural  beauty  and  historic  interest.  Its  northern 
extension  beyond  Eastchester  Bay  includes  the  favorite  home  of  the 
Siwanoy  and  such  interesting  natural  and  historic  objects  as  Glovers 
Rock  and  the  Split  Rock.  The  latter  has  long  been  known  not 
merely  as  one  of  nature’s  freaks,  but  as  marking  the  vicinity  in  which 
the  tragedy  of  the  massacre  of  the  Hutchinson  family  took  place. 

When  Ann  Hutchinson  arrived  in  the  year  1642  within  the 
bounds  of  Dutch  territory,  her  choice  of  a locality  for  a home  was 
in  the  same  district  as  that  in  which  Throckmorton  and  others  of 
her  fellow  refugees  had  been  permitted  to  settle.  The  particularly 
desirable  woodland  on  the  north  side  of  the  Acqueanounck,  which 
has  since  been  associated  with  her  memory  as  Hutchinson’s  river, 
attracted  her  to  the  Pelham  side  of  that  broad  watercourse,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  well-known  Split  Rock  she  found  an  abundant 
supply  of  spring  water,  the  most  essential  requirement  for  a perma- 
nent residence. 

Close  to  the  great  rock  an  Indian  trail  ran  on  the  lines  of  the 
present  Split  Rock  road,  extending  from  the  Shore  Path,  sometimes 
referred  to  as  the  Westchester  Path,  to  the  native  settlements  on 
Pelham  Neck.  That  pathway  came  southwards  from  the  New 
England  region,  through  the  shore  settlements  to  New  Rochelle, 
whence  it  passed  through  Pelham  to  Eastchester,  Westchester  and 
Manhattan.  The  trail  left  the  Path  at  Wolf’s  lane  and  must  have 
been  a well-traveled  line  of  communication  for  the  Siwanoy  of  the 
district,  while  the  Split  Rock  could  hardly  have  failed  to  have  been 
a prominent  object  in  the  vicinity,  well  known  to  the  aborigines,  and 
probably  a place  to  which  they  frequently  resorted. 

In  deciding  upon  its  vicinity  as  a home  site,  Mrs.  Hutchinson 
was  therefore  invading  the  home  lands  of  the  numerous  natives 
resident  on  the  Bartow  estate  and  Hunter  Island,  who  had  also 
several  long-occupied  stations  on  the  shore  line  of  Rodmans  or 
Pelham  Neck,  and  across  the  wide  reach  of  Eastchester  Bay,  there 
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was  an  ancient  village  at  the  mouth  of  Weir  Creek  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  which  Throckmorton  planted  his  new  home.  1 he  authoriza- 
tion for  this  intrusion  on  native  possessions  was  based  upon  a whole- 
sale concession  secured  by  an  agent  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Com- 
pany in  1640,  only  two  years  prior  to  the  arrival  of  these  refugees, 
which  had  been  agreed  upon  by  chieftains  of  the  Siwanoy  far  to  the 
east  at  Norwalk,  and  purported  to  convey  to  the  white  men  the 
whole  region  from  that  locality  to  Hell  Gate.  It  seems  highly  prob- 
able that  the  local  natives  may  have  had  little  share  m that  transac- 
tion and  they  may  even  have  failed  to  learn  of  its  existence.  At  any 
rate  it  is  evident  from  the  course  of  events  that  they  resented  or  even 
repudiated  the  giving  away  of  their  homelands. 

Thus  the  newcomers  were  taking  a considerable  risk  in  planting 
a permanent  dwelling  on  a choice  site  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a 
large  number  of  Indians,  without  previous  recognition  of  their  local 
rights,  or  a purchase  of  the  land  from  them  of  which  no  record  exists. 

That  this  was  the  case  is  evident  from  the  circumstances  that 
took  place  during  the  erection  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson’s  home  1 he 
dwelling  was  constructed  for  her  by  Captain  James  Sands  of  Block 
Island,  and  his  partner.  In  Niles  “Narrative”  it  is  recorded  that 
one  day,  while  Sands  was  working  alone  upon  the  little  building,  a 
party  of  natives  came  on  the  scene,  and  endeavored  to  induce  him 
to  cease  the  work.  They  took  up  his  tools,  placed  his  axe  on  his 
shoulder  and  signed  to  him  to  quit.  A second  time  they  went 
through  this  pantomime  but  he  ignored  their  wishes  until  his  partner 
returned,  who  persuaded  him  to  abandon  the  dangerous  undertaking. 
Mrs.  Hutchinson  appears  at  the  time  to  have  been  in  the  vicinity, 
probably  temporarily  housed  with  other  pioneers,  and  determined 
woman  as  she  was,  she  secured  other  help  and  so  completed  her  new 

hOI1It  is  likely  that  she  assumed  that  the  natives  would  become  more 
friendly,  or  relied  upon  her  own  influence  and  personality  to  dis- 
suade them  from  violence.  But  she  could  have  little  realized  the 
effects  of  the  mistreatment  of  the  Indians  by  the  Dutch,  and  their 
growing  resentment  at  the  encroachments  which  Kieft  was  author- 
izing upon  their  home  lands.  It  only  needed  the  brutal  massacre 
of  the  natives  by  his  orders  on  February  25,  1643,  to  rouse  their 
savage  vengeance,  the  first  victims  of  which  were  the  unfortunate 
settlers  in  outlying  districts. 
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Amid  these  imminent  dangers  Mrs.  Hutchinson  continued  to 
occupy  her  little  home,  and  even  found  time  and  quietude  in  which 
to  conduct  some  spirited  correspondence  with  her  detractors  and 
religious  opponents.  One  of  those  letters  written  in  1643,  and 
printed  in  the  book  entitled,  “Glass  for  the  People  of  New  England,” 
was  probably  indited  in  the  little  house  which  was  soon  thereafter 
to  become  the  scene  of  her  tragic  ending. 

The  peculiar  interest  attaching  to  the  life  story  of  Ann  Marbury 
Hutchinson  and  its  pitiful  culmination  has  for  a long  time  past 


THE  SPLIT  ROCK  ROAD 

Once  the  Indian  trail  close  to  the  site  of  the  house  of  Ann  Hutchinson,  Pelham  Bay  Park. 

attracted  attention  to  the  precise  position  of  her  last  dwelling,  which 
has  been  traditionally  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rock. 

“Tradition  asserts,”  writes  the  Reverend  Cornelius  Winter 
Bolton,  in  the  third  edition  of  Bolton’s  History  of  Westchester 
County,  “that  Ann  Hutchinson’s  residence  was  located  on  the 
property  of  George  A.  Prevost,  Esq.,  of  Pelham  near  the  road  leading 
to  the  Neck,  on  the  ‘old  Indian  Path.’  Certain  it  is  that  the  ruins 
of  an  old  house  on  the  Prevost  estate,  near  Hutchinsons  river,  are 
still  to  be  seen,  a little  southwest  of  the  ‘Split  Rock,’  also  some 
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ancient  apple  trees  and  shrubs;  while  close  by  is  a fine  spring  of 
fresh  water,  all  of  which  are  claimed  to  have  been  associated  with 

the  history  of  this  remarkable  woman.” 

Several  efforts  have  been  made  by  interested  explorers  to  locate 
the  exact  site  of  this  interesting  building,  and  one  survey  of  the 
locality  led  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver  and  the  writer  to  the  rums  of  the  one- 
time Baxter  dwelling,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Split  Rock  road, 
immediately  opposite  the  rock,  on  which  we  discovered  many  inter- 
esting objects  of  the  Colonial  period,  and  about  forty  bronze  coins 
extending  in  date  from  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary  to  the  period 
succeeding  the  war  of  Independence.  Another  search  more  recently 
made  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Montgomery  of  Pelham  Manor,  disclosed  another 
old  house  site  further  south,  which  on  exploration  was  found  to  be 
of  a much  more  recent  date. 

In  December,  1920,  Mr.  Hector  W.  Hemingway,  a local  police 
officer  residing  on  City  Island,  became  interested  in  the  matter,  and 
on  enquiry  of  an  old  resident  as  to  the  most  traditional  site  of  the 
dwelling,  he  was  shown  a place  on  Cedar  Grove  Point,  close  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  also  near  the  brook  that  crosses  the  Split 
Rock  road  about  four  hundred  feet  south  of  the  rock.  The  place 
thus  agrees  with  the  description  given  in  an  article  in  the  New  York 
Sun,  July  seventeenth,  1904,  as  being  “on  a small  stream  flowing 
into  Eastchester  creek  afterwards  named  from  her,  Hutchinson 
River,”  and  it  was  situated  on  sloping  ground  favorable  for  such  a 
purpose,  facing  south,  and  within  thirty-five  feet  of  a little  stone 
dock  or  wharf  which  evidently  had  been  at  some  time  connected  with 
the  course  of  the  brook  as  it  entered  the  river. 

The  place  was  overgrown  with  brambles  and  huge  vines  of  poison 
ivy,  which  have  united  in  destroying  the  cedar  trees  that  once 
adorned  the  point  of  land,  and  now  stand  stripped  of  their  natural 
foliage,  burdened  with  the  destructive  vines.  With  Mr.  Charles 
Thurston  of  Kingsbridge,  who  has  been  a willing  aide  of  our  explora- 
tion work  for  many  years,  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Montgomery,  a visit  was 
made  to  the  site,  and  the  evident  outline  of  a walled  space  was 
readily  traced  in  a depression  about  fifteen  feet  square.  Permission 
was  sought  for  exploration  to  be  made  upon  park  property,  whic 
was  most  promptly  and  cordially  given  by  Commissioner  Joseph  . 
Hennessey.  Vigorous  shoveling  and  removal  of  loose  stones  soon 
revealed  the  side  of  a cellar  wall  composed  of  field  stones  neatly  laid 
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in  sand.  On  succeeding  visits  some  very  hard  labor,  with  the  expert 
assistance  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver,  Mr.  Thurlow  Weed  Reynolds,  and 
Mr.  John  Harden,  resulted  in  clearing  this  cellar  space  to  a depth 
of  about  five  feet,  to  a level  floor  composed  of  fine  gravel,  and  the 
discovery  of  the  lower  part  of  a flight  of  steps  at  one  corner.  The 


EXPLORING  THE  SITE  OF  THE  DWELLING  OF  ANN  HUTCHINSON 

William  R.  Montgomery  and  Charles  H.  Thurston  at  work. 

The  south  wall  of  the  cellar  being  exposed. 

The  Hutchinson  River  is  visible  through  the  underbrush. 


upper  tiers  of  stones  had  fallen  into  the  space  and  caused  hard  work 
in  their  removal. 

Our  forecasts  of  possible  relics  of  the  occupation  of  the  building 
were  predicated  upon  the  known  date  of  its  construction  and  destruc- 
tion, the  short  period  between  the  summer  or  fall  of  1642  and  the 
month  of  September  1643.  We  assumed  that  the  building  would 
probably  be  of  rude  and  simple  construction,  with  little  ironwork, 
and  limited  household  material.  Any  traces  of  the  tragedy  were 
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considered  most  unlikely,  in  view  of  the  fact  of  the  massacre  being 
followed  by  the  abandonment  of  white  settlement  in  the  region  for 
several  years,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  building  may 
have  been  fired,  and  if  so,  being  mainly  composed  of  lumber,  it 
would  have  been  completely  destroyed. 

Much  interest  thus  attached  to  every  fragment  of  civilized 
material,  and  a close  watch  was  kept  for  the  smallest  objects.  The 
crude  material  of  which  the  ruin  was  composed  tended  to  confirm 
these  anticipations.  The  stonework  was  laid  upon  field  stones, 
without  any  marks  of  tools.  There  was  very  little  evidence  of  plaster 
and  only  a handful  of  broken  bricks.  Two  were  complete  and  were 
of  the  rudest  hand-made  form  and  irregular  baking.  A few  hand- 
forged  nails,  a latch-bar,  and  a shutter  hinge  seemed  to  be  appro- 
priate to  such  early  construction,  as  well  as  the  fragments  of  a mug 
of  yellow  and  brown  lead  glazed  pottery  which  lay  near  the  floor 
level.  But  a small  piece  of  Chinese  hard-paste  porcelain,  part  of  a 
couple  of  small  saucers  of  early  salt-glazed  ware  hand-decorated  in 
green  and  a crude  attempt  at  red  color,  glazed  in  a defective 
manner,  were  not  of  as  early  a period,  and  plainly  indicated  the 
use  of  the  place  at  a date  as  late  as  the  middle  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century. 

There  were  small  fragments  of  window  glass  of  varying  thickness 
and  degree  of  finish,  some  evidently  of  an  earlier  date  than  others. 
On  the  floor  at  the  northwest  was  a mass  of  wood  ashes  in  which 
there  were  some  clam  and  oyster  shells  and  a tiny  iron  pothook. 
These  ashes  had  evidently  fallen  from  the  fireplace  above  the  cellar, 
and  this  led  to  examination  of  the  surface,  which  disclosed  the  stone 
base  of  a chimney  and  hearth  beyond  which  the  rectangular  base 
of  an  oven  appeared  to  be  indicated.  Outside  the  oven  base  a num- 
ber of  half-bricks  seemed  to  have  been  laid  as  a floor. 

We  came  to  the  conclusion,  from  the  presence  of  many  fragments 
of  broken  brick  in  the  soil  with  which  the  cellar  was  partly  filled, 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  fallen  brickwork  of  the  fireplace  and 
chimney  may  have  been  removed  by  residents  in  the  district.  Small 
traces  of  calcined  wood  indicated  the  work  of  fire.  Measuring  the 
cellar  we  found  it  to  have  been  a rectangular  space  thirteen  feet  six 
inches  long,  by  eleven  feet  wide,  and  the  remains  of  a stone  base  on 
the  north  side  indicated  the  size  of  the  structure  above  the  ground 
as  about  thirteen  and  a half  feet  square. 
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Two  of  the  steps  leading  to  the  cellar  were  intact,  formed  of  large 
undressed  stones.  Traces  of  bricks  on  the  steps  seemed  to  show  that 
these  had  been  used  to  make  part  of  the  stairway,  though  the  upper 
steps  were  missing  and  may  have  been  logs  of  wood. 


A SIWANOY  BURIED  NOT  FAR  FROM  THE  HOME  OF  ANN  HUTCHINSON 
ON  PELHAM  NECK,  PELHAMJ  BAY  PARK 

From  these  indications  it  was  possible  to  project  the  probable 
size  and  form  of  the  structure  which  in  the  absence  of  nails  and 
spikes  seems  to  have  been  composed  of  logs,  apparently  enclosing  a 
single  room.  The  entrance  was  doubtless  on  the  south  side  facing 
the  river  bank  and  only  thirty-five  feet  from  the  little  stone  dock. 


THE  N E W-Y  ORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


50 

A search  along  the  brook  by  Mr.  Harden,  after  a very  heavy  rain- 
storm, resulted  in  his  finding  the  exposed  corner  of  a wooden  trough, 
of  heavy  planks,  buried  in  the  bank  at  a turn  of  the  watercourse. 
This  seemed  to  be  a natural  place  for  collecting  the  necessary  supply 
of  fresh  water,  only  one  hundred  feet  east  of  the  building. 

The  general  features  of  the  locality  and  the  rude  character  of 
the  structure  seem  to  be  in  keeping  with  a pioneer’s  home,  and  such 
of  the  building  materials  as  we  found  harmonize  with  its  early  period 

of  construction.  . • i • i 

The  pottery  then  becomes  the  most  significant  element  in  decid- 
ing upon  its  authenticity  as  the  cabin  of  the  refugee.  By  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  Museum  of  the  American  Indian,  Heye  Foundation,  a 
comparison  was  made  of  the  finds  with  some  beautiful  specimens  of 
early  European  wares  found  with  Indian  interments  at  Fantego, 
Long  Island,  and  at  Burns  hill,  Warren,  Rhode  Island.  Those  in 
the  former  were  interred  prior  to  1730,  and  those  in  the  latter  were 
probably  made  in  the  very  early  days  of  the  Roger  Williams  colony, 
and  were  thus  contemporaneous  with  the  presence  of  Mistress 
Hutchinson.  These  include  several  blue-black  glass  bottles,  of 
which  we  found  part  of  a neck  and  some  fragments  on  the  cellar  floor 
A small  piece  of  the  handle  of  a stoneware  pitcher  which  we  found 
on  the  steps,  is  of  similar  ware  to  a fine  salt  glazed  Bellarmine  jug 
and  mug  found  buried  at  Warren,  and  there  is  also  among  the  same 
disinterred  material  a pottery  bowl  decorated  in  cobalt  blue,  which 
is  partly  salt-glazed,  having  the  appearance  of  a lead-glazed  surface 
baked  in  a salted  oven.  These  seem  to  point  to  a very  early  use  of 
such  wares,  and  indicate  the  possibility  of  the  possession  of  a tew 
such  ceramic  treasures  by  the  Hutchinson  household. 

But  on  the  other  hand  the  fragments  of  decorated  salt-glaze 
saucers  and  a few  pieces  of  English  cream-colored  lead-glazed  pottery 
tea  cups  and  the  tiny  scrap  of  blue-colored  hard-paste  porcelain  are 
pronounced  by  Dr.  Bosch  Reitz  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art 
to  be  of  a later  date,  and  point  to  the  occupation  of  the  site  as  a 
dwelling,  probably  until  the  period  of  the  Revolution. 

Welde,  in  his  “Rise,  Reign  and  Rum  of  the  Antinomians,  says, 
“some  write  that  the  Indians  did  burn  her  to  death  with  fire,  her 
house,  and  all  the  rest  named  that  belonged  to  her,  but  I am  not  able 
to  affirm  by  what  death  they  slew  her.  . . , 

It  is  likely  that  as  the  murders  were  committed  by  a single 
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'THE  BWELLINq  OF  .AKIN  MTUTCMINS  OK 
AT  THE  SPLIT  BOCK  - PELHAM 
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native,  at  night,  the  family  was  killed  inside  the  house,  but  there  is 
no  positive  statement  that  the  dwelling  was  burned,  and  even  if  the 
wooden  upper  part  was  destroyed,  the  stone  chimney  and  cellar 
walls  would  probably  have  remained  more  or  less  intact. 

The  result  of  our  exploration,  therefore,  is  to  decide  that  if  the 
dwelling  was  burned  at  the  time  of  the  massacre,  as  were  the  houses 
and  barns  of  Throckmorton  and  others,  it  was  doubtless  restored 
and  utilized  by  later  occupants  until  it  finally  fell  a victim  again  to 
fire,  or  to  ruin,  and  its  upper  portion  was  destroyed  and  the  materials 
carted  away  for  use  elsewhere.  But  the  advantageous  situation  of 
the  cabin,  its  crude  construction  and  its  very  limited  size,  indicate 
strong  probability  of  its  being  the  Hutchinson  home.  Its  location 
is  close  to  the  most  abundant  spring  of  water,  in  the  vicinity  indi- 
cated by  Robert  Bolton,  substantiated  by  the  local  tradition. 

We  have  left  the  excavated  cellar  in  the  condition  in  which  we 
found  it,  where,  until  the  processes  of  nature  have  once  again  filled  it 
with  soil,  and  the  wild  underbrush  has  once  more  overgrown  the 
site,  the  interested  visitor  may  look  upon  the  ancient  walls,  the 
quaint  outline  of  the  chimney  and  oven,  and  may  in  imagination 
revive  the  rough  but  sturdy  dwelling,  and  may  picture  the  scene  as 
these  wild  woods  rang  with  the  startling  yell  of  the  savage  and  per- 
haps the  last  cries  of  his  unfortunate  victims. 
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THE  INDIAN  CHIEF 
Contemplating  the  Progress  of  Civilization. 
In  marble  by  Thomas  Crawford,  1856. 
(Owned  by  the  Society.) 


54 


THE  N E W-Y  OREL  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


A VISIT  TO  FORT  ST.  GEORGE 

Except  locally,  Fort  St.  George  at  Smith’s  Point,  Mastic,  Long 
Island,  is  an  almost  unknown  military  work.  Yet  an  interesting 
Revolutionary  event  occurred  there  which  is  related  in  the  Memoir  of 
Colonel  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  who  also  gives  us  a plan  of  the  Fort. 
This  plan  led  the  Society’s  Field  Exploration  Committee  to  visit  the 
spot  with  the  hope  of  finding  physical  evidence  in  the  shape  of  revo- 
lutionary relics  to  definitely  locate  the  site.  Without  previous  knowl- 
edge of  the  place  an  unlooked-for  surprise  greeted  them  upon  their 
arrival  on  May  14th  last.  Instead  of  the  usual  unoccupied  field  ot 
Revolutionary  encampment  or  fort  site,  we  found  ourselves  on  the 
estate  of  the  original  Colonel  William  Tangier  Smith  (1654-1705), 
which  is  still  the  home  of  the  family,  and  before  the  original  home- 
stead, beautifully  located  upon  the  point  overlooking  the  Great  South 
Bay.  Three  hundred  feet  from  the  homestead  is  the  family  burial 
eround.  We  were  greeted  by  Miss  Martha  Tunstall  Tangier  Smith, 
the  present  owner  and  resident  of  Smith’s  Point,  who  informed  us 
that  the  estate  was  part  of  the  “Manor  of  St.  George  originally 
granted  to  Colonel  Smith  by  Governor  Benjamin  Fletcher  in  1693. 

The  well-kept  grounds  about  the  point  did  not  admit  of  excava- 
tion work  by  the  Committee.  It  is  apparent  that  much  ol  the 
ground  had  been  levelled  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  locate  the  exact 
outlines  of  the  fort;  while  the  homestead  has  been  moved  about  one 
hundred  or  more  feet  from  its  first  site.  Lossing  in  his  Held  Book 
of  the  Revolution”  states  that  when  he  visited  the  p ace  in  1851, 
the  lines  of  the  fort  “might  be  distinctly  traced,”  and  tells  of  the 
attack  of  Colonel  Benjamin  Tallmadge  on  Fort  St  George  as  follows  : 

“In  the  autumn  of  1780,  some  Rhode  Island  Tory  refugees  took 
possesssion  of  the  manor-house  of  General  John  Smith,  at  Smith  s 
Point,  fortified  it  and  the  grounds  around  it,  and  began  cutting  wood 
for  the  British  army  in  New  York.  At  the  solicitation  of  General 
Smith,  and  with  the  approval  of  Washington,  Major  Tallmadge 
proceeded  to  dislodge  them.  They  had  named  their  fortress  Fort 
George,  and  appeared  too  strongly  intrenched  to  be  in  tear. 
Tallmadge  crossed  the  Sound  from  Fairfield  with  eighty  dis- 
mounted dragoons,  and  landed  in  the  evening  at  Old  Man  s, 
now  Woodville.  On  account  of  a storm,  he  remained  there  until  the 
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next  night,  when,  accompanied  by  Heathcote  Muirson,  he  marched 
toward  Fort  George.  At  the  mills,  about  two  miles  from  the  fort, 
he  procured  a faithful  guide,  and  at  dawn  he  and  his  gallant  soldiers 
burst  through  the  stockade  on  the  southwestern  side,  rushed  across 
the  parade,  and,  shouting  “Washington  and  Glory!”  they  furiously 
assailed  the  redoubt  upon  three  sides.  The  garrison  surrendered 


THE  SMITH  HOUSE  AT  SMITH’S  POINT,  L.  I. 

Referred  to  in  the  will  of  Colonel  William  Smith  as  the  “house  on  the  south  side  of  the  Island 
on  the  Manor  of  St.  George.” 


without  resistance.  At  that  moment  a volley  was  fired  from  the 
upper  windows  of  the  mansion.  The  incensed  Americans  burst 
open  the  doors,  and  would  have  killed  every  inmate,  had  not  Major 
Tallmadge  interfered. 

Having  secured  his  prisoners  (three  hundred  in  number), 
demolished  the  fort,  and  burned  vessels  lying  at  the  wharf,  laden 
with  a great  amount  of  stores,  Tallmadge  set  out  on  his  return  at 
sunrise.  On  his  way,  leaving  his  corps  in  command  of  Captain 
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Edgar,  he  proceeded  with  ten  or  twelve  men  to  Corum,  and  there, 
after  overpowering  the  guard,  they  destroyed  three  hundred  tons  of 
hay  collected  for  the  British  army  in  New  York.  He  arrived  at 
Fairfield  with  his  prisoners  early  in  the  evening,  without  losing  a 
man.  This  brilliant  exploit  drew  from  Washington  a very  compli- 
mentary letter,  and  from  Congress  a gratifying  resolution. 


THE  GROUNDS  ABOUT  THE  SMITH  HOUSE,  ONCE  WITHIN  THE  TRIANGULAR  FORT 
One  of  two  war  of  1861-1865  cannon  in  foreground. 

The  fort  consisted  of  a triangular  inclosure  of  several  acres  of 
ground,  at  two  angles  of  which  was  a strong  barricaded  house,  and 
at  the  third  was  a strong  redoubt,  ninety-six  feet  square,  with 
bastions,  a deep  ditch,  and  abatis.  Between  the  houses  and  the 
fort  were  stockades  twelve  feet  in  height.  It  was  embrasured  for 
six  guns;  two  only  were  mounted.  This  fort  was  intended  as  a 
depository  of  stores  for  the  Tories  of  Suffolk  county. 


The  Hon.  Thomas  Gage , Efq; 

Governor,  aad  Commander  in  Chief  in  and'  over  his  Majefty's  Province  of  Maflachufctts-Bay,  a 

Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


W 


HEttEAS  the  inlatuilc dmA'iOdes,  who  kavalong  fufferei 
thyoifilvrs  to  he  conduced  by  c*rt»in  wejl  known  Incen- 
diarict  sod  Timoti,  in  a fatal  pragrtffiata  of  Crimea,  againft 
tjo  fonfHtotaonal  authority  of  the  Hate,  hare  at  length  pro. 
amxbut-  to  a««wc<l  aakellioa  , aad  the  pood  eflMti  which 


were  evpcOxd  to  erife  from  the  patience  and  lenity  of  the  King’s  government, 
have  been  often iiuftatod,  an<l  *r<e  now  rendered  hopeleft.  by  the  influence  of 
ihe  tame  ,e»M  ctainfclt;  il  only  remains  fir  thota  who  are  .entrufted  with  fii- 


: rule,  aa  well  for  the  punifliment  of  the  guilty,  aa  the  protection  .of  the 
.wdl-affcftcd,  to  prove  they  do  not  bear  the  (word  in  vaiu. 

The  infringement]  which  have  been  committed  upon  the  mo(l  tiered  right* 
of  the  crown  and  people  of  Great-  Britain,  ate  too  many  to  enumerate  on  ono 
fide,  and  are  ajl  loo  attroeious  to  be  palliated  on  the  other.  AH  unprejudiced 
people  who  have  been  wkneflaa  of  the  lata  t-anfaflions,  in  thi*  and  the  neigh, 
cowing  provinces,  will  £nd  upon  a tranfiant  review,  marks  of  premeditation 
and  conhdr^cy  that  woald'juftify  the  fuluefa  of  .chaflifcioent : And  even  thofe 
who  are leafl  acquainted  frith  Ijifls,  .cannot  fail  to  receive  a juft  imprcffion  of 
their  cntaxtuty,  in  pr^wtioH  as  they  dtlcorcr  the  arts  and  afliduity  by  which 
they  bade  been  falfiSed  or  concealed.  The  authors  of  th«  prefent  unnatural 
revolt  nftcr  daring  to  truft  their  caufe  or  their  »<3ion*  to  the  judgment  of  an 
impartial  public,  or  even  to  the  difpaflionate  reflexion  of  their  lollowcrs,  have 
tutaftatnljr  placpd  their  chief  confidence  i«  the  fuppreffion  of  truth:  And 
while  indefatigable  and  fhaoaelcfs  pains  have  been  taken  to  obftrud  every  ap- 
peal to  the  real  intareft  of  the  people  of  America;  the  grofleft  forgeries, 
calumnies  and  abfurditia  that  ever  jnfulted  human  underftandmg,  have  been 
impaled  upon  their  credulity.  The  prefc,  tljat  dillinguifticd  appendage  of 
public  liberty,  and  when  fairly  and  imjartially  employed  its  baft  fupport,  hat 
been  invariably  proftituiad  to  the  mod  contrary  puipofes;  The  animated  lan- 
guage of  ancient  and  yirtoous  time],  calculated  to  vindicate  and  promote  the 
juft  rights  and  i nr  r reft  "of  m.  nkinlf.yuve  been  applied  to  countenance  the  tyioft 
abandoned  violation  of  thofe  lacrcd  bleflings;  anil  not  only  from  the  flagjucua 
prints,  buttawwi  the  popular  harrJnguesof  the  times,  men  have  been  taught 
iodepend  upqn  ajftivitV  in  treafon,  for  the  fecurity  ol  their  perfons  and  proper- 
ties : 'till  to  ewmplcat  the  horrid  profanation  of  terms,  and  of  ideas,  the  name 
of  Goo  has  Upn  iiitiqdi*ed  in  the  pulpits  lu  cicita  and  juflafy  dcvaflapo* 
and  mulLcre. 

The  minds  of  melt  have  l-een  thus  gradually  prepared  for  the  worft  ex. 
freir.itics;  a number  of  armed  perfons.  li>  the  amount  ol  many  thoalinds 
.tflttnbled  on  the  19'h  of  April  laft,  ai  d from  behind  walls,  and  larking  holes' 
attacked  a detachment  ol  tne  King’s  troops,  who  not  expecting  fo  confum- 
ma:e  an  at  of  pliren/y,  unprepared  l«r  vengeahee,  and  willing  to  decline  it, 
Hjadc  ule  of  their  anus  only  in  their  own  defence.  Since  that  peiidd,  the 
rebels,  deriving  confidence  Iroin  impunity,  have  added  infult  to  outrage  ; have 
icpciicdly  fired  upon  tha  King's  Ihips  and  fubjefls,  with  cannon  apd  finall 
arm',  have  pt. (lifted  the  roadr,  and  other  communications  by  which  the  town 
of  Ikifton  was  fupplied  with  prouiftons ; and  with  a prepofterous  parade  of 
milit.ry  arr.ngcment,  they  afleft  to  hold  the  army  belieged  ; while  part  of 
their  body  make  daily  anj  indifcrjminatc  invafions  upon  private  property,  and 
with  a wamonnefs  of  fruelty  ever  incident  lo  lawlets  tumult,  carry  depreda- 
tion and  diftrefs  wherever  they  tufn  their  fteps.  The  adlioni  of  the  19th  of 
April  are  of  fuch  notoriety,  as  mpft  b.fBe  all  attempts  to  contradifl ' them, 
and  tin.  flames  of  buildings  and  other  property  from  the  iflands,  and  adjacent 
country,  fbr  fome  weeks  paft,  fptead  a melancholy  confirmation  of  the  lub- 
fcqoent  alTcrtions. 


In  tlii  exigency  if  complicated  calami  tie,,  J avail  my/el/  of  the  lajl  <_ 
fie  bounds  of  my  duty,  to  {part  tU  rffifion  cj  blood  ; to  offer,  aad  ~I  'do  hereby 


And  to  the  end  that  lit  feff.n  pff+in  tie  Km 
plead  ignorance  ef  thtmdfmma  f rtfxfmg  it, 
onh  the  perfons  abme-naped  and  excepted,  but  ah 


in  hi,  Majefif,  name,  afrr  and  pnauf.  bit  mod 

■who  Jhat  forthwith  lay  doom  the, r arm,,  am*  return  to  the  £'*** 

f.Li.Ft.  exertnima  onto  tram  the  benefit  of  jiutt  pardon,  Samuel  Adams  and  John 
"Hancock,  t Tbffdfmmo  art  f tfp  Jfagirioul  a nature  to  admit  tf  day  other  f.S- 
fidouatioet  them  that  of  {tndofU  fxeiffmool . 

, the  Kmkt  of  tbit  proffered  mercy,  may 
it,  I by  tbefe  prefent,  proclaim  not 
th'e  perfont  above-named  and  except*,  but  alfo  alt  t heir  adherent,,  affociatet, 
and  abettor,,  maning  torempr+ud  in  thofe  term,,  all  Wroery  ferfon,  and 
ferfon,  at  what  cluf,.  denomination  yr  defection  foever.  mi,,  have  appeared  in 
arms  again fl  the  King,  frvemment.  and  fhaH  not  lay  down the lame  a.  fore-men. 
tixrrdj  and  likemife  ah  fuch  a,  {hall  fo  take  arm,  offer  the  date  hereof,  or  who 
/hall aar-milepfotrftor  conceal  fuch  ffrnde  ft,  or  a#  them  netb  money  pros,, f, on, 
cattle,  arm 1,  ammunition,  carriages,  or  any  ether  ntcoffary  for  Jubptence  or 
offence  -,  or  0*4  boll  fecret  corre/pendence  with  them  by  letter,  meffage,  fgnal, 
or  other-wife,  ft  be  rebel,  and  traitor,,  and  a,  fucb  to  be  treated. 

And  Whereat,  doriwg  the  continuance  of  .the  prefent  unnatural  rebellion,’ 
juAice  <m«wkK  Wt  *dmimftored  by  the  common  law  of  tho  land,  the  ccwrfe 
whereof  ha*,  hr  a longtime  paft,  been  violently  impeded,  and  wholly  inter- 
rupted  1 from  wbuue  refults’  1 neceffity  forufing  and  exetcifing  tha  law 
martial;  I have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  the  authority  veiled  m me,  by  the- 
Foval  Charter  to  this  province,  to  publifti,  and  I do  hereby  pabliQi.  pioclaim, 
and  order  the  ofe  aud  exetcife  of  the  law  martial,  wi  h n and  throughout 
this  province,  for  fo  long  time  as  the  prefent  unhappy  ooc-G an  (hill  neccITtrily 
require  • wfatruof  all  perfons  are  hereby  requited  to  take  nonce  and  govern 
themfelvea  aa  well  to  mainuin  order  and  regularity  among  the  peiceable 
inhabitants'  ol  the  province,  as  to  refill,  enceuntei,  and  fubdue  the  Rebel, 
—j  T.a:.—  j^'sirnU  hv  filch  as  (hall  be  called  upon  for  thofe 


and  Traitor*  above- ikfcnked  by  fuch  a* 
put-off*. 


To  tbefe  ii 
part  of  nay  duty,  to 
ia  <0  trying  a Crlfis. 


,ut  I trail  fahstary  meafijres,  k ia  a far  more  pleafing 
I the  affijranct*  of  protodhxi  and  fupport,  to  aft  who 
a (jyiisa,  (hall  mam/eft  theta  aUegCnca  to  tho  K ng.  and  affoOioir 
pxent  ftafc.  Soihat  lud»  pabmom  may  have  been  intimidated  to  quit 
habitation*  i«  the  Wfc  of  thia  alarm,  may  return  to  their  refpeaive 
nd  prafefiont , and  Hand  diftina  and  kpar ate  ftoto  tha  pernetdea 
aftitutioo,  till  God  in  hi*  mercy  fhall  reftore  lo  hi*  creetarea,  in  this 
diftreArd  Lmd,  that  lyftem  of  happinefi  from  which  they  have  been  feduced, 
the  religion  ol  peace,  and  liberty  founded  upon  law. 

GIVEN  at  BOSTON,  thi*  Twelfth  Day  of  June,  in 
the  Fifteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  pfhitMajefty  GEORGE  the 
Third,  by  the  Grace  of  GOD,  of  Great-Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  XING,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Etc.  Aoftoquc 
Domini,  .1775- 

By  His  Excellency’s  Command, 

7 'bo’s  . Flucker , Secr’y. 


Tho’s  Gage. 


GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


PROCLAMATION  OF  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  GAGE,  JUNE  12,  177s.  TO  PREVENT  THE  REVOLU- 
TIONARY CONFLICT,  WHICH  CONTAINS  THE  FOLLOWING  PARAGRAPH: 

In  this  exigency  of  complicated  calamities,  I avail  myself  of  the  last  effort  within  the  bounds  of  my  duty,  to 
spare  the  effusion  of  blood;  to  offer,  and  I do  hereby  in  his  Majesty’s  name,  offer  and  promise,  his  most  gracious 
pardon  to  all  persons  who  shall  forthwith  lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  the  duties  of  peaceable  subjects, 
excepting  only  jfrom  the  ^benefit  of  such  pardon,  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock,  whose  offences  are  of 
too  flagitious  a nature  to  admit  of  anv  other  consideration  than  that  of  condign  nunishment. 
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BUILDING  FUND 

Le  Due  deLoubat,  formerly  a resident  of  New  York,  now  of  Paris, 
a life  member  of  the  Society  since  1871  and  Patron  since  1921,  has 
generously  contributed  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Building  Fund  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society. 

It  has  long  been  the  wish  of  the  Society’s  Officers  to  see  its 
building  completed.  The  Central  portion  of  the  building  as  illus- 
trated on  the  reverse  of  the  front  cover  of  this  Bulletin  shows  the 
ground  on  which  the  north  and  south  wings  are  to  be  erected  and 
when  completed  the  building  will  occupy  the  block  front  76th  to 
77th  Streets,  Central  Park  West. 

Ever  since  the  removal  of  the  Society  from  its  old  home  on  Second 
Avenue  and  Eleventh  Street,  the  Art  Gallery  has  been  but  tem- 
porarily hung  in  the  present  building,  as  the  unbuilt  north  wing  was 
planned  for  its  reception,  hence  many  of  the  pictures  are  poorly 
exhibited  while  the  Library  during  the  past  fourteen  years  has  out- 
grown its  space  and  the  two  additional  book  stacks  planned  for  the 
south  wing  is  a looked-for  relief  in  our  present  crowded  condition. 

During  the  past  eight  years  of  war  struggle  it  was  not  deemed 
advisable  to  solicit  funds  for  the  completion  of  the  building,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  sufficient  funds  will  be  received  to  carry 
out  this  worthy  project.  The  present-day  cost  of  these  wings  has 
not  been  estimated;  either  or  both  can  be  erected,  whenever  the 
funds  are  in  hand.  The  figures  of  costs  and  further  particulars  will 
soon  be  announced  when  we  trust  the  members  of  the  Society  will 
respond  to  an  appeal  to  complete  its  home. 


NOTES 

The  Society  participated  in  the  ceremonies  attending  the  rededi- 
cation of  the  Nathan  Hale  Statue  on  its  permanent  site  and  the 
unveiling  of  the  Liberty  Pole  Tablet  in  City  Hall  Park  on  Flag  Day, 
June  14,  1922,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  Liberty  Pole  was  dedicated  on  June  14, 
1921  by  the  Joint  Action  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society  and 
the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  the  tablet  unveiled  this  year  bears 
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the  following  inscription,  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Lewis 
Slattery,  D.D.: 

Here  in  the  Ancient  Commons  of  the  City 
Where  Before  the  Time  of  Our 
National  Independence 

Five  Liberty  Poles  Were  Successively  Set  Up 
This  Flag  Pole  of  1921 
Is  Placed 

In  Grateful  Remembrance  of  All  Lovers  of  Our 

Country 
Who  Have  Died 

That  the  Liberty  Won  on  These  Shores 
Might  be  the  Heritage 
Of  the  World. 


The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  for  pre- 
senting a collection  of  pewter,  gathered  by  Dr.  George  W.  Nash,  of 
Hurley,  N.  Y.,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  pieces  and 
comprising  bowls,  candle  holders,  coffee  pots,  ladles,  lamps,  mugs, 
mustard  pot,  plates,  platters,  porringers,  salt  and  pepper  shakers, 
snuff  box,  spoons,  sugar  shakers,  syrup  pitchers,  tankards,  tea  pots, 
water  pitchers,  etc.  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  this  collection,  the 
Society  had  but  a few  pieces  of  pewter,  which  makes  this  gift 
most  welcome. 

Mr.  James  B.  Wilbur  presented  a miscellaneous  lot  of  50  manu- 
scripts among  which  are  letters  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  1785? 
N P.  Willis,  Aaron  Burr,  Robert  Morris,  Samuel  Jones,  Henry 
Dearborn,  and  John  Taylor,  also  various  deeds  relating  to  New 
York,  1768,  and  later. 

Dr.  George  W.  Nash,  of  Hurley,  N.  Y.,  presented  a large  collec- 
tion of  historical  and  genealogical  data  relating  to  Hurley,  Kingston, 
and  Marbletown,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  totaling  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  manuscripts,  1667-1918;  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  maps,  ten  pamphlets  and  a few  relics. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Savage  presented  a colonial  sword  with  an  inscription 
“God  Bless  the  Province  of  New  York.”  Also  a straw  hat  (“Bird- 
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cage”)  said  to  have  been  worn  by  General  Lafayette  on  his  visit  to 
the  United  States  in  1824. 

A Venetian  point  lace  collar,  worn  by  Judge  Robert  R.  Livingston 
(1718-1775)  on  his  judicial  robe,  was  presented  by  Miss  Julia  Barton 
Hunt,  niece  of  the  great  granddaughter  of  Judge  Livingston. 

By  bequest  of  Gerard  Stuyvesant,  the  Society  received  a cane 
made  from  Governor  Stuyvesant’s  Pear  Tree,  a portrait  of  Governor 
Peter  Stuyvesant  (from  the  Society’s  original),  and  a silver  tankard 
engrossed  with  the  Stuyvesant  Arms. 

From  the  Durr  Gallery  Fund  was  purchased  a water  color  por- 
trait of  Rev.  John  Rodgers,  D.D.,  1727-1811,  in  a curious  original 
frame,  artist  unknown.  A similar  framed  portrait,  by  the  same 
hand,  of  George  Washington  was  presented  by  Mr.  Samuel  V. 
Hoffman  a year  ago. 


MEMBERS 

The  following  candidates  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

Life  Member 
Henry  Phelps  Johnston 

Annual  Members 

Wilber  A.  Bloodgood  Moritz  Wormser 

Harrison  K.  Bird  Cornelius  A.  Pugsley 

Walter  Warner  Palmer,  M.D.  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Gillett 
Frederic  C.  C.  Boyd 


NECROLOGY 

Mrs.  Lansdale  Boardman,  an  annual  member  since  1919,  died 
March  16,  1922. 

Miss  Josephine  H.  Dill,  an  annual  member  since  1903,  died 
March  28,  1922. 

George  Gordon  King,  a life  member  since  1898,  died  March 
30,  1922  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age. 

John  Craig  Havermeyer,  a life  member  since  1857,  died  June 
8,  1922,  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  in  the  90th  year  of  his  age. 
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AMERICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  DIARIES 

ALSO 

Journals,  Narratives,  Autobiographies,  Reminiscences 
and  Personal  Memoirs 

CATALOGUED  AND  DESCRIBED  WITH  AN 

Index  of  Places  and  Events 
By  William  S.  Thomas,  M.D. 


II 


BESOM,  Philip,  of  Mass.  Sailor  on 
various  privateers. 

Afloat. 

Narrative  of  naval  adventures  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

June  17,  1775-Mar.  1783. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.,  1862,  pp.  357- 
360. 

BEVIER,  Philip  Du  Bois,  Capt.,  5th  N. 
Y.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Fort  Montgomery,  Hudson  Highlands. 
June,  1 777. 

“An  Old  Diary.”  An  account  of  the 
French  Arms  and  Accoutrements  De- 
livered to  my  Company,  Col.  L.  Dubois 
Reg’t.,  4 pp.  Names  of  about  90  soldiers. 
N.  Y.  H.  & G.  Rec.  Vol.  XXVII,  1896. 

BIXBY,  Samuel,  of  Mass. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass. 

May  4,  1775-Jan.  2,  1776. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.  Vol.  XIV,  1876, 
pp.  285-298. 

BLAKE,  Thomas,  Lieut.  1st  N.  H. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

N.  H.;  Ticonderoga;  Burgoyne  Cam- 
paign, N.  Y.;  Hudson  River;  N.  J.;  Pa., 
1777.  Pa.;  N.  J.;  Monmouth;  Westches- 
ter Co.,  N.  Y.;  Conn.;  Redding,  1778. 
Conn.;  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition, 
Pa.  and  N.  Y.,  1779.  N.  Y.  Hudson 
River;  N.  J.;  Hudson  Highlands;  1780. 
May  14,  1777-Oct.  25,  1780. 


In  History  of  the  First  N.  H.  Reg’t.  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Frederick 
Kidder,  Albany,  1868,  pp.  25-56. 

BLATCHFORD,  John,  Sailor,  Cont’l. 

Navy,  on  ship  Hancock. 

Afloat;  Prisoner  of  War. 

June,  1777-May  9,  1783. 

Narrative  in  Crumbs  for  Antiquarians, 
edited  by  Charles  I.  Bushnell,  Vol.  II, 
privately  printed  N.  Y.,  18 66,  pp.  10-45. 

BOARDMAN,  Rev.  Benj.,  Chaplain, 
2nd  Conn.  Cont’l.  Reg’t.,  Mass. 
Siege  of  Boston,  July  31-Nov.  12,  1775. 
Camp  life  around  Boston. 

Mass.  H.  S.  Proc.  2 ser.  Vol.  VII,  1892, 
pp.  400-413. 

BOARDMAN,  Oliver,  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  Private,  Capt.  Blague’s 
Co.,  Conn.  Militia. 

Northern  N.  Y.;  Burgoyne’s  surrender. 
Sept.  2— Oct.  27,  1777. 

Conn.  H.  S.  Coll.  Vol.  VIII,  1899,  pp. 
223-237. 

BOARDMAN,  Timothy,  Sailor  on  the 
Privateer  Oliver  Cromwell. 
Afloat;  New  London,  Conn.,  to  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  and  return. 

Apr.  7-May  30,  July  24-Sept.  6,  1778. 
Log-Book  of  Timothy  Boardman,  J. 
Munsell’s  Sons,  Albany,  1885,  pp.  52- 
55>  63-69. 
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BOSTON,  Siege  of.  Anonymous,  by  a 
lieutenant  in  a Conn.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Extracts. 

Jan.  4-April  6,  1776. 

Historical  Mag.,  Oct.  1864,  pp.  326- 
332. 

BOUDINOT,  Elias,  of  N.  J.  Col., 
Commissary  General  of  Prison- 
ers; President  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1 775-17^3* 

“Literal  and  exact.  Valuable  source  for 
Revolutionary  history  by  one  who  took 
a prominent  part.  Not  very  extensive.’’ 
Literature  of  American  History,  Larned, 
1892. 

Philadelphia;  Bourquin,  1894,  97  pp. 
Trenton,  N.  J.;  Traver,  1899;  limited  ed. 
Pa.  Magazine,  Vol.  XV,  1891,  pp.  27-34. 
Life  of,  edited  by  Jane  J.  Boudinot; 
Boston,  1896. 

Original  manuscript  of  diary  in  Pa. 
Hist.  Soc’y. 

BOYNTON,  Thomas,  Sergt.  Capt. 
Ames  Comp’y,  Col.  Jas.  Frye’s 
reg’t. 

Lexington  Alarm;  Bunker  Hill;  Siege  of 
Boston. 

April  19-Aug.  26,  1775. 

Unpublished  manuscript. 

An  extract  in  Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc. 
Vol.  XV,  Mar.  1877,  p.  254;  another  in 
Historical  Sketches  of  Andover,  Mass., 
by  S.  L.  Bailey,  1880;  pp.  321-322. 
Manuscript  in  Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y. 

BRODHEAD,  Daniel,  Col.  8th  Pa. 

Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Allegheny  Campaign,  Pa. 

Aug.  11-Sept.  16,  1779. 

Pa.  Archives,  Vol.  XII,  pp.  138,  I54> 
155- 

BROOKE,  Francis  J.,  of  Va.  Lieut.  1st 
Cont’l.  Artillery  Reg’t. 

Va.  Campaign  under  Lafayette,  1781. 
Narrative  written  late  in  life.  Mag. 
Hist.  Extra  No.  74,  1921,  pp.  9-3°. 


BROOME,  L.,  Sergt.  4th  Cont’l.  Artil- 
lery. 

North  Redoubt,  Hudson  Highlands, 
N.  Y.,  1780-1781. 

Typed  copy  of  manuscript  diary,  with 
extracts  from  orderly  books,  returns, 
etc. 

Diary  occupies  29  pp. 

In  library  of  U.  S.  Military  Academy, 
West  Point,  N.  Y. 

BROWN,  Tarleton,  of  Albemarle  Co., 
Va.  Lieut.,  S.  C.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 
Va.;  N.  C.;  S.  C.;  Ga.;  Southern  states. 
1775-1781. 

Narrative  in  Crumbs  for  Antiquarians, 
edited  by  Charles  I.  Bushnell,  N.  Y. 
Privately  printed,  1864,  Vol.  I,  pp.  10- 
5i- 

BUELL,  John  Hutchinson,  Capt.,  4th 
Conn.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

N.  J.;  Hudson  River  region;  Highlands 
of  Hudson  River,  1780;  Hudson  High- 
lands; Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.;  Hudson 
River  region;  Conn.;  1781.  Hudson 
Highlands;  Westchester  Co.;  Conn.; 

1782.  Conn.;  Hudson  Highlands;  Conn.; 

1783. 

Fragment  from  the  Diary  of  Maj.  John 
Hutchinson  Buell;  Brattleboro,  Vt., 
Hildreth  & Fales,  1887,  pp.  25. 

BUNKER  HILL,  Battle  of.  By  an 

anonymous  survivor. 

June  17,  1776. 

Recollections  of  a Survivor,  published 
by  Needham  Maynard,  in  a Boston 
newspaper,  1843.  Referred  to  in  Win- 
sor’s  Reader’s  Handbook  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution. 

BURNET,  Robert,  Lieut.  2nd  (N.  Y.) 
Cont’l.  Artillery. 

Reminiscences  of  Washington  at  New 
Windsor,  1783. 

As  told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson 
J.  Lossing,  Chap.  XI,  2 pages  of  Hours 
with  Living  Men  and  Women  of  the 
Revolution,  N.  Y.,  1889. 
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BURNHAM,  John,  of  Gloucester,  Mass. 
Major,  5th  Mass.  Cont’l.  Reg’t.; 
also  of  Little’s  Reg’t.  and  8th 
Mass.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.;  1775.  Battle  of 
Long  Island;  1776.  N.  J.;  Mass.;  Bur- 
goyne  campaign;  1777.  Monmouth,  N. 
J.;  1778.  Stony  Point,  Battle  of;  West 
Point;  N.  Y.;  1779.  Yorktown  cam- 
paign; 1781. 

Contains  anecdotes  of  Baron  Steuben. 
Recollections  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
1775-1781. 

Mag.  of  History,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y., 
Extra  number  54,  part  2;  pp.  5-18. 

BURROWES,  John,  Capt.  Spencer’s 
5th  N.  J.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

N.  J.;  Pa.;  N.  Y.;  Sullivan’s  Indian 
expedition,  Pa. 

Aug.  23-Oct.  13,  1779. 

In  Gen’l.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition, 
Albany,  1887.  9 pp. 

BURTON,  Jonathan,  of  Wilton,  N.  H. 

Lieut.,  N.  H.  Militia. 

Canada  Expedition,  N.  Y.,  1776. 

Aug.  i-Nov.  29,  1776. 

Diary  and  Orderly  Book,  edited  by 
Isaac  W.  Hammond,  Concord,  N.  H., 
1885,  pp.  26-38. 

BUTLER,  Maj.  John. 

Wyoming,  Pa.,  Battle  of;  July  3,  1778. 
Wyoming  Hist.  & Geol.  Soc.  Proc. 
Vol.  XVI,  1918,  pp.  109-110. 

BUTLER,  Richard,  Col.  5th  Pa.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Yorktown,  Va. 

Sept.  i-Oct.  25,  1781. 

Hist.  Mag.,  Mar.  1864,  pp.  102-112. 

BUXTON,  Mrs. 

Reminiscences  of  the  Revolution  in 
South  Carolina,  as  told  to  and  tran- 
scribed by  Benson  J.  Lossing,  Jan., 
i849* 

Chap.  Ill  of  Hours  with  Living  Men  and 
Women  of  the  Revolution,  N.  Y.,  Funk 
& Wagnalls,  1889. 


CAMPFIELD,  Dr.  Jabez,  Surg.  to 
Spencer’s  5th  N.  J.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 
Morristown,  N.  J.,  to  Pa.;  Sullivan’s 
Expedition;  N.  Y.;  Pa. 

May  23-Oct.  2,  1779. 

N.  J.  H.  S.  Proc.  Vol.  Ill  (1872),  pp. 
117-136. 

CANADA  Expedition  under  Mont- 
gomery, 1775.  Anonymous. 

Sept.  17-Oct.  11,  1775. 

Siege  of  St.  John’s.  Intimate  details  by 
an  officer  close  to  Gen.  Montgomery. 
4 pp.  folio;  manuscript. 

In  New  York  Historical  Society. 

CARROLL,  Charles,  of  Md.  Signer  of 
Deck,  and  Commissioner  from 
Congress. 

Commission  to  Canada,  Spring  of  1776; 
Hudson  River  region;  Highlands  of 
Hudson;  Constitution  Island. 

Apr.  22-June  10,  1776. 

With  memoir  and  notes  by  Brantz 
Meyer. 

Md.  His.  Soc’y.  Centennial  Memorial, 
Baltimore,  1876,  pp.  47-104. 

CARTER,  Landon,  a Virginia  planter. 
Domestic,  social  and  local  rural  affairs. 
Jan.-May,  1776. 

Wm.  & Mary  Quar.,  Vol.  XV,  1907,  pp. 
15-20;  Vol.  XVI,  pp.  257-268;  Vol. 

XVIII,  pp.  37-44. 

CHANDLER,  Abiel,  of  Andover,  Mass. 

Revolutionary  soldier. 

Hudson  Valley;  service  on  the  North 
River,  N.  Y. 

Dec.  2,  1776-April  1,  1 777. 

Essex  Inst.  Coll.  XLVII,  Apr.,  1911, 
pp.  181-186. 

CHASE,  — , Private,  (N.  H.  ?)  Militia. 
Hudson  Highlands,  1780. 

Benedict  Arnold’s  escape  as  told  by  a 
spectator. 

E.  S.  Thomas’  Reminiscences  of  the 
Last  Sixty-five  Years ; 2 vols.,  Hartford, 
Conn.,  1840.  Vol.  1,  pp.  274-275. 
Quoted  from  The  Monthly  Visitor,  a 
New  York  magazine. 
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CLAP,  Caleb,  Ens.  26th  (Baldwin’s) 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  at  close  of  Boston 
Siege,  to  campaign  about  N.  Y.  City. 
Mar.  29-Aug.  26,  1776. 

Hist.  Mag.,  3rd  series,  Vol.  Ill,  1874, 
PP-  133-13 7>  247-251. 

CLARK,  George  Rogers,  Col.,  Illinois 
Reg’t.,  Va.  Militia. 

Illinois  campaign. 

1778-1779. 

Memoir  by  himself.  A striking  Revol- 
utionary character.  111.  State  Hist. 
Lib.  Coll.  VIII,  pp.  209-302. 

Am.  Hist.  Rev.  XIX,  Jan.  1914,  pp. 
359-361.  Published  with  introduction 
by  Henry  Pirtle,  Cincin.;  Clark;  1869. 

CLARK,  Joseph,  N.  J.  Militia. 

N.  J.;  Pa.;  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.; 
Fredericksburgh,  N.  Y. 

May  17,  1778-Nov.,  1779. 

Describes  some  regimental  movements. 
N.  J.  H.  S.  Proc.,  Vol.  VII,  2nd  Ser., 
i8S3-5.  PP-  95-no. 

CLARKE,  Elihu,  of  Colchester,  soldier 
of  Capt.  Levi  Wells’  Co.,  2nd 
Conn.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Apr.  20-Dec.  20,  1775. 

Manuscript  in  Library  of  Congress, 
50  pp. 

COBB,  David,  of  Mass.  Lieut. -Col. 
and  Aide-de-camp  to  Washing- 
ton. 

Yorktown,  Va.,  Campaign;  Md.;  Pa.; 
N.  J.;  Hudson  Highlands,  N.  Y. 

Oct.  i-Nov.  30,  1781. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.  Vol.  XIX, 
1881-1882,  pp.  67-72. 

COLLINS,  Varnum  Lansing,  editor. 
Trenton  and  Princeton,  N.  J.,  British 
and  Hessian  ravages  at. 

Anonymous. 

Dec.,  1775-Jan.,  1776. 

Jour.  Amer.  Hist.  V,  No.  I,  1911,  pp. 
9-75.  See  New  Jersey. 


CONNOR,  Timothy,  sailor  on  privateer 
Rising  States. 

Afloat;  Prisoner  of  War  in  England, 
1777-1779. 

Appended  is  a list  of  218  American 
prisoners  of  war  at  Forton,  Eng. 

Jan.  26,  1777— July  22,  1779. 

N.  E.  Hist.  & Gen.  Reg.,  1876,  pp.  174- 
178,  343-352;  1877,  pp.  18-20,  212-213, 
284-288;  1878,  pp.  70-73,  165-168,  280- 
285. 

COOK,  Saul  (b.  1761),  of  Marshfield, 
Mass.  American  privateersman, 
ship  Defence,  21  guns. 

r783-  . . 

Statement  written  at  Litchfield,  Conn.. 

i843-  . . . 

Manuscript  copy  in  possession  of  Mrs. 
Ellen  B.  Tryon,  78  Oxford  St.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

COOPER,  Rev.  Samuel,  of  Boston, 
1725-1783. 

Lexington  Alarm;  Siege  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  1775;  Travelling  and  preaching 
in  Mass.,  1776. 

April  19,  1775-May  17,  1776. 

Amer.  Hist.  Rev.,  Vol.  VI,  1901,  pp. 
303-34I- 

CORBETT,  Ichabod,  of  Mendham, 
Mass.  Revolutionary  soldier. 
Mass.,  1776.  March  to  Hudson  River 
region  and  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.; 
N.  J.;  Conn.;  Mass.,  1777.  R.  I.,  1778. 
Fragmentary. 

Dec.  22,  1776-Apr.,  1778. 

Worcester  Soc’y.  of  Antiquity,  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  Vol.  XIX,  1903,  pp.  170- 
186. 

CORNELIUS,  Elias,  Surgeon’s  Mate, 
2nd  R.  I.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Prisoner  of  War;  N.  Y.  City  and  vicin- 
ity; Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Aug.  22,  1777-Mar.  19,  1778. 

With  Biographical  Sketch. 

Pub.  by  Judge  Chas.  M.  Tompkins  and 
Chester  T.  Sherman,  Washington,  D.  C., 
1903,  pp.  1-14.  Pamphlet  n.  d.,  n.p. 
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COWDREY,  Nathaniel,  soldier  in  Capt. 
Thomas  Francis’  Co.,  nth  Mass. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

West  Point,  N.  Y.;  N.  J.;  1780 
July  27-Dec.  12,  1780. 

Manuscript  in  Wakefield  (Mass.)  Hist. 
Soc’y. 

Amer.  Monthly  Mag.,  Vol.  IV,  1894, 
pp.  412-416. 

CRAFT,  Benjamin,  of  Manchester, 
Mass.,  2d  Lieut.,  Capt.  Kimball’s 
Co.,  19th  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass. 

June  15-Aug.  13,  1775. 

Essex  Inst.  Coll.,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  51-57. 

CRAFT,  James,  Quaker,  of  Burlington, 

. . . N-  J- 

Civilian  and  pacifist. 

Brief  and  infrequent  notes  of  neighbor- 
hood occurrences,  1768-1785. 

Hist.  Mag.,  Vol.  I,  1857,  pp.  300-302. 

CROCKER,  E.,  Capt. 

Operations  at  New  York,  fall  of  1776; 
New  York  City  and  vicinity. 

Narrative  manuscript  in  Maine,  Hist. 
Soc’y.,  Portland. 

CROSBY,  Enoch,  “The  Spy”  of 
Cooper’s  novel. 

Statement  of  his  services  in  pension 
application. 

Amer.  Monthly  Mag.,  Vol.  LII,  1918, 
pp.  73-80. 

CROSBY,  Enoch,  The  Spy  Unmasked. 
New  York  State;  Westchester,  Dutchess 
Cos.,  etc. 

Cooper’s  Spy.  Narrative  based  on 
interviews  with  him,  taken  in  shorthand. 
H.  L.  Barnum,  N.  Y:,  Harper,  1828. 
Reprinted  1886,  152  pages. 

CROSS,  Ralph,  Lt.-Col.,  Mass.  Militia, 
(Essex  Reg’t.). 

Mass,  to  northern  N.  Y.,  Hudson  River 
and  return;  Burgoyne’s  surrender. 

Aug.  29-Dec.  5,  1777. 

Hist.  Mag.,  Jan.,  1870,  pp.  8-1 1. 


CRUGER,  Col. 

Siege  of  Savannah. 

Sept.  20-Oct.  18,  1779. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  II,  Aug.,  1878, 
pp.  489-492. 

CUSHING,  Charles,  Capt.,  24th  Cont’l. 
Infantry  (Mass.). 

Canada  Expedition  of  1776.  Retreat 
under  Gen.  Sullivan. 

June  18-Sept.  26,  1776. 

Manuscript.  Force  transcript  in  Li- 
brary of  Congress;  15  pp.  12  mo. 

DAVIS,  John,  Capt.  1st  Pa.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Pa.;  Yorktown  Campaign. 

May  26,  1781-Jan.  10,  1782. 

Pa.  Mag.  H.  & B.,  Vol.  V,  1881,  pp.  291- 
310. 

DAVIS,  Nathan,  private,  1st  N.  H. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  expedition;  Pa.;  N. 
Y.,  1779. 

History  of  the  Expedition  against  the 
Five  Nations,  1779. 

Hist.  Mag.,  Apr.,  1868,  pp.  198-205. 

DEANE,  Silas,  American  Commissioner 
to  France. 

American  diplomacy  in  Europe,  France, 

1776-1778. 

Narrative  and  memorial,  Philadelphia, 
Collins,  1855,  pp.  17-81. 

DEARBORN,  Henry,  Capt.  to  Lieut. - 
Col.,  rst  and  3rd  N.  H.  Cont’l. 
Regt’s. 

N.  H.;  Mass.;  Quebec  Expedition  under 
Montgomery;  prisoner  of  war,  afloat; 
N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity;  1776. 

Phila.,  Pa.;  Md.;  N.  H.;  Ticonderoga, 
N.  Y.;  Burgoyne  campaign;  N.  J.; 
Pa.,  1777. 

Pa.;  Conn.;  N.  H.;  Valley  Forge;  N.  J.; 
Battle  of  Monmouth;  N.  Y.;  West- 
chester Co.;  N.  H.;  Conn.,  1778. 

Conn.;  N.  Y.;  N.  J.;  Pa.;  Sullivan’s 
Indian  Expedition,  1779. 

Hudson  River,  N.  Y. ; Saratoga  Springs; 
New  Windsor;  N.  H.,  1782. 
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N.  H.,  1783. 

July  25,  1776-Dec.  4,  1 777-  r . XT  , 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y,  Proc.,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol. 
II,  1886;  Vol.  Ill,  1888;  pp.  102-133. 
Part  in  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Hist.  Soc  y. 
Coll.  Vol.  I,  pp.  77-8i,  I775-I783-  Pub- 
lished separately. 

Edited  by  Mellin  Chamberlain,  lor 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
1887,  34  pages. 

Manuscript  in  N.  Y.  Pub.  Library. 


DEMING,  Sarah  Winslow,  of  Boston, 
1722-1788. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Apr.  15-20,  1 775 • 

Amer.  Monthly  Mag.,  Vol.  IV,  1894, 
pp.  45-49.  Repeated  in  Vol.  V. 


DENNY,  Ebenezer,  Lt.  4th  Pa.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Pa.;  Southern  Campaign,  Yorktown, 
Va.,  1781;  S.  C.,  Southern  states;  James 
Island  camp,  Phila.,  1782-3. 

May  1,  1781-Apr.,  1783.  . 

Hist.  Soc.  of  Pa.  Memoirs,  Vol.  Vli, 
i860,  pp.  237-257;  also  sep.  pub.,  1859. 


DEWEES,  Samuel,  Fifer,  nth  Pa. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

A general  history  of  the  war  together 
with  personal  reminiscences. 

N.  J.;  Pa.;  Stony  Point;  West  Point; 
Hudson  River  region;  Crown  Point; 
Ticonderoga. 

1 775-1 783 . 

Life,  edited  by  J.  S.  Hanna,  Baltimore, 
1844,  12  mo,  pp.  360,  of  which  pp.  40- 
275  cover  the  Revolutionary  period. 


DIMOCK,  Lieut.  David. 

Extract  from  Journal.  Fragmentary. 
Battle  of  Long  Island,  Aug.  27,  1776; 
Battle  of  Harlem  Heights,  Oct.  16,  1776. 
Amer.  Monthly  Mag.,  Vol.  I,  1892,  pp. 
353-354- 

DODGE,  Mr.  John 

Narrative  of  (Indian)  captivity  at 
Detroit.  Prisoner. 

Before  1780. 

Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  Torch  Press,  64  pp. 
illus.,  1909. 


1st  ed.  Phila.,  1779;  Danvers,  Mass., 
1780. 

DORR,  William. 

“Diary  on  Arnold’s  Expedition  to 
Quebec,  1775,  Sept.  17  to  Dec.  14th,” 
with  list  of  killed,  wounded  and  pris- 
oners and  deaths. 

Manuscript  in  Mass.  Hist.  Soc  y. 

DROWNE,  Doctor  Solomon. 

Afloat. 

Oct.  3-23,  1780. 

Journal  of  a Cruise  in  the  Fall  of  1780  in 
the  Private  Sloop  of  War,  Hope,  N.  Y., 
1872,  18  pages. 

DROWNE,  William,  Capt.,  Cont’l. 
Army  and  officer  on  privateer 
ship  General  Washington. 

Afloat;  account  of  naval  cruise. 

May  18-July  27,  1780. 

Manuscript  in  possession  ol  Henry  Kus- 
sell  Drowne,  Esq.,  Sec’y.,  N.  Y.  State 
Socy.,  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  63  pp. 
To  be  published  in  N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog. 
Reg.,  Oct.,  1922. 


DUDLEY,  Miss  Dorothy,  of  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Siege  of  Boston;  Cambridge,  Mass., 

1775-1776.  f , 

Apr.  18,  1775-July  l9>  r776. 

An  interesting  and  intelligent  account 
of  affairs  in  Cambridge  during  and  after 
the  siege.  Social,  military  and  political 
Extracts  from  diary  in  Theatrum 
Majorum.  The  Cambridge  of  1776- 
Edited  for  the  Ladies  Centennial  Com- 
mittee by  A(rthur)  G(ilman).  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  1876.  The  book  contains 
1 23  pp.  of  historical  matter,  of  which  the 
diary  occupies  pp.  18-88. 


DUNCAN,  James,  of  Philadelphia, 
Capt.  Hazen’s  (Congress’  Own) 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Yorktown,  Va. 

Oct.  2-21,  1781. 

Mag.  of  Hist.,  Vol.  II,  1905,  PP-  40»- 
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DUPONCEAU,  Peter  S.,  Secy,  and 
Aide-de-camp  to  Baron  von 
Steuben. 

Jan.  14-June,  1778. 

Autobiographical  reminiscences,  written 
1836. 

Pa.  Mag.  Hist.  XL,  Apr.,  1916,  pp. 
172-186. 

EDES,  Peter,  Boston  printer. 

Diary  during  confinement  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  at  time  of  the  Siege. 

June  19-Oct.  3,  1775. 

Printed  in  Bangor,  1837. 

Reprinted;  Peter  Edes,  a Biography, 
Bangor  1901.  8 vo,  pp.  93-110. 

ELLERY,  William,  of  Rhode  Island. 
Member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress; signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

Dighton,  Mass.;  Conn.;  N.  Y.;  N.  J.; 
York,  Pa.;  Continental  Congress. 

Oct.  20-Nov.  15,  1777,  June.  28-July 
23,  1778. 

Pa.  Mag.,  Vol.  XI,  1887,  pp.  318-329, 
476-481. 

ELLIOTT,  Barnard,  of  S.  C.  Capt., 
Grenadier  Co.,  2nd  S.  C.  Reg’t. 
Southern  states,  S.  C.;  Fort  Johnson 
Battle,  Sept.  14,  1775. 

Copied  data  from  orderly  books  with 
occasional  personal  notes. 

Sept.  14,  1775-Nov.  5,  1777. 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  Year  Book,  1889, 
pp.  151-262. 

ELLIOTT,  Bernard,  Capt.  2nd  S.  C. 
Reg’t. 

Recruiting  journal,  1775. 

Notes  by  Jos.  W.  Barnwell. 
Contemporary  picture  of  S.  C.  just 
before  outbreak  of  war  in  the  southern 
states 

S.  C.  Hist.  Mag.  XVII,  Jul.,  1916;  pp. 
95-100. 

ELMER,  Ebenezer,  Lieut.,  later  Surg. 

2nd  N.  J.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Canada  expedition,  1776;  Northern 
N.  Y.;  N.  J.;  Sullivan’s  Indian  Ex- 
pedition; Pa. 


Full  and  important  for  details. 

N.  J.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.  Vol.  II,  100  pp., 
Vol.  Ill,  12  pp. 

Pa.  Mag.  Vol.  XXXV,  1911,  pp.  103- 
107.  (Extracts.) 

Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Albany, 
1887. 

ERRICKSON,  Michael,  Sergt.,  Capt. 
Burrowes’  Co.,  4th  N.  Y.  Cont’l. 

Reg’t. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  Campaign;  N.  Y.; 
Pa.,  1779. 

May  29-Aug.  4,  1779. 

Manuscript  in  Library  of  Congress, 
42  pp.,  12  mo. 

EWING,  George,  of  Greenwich,  Conn. 
Private,  Capt.  R.  Horvill’s  Co., 
2nd  N.  J.  Reg’t.;  Ens.  3rd  N.  J. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t.;  Volunteer,  Lamb’s 
Artillery  Reg’t. 

N.  J.;  Canada  Expedition  under  Mont- 
gomery, 1775.  N.  J.;  Staten  Island, 
N.  Y.;  Pa.,  1776.  N.  J.;  Pa.,  1777. 

Nov.  11,  1775-June  21,  1 777. 

Amer.  Mo.  Mag.  Vol.  XXXVII,  1910, 
pp.  471-473.  Vol.  XXXVIII,  1911,  pp. 
5-8,  50-53- 

FAIRBANKS,  John,  of  Lincoln  County, 
Mass.  Privateersman. 

Afloat;  Maine  coast. 

Journal  on  the  privateer  Wasp,  1782. 
July  i-Sept.  21,  1782. 

Maine  Hist.  Soc’y.;  Coll.  & Proc.  Vol. 

VI,  1895,  pp.  139-144- 

FANNING,  Nathan’el,  of  Conn.  Of- 
ficer of  the  Revolutionary  Navy 
with  John  Paul  Jones. 

Afloat;  naval  narrative. 

May  26,  1778-1783. 

Naval  History  Soc’y.  Publ.,  Vol.  II, 
1912;  VIII  258  pp. 

Mag.  Hist.  Extra  No.  21,  N.  Y.,  1913, 
pp.  1-229. 

FARNSWORTH,  Amos.,  Corp.  Pres- 
cott’s Mass.  Reg’t.;  Ensign  Mass. 
Militia. 

Lexington  Alarm;  Siege  of  Boston, 
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Mass.,  1775.  Groton,  Mass.,  1776.  . . . 
Groton,  Mass.,  1778-1779. 

Appendix  summarizes  Ticonderoga  ex- 
pedition, 1776. 

April  19,  1775-Dec.  2, 1776. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol. 
XII,  1899,  pp.  78-102. 


FELL,  Judge  John 

Extracts  from  the  manuscript  journal 
kept  while  member  of  Congress  for  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  1778,  Phila.,  Pa. 
Mag.  of  Hist.,  XXI,  Nov.,  1915,  pp. 
257-260. 

FELLOWS,  Moses,  (Vt.)  Orderly  ser- 
geant, Scammel’s  3rd  N.  H.  Cont’l 
Reg’t. 

Sullivan’s  Expedition,  Pa.;  N.  Y. 

June  21-Sept.  19,  1779- 

In  Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition, 

Albany,  1887,  6 pp. 

FELTMAN,  William,  1st  Lieut.,  1st 
Pa.  Cont’l  Reg’t. 

York,  Pa.,  to  Siege  of  Yorktown,  Va.; 
Southern  Campaign,  N C.;  S.  C. 

May  26,  1781-Apr.  25,  1782. 

Pa.  His  . Soc’y.  Coll.,  Vol.  I,  No.  5,  1853, 

PP-  303-348- 

FERGUSON,  Jane  (Young),  Mrs. 
Cherry  Valley  (N.  Y.)  Massacre,  Nov. 
10,  1778. 

Dictated  narrative. 

Amer.  Mo.  Mag.,  Vol.  XX,  1902,  pp. 
3I3-3I9- 

FEW,  William,  Col.,  Ga.  Militia. 
Georgia  and  the  Carolinas,  I775_I783- 
Autobiography — covering  period  of  the 
Revolution. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  VII,  1881,  pp. 

346-35I- 

FISHER,  Elijah,  private,  2nd  Cont’l 
Infantry;  4th  Mass.  Cont’l  Reg’t. ; 
Washington’s  Life  Guards,  etc. 
Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.,  I775_I776- 
New  York  City  and  vicinity,  1776.  N. 
Y.;  Burgoyne  campaign;  Pa.,  1777.  Pa.; 
N.  J.;  N.  Y.,  1778.  N.  J.;  N.  Y.,  1779- 


Pa.;  N.  J.;  N.  Y.;  Conn.;  Mass.,  1780. 
N.  Y.;  Mass.  1781.  Mass.;  Mass. 
Navy;  afloat;  prisoner  of  war;  N.  Y. 
1782. 

Badger  & Manley;  pamphlet,  29  pp. 
Elijah  Fisher’s  Journal,  Augusta,  Me., 

1 880.  Mag.  of  History,  Extra  No.  6,  pp. 
11-58. 

FISHER,  John,  Private,  Conn.  Militia. 
N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity,  July-Oct.,  1776; 
Conn.  June-July,  1777. 

“John  Fisher’s  book  maid  by  him  in  the 
year  1775  (6?)  when  he  inlisted  in  to  the 
army  under  Col.  Comfort  ? Sage  into 
Capt.  Stephen  Crosby’s  Co.” 
Fragmentary. 

Mag.  History,  Vol.  XIII,  No.  5,  1911, 
pp.  184-186. 

FISHER,  Sam’l.  Rowland,  a Phila. 
Quaker. 

Journal  in  prison,  Phila.,  I779>  1781- 
Accused  of  giving  intelligence  to  enemy. 
Pa.  Mag.  H.  & B.  Vol.  XLI,  1917,  PP- 
145- 

FITCH,  Jabez,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  1st 
Lieut.,  8th  Conn.  Cont’l  Reg’t. 
Siege  of  Boston;  Roxbury;  Mass. 

Aug.  5-Dec.  13,  1775- 
Abounding  in  details. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc’  . Proc.,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol. 
IX,  pp.  40-91. 


FITCH,  Jabez,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  1st 
Lieut.,  8th  Conn.  Cont’l  Reg’t. 
Prisoner  of  War  on  Jersey  prison  ship, 
and  vicinity  of  New  York  City. 

Aug.  27,  1776-Jan.  20,  1777. 

Facsimile  of  manuscript  diary  published 
by  Prison  Ship  Martyrs’  Monument 
Assn.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  1897,  90  PP- 
Original  MS,  Aug.  22,  1776-Dec.  15, 
1777,  424  pp.  12  mo.  in  N.  Y.  Pub. 
Library. 


FLETCHER,  Ebenezer,  of  New  Ips- 
wich, N.  H.  Fifer,  Capt.  Carr  s 
Co.,  Col.  Nathan  Hale’s  N.  H. 


Reg’t. 

Ticonderoga,  N.  Y., 


Hubbarton,  Vt., 
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Burgoyne  campaign,  Prisoner  of  War, 
escape. 

1777-1780. 

Narrative. 

Crumbs  for  Antiquarians  edited  by 
Charles  I.  Bushnell,  N.  Y.  Privately 
printed,  1866.  Vol.  II,  pp.  11-44. 

FOGG,  Jeremiah,  Major,  2nd  N.  H. 
Cont’l  Reg’t. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Pa.  and 
N.  Y. 

Aug.  13-Sept.  30,  1779. 

Exeter,  N.  H.  News  Letter  Press,  1879. 
Also  in  Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedi- 
tion, Albany,  1887,  10  pp. 

FOOT,  Caleb,  sailor  on  privateer  sloop 
Gates  and  ship  South  Carolina 
from  Salem,  Mass. 

Afloat;  prisoner  of  war  in  England; 
escaped;  Holland;  afloat. 

Ju  y 10,  1778-Jan.  17,  1782. 
Reminiscences  of  the  Revolution,  Essex 
Inst.  Coll.,  Vol.  XXVI,  1889,  pp.  15-30. 

FORD,  Hon.  Gabriel,  of  Morristown, 

n • .R  J' 

Reminiscences  of  Washington’s  Camp 
and  headquarters  and  of  Count  Pulaski 
at  Morristown,  1779-1780,  as  told  to 
and  transcribed  by  Benson  J.  Lossing, 
Sept.,  1848. 

Chapter  13,  ten  pages  of  Hours  with 
Living  Men  and  Women  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, N.  Y.,  1889. 

N.  E.  H.  & G.  Reg.,  XLIX,  July,  1915, 

FOX,  Ebenezer,  of  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Mass.  Navy,  ship  Protector. 
Afloat,  Prisoner  of  war. 

1775-1783. 

The  Adventures  of  Ebenezer  Fox  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Boston,  1848,  246  pp. 

FRANKLIN,  Benjamin 
France,  1780-1781. 

France,  1782. 

Dec.  18,  1780-Jan.  29,  1781;  May  9- 
June  30,  1782. 

Fragment  of  a diary. 

Complete  Works,  edited  by  John  Bige- 


low, N.  Y.  and  London,  Putnams,  1888. 
10  Vols.  Vol.  7,  pp.  172-183,  Vol.  VIII, 
pp.  1-118. 

FREEMAN,  Constant,  Lieut.  3rd 
(Mass.)  Cont’l  Artillery. 

Canada,  1775;  Can.,  N.  Y.,  1776;  Mass., 
N.  Y.,  Conn.,  1777;  Conn.,  Hudson 
Highlands,  1778;  N.  Y.,  Morristown, 
N.  J.,  1779;  Staten  Island  expedition, 
N.  Y.,  1780;  Hudson  Highlands,  1781; 
Hudson  Highlands,  1782;  Hudson 
Highlands,  1783. 

Record  of  service,  written  by  his  brother, 
Rev.  Jas.  Freeman. 

Sept.  18,  I775-J.une  9,  1783. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  II,  1878,  pp. 

349-355- 

GALLUP,  Nehemiah,  Soldier  in  Capt. 
John  Morgan’s  Co. 

March  from  Conn,  to  White  Plains,  N. 
Y.  and  return. 

Sept.  io-Nov.  6,  1776. 

Manuscript  in  Library  of  Congress, 
10  pp.,  12  mo. 

GANO,  Rev.  John,  Chaplain,  N.  Y. 

Brigade  Cont’l  Army. 

New  York,  1776-1779;  Sullivan’s  Expe- 
dition, 1779,  Pa.,  N.  Y.;  Siege  of  York- 
town,  1781 

Biographical  Memoirs,  N.  Y.,  Tiebout, 
1806,  24  pp.  refer  to  Revolution,  16  mo., 
151  PP- 

Extracts  in  Hist.  Mag.,  Vol.  V,  pp.  330- 
338.  Extracts  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts,  No. 
7,  1879,  note,  pp.  114-117. 

GARDEN,  Alexander,  Ens.  Lee’s  Parti- 
san Corps  and  Aid  de  Camp  to 
Gen.  Greene. 

I775-I783. 

Anecdotes  of  the  Rev.  War,  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  1822,  pp.  vi-446. 

GASTON,  Jos.,  of  S.  C.  Revolutionary 
soldier. 

The  Carolinas;  southern  campaign. 

1780. 

Reminiscences  written  in  1836. 

Hist.  Mag.,  3rd  Ser.,  Vol.  II,  Aug.,  1873, 
pp.  90-92. 
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GIBBS,  Caleb,  Mass.  Maj.,  Washing- 
ton’s Guards. 

Rhode  Island  Campaign. 

Aug.  5-30,  1778- 

Pa.  Archives,  Vol.  VI,  pp.  734“73h- 

GOODHUE,  Joseph,  of  Mass,  and  Vt. 
Private  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
Blakely  of  Brattleboro,  Vt. 

New  York  state. 

Scanty  autobiographical  notes. 

Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Associa- 
tion History  and  Proceedings,  Vol.  Ill, 
1890,  p.  7- 

GOODWIN,  John  (Mass.)  1st  Lieut., 
Co’.  Timothy  Pickering’s  Mass. 
Militia  Reg’t. 

Rhode  Island  Expedition,  1777. 

Essex  Inst.  Coll.  XLV,  July,  1909,  PP- 
205-211. 

GOOKIN,  Daniel,  Ens.  2nd  N.  H. 
Cont’l  Reg’t. 

North  Hampton,  N.  H.;  N.  Y.;  Pa.  to 
Sullivan’s  Expedition. 

May  4-Sept.  5,  1 778- 
N.  E H.  &G.  Reg.,  Vol.  XVI,  No.  1, 
Jan.,  1862.  Also  in  Gen.  Sullivan’s 
Indian  Expedition,  Albany,  1887,  5 pp. 

GRANT,  George,  Serg’t.  Major,  3rd 
N.  J.  Cont’l  Reg’t. 

Samptown,  N.  J.;  Pa.;  N.  Y.;  Sullivan  s 
Expedition,  N.  Y. 

May  17-Dec.  25,  1779. 

Wyoming  (N.  Y.)  Republican,  July  16, 

j 8^  zj. 

Hazard’s  Register  (Pa.),  Vol.  XIV,  pp. 
72-76. 

Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Al- 
bany, 1887.  8 pp.  (fine  print). 

GRANT,  Thomas,  Surveyor  of  Lieut. 
Benj.  Lodge’s  party  who  sur- 
veyed the  entire  route  to  the 
Genesee  River  from  Easton,  Pa. 
July  31-Sept.  25,  1779. 

Hist.  Mag.,  Aug.  and  Sept.,  1862,  Vol. 

VI,  pp.  233-273.  _ ...  .. 

Gen.  Sullivan  s Indian  Expedition,  Al- 


bany, 1887.  Large,  pp.  7 (fine  print). 
Part  in  Cayuga  Co.  (N.  Y.)  Hist.  Soc. 
Coll.  Vol.  I. 

GRAYDON,  Alexander 
Memoirs  of  his  own  Time,  with  Remi- 
niscences of  the  Men  and  Events  of  the 
Rev’n,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  1811.  Edited 
by  J.  S.  Little,  Phila.,  1846. 
“Revolutionary  period  in  Philadelphia 
and  New  York  where  the  author  was  a 
prisoner.  Extremely  interesting  gos- 
sipy memoir  full  of  cultured  historical 
material.  One  of  the  earliest,  best 
known  and  most  used  sources  for  the 
period  and  places.’’  Larned,  Literature 
of  American  History , 1892. 

GREEN,  Ezra,  Surgeon,  Cont’l  Navy, 
on  Ship  of  War  Ranger. 

Afloat;  at  sea;  naval  events. 

Nov.  1, 1777-Sept.  27,  1778.  VVTV 
N.  E.  Hist.  & Gen.  Reg.,  Vol.  XXIX, 
i875>  PP-  i3_24- 

GREENLEAF,  Moses,  Capt.  nth 
Mass.  Cont’l  Reg’t. 

Ticonderoga;  Hudson  River  region;  N. 
Y.;  Bennington,  Vt.;  Burgoyne’s  sur- 
render; Albany;  Esopus;  New  Windsor; 
N.  J.;  Pa. 

Apr.  23-Nov.  22,  1 777-  . 

Manuscript  diary  of  interest  and  im- 
portance in  Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.,  among 
Moses  Greenleaf  papers,  35  pp. 

GRIMKE,  John  Faucheraud,  Major 
and  A.  D.  C.  to  Gen.  R.  Howe. 
The  Carolinas,  Southern  Campaign. 
May  9-JulY  r4>  1778. 

S.  C.  H.  Mag.  XII,  Apr.-Oct.,  191L 
pp.  60-69,  118-134,  190-206. 

GUEST,  Moses,  of  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.  2nd  Middlesex  Reg’t.,  N. 
J.  Militia.  . 

Narrative  of  Capture  of  Lieut.-Col. 
Simcoe,  N.  J. 

Oct.  26,  1779.  ^ | T 

Somerset  Co.  (N.  J.)  Hist.  Quar.  Vol.  1. 
Oct.,  1912,  pp.  265-268. 
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HAGAN,  Dr.  Edmund,  American  Naval 
Officer. 

Afloat;  Prisoner  of  War  on  H.  M.  S. 
prison  ship  Boulogne. 

Oct.  7-Dec.  31,  1776,  Am.  Monthly 
Mag.,  Vol.  XXIV,  1904,  pp.  14-16,  110- 


HALSEY,  Zephaniah  and  Ramsey, 
Archibald.  Quartermasters  in 
Quartermaster-General’s  Dept., 
Cont’l.  Army.  In  charge  of 
Cont’l.  horses. 

Middlebrook,  N.  J.;  Highlands  of  Hud- 
son River;  Orange  County;  Smith’s 
Clove;  Blooming  Grove;  Fishkill;  N.  Y. 
I779-I7  °-  Yorktown  campaign;  Va., 

1781.  N.  J.;  N.  Y.;  Orange  County, 

1782. 

May  18,  1779-Dec.  2,  1782. 

The  Pathfinder  Magazine  (weekly), 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Sept.  8,  15,  22,  29, 
i894- 

A typewritten  copy  in  N.  Y.  Hist. 
Soc’y. 

HAMILTON,  Mrs.  Gen.  Alexander, 
nee  Schuyler. 

Reminiscences  of  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington and  Gen.  Hamilton,  as  told  to 
and  transcribed  by  Benson  J.  Lossing, 
1848.  Ten  pages  of  Chapter  14  of 
Hours  with  Living  Men  and  Women  of 
the  Revolution,  N.  Y.,  1889. 


HANFORD,  Levi,  of  Norwalk,  Conn. 
Private,  Capt.  John  Carter’s  Co., 
Conn.  Militia,  Private,  Capt 
Seth  Seymour’s  Co.,  Conn.  Cav- 
alry, Militia. 

N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity,  1776;  Conn.; 
Afloat;  Prisoner  of  war;  1777.  Prisoner 
of  war,  Conn.,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.; 
Conn.,  1782. 

1776-1782. 

Narrative. 

Crumbs  for  Antiquarians,  edited  by 
Charles  I.  Bushnell,  N.  Y.  Privately 
printed,  1864,  Vol.  I,  pp.  5-49. 


HARDENBERGH,  John  Leonard, 
Lieut.  2nd  N.  Y.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 
Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Pa.,  N.  Y. 
May  i-Oct.  23,  1779. 

Cayuga  Co.  (N.  Y.)  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  Vol. 

I,  1879,  pp.  22-59. 

Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Al- 
bany, 1887.  With  notes  by  Gen.  John 
S.  Clark. 

HARRINGTON,  Jonathan,  Fifer  at 
Lexington. 

Reminiscences  of  Battle  of  Lexington 
as  told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson 

J.  Lossing  in  Oct.  1848. 

In  Hours  with  Living  Men  and  Women 
of  the  Revolution,  Chap.  I,  pp.  2-1 1. 

N.  Y.,  Funk  & Wagnalls,  1889. 

HARROWER,  John,  an  indented  serv- 
ant of  Virginia. 

Virginia  domestic  country  life. 

Apr.  20,  1775-July  5>  1776. 

I773-I777- 

Amer.  Hist.  Review,  Oct.,  1900,  p.  100. 

HART,  John,  Surgeon,  2nd  Mass. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Eyewitness’s  account  of  execution  of 
Andre,  Tappan,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  2,  1780. 
Four  pages  of  the  manuscript. 

N.  E.  Hist.  & Gen.  Reg.,  XLIX,  July, 
1915,  224-226. 

HASKELL,  Cabeb,  of  Newburyport, 
Mass.  Private  in  Capt.  Ezra 
Lunt’s  Co. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.,  1775;  Quebec 
Expedition  under  Arnold,  1775-6. 

May  5,  1775-May  30,  1776. 

Pamphlet,  Newburyport,  1881,  20  pp. 

HAWKINS,  Christopher,  of  R.  I. 
Privateersman,  afloat,  Long  Is- 
land, N.  Y. 

Prisoner  of  war;  escaped. 

May,  1 777. 

Narrative. 

Adventures  of  Christopher  Hawkins, 
N.  Y.  Privately  printed,  1864,  pp.  11- 
146. 
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SAMUEL  LOUDON  (1727-1813) 

(. Merchant , Printer  and  Patriot ) 

With  Some  of  His  Letters 

Samuel  Loudon,  said  to  have  been  born  in  Scotland  in  1727, 
lived  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  New  York.  To  antiquarians 
he  is  best  known  as  a printer,  for  he  established  and  printed  one  of 
New  York’s  important  newspapers,  The  New  York  Packet  and  the 
American  Advertiser,  which  he  began  on  January  4,  1776,  and  in 
^784  changed  to  Loudon  s New  York  Packet.  Upon  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  City  by  the  British  in  September,  1776,  he  removed  to 
Fishkill,  where  he  continued  its  publication. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Austin  Baxter  Keep,  the  Library 
secured  photostat  copies  of  thirteen  letters  written  by  Samuel 
Loudon  between  the  years  1767  and  1795,  the  originals  of  which 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  Peck  Library  of  the  Norwich  Free 
Academy,  Norwich,  Conn.  These,  addressed  mostly  to  members 
of  his  family  who  resided  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  tell  of  his  various  vo- 
cations and  seven,  being  of  considerable  local  interest,  are  printed 
in  this  sketch  of  his  life. 

Samuel  Loudon  was  a resident  merchant  of  the  City  as  early 
as  1753  when  he  advertised  a general  line  of  merchandise  for  sale 
in  Gaine’s  New  York  Mercury  of  October  15,  1753,  viz.: 

“To be  Sold  by  Samuel  Lowdon,  at  his  shop  opposite  the 
Old-Slip- Market,  Choice  Red  Clover  Seed;”  also  brimstone, 
Durham  Mustard,  dishes,  saws,  files,  axes,  shovels,  speaking 
trumpets,  lanthorns,  pots  and  kettles,  paper  and  twine,  nails, 
hinges,  locks,  hats,  powder  and  shot,  “ready  made  coats  and 
breeches,  in  the  newest  fashion”  and  a quantity  of  other 
things. 

On  September  19,  1757,  he  advertised  in  The  New  York  Mercury 
as  a ship-chandler,  viz.: 

Sold  by  Samuel  Loudon,  Ship  Chandler,  on  Hunter’s  Quev* 
New  York, 

Cordage  of  all  sizes;  3 English  cables,  9,  10,  and  ioj^  inch,  one 
of  which  is  70  fathom  in  length,  the  other  two  somewhat  shorter: 
A large  quantity  of  cartridge  paper.  Also  half  worn  sails,  rigging 
and  cables.  Vessels  may  be  supply’d  with  all  sorts  of  ship  chand- 
lery at  the  Lowest  Prices.” 
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At  this  time  he  was  thirty  years  of  age  and  he  continued  in  this 
occupation  until  1776,  as  is  evidenced  from  the  letters  written  to 
his  brother-in-law,  Elijah  Backus,  at  Norwich,  with  whom  he 
carried  on  quite  a business  in  selling  anchors.  In  fact  he  adver- 
tised in  his  New  York  Packet  as  late  as  May  30,  1776,  Ship  Chand- 
lery, To  be  sold  by  Samuel  Loudon.”  . 

On  February  3,  1766,  Samuel  Loudon  and  Gerret  Slover  with 
twelve  others  petitioned  for  a grant  of  1,000  acres  of  land  on  the 
west  side  of  Connecticut  River  between  the  township  of  iownsend 
and  Tomlinson  and  south  of  Kent  and  that  the  same  be  erected 
into  a township  by  the  name  of  Warrinstown.1 

From  a series  of  letters  in  the  Schuyler  Papers  (in  possession 
of  the  New  York  Public  Library),  written  by  Samuel  Loudon  to 
Philip  Schuyler  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  1769  to  1 774,  * is  apparent 
that  Loudon  with  others  was  speculating  in  upper  New  York 
State  land  and  that  they  were  trying  to  dispose  of  their  holdings 
to  Scotch  people  just  arriving. 

By  1771  he  had  found  it  more  profitable  to  enlarge  his  activ- 
ities and  he  combined  his  business  of  selling  ship  supplies  with 
that  of  “A  Book  Store  just  Opened”  which  he  advertised  in  the 
New  York  Mercury  of  December  23,  1771. 

He  next  established,  in  connection  with  his  bookselling,  a cir- 
culating library  which,  according  to  Dr.  Keep’s  “History  of  the 
New  York  Society  Library,”  was  the  second  and  last  successful 
book-seller’s  circulating  library  in  Colonial  New  York.  The  very 
interesting  announcement  of  his  proposals  appeared  in  Rivmgton  s 
New  York  Gazetteer  on  December  30,  1773,  which  we  reproduce. 

To  further  quote  Dr.  Keep’s  delightful  History  we  learn  A 
few  weeks  later,  in  Gaine’s  Gazette  and  Mercury  for  January  24, 
1774,  the  catalogue  was  announced,  ‘ready  to  be  delivered  to  t e 
subscribers,  gratis.’  This  would  ‘shew  a neat  collection  of  books; 
to  which  the  proprietor  will  be  making  additions  by  every  oppor- 
tunity of  every  new  literary  production  of  value.  Meanwhile, 
those  persons  ‘willing  to  countenance  the  undertaking  were  re- 
quested ‘to  be  speedy  with  their  subscriptions.  T , 

“In  the  same  paper  for  November  21st  following,  Mr.  Loudon 
advertises  a new  catalogue,  the  collection  having  increased  to 
‘upwards  of  a thousand  volumes.’  The  proprietor  takes  pleasure 
in  informing  ‘all  such  connoisseurs’  as  disparaged  female  intelli- 

1 Calendar  of  New  York  Land  Papers,  p.  392. 
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Samuel  Loudon’s 

Circulating  Library 

WILL  be  opened  the  firtf  day  of  January  1774;  fub- 
feriptions  for  reading,  are  taken  in  at  his  houfe,  at 
20  (hillings  per  annum,  half  to  be  paid  at  fubferibing.  Oc- 
casional readers  to  pay  by  the  week,  or  volume  ; the  prices 
for  which,  with  rules  for  reading,  will  be  particularly  affixed 
to  the  catalogue,  which  is  now  printing,  and  will  be  ready 
to  deliver  to  the  fubferibers,  and  other  readers,  next  month* 
The  defign  is  fet  on  foot  at  the  defire  of  feveral  very  re- 
fpe&able  inhabitants,  and  (hall  be  conduced  with  all  pofli- 
ble  fidelity  and  diligence,  in  providing  books,  both  induc- 
tive and  entertaining,  and  written  by  authors  of  the  moft 
eftablifhed  reputation.  It  is  hoped  that  all  who  approve  of 
the  undertaking,  will  do  their  utmoft  to  encourage  it,  and 
without  delay,  as  every  body  may  fee  that  it’s  exiftance  and 
perfe&ion,  depends  on  the  encouragement  it  meets  with,  by 
enabling  the  undertaker  to  provide,  and  keep  in  order,  a 
fufHcient  number  of  valuable  books. 


gence  and  love  of  reading,  that  ‘the  ladies  are  his  best  customers, 
and  shew  a becoming  delicacy  of  taste  in  their  choice  of  books.’ 
Lest  this  should  arouse  feeling,  he  hastens  to  add:  ‘Neither  are 
the  gentlemen  deficient  in  shewing  the  ladies  a laudable  example 
in  this  respect.’  The  ‘prices  for  reading’  payable  in  advance,  were: 
“ ‘A  year  20  shillings,  Half  year  12  Shillings,  A quarter  8 Shil- 
lings. And  occasional  readers  to  pay  one  penny  for  each  shilling 
the  book  they  read  is  valued  at.  The  library  open  every  week 
day,  from  morning  till  night.’  And  from  a ‘sketch  of  the  rules,’ 
non-subscribers  were  ‘to  pay  when  each  book  is  delivered,  to  give 
a note  for  the  value  of  the  book  they  receive,  if  required, — one 
book  to  be  returned  before  another  is  delivered,  the  time  allowed 
to  read  an  octavo  volume  is  one  week,  a quarto  two  weeks,  and  a 
folio  four  weeks, — readers  in  the  country  to  be  indulged  with  two 
or  three  volumes  at  a time,  to  be  sent  and  returned  (at  their  own 
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risque  and  charge)— Books  to  be  paid  for  if  lost  or  abused— Books 
are  not  to  be  lent  by  the  subscribers. 

His  entering  the  printing  business  and  the  fortifying  of  New 
York  are  told  in  his  letter  to  his  cousin,  Dudley  Woodbridge, 
Postmaster  at  Norwich: 

v«rlr  or.  IvTarrh  T 7 7 A 


I having  this  opportunity  by  Mr  Jn°  Griffiths,  inform  you  that  our  Family 
enjoy  health,  but  we  cannot  say,  but  that,  at  Times,  our  minds  are  uneasy  on  ac- 
count of  the  exposed  state  of  this  City.  We  yet  remain  Quiet.  My  Wife,  as  well 
as  my  self,  wou’d  be  much  pleased  wou’d  it  answer,  to  come  to  Norwich;  but  I 
lately  engaged  in  the  Printing  Business,  as  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  in  the 
Mercantile;  and  as  I have  good  encouragement  to  prosecute  it,  it  will  not  do  to 
leave  the  City  till  I’m  obliged.  I intend  to  keep  my  Office  by  head  Quarters  where 
the  Posts  meet,  which  will  be  in  or  near  this  City,  and  if  there  is  apparent  danger, 
to  move  my  Family  a little  way  in  the  Country.  Our  City  is  now  fortifying; 
every  street  is  strongly  Barracadoed  & entrenched,  & Battery  s in  Pa^ 

round  the  City;  and  they  are  making  a strong  Fortification  on  a Hill  behind  the 
City;  and  opposite  to  it  on  Long-Island,  We  are  intrenching  and  forming  a 
Strong  Redoubt.  Some  thousands  of  the  Citizens  & Army  are  employed  every 
day  at  the  Works;  which  make  them  go  on  very  rapid.  Some  of  the  Troops  from 
Boston  are  arrived  here,  and  many  more  expected.  We  will  have  a large  Army 
here  soon,  which  I hope  will  be  able  to  repell  the  Forces  which  Britain  may  send; 
And  may  the  God  of  Armies  grant  success.  Mrs  Loudon  joins  me  in  Love  to 
Sister  & family.  I am, 

Dr  Sir 


Yours  Affectionately 

Sam1  Loudon 


He  purchased  his  printing  office  and  material  of  Frederick 
Shober,  in  1775,  formerly  Hodge  and  Shober,  and  after  a brief  part- 
nership under  the  firm  name  of  Shober  and  Loudon  he  became  sole 
proprietor  and  opened  a shop  in  Water  Street  near  Old  Slip,  where 

he  printed  The  New  York  Packet.  . ■ 

On  August  13,  1776  just  before  the  British  occupation  he  wrote 
to  John  McKesson  concerning  the  printing  of  “another  sum  of 
Money”  for  the  Congress  and  the  necessity  of  moving  his  press  to 
a place  of  safety,  but  does  not  know  where  to  go.2 

Loudon  came  into  difficulties  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  City 
when  in  March,  1776  he  began  printing  an  “Answer  to  Common 
Sense”  and  advertised  its  publication  in  advance,  which  aroused 
much  displeasure  and  resulted  in  forty  persons  led  by  Christopher 
Duyckinck  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Mechanics)  rushing 

2 Journals  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New  York,  Vol.  2,  p.  283. 
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into  his  house  after  ten  o’clock  at  night  and  taking  away  the  whole 
impression  of  the  pamphlets,  about  1,500,  and  burning  them  on 
the  Commons.  He  thereupon  petitioned  the  Committee  ot  Safety 
of  New  York  on  March  28,  1776,  for  damages  stating  the  edition 
amounted  to  £75,  at  a moderate  calculation.  In  a subsequent 
communication  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  dated  April  13,  177  » 
Loudon  argues  well  his  right  to  publish  this  Answer  to  Common 
Sense”  and  defends  his  patriotism  for  the  Colonies,  saymg,  the 
question  of  American  Independence  had  not  been  decided  by  the 
Continental  Congress  and  that  there  was  no  crime  in  pub hshiug 
the  arguments  for  and  against  it  but  that  it  should  be  fully  dis- 
cussed. He  called  attention  to  an  answer  to  Common  Sense  en- 
titled “Plain  Truth’’  which  had  been  published  in  Philadelphia 
and  the  printer  was  not  molested  and  that  he  would  cheerfully 
submit  to  every  determination  of  the  Continental  Congress,  the 
Provincial  Congress  and  the  Committee  of  Safety.3  ( 

Subsequent  events  proved  there  was  no  question  as  to  Loudon  s 
loyalty  to  the  American  cause,  for  he  was  one  of  two  printers  in  the 
State  to  whom  New  York  could  turn  for  its  printing  and  the  ser- 
vices of  a friendly  newspaper.  Holt’s  press  was  destroyed  by 
the  British  in  1777  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  and  re-established  at:  P°ug  - 
keepsie  in  1778  while  Loudon  continued  at  pshkill,  N.  Y.  He 
printed  a thousand  copies  of  Numbers  x and  2 of  the  Crisis 
for  the  State  Convention  4 and  his  relations  with  the  Army  were 

most  friendly  and  helpful.  ' ,.  . 

In  Game’s  New  York  Gazette  of  September  2,  1776,  the  following 

appeared: 

“The  City  of  New  York  is  now  invaded  by  a powerful  Fleet  and  Army:  the 
Inhabitants  are  obliged  to  seek  a Retreat  in  the  Country. 

Samuel  Loudon 

Is  removing  his  Printing  Office  to  Fishkill,  where  the  Provincial  Congress  now 
reside.  With  Regret  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  informing  his  Customers  that 
he  will  be  obliged  to  discontinue  the  Publication  of  the  New  York  Packet  for  several 
weeks,  occasioned  by  the  trouble  in  moving  as  well  as  the  Great  scarcity  of  Print- 
ing  Paper.” 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  British,  Loudon  removed  to  Norwich, 
Conn  , where  he  occupied  the  shop  of  General  Jedediah  Huntington 

s Calendar  of  Rev.  Mss.,  Vol.  I,  pp.  273,  281. 

^ Calendar  of  Rev.  Mss.,  Vol.  I,  p.  630. 
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as  noted  by  his  advertisement  in  the  Norwich  Packet  of  October, 
1776,  “No.  161,”  which  states  that  he  “has  just  opened  at  Colonel 
Jedediah  Huntington’s  Store  in  Norwich  a neat  Assortment  of 
Books  . . . pictures  . . . maps  [including]  Ratzer’s  Map  of  New 
York  . . . exhibiting  the  seat  of  the  present  unhappy  war,” 
and  as  late  as  January  6,  1777,  in  the  same  newspaper  he  an- 
nounces that  he  has  just  opened  (in  Addition  to  his  Stationery, 
at  the  Store  of  Col.  Jedediah  Huntington,  in  Norwich)  a few  books 
. . . It  is  not  probable  that  on  January  6,  1777,  he  was  personally 
in  Norwich  for  he  issued  the  first  number  of  The  New  York  Packet 
at  Fishkill,  N.  Y.,  ten  days  later,  January  16,  1777,  and  since  he 
advertised  his  removal  to  Fishkill  it  is  presumed  that  members  of 
his  family  carried  on  his  Norwich  business  while  he  set  up  the 
press  at  Fishkill,  N.  Y.  His  printing  office  there  was  in  the  John 
C.  Van  Wyck  house  and  the  site  is  now  the  property  of  Miss  Anna 
Vandervoort.  Here  he  continued  printing  the  “Packet”  for  al- 
most seven  years,  much  hampered  for  want  of  paper  which  re- 
duced the  size  of  his  sheet  and  at  times  caused  its  suspension  for 
short  periods.  The  following  letters  tell  of  the  paper  shortage 
and  war  conditions. 

Fishkill  27th  September  1777. 

Dr  Sir, 

I received  your  favr  of  8th  ins11  the  other  day;  you  shou’d  write  me  c/o  Post, 
as  private  hands  are  apt  to  leave  letters  at  Taverns.  ’Tis  pity  you  sold  your  Rum 
so  very  soon;  it  wou’d  have  brought  you  a good  profit  here,  over  and  above  the 
Price  you  sold  it  & the  Charge  of  sending  it.  If  you  can  purchase  a few  Hhds 
now,  even  at  the  high  Price  of  50/  for  Spirits  and  36/  for  West  India  it  may  do 
here,  provided  you  can  send  it  soon.  Also,  purchase  for  me  50  Reams  of  Paper — 
I’m  like  to  be  stop’d  in  my  Printing  Business  for  want  of  it.  Speak  to  Esq.  Lef- 
fingwell,  and  bespeak  for  me  as  many  Reams  of  Printing  Paper  as  he  can  possibly 
spair  me,  and  try  to  get  me  at  least  30  or  40  Reams  of  the  Printing  Paper , and  if 
it  is  now  ready,  try  to  get  Gifford  or  some  other  Person  to  bring  that  and  the  Writ- 
ing Paper.  The  Writing  Paper  is  dear,  but  I must  get  some,  and  Phila  where  I 
had  my  supply  from,  for  some  time  past,  is  not  in  a state  to  help  me,  as  all  the 
Inhabitants  are  employ’d  against  their  Enemy , who  is  at  their  door.  Pepper  sold 
here  lately  for  2 Dollars:— 13/  your  money  is  rather  too  dear  for  this  market.  I 
had  thoughts  of  coming  off  immediately  to  N England,  to  proceed  as  far  as  Boston, 
but  I find  it  hard  to  get  off.  I shall  expect  your  Answer  c/o  Post — without  delay. 
Good  sugar  will  do,  even  at  15/.  Coffee  won’t  answer  at  6/.  The  Linnins  I think 
won’t  answer.  Tea,  we  must  let  alone.  ’Tis  but  a luxury.  If  you  see  any  thing 
will  be  like  to  turn  out  well  purchase  it,  and  if  you  mean  to  send  it  this  way  on 
our  joint  account,  let  me  know  and  I’ll  send  you  a few  hundred  pounds  c/o  Post. 
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PART  OF  ROAD  FROM  NEWBURGH  FERRY  TO  FISHKILL,  N.  Y.,  SHOWING  LOCATION  OF 
SAMUEL  LOUDON’S  PRINTING  OFFICE.  (ERSKINE’S  REVOLUTIONARY  MAP) 

Smith’s  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  1882  says  he  occupied  the  residence  of  Mrs.  John  C.  Van  Wyck  and  at  another 
time  the  building  now  (1882)  occupied  by  Jarvis  W.  Cary. 
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Blessed  be  God,  our  Family  are  tollerably  well.  Mrs  Loudon  joins  me  in  Love 
to  Brother  Backus’s  & your  Family. 

I am 

Dr  Sir, 

Your  most  hble  Serv* 

P S-  Flour  is  dear  Sam1  Loudon, 

the  Extra  Demand  has  raised  the 
Price  to  48/  our  Money. 

[Endorsed] 

Dudley  Woodbridge,  Esqr 
Norwich 

Fishkill  3d  Novr  1777. 

Sir 

By  Mr  Isaac  Peet,  I sent  you  50  Dollars  for  10  Reams  of  Paper,  he  said  you 
wou’d  spare  me.  I have  sent  my  young  man  Samuel  McCullough  for  it;  to  carry 
in  a Bag  or  Sack  on  Horseback.  If  you  can  spare  more  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
you.  Mr  Holt  has  great  plenty  of  Paper  left  of  several  parcels  he  had  from  Phila. — - 
I was  dissappointed  of  near  100  Reams  which  was  purchased  for  me  in  Philadelphia, 
a little  before  Howe  got  possession  of  that  City,  which  indeed  has  proved  a very 
great  loss  to  me.  I mentioned  Holt’s  name  as  Mr  Peet  said  he  had  bespoke  some 
paper  from  you  as  he  has  a considerable  stock  on  hand,  besides  he  can’t  work  for 
some  time  having  lost  his  press  in  Kingston,  tho’  he  got  his  Types  saved.  I shall 
be  glad  if  you  could  supply  me  altogether  from  the  Paper  mill  wch  I understand 
you  are  concerned  in  as  I can’t  expect  any  from  Phila  this  winter.  I have  wrote 
to  Milton  near  Boston,  but  have  got  no  Answer;  if  I can’t  get  supplyed  from 
Boston  or  from  you,  I must  stopp — for  I don’t  learn  that  a supply  can  be  had 
nearer.  Keatings  Mill  is  burnt  by  the  Enemy. 

I am 

[Endorsed]  SJr 

Mr.  Isaac  Beers  Your  hble  Serv1 

New  Haven.  S.  Loudon  5 

In  spite  of  this  difficulty  the  paper  was  issued  irregularly  at 
Fishkill  until  August  28,  1783.  Loudon  returned  to  New  York 
and  resumed  its  publication  on  November  13,  1783,  just  twelve 
days  before  the  last  of  the  British  forces  left  the  city.  In  Riving- 
tons  New  York  Gazette  of  November  1,  1783,  he  advertised  his 
intention  of  returning. 

While  at  Fishkill,  Loudon  was  the  State  Printer  and  printed 
the  first  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York,  issued  there  in 
1 777  an^  many  other  important  publications  of  the  time.  The 
Committee  of  Safety  on  December  12,  1776  resolved  to  allow  him 
£200  per  year  for  printing  in  his  weekly  newspaper  such  acts  as  they 
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CONStlTUf  I 


3 II  ■ K ILL  f 

>•  - * *' 

SAMUEL  LOUDO  N* 

. M.DCC.LXXV1U  - ■ • , , 


PmuTeD  1>y 


QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 


85 


shall  direct.  On  January  22,  1 777  he  was  censured  for  printing  cer- 
tain extracts  from  Game’s  paper.6 

In  a letter  to  John  McKesson,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Con- 
vention, dated  Fishkill,  February  20,  1777,  he  takes  affront  in  the 
fact  that  the  State  had  sent  for  another  printer  and  on  June  30,  1777 
writing  to  the  same  he  says  the  Convention  was  generous  in  giving 
the  types  to  Mr.  Holt,  as  he  understood  they  were  to  be  sold  at 
public  sale  and  were  so  advertised.  “Mr.  Holt,  however,  had  the 
address  to  get  the  whole  of  them,  telling  the  Convention  of  his  great 
losses”  . . . “He  had  his  old  office  still  lying  at  New-Windsor, 
which  is  much  larger  than  mine,  though  part  of  his  letter  is  worn 
much.  You  know  my  office  is  very  small,  and  I could  not  print 
any  other  piece  than  the  Constitution  when  you  was  here,  on  account 
of  the  scarcity  of  letter.  The  office  you  know  I bought  of  Hodge  and 
Shober;  it  was  by  far  the  smallest  in  N.  York.”  Just  previously, 
perhaps  May,  1 777,  he  had  complained  of  the  criticisms  made 
against  his  paper  saying  “Tis  difficult  to  please  everybody.”7 

Concerning  the  printing  of  the  State  Constitution,  Loudon 
sent  the  following  memorandum  to  John  McKesson  on  May  13, 


According  to  the  account  you  sent  me  there  are, 

819  of  the  Constitution  delivered, 

25  I delivered  by  your  order  to  Messrs.  Strang  and  Thomas. 
12  sent  to  Danberry  per  order  Js.  Hubard,  Esqr. 

12  sent  to  Mr.  Cantine  per  the  commissioners. 

1,213  now  sent. 

9 delivered  to  sundries,  (unpaid)  and  who  expect  them  free. 
2090 

Also  sent  by  this  conveyance, 


That  Loudon  had  seriously  considered  a means  of  remedying 
the  paper  shortage  is  evidenced  by  his  petition  with  Robert  Boyd, 
Jr.,  which  was  read  in  the  New  York  Assembly,  March  2,  1782, 
praying  a law  to  enable  them  to  raise  by  lottery  £500  for  erecting  a 


6 Journals  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New  York,  Vol.  i,  pages  7 50,  781. 

7 Journals  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New  York,  Vol.  2,  pages  362,  462,  448. 
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Paper  Mill  in  the  state.  It  was  granted  and  a bill  prepared  and 
read.8  Whether  the  mill  was  established,  has  not  been  learned. 

The  last  issue  of  his  paper  at  Fishkill  has  the  announcement: 
“This  paper,  No.  331,  is  the  last  the  Printer  intends  to  publish  in 
this  town.  His  removal  to  New-York  will  shortly  take  place, 
after  which,  when  the  British  have  left  the  city,  he  proposes  to 
commence  publishing  his  paper  again,  and  haters  himself  that 
his  customers  will  continue  their  favors. 

He  sincerely  thanks  those  who  by  the  punctuality  of  their 
payment,  have  enabled  him  to  carry  on  his  paper;  which  he  has 
done  at  a great  expense,  and  under  many  difficulties,  during  the 
last  long  seven  years  war.  As  his  removal  to  New  York  will  not 
exceed  two  weeks,  he  again  earnestly  solicits,  that  the  many  yet 
in  arrearage  will  pay  him  off  immediately.” 

Following  are  two  letters  written  to  Dudley  Woodbridge  at 
Norwich,  Conn.,  bearing  upon  his  return: 

Fishkill  13  th  1783  March 


Dear  Sir,  TT7  . 

In  answer  to  your  hint  annexed  to  the  Postmasters  Bill.  We  have  no  more 
news  here  than  you  have,  except  some  Letters  from  Spain  dated  in  December, 
which  say  there  is  little  prospect  of  peace  on  account  of  the  extravagant  demands 
of  Britain,  and  that  large  Armaments  were  nearly  ready  to  sail  against  Jamaica. 
The  Letters  were  taken  in  a Prize  carried  in  to  New  York  and  Published  there; 
they  have  the  appearance  of  genuine  Letters;  the  Vessel  was  bound  for  Phila- 
delphia. It  is  thought  nevertheless,  that  the  Enemy  will  leave  New  York,  their 
preparations  and  behaviour  indicate  as  much,  besides  the  various  reports  we  hear 
from  the  City  all  agree  that  they  will  decamp.  A little  time  will  explain  the 
matter.  Tis’  said  that  the  safety  of  Jamaica  will  take  all  their  strength  off  to 
defend  it,  both  Naval  & Military. 

If  we  don’t  get  in  to  New  York  early  in  the  Summer,  tis  probable  one  ot  the 
girls  will  come  and  tarry  a while  in  Norwich:  if  we  get  in  to  N.  York,  that  will 
prevent  it.  Mrs  Loudon  joins  me  in  Love  to  Sister  Backus  & Family,  Cousin 
Woodbridge  and  Miss  Nancy. 

I am, 

With  great  respect 
Dr  Sir 

Your  most  off  Serv* 

[Endorsed!  Sam‘ Loudon 

Dudley  Woodbridge  Esqr 
Postmaster 
Norwich 


8N.  Y.  Assembly  Journal  5th  Session  page  54. 
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Fish-Kill,  27th  Augt  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  I expect  to  remove  from  this  Place  to  New  York,  the  latter  end  of  next 
Week,  or  about  the  7th  or  8th  of  Sept.  I wish  you  would  agree  with  Kelly  if  he 
has  a Vessel,  soon  after,  to  carry  down  our  Furniture;  this  will  be  paying  his  debt 
easy,  and  throwing  a job  in  his  way.  If  he  declines  to  do  it,  or  asks  more  freight 
than  others,  don’t  employ  him.  Get  the  freight  as  moderate  as  you  can.  Your 
Skippers  are  exceedingly  extravagant  in  their  charge;  more  so  than  Ours  are  here. 
The  chest  of  drawers  is  in  General  Huntington’s  Store.  The  other  articles  are 
in  Your  House  and  Esqr  Bachus’s.  What  charges  you  may  be  at  in  carrying 
them  down,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  repaid.  The  Looking  Glasses  must  be  carefully 
packed  or  boxed  up.  The  usual  way  of  doing  it  is  by  fixing  little  lodges  between 
each  Glass  nail’d  to  the  Box.  A special  charge  must  be  given  the  Boatman  both 
in  stowing  and  handling  them.  When  you  agree  for  the  Freight  take  a receipt  or 
Bill  lading  for  the  same,  mentioning  the  Freight;  and  oblige  the  Boatman  to  de- 
liver them  at  the  old  slip  in  New  York  near  my  House,  as  we  could  carry  the 
Things  by  hand  to  my  House,  as  Mahogany  Furniture  would  very  probably*,  be 
hurt  in  the  cartage  on  the  rough  pavements.  The  Mails  must  be  sent  here,  as  I 
suppose  the  Post  Office  will  not  be  removed  from  this  Place  till  a total  evacuation 
take  place.  If  I go  to  New  York  myself,  I will  have  a fit  person  to  attend  the 
Office.  I am,  with  compliments  to  your  Family, 

Your  Ob4  Serv1 

[Endorsed]  Sam1  Loudon 

[To]  Dudley  Woodbridge  Esqr 
Postmaster 
Norwich 

P.  S. 

I have  a Note  against  Jn°  Braddick,  formerly  of  New  London,  for  £12.6.4, 
payable  with  Interest  from  7th  March  1764.  He  was  poor,  wch  prevented  me 
from  pushing  him.  We  have  a Law,  passed  in  this  State,  for  the  recovery  of  old 
debts  contracted  before  the  War.  I wish  you  wou’d  enquire  whether  he  ever  took 
benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act  in  your  State  since  that  time.  I think  he  did  not 
try  him  whether  ’tis  he  is  willing  to  bring  my  Goods  on  Account  of  the  Note.  He 
had  Goods  of  me  at  Cost  Price.  When  you  send  the  Goods,  don’t  forget  to  send 
my  old  Acc1  Books  in  Gen1  Huntington’s  Store.  If  the  Things  are  sent  in  three 
Weeks,  it  will  do  very  well,  or  as  soon  as  a good  opportunity  presents.  Our  love 
to  Hannah  & friends. 

Yours 


S.  L 


Upon  his  return  he  established  his  printing  office  at  5 Water 
Street  and  in  January  1784,  “at  the  request  of  several  respectable 
citizens  reestablished  “The  Circulating  Library”  containing 
about  2,000  volumes.  The  fact  of  “the  public  libraries  of  this 
City  being  in  a great  measure  lost”  made  his  enterprise  “the  more 
necessary  and  useful  at  present.”  Besides  “in  point  of  convenience 
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it  had  the  preference  to  the  public  Libraries,  they  being  open 
only  at  certain  hours,  his  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  proper  at- 

Loudon  now  continued  the  publication  of  the  Packet  chang- 
ing  the  title  and  time  of  issue  on  several  occasions  and  in  1785 
admitted  his  son,  John  Loudon,  to  partnership.  10 

In  1786  he  opened  a New  Book  Store  at  44  Hanover  Square. 
The  same  year  some  bills  of  credit  which  he  printed  for  the  State 
were  Stolen  and  countered  by  his  apprentice,  John  McClaughry, 
an  account  of  which,  signed  by  S.  and  J.  Loudon,  appeared  in  the 
“Packet”  of  August  io,  1786. 

These  bills  of  credit  were  likely  the  cause  of  some  sharp  remarks 
made  against  Loudon  by  Shepard  Kollock  in  1786,  who  said  of  him: 

“To  good  and  evil  equal  bent, 

He’s  both  a Devil  and  a Saint” 

It  appears  that  Michael  Hilligas,  the  Continental  Treasurer, 
was  securing  estimates  “for  printing  eighty  reams  of  Notes,  on 
silk  paper”  for  which  Kollock  had  submitted  an  estimate  of  £110 
and  Loudon  £195.  Kollock  imparted  his  estimate  in  confidence 
to  Loudon  upon  the  latter’s  request,  whereupon  Loudon  sent  in 
a revised  bid  claiming  he  had  made  an  error  and  thus  underbid_ 
Kollock  by  £12-10  shillings.  This  coming  to  the  attention  ot 
Kollock,  a lively  repartee  occurred  which  is  printed  in  their  re- 

SpeFrom "December  1787  to  November  1788,  hepubliTicd  in  New 
York  “The  American  Magazine,”  edited  by  Noah  Webster,  Jr., 
which  was  discontinued  after  the  first  volume. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  there  were 
celebrations  everywhere.  New  York  had  a gran  PaSeal11-  on 
July  23,  1788,— a Procession  in  which  all  trades  turned  out  in 
costume.  The  press  section  had  as  Marshals  Hugh  Game  and 
Samuel  Loudon  on  horseback.  Upon  a handsome  stage  drawn  by 
four  horses  was  “the  federal  printing-press  complete,  with  press- 
man and  compositors  at  work  striking  off  and  distributing  copies 


9 Keep’s  “New  York  Society  Library,”  pp.  m-H2. 

u Llckvfe  S Jan.  31,  Feb.  3 and  7,  .786,  and  Loudon’s  Ne,  York  Packet, 

Feb.  6,  1786. 
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of  a song  adapted  to  the  occasion.  Mr.  John  Loudon  (son  of 
Samuel),  representing  a herald,  was  mounted  on  the  back  of  the 
press,  dressed  in  a flowing  robe  and  a cap,  on  which  were  written 
the  words  “The  Liberty  of  the  Press”  with  a brazen  trumpet  in 
the  right  hand,  proclaiming  “The  Epocha  of  Liberty  and  Justice” 
pending  from  the  Mouth  of  the  trumpet.  In  the  left  hand,  a 
parchment  scroll,  representing  the  new  constitution.12 

As  State  Printer  Loudon  published  the  Laws  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  printing  one  thousand  copies,  some  for  his  own  sale, 
which  we  learn  from  the  following  unaddressed  letter: 

New  York,  10th  May  1788 
Sir, 

Mr  James  Backus  sold  me  some  Sheepskins  some  time  ago;  he  told  me  that 
you  had  tanned  and  dress’d  them.  I want  5 or  6 dozen  of  the  same  kind  or  better 
and  larger  if  you  can  get  them,  fit  for  covering  Books . I like  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  done;  you  may  send  them  to  my  Brother-in-law  Elijah  Backus  Esqr 
or  to  me  in  New  York,  by  Capt  Culver,  and  I will  send  you  the  money  for 
them;  or  should  you  want  any  Goods  for  them,  I will  send  them  to  you  at  Cash 
price.  I wish  to  have  them  at  as  moderate  a price  as  possible,  and  if  they  are 
good,  I may  want  several  hundreds  of  them  dressed  in  the  same  way.  I have  to 
print  1000  Volumes  folio  Copies  of  our  State  Laws,  and  I mean  to  have  them  all 
bound  in  rough  binding  wth  such  skins,  and  as  I Print  off  more  Copies  of  the  Laws 
than  the  State  wants,  I mean  the  legislature  of  the  State, — for  my  own  Sale,  I may 
want  2000  skins.  Let  me  know  whether  you  can  proivde  me  with  them,  and  at 
what  price.  I may  want  the  whole  in  course  of  a Year  or  15  months. 

I am, 

Sir 

Your  hble  Serv 
Sam1  Loudon 

P.S.  If  some  of  the  skins  were  shaved 
thinner  it  wou’d  suit  me  better, 
as  I want  some  of  them  for  small  Books. 

His  son  John  Loudon  was  accidentally  killed  on  September  8, 
1789,  and  his  letter  to  Elijha  Backus  relating  the  incident  follows: 

New  York,  10th  Oct.  1789. 

Dr  Sir, 

The  enclosed  two  Letters  were  forwarded  to  me,  one  from  New  Windsor,  the 
other  from  Bethlehem  in  Pennsylvania.  I hope  by  the  time  this  reaches  you  she 
will  be  far  advanced  on  her  way  to  Fort  Pitt  — then  she  will  soon  go  down  the  River 


12  Hudson’s  Journalism  in  the  U.  S.,  p.  150. 
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to  the  distined  place  of  abode.  There  is  nothing  but  unhappy  changes  and  troubles 
which  accompany  us  thro’  our  short  stage  of  Life  here  — if  we  are  taught  by  them 
to  lay  up  treasures  in  heaven  it  will  be  well.  I am  very  sorry  for  Mr  Woodbndge  s 
misfortune;  not  occasioned  by  extravagance,  but  by  his  continuing  too  long  en- 
gaged in  Navigation,  I suppose.  u 

You  will  have  heard  I suppose  of  the  unhappy  death  of  my  son  John.  He  was 
kil’d  by  an  iron  ram-rod,  fired  out  of  a Gun,  the  beginning  of  last  Week,  by  the 
carelessness  of  some  of  the  Militia.  He  was  adjutant  of  the  Regiment,  on  Horse 
Back  — the  shot  went  thro’  the  Artery  close  by  his  heart  — he  died  mstinta- 
neously.  His  death  was  a dreadful  shock  to  us,  and  to  the  City,  as  he  was  well 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  sisters,  it  well  nigh  killed  — Peggy  continues 
poorly  yet:  her  constitution  is  delicate  and  tender  — Hannah  is  also  poorly. 

I had  received  a Letter  from  your  son  James,  dated  at  Muskingham,  18  Sept  — 
He  wrote  me  that  he  would  be  in  this  City  he  expected,  by  the  middle  of  this 
month,  so  that  I now  daily  expect  him.  I am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  friend  & Brother 
Sam1  Loudon. 
P.S. 

My  Love  to  Sister  — who  of  Mr  Woodbridge’s 
Children  are  left  with  you? 

On  February  15,  1792,  Samuel  Loudon  with  his  son  Samuel 
began  The  Diary  or  Loudon  s Register , which  took  the  place  of  the 
“Packet.”  In  1794  Abraham  Brower  was  admitted  to  partner- 
ship and  various  changes  of  title  occurred  until  February  1,  1796, 
when  the  paper  was  taken  over  by  Cornelius  C.  Van  Alen  and 
apparently  all  Loudon’s  interest  ceased  as  his  name  never  again 
became  associated  with  it,  which  in  1798  changed  to  the  Mercantile 

Advertiser ,13  t . 

He  was  a member  of  the  Saint  Andrews  Society  from  1785  orL 
an  Honorary  Member  of  The  New  York  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
and  an  Elder  of  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cedar  Street, 
also  a shareholder  in  The  New  York  Society  Library.  His  obit- 
uary in  the  New  York  Gazette  of  March  2,  1813,  speaks  of  him  as 
a very  religious  man  and  we  glean  from  the  following  letter  that 
this  was  so;  while  Rivington  (perhaps  jocular)  in  “The  Royal 
Gazette”  of  October  30,  1779,  quoting  from  the  Fishkill  New 
York  Packet”  heads  an  item  “From  Deacon  Loudon’s  New  York 
Pacquet.” 


I3  Brigham’s  Bibliography  of  American  Newspapers. 
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New  York,  io  Oct.  1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

I send  this  by  my  son  Matthew  who  wanted  to  divert  himself,  see  his  relations 
and  accompany  his  sister  home. 

Our  afflictions  have  been  great  — I need  not  mention  particulars,  as  you  have 
heard  of  them.  This  world  at  best,  is  but  a sene  of  disappointments  & troubles  — 
’tis  time  you  and  I had  our  affections  weaned  from  this  World,  and  fixt  on  things 
permanent  and  divine,  so  that  we  may  be  fitted  for  better  employ  & better  com- 
pany than  can  be  enjoyed  here  in  this  transitory  World. 

The  Fever  is  a little  abated,  but  has  not  left  us,  a dozen  or  more  dies  daily 
with  us  yet.  Many  of  our  Citizens  have  gone  to  the  Country  to  escape  the  dan- 
ger. The  Fever  makes  short  work,  from  3 to  6 days  — if  they  pass  7 or  8 days, 
they  frequently  recover.  I hope  you  will  be  kept  from  such  a severe  visitation 
as  hath  been  severely  felt  by  Dr  Br 

Yours  affectionately 

S.  Loudon. 

r.b.  Love  to  Sister  and  Family  and 

all  our  Relations  and  friends  in  Norwich. 

E. Backus  Esqr 
[ENDORSED] 

Elijah  Backus  Esqr 
Norwich. 

By 

M.  G.  Loudon. 

Samuel  Loudon’s  parentage  has  not  come  to  light.  He  mar- 
ried first  Sarah  Oakes,  marriage  licence  dated  January  24,  1756, 
and  second  Lydia  Griswold  before  1768.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  John  Griswold  and  Hannah  Lee  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  sister  of 
Governor  Matthew  Griswold.  She  died  June  11,  1788,  in  her 
forty-sixth  year.14  He  died  near  Middletown  Point,  N.  J., 

February  24,  1813,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year. 

Children: 

Samuel,  born  November  5,  baptised  1st  Presbyterian  Church  November  21, 
1756.  Died  September  17,  1795.  Editor  of  the  “Diary.’’ 

Thomas,  born  May  27,  baptised  1st  Presbyterian  Church  June  22,  1758. 

John,  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  of  the  First  Regiment,  accidentally  killed 

September  28,  1789  in  New  York  City.  He  was  buried  in  Dr. 
Mason’s  Church  with  military  honors  and  his  public  funeral  was 
attended  by  the  Governor  of  the  State.  A poem  on  his  death 
appeared  in  the  “N.  Y.  Weekly  Museum”  October  24,  1789. 
Matthew  G.  mention  in  Loudon’s  letter  of  Oct.  10,  1795. 


14  Independent  Journal,  June  14,  1788. 
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Hannah,  born  1776.  Married  at  Bedford,  L.  I.  May  23,  1797, 16  John  J.  John- 

son,  Editor  of  the  “Diary.”  . «  *  *1  0 /:  j 

Married  2nd, Low.  She  died  in  New  York  April  22,  1816  aged 

Lydia,  second  daughter,  married  Henry  Wills  of  Edenton,  N.  C,  Pro- 

Y ’ prietor  of  the  “ Edenton  Gazette”  and  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Pleas 

and  Quarter  Sessions  for  Chowan  County,  N.  C.  He  died  July  19, 
1827.  They  had  a son  William  Loudon  Wills  who  died  February 

Margaret,  marrle^Tunis  Wortman  at  Bedford,  L.  I.  June  8,  i797-17  He  was  a 

g Counsellor  at  Law  in  New  York.  ■ 

William,  born  1786,  married  Sept.  15,  1809  Eliza  Y.  Douglas  (daughter  of 
James  of  New  York  City).  He  died  at  in  Duane  St.,  April  20, 

1816,  aged  30.18 

There  may  have  been  other  children  not  accounted  for  here. 

Little  is  known  of  Loudon’s  interests  after  1796  when  his  name 
appeared  for  the  last  time  in  the  City  Directories  as  a bookseller 
and  stationer  at  82  Water  Street;  nor  has  the  date  of  his  retire- 
ment to  Middletown  Point,  New  Jersey,  been  ascertained.  Dr. 
John  W.  Francis  in  his  book  on  “Old  New  York  says:  1 have 

repeatedly  seen  the  old  man,  now  advancing  to  his  fourscore  years, 
grave,  grav  and  infirm,  perambulating  the  public  walks  unob- 
served of  even  observers,  himself  indifferent  to  all  but  his  own 

inward  cogitations.”  „ r , Qt„ 

His  obituary  is  in  “The  New  York  Gazette  of  March  2,  1813. 

A.  J.  Wall.* 


15  N.  Y.  Weekly  Museum , May  27,  1797- 

16  N.  Y.  Gazette , Feb.  13,  1824  and  July  25,  1827. 

17  N.  Y.  Weekly  Museum,  June  10,  1797.  . , • * -i  ToT^ 

is  N.  Y.  Weekly  Museum,  Sept.  22,  1809  and  Commercial  Advertiser,  April  20,  1816. 

* The  writer  is  indebted  to  Dr.  William  M.  MacBean,  Historian  of  the  Saint  Andrews 
Society,  and  to  Miss  Alma  R.  Van  Hoevenberg  (formerly  of  Fishkill)  for  the  use  of 
Loudon  references  in  the  compilation  of  this  sketch. 
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BLUE  STAFFORDSHIRE  PLATE  WITH  VIEW  OF  “CHURCH  AND  BUILDINGS  ADJOINING 

MURRAY  STREET,”  N.  Y. 

Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
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THE  PRESERVATION  OF  OLD  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS 

OR 

Advertising  the  Work  of  the  Historical  Society-. 


In  countless  instances,  the  report  reaches  Historical  Societies 
and  antiquarians  of  the  destruction  of  old  family  papers,  books, 
and  records  by  either  burning  them  or  the  selling  of  them  to  the 
ragman  for  old  paper.  Little  value  is  attached  to  their  possible 
uses  by  those  who  dispose  of  those  old  papers,  and  often  a keen 
regret  is  felt  when  later  it  comes  to  their  knowledge  that  the  His- 
torical Society  would  have  cherished  them  and  the  historian  would 
be  glad  to  peruse  them.  An  item  which  may  seem  of  little  inter- 
est in  itself  will  be  a missing  link  to  a chain  in  an  historical  nar- 
rative. Its  intrinsic  value  may  be  small  or  nil  and  yet  sometime 
it  will  be  of  use  and  perhaps  important  in  compiling  a local  history 
or  family  genealogy.  Realizing  these  facts  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee recently  authorized  the  adoption  of  a plan  of  bringing  to 
the  attention  of  people  who  may  be  tempted  to  clear  out  the  old 
attic  and  discard  its  contents,  the  possible  value  to  the  Historical 
Society  of  their  papers.  No  better  disposition  could  be  made  ot 
such  material  than  giving  it  to  us  for  preservation  and  it  there  is 
any  discarding  to  be  done,  let  us  do  it.  The  plan  of  advertising  in 
the  local  newspapers  of  Long  Island  was  deemed  a good  held  in 
trying  out  this  idea  of  saving  the  family  papers  from  destruction. 
Accordingly  the  Librarian  in  co-operation  with  Mr.  James  d. 
Wilbur,  one  of  our  interested  members,  prepared  the  five  adver- 
tisements printed  below  and  sent  them  to  newspapers  in  the  fol- 
lowing sixteen  towns  on  Long  Island:  Amityville,  Babylon,  Bridge- 
hampton,  Easthampton,  Elmhurst,  Glen  Cove  Greenport  Hemp- 
stead, Huntington,  Oyster  Bay,  Patchogue,  Riverhead,  Roslvn, 
Sag  Harbor,  Southampton,  and  Southold. 

The  advertisements  read: 

YOUR  ATTIC: 


So  many  papers  have  been  cleared  out  of  attics  and  sold  as  waste  paper  that  have 
historical  value  that  we  are  taking  th.s  method  of  asking  you  to  send  to  us  any 
old  papers  or  books  you  have  (carrying  charges  collect)  prior  to  1870.  it  there 
is  a large  number,  our  representative  will  call  and  attend  to  the  details. 
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The  others  are: 

YOUR  NAME 

and  that  of  your  or  some  other  family  can  be  preserved  permanently  in  the  printed 
records  of  our  Society  if  you  will  send  to  us,  at  our  expense,  any  old  letters,  docu- 
ments, papers  or  books  descriptive  of  the  people,  country  or  times,  prior  to  1870. 
Our  collection  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State  and  we  want  you  to  help  us  make  it 
more  complete.  You  may  have  something  that  alone  is  of  little  value,  but  added 
to  what  we  have  would  make  it  both  useful  and  valuable  to  Historians  and  Students. 

OLD  LETTERS  AND  PAPERS 

The  New  York  Historical  Society  is  anxious  to  preserve  every  old  letter  and 
paper  that  will  give  information  about  the  early  settlers  of  New  York  State  and 
especially  Manhattan,  Staten  and  Long  Islands.  The  gift  of  such  to  us  will  benefit 
future  generations,  insuring  their  safety,  and  will  keep  your  family  name  as  the 
donor  in  our  published  records  for  all  time.  Send  express  collect  and  if  desired  our 
representative  will  call  on  you. 

YOUR  ATTIC: 

Don  t clear  out  and  burn  your  old  books  and  papers,  but  give  them  to  us  for  pres- 
ervation. We  will  decide  if  they  have  historical  interest.  Our  representative 
will  call,  or  send  them  at  our  expense. 

Following  is  the  form  in  which  these  advertisements  appeared: 

Fire  and  the  Rag-Man 

? Not  long  since  a lady  in  New  York  giving  up  the  old  home  of  her  family  § 

£ sent  for  a rag-man  and  sold  him,  at  two  cents  a pound,  the  contents  of  £ 
r several  boxes  and  barrels  of  old  papers  and  pamphlets  that  had  been  in  £ 

£ her  family  many  years.  She  received  only  a few  dollars  for  them  and  3 
£ when  she  heard  how  valuable  the  papers  would  have  been  in  our  pos-  £ 

^ session  to  Historians  and  Students,  her  regret  was  keen.  Write  us  if  £ 

£ you  have  any  old  letters,  papers,  books  or  documents  prior  to  1870  to 
£ give  us.  3 

| THE  NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  f 

l ALEXANDER  J.  WALL,  Librarian  | 

§ 170  Central  Park  West  New  York  City  ; 

One  advertisement  each  week  for  five  weeks  during  the  summer 
has  appeared  in  newspapers  of  the  above  places.  It  is  not  expected 
that  results  will  be  immediate,  although  it  has  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  a few  who  intend  sending  us  books  and  old  newspapers  which 
they  expected  to  dispose  of  otherwise.  It  is  likely  that  it  may  be 
expedient  to  continue  this  plan  to  cover  all  the  nearby  counties  in 
suburban  New  York  and  in  this  the  Society  is  doing  a most  useful 
work.  A.  J.  Wall. 
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OFFICIAL  DRESS  COAT  WORN  BY  GOV.  JAMES  DeLANCEY,  1760. 
Red  cloth  with  gold  silk  and  metallic  embroidery.  Presented  by  Lawrence  Timpson. 
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WAISTCOAT  WORN  BY  GOV.  JAMES  DeLANCEY,  1760.  WAISTCOAT  WORN  BY  JOHN  HANCOCK 

White  and  black  figured  satin.  Cream  silk  with  colored  embroidery,  gold  braid  and  spangles. 

Presented  by  Lawrence  Timpson,  1910.  Presented  by  George  Gibbs,  1871. 
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FIELD  EXPLORATION  COMMITTEE 

The  Field  Exploration  Committee  was  most  actively  engaged 
during  the  summer  in  the  Washington  Heights  region  of  the  City 
where  new  building  activities  caused  the  cutting  through  of  several 
new  streets  which  exposed  various  revolutionary  hut  sites.  The 
upper  end  of  Manhattan  Island  has  always  been  the  most  lucra- 
tive field  of  excavation  work  and  an  account  of  this  new  activity 
and  the  “finds”  it  has  unearthed  will  appear  in  a future  issue  of 
the  Bulletin. 

Dr.  William  S.  Thomas,  of  the  Field  Exploration  Committee 
addressed  the  Quaker  Hill  Historical  Society  on  July  29th  and  the 
Dutchess  County  Historical  Society  on  September  17th  on  the  work 
of  our  Field  Exploration  Committee.  The  latter  Society  made 
their  annual  historical  pilgrimage  to  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.  and 
visited  the  Robinson  Farm  Camp  where  Dr.  Thomas  spoke. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Martelaer  s Rock  Association, 
September  23d,  Mr.  William  L.  Calver,  Chairman  of  the  Field 
Exploration  Committee  addressed  the  members  on  the  work  of  the 
Committee  on  Constitution  Island  and  presented  that  association 
with  Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton’s  Map  and  Observations  of  the 
American  Camps  on  that  island. 


LECTURES 

November  14th.  “Captain  Kidd— The  Man  and  the  Myth.” 
By  Joseph  B.  Gilder. 

December  5th.  “Early  American  Windmills,  the  Colonial 

Motor.”  By  F.  H.  Shelton.  . 

January  2d,  1923.  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  Election 

of  Officers. 


NOTES 

Honorable  George  B.  McClellan,  former  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  presented  the  Controller  Handle  (Sterling  Silver) 
which  he  used  in  starting  the  first  train  on  the  Rapid  Transit 
Railroad  from  City  Hall  Station,  New  York,  October  27,  1904. 
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Ex-Mayor  McClellan  also  presented  the  following:  Silver  spade 
with  which  he  turned  the  first  sod  of  the  Catskill  Water  Supply 
System;  Silver  trowels  with  which  he  laid  the  corner  stones  of  the 
69th  Regiment  Armory,  N.  G.  N.  Y.,  Lexington  Avenue,  25th  to 
26th  Streets,  April  23,  1904;  71st  Regiment  Armory,  N.  G.  N.  Y., 
April  30,  1904;  Police  Headquarters,  May  6,  1905;  New  Theatre, 
December  15,  1908;  Municipal  Building,  New  York  City,  De- 
cember 25,  1909;  also  Gavel  made  from  one  of  the  thirteen  trees 
said  to  have  been  planted  by  Alexander  Hamilton,  Hamilton 
Grange,  commemorating  the  thirteen  States  of  the  Union. 

A Blue  Staffordshire  plate,  with  view  of  the  Church  and  Build- 
ings adjoining  Murray  Street,  N.  Y.  City,  by  W.  G.  Wall,  and  il- 
lustrated in  this  Bulletin  was  presented  by  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Savage  presented  a Cavalry  sword  of  the  1812 
period  found  in  the  attic  of  a pre-Revolutionary  house  in  Trenton, 
N.  J.;  a Colonial  sugar  breaker,  found  while  excavating  site  of 
present  Manhattan  and  Merchants  Banks,  40  and  42  Wall  Street, 
1884;  a knife  and  fork  found  when  the  Frigate  Constitution  was 
rebuilt  after  the  War  of  1812  between  inner  and  outer  planking 
near  the  keelson. 

Mr.  R.  Horace  Gallatin  represented  the  Society  at  the  175th 
Anniversary  of  the  Founding  of  the  Redwood  Library  at  Newport, 
R.  I.  on  September  4,  1922. 

Pursuant  to  a Resolution  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the 
President,  as  Chairman,  appointed  the  following  members  as 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  NEW  BUILDING 

John  Abeel  Weekes,  Chairman 

R.  Horace  Gallatin,  Vice  Chairman 

Walter  L.  Suydam 

Dr.  John  E.  Stillwell 

James  B.  Wilbur 

Alexander  J.  Wall 

The  estimated  cost  for  building  the  North  and  South  wings  will 
shortly  be  announced  in  a building  fund  appeal. 
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The  “Notes  on  American  Artists”  which  appeared  serially  in 
the  “Quarterly  Bulletin”  1918-1921  is.  now  reprinted  and  will 
be  ready  for  distribution  shortly.  It  will  form  Volume  5 of  the 
John  Divine  Jones  Fund  Publications.  A complete  list  of  the 
Society’s  portraits  and  sculpture  is  appended  to  the  Notes  . 
The  edition  is  limited  to  three  hundred  copies  at  $2.50  each. 

A special  exhibition  of  the  Society’s  collection  of  New  York 
City  pictures  was  placed  on  view  for  the  American  Bankers  Asso- 
ciation Convention  in  this  City,  October  2-6,  1922,  and  will  be  con- 
tinued during  the  Fall. 


MEMBERS 

Mr.  Carl  F.  Ahlstrom  qualified  as  a life  member  of  the  Society. 


NECROLOGY 

Orlando  S.  Isbell,  a member  since  1919,  died  July  19,  1922,  m 
the  56th  year  of  his  age. 

Levi  Holbrook,  a member  since  1909,  died  July  26,  1922,  at 
Centre  Harbor,  N.  H.,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age. 

William  Sloane,  a life  member  since  1911,  died  August  11, 
1922,  at  Southampton,  N.  Y.,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 

Rev.  Marvin  R.  Vincent,  D.D.,  a life  member  since  1901,  died 
August  18,  1922,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age. 

Professor  William  A.  Dunning,  a member  since  1900,  died 
August  25,  1922,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

Stephen  Smith,  a life  member  since  1867,  died  August  26,  1922, 
at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  in  the  99th  year  of  his  age. 

Rush  Taggert,  a member  since  1909,  died  at  New  Canaan, Conn., 
September  28,  1922,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age. 
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AMERICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  DIARIES 

ALSO 

Journals,  Narratives,  Autobiographies,  Reminiscences 
and  Personal  Memoirs 

CATALOGUED  AND  DESCRIBED  WITH  AN 

Index  of  Places  and  Events 

By  William  S.  Thomas,  M.D. 

Ill 


HAWS,  Samuel,  of  Wrentham,  Mass. 
Private,  Capt.  Oliver  Pond’s  Company, 
Col.  Jos.  Read’s  20th  Reg’t. 

Lexington  Alarm;  Siege  of  Boston,  Mass. 
Apr.  19,  1775-Feb.  10,  1 776. 

Military  Journals  of  Two  Private  Sol- 
diers, Poughkeepsie,  Tomlinson,  1855, 
40  pp. 

HEATH,  William,  Maj.  Gen.,  Cont’l. 
Army 

Feb.,  1775-Dec.  4,  1783. 

Gen.  Heath  served  with  the  army 
throughout  the  war.  His  memoirs  were 
written  for  the  most  part  at  Boston, 
New  York  and  in  the  lower  Hudson 
Valley,  but  they  contain  accounts  of  all 
the  principal  events  of  the  war.  His 
manuscript  papers  are  in  the  Mass. 
Hist.  Soc’y.  His  published  Memoirs, 
written  by  himself,  constitute  one  of  the 
principal  source  books  available  for  in- 
formation about  the  Revolution. 
Memoirs  of  Major-Gen.  Heath,  pub- 
lished according  to  act  of  Congress, 
Boston,  I.  Thomas  and  E.  T.  Andrews, 
I79% 

Reprinted  with  introduction  and  notes 
by  R.  R.  Wilson,  N.  Y.,  A.  Wessels  Co. 
1904,  pp.  422. 

HEBRON,  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.  Mo- 
ravian Church  Minister’s  record 
of  events. 

Lebanon  Co.,  Pa. 

Hessian  prisoners  from  Battle  of  Trenton. 
May  10,  1775-May  25,  1778. 


The  Hebron  Diary  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary Period,  edited  by  J.  H.  Red- 
secker,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Addresses 
at  1st  meeting,  Feb.  18,  1898,  Vol.  I, 
No.  2,  pp.  8-16. 

HEMPSTEAD,  Stephen,  Sergt.,  Capt. 
Adam  Shapley’s  Co.,  Conn. 
Militia. 

Conn.,  Fort  Griswold  and  New  London. 
Sept.  6,  1781. 

List  of  killed  and  wounded. 

Narrative. 

New  London,  1840. 

Repr.  Mag.  Hist.,  1911.  Extra  No.  15, 
1911,  10  pp. 

HENDRICKS,  Capt.  William  of  Pa. 
Carlisle,  Pa.  to  Boston  and  Quebec  Ex- 
pedition under  Arnold. 

July  13-Dec.  31,  1775. 

Pa.  Archives,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol.  XV,  pp. 
25-58. 

Journals  and  Diaries  of  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  edited  by  Wm.  H.  Egle, 
M.D.,  Harrisburg,  1893. 

HENRY,  John  Joseph,  volunteer  sol- 
dier. 

Expedition  to  Quebec  under  Arnold; 
prisoner  of  war;  sea  voyage  to  N.  Y., 
1775-1776. 

Sept.  23,  1775-Sept.,  1776. 

Account  written  for  his  children.  First 
published  Lancaster,  Pa.,  1812. 
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Watertown,  N.  Y.,  1844,  pp.  212,  i6mo, 
Albany,  1877. 

Pa.  archives,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol.  XV,  pp. 
64-191. 


HERTELL,  Thomas,  eyewitness. 

Conn.,  Fort  Griswold  and  New  London. 
Sept.  6,  1781. 

Narrative. 

New  London,  1840. 

Repr.  Mag.  Hist.  Extra  No.  15,  1911, 

2 pp. 

HILL,  Jonathan 
Expedition  to  Canada,  1776- 
Diary  kept  on  the  expedition  from  New 
York  to  Quebec,  April  and  May,  1776. 
Manuscript  in  Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y. 

HITCHCOCK,  Rev.  Enos,  of  Spring- 
field,  Mass.  Chaplain,  10th 
Mass.  Reg’t. 

Mass.;  Vt.;  Ticonderoga;  Burgoyne 
campaign;  1 777-  West  Point,  Hudson 
Highlands,  N.  Y.,  1779. 

Apr.  8-Nov.  6,  1 777,  APr-  7“Au g-  25> 
177  9. 

Rhode  Island  Hist.  Soc’y.  Publications, 
new  series,  Vol.  VII,  1899,  pp.  106-134, 
I47-I94- 

HODGKINS,  Joseph,  Lieut.,  12th, 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Battle  of  Harlem  Plains,  Sept.  16,  1776. 
Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  VIII,  1888,  pp. 
627-628. 

HOLTEN,  Samuel,  of  Mass.  Delegate 
to  Cont’l.  Congress. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Journal  while  attending  Continental 
Congress,  May,  1778-Aug.,  1780. 

Essex  Inst.  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  LV,  1919* 
pp.  161-176,  249-256;  Vol.  LVI,  1920, 
pp.  24-32,  88-97. 

Extracts  in  Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.,  2nd 
Ser.,  Vol.  X,  1895. 

HOPKINS,  Thomas,  Pennsylvania 
Quaker,  Pa. 

Aug.  11-20,  1780. 

Business  and  domestic  occurrences  with 


a few  allusions  to  war  conditions. 
Pa.  Mag.  H.  &.  B.,  Vol.  XLII,  1918,  pp. 
46-61. 

HOW,  David,  of  Col.  Paul  Dudley 
Sargent’s  16th  Mass.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.,  1775;  Siege  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  Journey  to  N.  Y.  City 
and  vicinity;  Pell’s  Point;  White  Plains; 
Northcastle;  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.;  N. 
J.  Campaign;  Trenton  Battle,  1776. 
March  home  to  Mass.,  1777. 

Dec.  27,  1775-Jan.  i5>  1777- 
Printed  with  notes  by  H.  B.  Dawson, 
N.  Y.,  1865,  pp.  xv-43. 


HOWARD,  John  Eager,  Major,  4th 
Md.  Cont’l  Reg’t. 

Battle  of  Germantown,  Pa. 

Oct.  4,  1 777. 

Md.  Hist.  Mag.,  Vol.  IV,  Dec.,  1909, 
314-320. 

HUBLEY,  Adam,  Lt.  Col.  nth  Pa. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Pa.  and 
N.  Y. 

May  24-Oct.  7,  1779. 

Original  contained  illustrations  and 
maps,  22  pages.  . 

In  Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition, 
Albany,  1887. 

Miner’s  Hist,  of  Wyoming.  Also  Pa. 
Archives,  New  Ser.,  Vol.  XI  or  Vol.  II  of 
the  Revolution. 

Also  sep.  publ.  J.  B.  Lippincott,  1909, 
57  PP- 

HUGHES,  James  M.,  Lieut,  and  A.  D. 

C.  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  Gates. 
Burgoyne  Campaign,  N.  Y.,  1777- 
Mass  . Hist.  Soc.  Proc.,  Vol.  Ill,  1858, 
pp.  278-280. 

HULL,  William,  Maj.,  8th  Mass.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Stony  Point  (N.  Y.)  Capture. 

July  15,  1779. 

By  a participant  in  the  battle. 

Mag.  Am.  Hist.,  Vol.  28,  1892,  pp.  182- 
185. 
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INGALLS,  Phineas,  of  Andover,  Mass. 
Minute  Man,  Andover  Co.;  pri- 
vate, Capt.  Benjamin  Farnum’s 
Co.,  Col.  James  Frye’s  Mass. 
Reg’t. 

Lexington  Alarm;  Siege  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  1 775"76.  Canada  expedition; 

Mass.;  N.  Y.;  1776. 

Apr.  19,  1775-Dec.  8,  1776. 

Essex  Inst.  Coll.,  Vol.  LIII,  Jan.,  1917, 
pp.  81-92. 

IRVINE,  William,  Col.  7th  Pa.  Bat- 
talion. 

Canadian  expedition;  British  captivity. 
May  7-June  8,  1776. 

Hist.  Mag.,  Apr.,  1862,  p.  115.  2 pp. 

JAMISON,  James,  Revolutionary 
officer. 

N.  J.,  1776-1779. 

Names  of  soldiers  who  died,  etc.  Frag- 
mentary. 

Oct.  28,  1776-Aug.  3,  1779. 

Am.  Monthly  Mag.,  Vol.  XXIII,  1903, 
pp.  12-13. 

JEFFERSON,  Thomas.  Author  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 
Autobiography. 

The  portion  covering  the  period  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  is  pp.  15-82  of 
The  Writings  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
edited  by  Paul  Leicester  Ford,  Vol.  I; 
Putnam’s,  N.  Y.,  1892. 

JENKINS,  John,  Lieut.,  Spaulding’s 
Independent  Wyoming  Valley 
Co. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Pa.,  N.  Y. 
Apr.  i-Dec.  19,  1779. 

Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Al- 
bany, 1887.  8 pp. 

JENNISON,  William,  of  Mass.  Lieut. 
Retreat  from  Long  Island;  N.  Y.  City 
and  vicinity;  Battle  of  White  Plains, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  1776. 

Afloat  on  U.  S.  S.  Boston. 

Aug.  9,  1776-Aug.  14,  1780. 

Manuscript  in  Library  of  Congress, 
20  pp.,  folio. 


JOSLIN,  Joseph,  Jr.,  of  South  Killingly, 
Conn.  Teamster,  Cont’l.  Service. 
Conn.;  N.  Y.;  Hudson  River,  1777. 
Conn.;  N.  Y.;  1778. 

Mar.  5,  1777-Aug.,  1778. 

I he  doings  of  a Revolutionary  Army 
teamster  of  Conn. 

Conn.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.  VII,  1899,  PP* 
299-369. 

KETTELL,  John,  of  Newburyport, 
Mass.  Private  soldier. 

Mass.  Siege  of  Boston;  Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill. 

May  17-Oct.  1,  1775. 

Manuscript  in  Mass.  Hist.  Socy.,  28  pp. 

KIRKWOOD,  Robert,  Capt.  Del. 
Cont’l.  Regt. 

Charleston,  S.  C.;  Southern  states; 
Del.;  Md.;  Va.;  N.  C.;  S.  C. 

Apr.  30,  1780-Apr.  7,  1782. 

Journal  of  the  Southern  Campaign,  to- 
gether with  an  orderly  book  of  the  cam- 
paign N.  J.  in  1 777. 

Edited  by  Rev.  Jos.  B.  Turner,  Hist. 
Soc’y.  of  Del.;  Wilmington,  Del.,  1910. 
Del.  Hist.  Soc’y  Pub.  21  pp. 

KNAP,  Uzal,  Serg’t.,  Washington’s  Life 
Guard. 

Reminiscences  of  Washington  at  New- 
burgh, 1780-1783. 

As  told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson  J. 
Lossing.  Seven  pages  of  Chap.  II  of 
Hours  with  Living  Men  and  Women  of 
the  Revolution,  N.  Y.,  1889. 

KNOX,  Henry,  of  Mass.  Col.,  Cont’l. 
Reg’t.  of  Artillery. 

Worcester,  Mass,  to  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y. 
Expedition  to  get  cannon  for  siege  of 
Boston. 

Nov.  20,  1775-Jan.  13,  1776. 

N.  E.  Hist.  & Gen.  Reg.,  Vol.  XXX, 
July,  1876,  pp.  321-325. 

LAFAYETTE,  Marquis  de,  Maj.-Gen., 
Cont’l.  Army. 

Memoirs,  correspondence  and  manu- 
script; published  by  his  family. 

London,  Saunders,  1837,  3 vols.  1st  and 
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2nd  vols.  relate  to  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. 

Accounts  of  campaigns. 

LAFAYETTE,  Gen.  Count  de 
Account  of  the  Rhode  Island  Campaign. 
August,  1778. 

Hist.  Mag.,  Aug.  1861,  p.  247,  1 p. 

LEACH,  John,  Teacher  of  navigation, 
Boston;  civilian  prisoner  under  British 
June  29,  1775— Jan.  9,  1 776-  y 
N.  E.  Hist.  & Gen.  Reg.,  XIX,  1865,  pp. 
255-263.  . 

Reprinted  in  Peter  Edes,  ...  a Bi- 
ography, Bangor,  Me.,  1901. 


LEE,  Andrew,  of  Pa.  Ens.,  Hazen’s 
Reg’t.  (2nd  Canadian). 

Pa  ; N.  J.;  Expedition  to  Staten  Island, 

N.  Y. 


Aug.  21-Dec.  10,  1 777- 
Extracts  from  diary. 

Hist.  Soc’y.  of  Pa.  Mag.  of  H.  & B.,  Vol. 
Ill,  1879,  pp.  169-173. 


LEE,  Ezra,  Sergt.,  Conn.  ContT  Line. 
Account  of  Bushnell’s  submarine  tor- 
pedo of  1776,  by  the  person  who  oper- 
ated it.  Dated  Lyme,  Conn.,  Feb.  20, 
1815,  and  addressed  to  Col.  David 
Humphreys. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  XXIX,  1893, 

pp.  263-266. 


LEE,  Henry,  Maj.,  Light  Dragoons, 
Cont’l.  Army.  (Light  Horse 
Harry  Lee.) 

Paulus  Hook,  N.  J.  (now  Jersey  City). 
Account  of  the  capture  by  the  officer 
commanding  the  attack. 

N.  H.  Gazette,  Sept.  7,  1779* 

Moore’s  Diary  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, Vol.  II,  N.  Y.,  1858,  pp.  207-212. 


LEE,  Henry,  Lieut.-Col.,  Lee’s  Partisan 
Corps.  (Light  Horse  Harry  Lee.) 
Paulus  Hook,  N.  J.;  Southern  States. 
Account  of  the  war  in  the  south. 

Phila.  Bradford,  1812,  2 vols.,  pp.  423“ 
486,  Washington,  1827. 

New  York,  Univ.  Pub.  Co.,  1869. 


LEGGETT,  Abraham,  of  Westchester 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Lieut.,  5th  N.  Y. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ; Battle  of  Long 
Island;  N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity;  White 
Plains;  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.;  Conn.; 
Fort  Montgomery,  N.  Y.;  Highlands  of 
Hudson;  Prisoner  of  War,  Long  Island 
Spy,  1775-1782.. 

Narrative,  with  introduction  and  notes. 
Crumbs  for  Antiquarians,  by  C.  I. 
Bushnell,  Vol.  II,  N.  Y.  Privately 
printed,  1866,  pp.  10-29. 

LEMPRIERE,  Capt.  of  Sloop  Com- 
merce. 

Afloat,  1775.  . - , Tv 

Journal  and  log  book,  signed  by  John 
Hatter,  July  24-Aug.  23,  1775. 

In  Documentary  History  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  1764-1776.  Edited  by 
R.  W.  Gibbes,  N.  Y.,  Appleton,  1855, 
pp.  121-123. 


LINCOLN,  Benj. 

Journey  from  Quaker  Hill,  Dutchess 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Oct.  3-Dec.  1,  1778. 

Manuscript  in  Library  of  Congress, 
20  pp.,  i2mo. 


LINCOLN,  Benjamin,  Maj.-Gen. 

Cont’l.  Army. 

Siege  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Sept.  3-Oct.  19,  1779-  , 

Manuscript  in  Library  of  Congress,  10 
pp.,  4to.  Also  contemporary  man- 
uscript copy  of  same,  in  same,  19  PP* 

4to.  . 

Published  in  Original  Papers  Relating 
to  Siege  of  Charleston,  Charleston,  1898. 


LITCHFIELD,  Paul,  of  Scituate,  Mass. 
Private,  Mass.  Militia  and 
school  teacher. 

Lexington  Alarm;  Marshfield;  Scituate, 
Mass. 


Mar.  23-July  19, 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y. 


[775* 

Proc.,  Vol.  XIX,  pp. 


377-379* 
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LITITZ,  Pa.  Military  Hospital. 
1777-1778. 

Extracts  from  contemporary  (anony- 
mous) diaries. 

Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  Hist.  Soc’y.,  Papers, 
Vol.  XXIII,  No.  1,  pp.  5-14. 

LIVERMORE,  Daniel,  Capt.,  3rd  N. 
H.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Pa.;  N.Y. 
March  of  Gen.  Poor’s  Brigade,  May  17- 
Dec.  7,  1779. 

N.  H.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Coll.,  Vol.  VI,  1850, 
PP-  309-335-  . 

Part  appears  in  Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian 
Expedition,  Albany,  1887. 

LIVINGSTON,  Henry,  Jr.,  Maj.,  3rd 
N.  Y.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Hudson  River  to  Canada  and  return, 
Montgomery’s  expedition.  Fall  and 
winter  of ’75.  Canada  expedition  under 
Gen.  Montgomery. 

Pa.  Mag.  of  H.  & B.,  Vol.  XXII,  1898. 
Orig.  lost  by  Miss  G.  F.  Thomas,  26  pp. 
Rough  notes  of  orig.  at  N.  Y.  Pub.  Libr. 

LONG  ISLAND 
Barclay,  S.  (editor) 

Personal  Recollections  of  the  Amer. 
Rev.  by  a clergyman’s  wife. 

Long  Island. 

Domestic  life  described  by  a patriotic 
woman  under  British  domination. 

Oct.  3,  1776-Apr.  23,  1783. 

LOVE,  Mr.  A Revolutionary  survivor 
of  S.  C. 

Reminiscences  of  the  Revolution  in  S.  C. 
Fort  Motte,  Lt.-Col.  H.  Lee,  etc.,  as 
told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson  J. 
Lossing  in  Jan.,  1849. 

Chap.  VI  (8  pp.)  of 

Hours  with  Living  Men  and  Women  of 

the  Revolution,  N.  Y.,  1889. 

LOVELL,  Solomon,  Brig.-Gen.,  Mass. 
Militia. 

Penobscot  Expedition,  Maine. 

July  15-Aug.  14,  1779. 

Weymouth  (Mass.)  Hist.  Soc’y.  Pub- 
lication No.  1,  1881,  pp.  95-105. 


LOXLEY,  Benj.,  Capt.,  1st  Co.  of 
Artillery  of  Philadelphia. 

Pa.;  N.  J.;  Amboy;  Jour,  of  the  Cam- 
paign to  Amboy  and  other  parts  of  the 
Jerseys. 

July  2 1— Aug.  30,  1776. 

Hist.  Soc’y.  Pa.  Coll.,  Vol.  I,  1852,  pp. 
223-236. 

LUNT,  Paul,  of  Newburyport,  Mass. 

Lieut.  Little’s  Mass.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.,  1775. 

May  10-Dec.  23,  1775. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.,  Vol.  XXI, 
1872,  pp.  192-207. 

LYMAN,  Simeon,  of  Sharon,  Conn. 

Private,  Conn.  Reg’t. 

Conn.;  R.  I.;  Mass.;  Siege  of  Boston, 
Mass. 

Aug.  10-Dec.  28,  1775. 

Conn.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Coll.,  Vol.  VIII,  1899, 

pp.  113-134- 

MACAULAY,  Alexander,  of  Yorktown, 
Va. 

Virginia. 

Private  affairs  written  in  serio-comic 
style. 

Feb.  21-Mar.  3,  1783. 

Wm.  & Mary  College  Quar.  Hist.  Mag., 
Vol.  XI,  July,  1902-Apr.,  1903,  pp.  183- 
191. 

MACHIN,  Thomas,  Capt.  2nd  Reg’t. 

(N.  Y.)  Cont’l.  Artillery. 

New  York  State. 

Col.  Van  Schaick’s  Expedition  against 
the  Onondagas,  N.  Y. 

Apr.  19-23,  1779. 

Magazine  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  Nov., 
1879,  pp.  688-690.  Also  in  Gen.  Sulli- 
van’s Indian  Expedition,  Albany,  1887. 
3 PP- 

MAINE,  1779.  Anonymous — Naval. 
Penobscot  expedition,  Maine. 

July  19-Aug.  13,  1779. 

Journal  found  on  board  the  Continental 
ship  Hunter,  18  guns. 

Hist.  Mag.  Feb.,  1864,  pp.  51-54- 
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MANIGAULT,  Mrs.  Ann,  S.  C. 
1776-1781. 

Mostly  domestic.  Fragmentary. 

S.  C.  Hist.  & Gen.  Mag.,  Vol.  XXI, 
1920,  pp.  1 12-120. 

Tyler’s  Quarterly,  Hist.  & Gen.  Mag., 
1918-21,  Richmond,  Va. 

MARSHALL,  Christopher.  Retired 
business  man  of  Phila. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

A book  of  284  pages,  with  index  by  a 
former  Quaker,  expelled  from  the  sect 
for  his  patriotic  views. 

Jan.  9,  1774-Sept.  24,  1781. 

Passages  from  the  diary  of,  edited  by 
Wm.  Duane,  Phila.,  1839-1840,  p.  iv- 
284. 

See  Lancaster  Co.  (Pa.)  Hist.  Papers 
and  addresses,  Vol.  Ill,  1898-1899. 
(Not  original.) 

“The  standard  authority  of  Revolution- 
ary events  of  1774 -1777  as  seen  in  Phil- 
adelphia and  Lancaster,  Pa.”  The 
Literature  of  American  History.  Larned, 
1892. 

MARTIN,  Jos.  P.,  of  Prospect,  Me. 
A Revolutionary  soldier  of  the 
Conn,  troops  and  sappers  and 
miners. 

N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity,  1776;  Hudson 
Highlands,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. 
and  Pa.  Battle  of  Mud  Island,  Valley 
Forge,  1777.  Pa.;  Battle  of  Monmouth 
N.  Y.;  Conn.;  1778.  Conn.;  Hudson 
River;  N.  J.;  1779.  Staten  Island  expe- 
dition; Hudson  River;  1780;  Hudson 
River;  Yorktown;  Pa.:  1781;  N.  J.; 
Hudson  River;  1782.  Hudson  River; 
1783- 

Narrative  of  a Revolutionary  Soldier, 
Anonymous,  Hallowell,  Me.,  1830. 

i2mo,  213  pp. 

Published  anonymously. 

MASSACHUSETTS  Navy.  Anony- 
mous. 

Journal  of  a cruise  on  board  the  brig- 
antine of  war  Tyrannicide,  in  the  service 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  1778-  Manu- 
script fo.  G.  341,  deposited  in  Boston 
Public  Library. 


MATTHEWMAN,  Luke,  Lieut.,  Rev- 
olutionary  Navy. 

Aflo:  t. 

Narrative  of  naval  life. 

Mar.,  1776-1783. 

From  N.  Y.  Packet,  1787. 

Repr.  Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  II,  1878, 

pp.  175-185- 

McCLELLAN,  Joseph.  Capt.  9th  Pa. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Verplanck’s  Point,  N.  Y.;  Hudson  River 
region;  Tappan;  Fort  Lee;  New  Bridge; 
Totowa  (now  Paterson);  Morristown; 

1780. 

Revolt  of  Pa.  Line;  Morristown;  N.  J.; 
York,  Pa.;  Md.;  Va.;  Southern  cam- 
paign; Yorktown,  Va.;N.  C.;  S.  C.,  1781. 
Southern  states;  N.  C.;  S.  C.;  1782. 

Aug.  i-Dec.  31,  1780,  Jan.  i-Feb.  8, 

1781,  May  26,  1781 — Apr.  25,  1782. 

Pa.  Archives,  Vol.  XI;  pp.  573-585,  631- 
674,  677-7 27- 

McCLURE,  Rev.  Dr.  David,  of  Mass. 
Lexington  Alarm  (Mass.) 

April,  1775. 

Boston  and  wounded  persons,  frag- 
mentary. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.,  Apr.,  1878,  pp. 
157-158. 

McCREADY,  Robert. 

Fort  McIntosh;  Big  Beaver  Creek; 
Sandy  Creek;  Little  Beaver  Creek; 
Tuskarawas;  Southern  Campaign,  1778. 
Nov.  4-20,  1778. 

Manuscript  in  Library  of  Congress, 
20  pp. 

McCURTIN,  Dan’l,  private  1st  Co. 
Md.  Riflemen. 

Frederickstown  (now  burgh),  Md.; 
Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.,  1775.  Mass.; 
Conn.;  N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity;  N.  Y., 
1776. 

July  18,  1775-May  29,  1776^  . 

Thos.  Balch’s,  Maryland  Line  during 
the  Rev.,  Phila.  Printed  for  the  Sev- 
enty-Six Society,  1857,  pp.  11-41. 
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McDOWELL,  William,  ist  Pa.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Southern  Campaign;  Siege  of  Yorktown. 
“ 1 he  number  of  miles  which  I have 
travelled  since  the  26th  of  May,  1781,  is 
2755  miles/’ 

May  26,  1781-Dec.  21,  1782. 

Pa.  Archives,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol.  15,  pp.  297- 
340. 

McELWEES,  William,  Soldier  in  S.  C. 

Militia  under  Gen.  Sumter. 
Reminiscences  of  S.  C.  Campaign,  1780, 
as  told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson  J. 
Lossing,  Jan.,  1849. 

Chapter  9,  8 pages  of  Hours  with  Living 
Men  and  Women  of  the  Revolution, 
N.  Y.,  1889. 

McHENRY,  James,  of  Ireland  and  Pa. 

Secretary  to  Washington. 
Account  of  Battle  of  Monmouth,  June, 
28,  1778. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  355-360. 

McKENDRY,  William,  Lieut,  and 
Quartermaster,  6th  Mass.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Hudson  River  region;  N.  Y.,  1777. 
Hudson  River  region;  Cherry  Valley; 
Mohawk  Valley;  Fort  Alden;  Otsego 
Lake;  N.  Y.,  1778.  Sullivan’s  Indian 
campaign;  Pa.;  Hudson  Highlands;  N. 
Y.,  1779. 

Oct.  25,  1776-Jan.  3,  1780. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol. 
II,  pp.  442-478. 

Part,  in  Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedi- 
tion, Albany,  N.  Y.,  1887. 

McMICHAEL,  James,  Sergt.,  Pa.  Rifle 
Reg’t.,  Lieut.,  13th  Pa.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.;  Lewes,  Del.;  N.  J.; 
N.  Y.;  Battle  of  Long  Island;  N.  Y.  City 
and  vicinity;  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.; 

P'  -V  ,raV776-  N.  J.;  Pa.;  1777- 

Pa.;  Valley  Forge,  1778. 

May  27,  1776-May  6,  1778. 

Pa.  Mag.,  Vol.  XVI,  1892,  pp.  129-159. 


Pa.  Archives,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol.  XV,  pp. 
195-218. 

MEIGS,  Return  J.,  Major. 

Afloat;  Quebec  Expedition  under  Arnold 
Sept.  9,  1775-Jan.  1,  1776. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol.  II, 
1814.  Crumbs  for  Antiquarians  edited 
by  Charles  I.  Bushnell,  N.  Y.  Privately 
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WHIG  STRATEGY  ON  DUTCHESS  COUNTY  BORDER 


W ork  of  Fredericksburgh  Precinct  Committee  and  New  York  Provincial 
Committee  in  Checking  Tory  Activities  (1776-1  777) 

By  Winthrop  P.  Tryon 

QUESTIONS  presented  by  an  entry  in  the  “Journals  of  the 
New  York  Provincial  Congress/’  regarding  a committee 
formed  in  Fredericksburgh,  Dutchess  County,  near  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revolutionary  War,  for  a time  caused  me  trouble. 
In  particular,  the  meaning  of  an  election  of  militia  officers,  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Fredericksburgh  committee,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1775,  and  of  other  elections  held  in  March  of  the  following 
year,  vexed  me.  By  study,  however,  of  local  records  of  the  towns 
of  Kent,  Carmel,  Patterson  and  Southest,  which  today  represent 
eighteenth-century  Fredericksburgh,  and  by  actual  visits  to  the 
ground,  I managed  to  recover  many  biographical  and  topographical 
facts  bearing  on  my  committee  and  its  doings.  I succeeded,  that 
is  to  say,  in  bringing  to  life  a number  of  the  persons  concerned,  and 
in  identifying  the  localities  where  they  worked.  Then  one  day  the 
librarian  of  the  Society  put  into  my  hands  a manuscript  containing 
the  minutes  of  a committee  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  on 
almost  the  first  page  I opened  to,  I found  the  name  of  one  of  the 
Fredericksburgh  militiamen,  Joseph  Dykeman,  with  indication  of 
his  duties  and  services.  Reading  on,  I found  that  the  regular 
chairman  of  my  Fredericksburgh  committee,  whose  name  I had  not 
known,  was  Reuben  Ferris.  Gradually  the  whole  matter  in  which 
I was  interested  cleared  up,  and  not  only  did  I see  a lost  episode  of 
town  history  revealed,  but  I believed  I saw  fresh  light,  too,  thrown 
on  one  of  the  larger  aspects  of  Revolutionary  policy.  I was  glad 
enough  of  the  help  the  document  gave  me,  and  was  delighted, 
furthermore,  to  hear  the  librarian  say  that  it  is  before  long  to  be 
published  and  made  generally  available  to  readers. 

The  manuscript,  comprising  many  pages,  bound  in  folio  form, 
records  the  daily  proceedings  of  what  I said  was  a Provincial  com- 
mittee, but  I had  better  call  it,  perhaps,  a Provincial  court,  instituted 
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In  Convention  of  the.  REPftBSfNTwvrvE*-  of  «he  State  of 
$1  KW  -YORK. 


SEPTEMBER  2t,  1776. 

HFRE AS  divers  of  th<v inhabW*  of  1 this  State  have,  by  the  wicked  arts  and  infi- 
HJous  ancf  corrupt  <*  wSlUm  Tryon,  Efq;  late  Governor  of  the  Coiony 

$ N^w-Xork^nd  bUWherents,  been  feduced  to  take  part  with  ou  venues,  and 
taid  and  aSfef  theiwnftfwej  for  ft§jug?ung  the  United  States  of  America. 


this* State  i and  throned  with  the  incurfi. 
ons  ofaLt^aX  attended  by  .R  ^of\*vagS^ft*Whem  and  weftern  frontiers:  This 
Conventb^findUeihlfivrt  red^tych®  great  laws  of  fclNpreferyation  and  *h,ch 

they  owe  to  their  confidents,  to  provide  that  no  m^ns  in  their  power  be 
the  barbarous  machinations  of  their  dot»eftic,as  well  as  external  enemies  , and  do  therefore, 

RESOLVE,  That  a Committee  J>e  appointed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  enquiring  int0>d^ 
teftino-  and  defeating  all  confpiraciw,  which  may  be  formed  in  this  State,  againft  the  liberties  of 
Amerfca,  that  they  i empowered  to  fend  for  perfons  and  papers;  to  call  out  luch  detachments  of 
the  militia  or  troops  in  the  d fferent  counties,  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  deem  neceffary  for 
fupprcffinw  infurredtions;  to  apprehend,  fccurc  or  remove  fuch  perfons,  who  they  flv.dl  juc.ge  daiigei- 
ous  to  thefafety  of  the  State;  to  make  drafts  op  the  treafury  for  a ium  not  exceeding  live  hun- 
dred pounds  ; that  they  be  empowered  to  enjoin  fecrepy  upon  their  own  members,  and  the  per- 
fons employed  by  the  Committee,  whenever  they  fhall  ludge  the  fame  necefiaiy  ; and  in  gcncial, 
to  do  every  adt  and  thing  whatfoever,  which  may  be  neccflary  to  enable  them  to  execute  the  truft 
hereby  repofed  in  them  : That  the  faid  Committee  keep  regular  minutes  of  all  their  proceeding* 
and  expenditures,  together  with  the  examinations  which  they  may  from  time  to  time  take,  and  the 
correfpondcncc  they  carry  on  for  executing  thefe  Refolut.ons,  in  order  that  the  whole,  or  any  pare 
thereof  may  be  fubmitted  to  the  conluleration  of  this  Convention,  or  future  Legiilature  of  this 
State  whenever,  and  as  often  as  they  may  think  proper  to  call  for  the  fame : That  they  be  em- 
powered if  they  fhall  think  it  neceffary,  to  raifc,  officer,  and  put  under  pav,  any  number  of  men, 
J^t  exceeding  two  hunJred  and  twenty,  officers  included,  to  be  upon  the  fame  eftablifhment  with 
thofe  under  the  commind  of  Captain  Melandton  Smith,  and  to  ftation 1 them  in  fuch  places,  and  to 
employ  them  on  fuch  fervices  as  they  fhall  judge  expedient  for  the  public  fafety. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  company  of  thirty  men,  ordered  this  day  by  this  Convention  to  be 
raifedby  Captain  Delavergne,  be  under  the  direction  of  the  faid  Committee. 

ORDERED  That  the  feveral  Committees  in  this  State,  do  from  time  to  time  tranfmit  to  the 
above-mentioned  Committee,  all  fuch  information  as  they  fhall  receive,  relating  to  any  machinati- 
ons and  confpiracies  againft  this  State,  and  that  copies  of  thefe  refutations  be  immediately  fent  by 
exprefs  to  the  Chairmen  of  the  County  Committees,  and  to  all  the  Brigadier  Generals,  or  command- 
ing Officers  uf  the  Militia  in  this  State,  that  they  may  govern  thcmfclves  accordingly. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

ROBERT  BENSON,  Sw’ar. 


BROADSIDE  ANNOUNCING  APPOINTMENT  OF  NEW  YORK  PROVINCIAL  COMMITTEE  ON 
DETECTING  TORY  CONSPIRACIES. 

Published  by  Samuel  Loudon,  official  printer  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 
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to  check  the  activities  of  Tories,  which  in  the  early  weeks  sat 
at  Fishkill,  John  Jay  most  of  the  time  presiding.  Now  the  Tory 
idea,  I found,  was  the  key  to  the  whole  difficulty.  As  for  my 
local  Fredericksburgh  committee,  I understood  all  along  that  it 
was  intended  to  help  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  Provincial 
Congress.  1 hen,  from  studying  the  folio,  I became  aware  that  in 
the  winter  of  1776-1777  it  labored  chiefly  at  the  Tory  crusade, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Provincial  committee,  and  moreover  that 
it  put  its  militia  organization  at  the  call  of  this  general  committee. 

My  researches,  rather  strangely,  have  led  me  to  think  that  some 
of  the  most  important  things  done  by  the  people  of  New  York 
State  early  in  the  Revolution  have  hitherto  not  been  sufficiently 
emphasized,  and  I have  concluded  that  this  situation  has  arisen 
because  the  deeds  were  not  of  a strictly  military  sort.  I am 
speaking,  be  it  understood,  of  what  is  to  be  credited  exclusively 
to  the  people  of  New  York  and  not  of  those  affairs  transacted  on 
New  York  soil  both  in  the  early  and  late  years  of  the  contest  which 
are  to  be  credited  to  the  people  of  many  states,  working  together. 
It  strikes  me  that  the  war  offered  to  the  Patriots  some  severe 
problems  in  what  may  be  described  as  civil  strategy.  The  methods 
of  procedure  employed  by  Lord  and  Admiral  Howe,  after  he  arrived 
with  his  great  naval  expedition  in  New  York  Bay  show,  I am  sure, 
that  to  be  the  case.  Lord  Howe  evidently  desired  to  treat  the 
conflict  as  mere  internal  dissension.  The  theory  of  Independence 
he  did  seem  seriously  to  accept.  And  on  the  basis  of  party  strife, 
or  whatever  it  is  to  be  called,  the  committee  of  Fredericksburgh 
Precinct,  besides  many  other  town  committees,  and  county  com- 
mittees as  well,  acting  under  the  guidance  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
joined  issue  with  the  Ministerial  party  and  out-manoeuvred  them, 
in  my  view  of  the  matter,  at  nearly  every  turn. 

In  other  words,  the  Whigs  accepted  the  challenge  of  the  Tories 
on  a basis  of  law  no  less  than  of  battle,  and  at  the  outset  sought  to 
gain  and  soon  did  gain,  the  upper  hand.  Or,  to  come  down  to  the 
persons  and  places  I am  discussing,  a struggle  in  behalf  of  popular 
morale  was  waged  from  1775  to  l77%>  in  what  used  to  be  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Dutchess  County  and  what  is  now  the  eastern  part 
of  Putnam  County.  It  was  a deadly  fight,  though  comparatively 
bloodless.  Militia  men  took  part,  yet  with  remarkably  little  resort 
to  powder  and  shot.  The  portion  of  the  State  with  which  I am 
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dealing  seems  to  have  been  a great  highway  over  which  persons 
disaffected  to  the  cause  of  the  United  States  endeavored  to  pass 
from  the  northward  down  to  the  Kings  army  in  and  around  the 
city  of  New  York.  Of  the  men  of  Fredericksburgh  who  officially 
lent  a hand  to  stopping  the  refugee  current  toward  the  British  lines 
I would  like  to  make  some  mention.  And  first  I shall  quote  the 
entry  in  the  “Journals  of  the  New  York  Provincial  Congress”1 
which  I mentioned  as  the  original  cause  of  my  quest.  It  consists 
of  a report  from  the  fredericksburgh  committee  to  the  Congress 
at  Fishkill  and  runs: — 

Fredericksburgh  in  Dutches  county,  March  15th?  I77^* 

Pursuant  to  a resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York,  passed 
the  9th  of  August,  1775,  the  Committee  proceeded  to  call  together  the  several 
companies  of  militia  in  this  precinct,  for  a choice  of  officers,  as  follows: 

Beat  No.  1 — Friday  March  8th,  the  company  did  meet,  and  under  the 
inspection  of  Joshua  Myrick,  Daniel  Mertine  and  David  Myrick,  three  of 
the  committee,  did  choose  Ebenezer  Robinson,  capt.;  Nathaniel  Scribner, 
1st  lieut.;  Hezekiah  Mead,  Junr.  2d  lieut.;  Obadiah  Chase,  ensign. 

Beat  No.  2— Monday  March  nth,  the  company  met,  and  under  the 
inspection  of  David  Waterbury  and  Moses  Richards,  two  of  the  committee, 
did  elect  David  Waterbury,  capt.;  Isaac  Townsend,  1st  lieut.;  Jonathan 
Webb,  2d  lieut.;  Timothy  Delavan,  ensign. 

Beat  No.  3.— September  20th,  1775,  the  company  met,  and  under  the 
inspection  of  Jonathan  Paddack,  Simeon  Tryon,  David  Crosby,  three  of  the 
committee,  made  choice  of  Jonathan  Paddack,  capt.;  Jeremiah  Burges, 
2d  lieut.;  Joseph  Dykeman,  ensign— N.  B.  Simeon  Tryon  is  since  ap- 
pointed a lieutenant  in  the  Continental  army. 

Beat  No.  4.— Tuesday,  March  12th,  the  company  met,  and  under  the 
inspection  of  Solomon  Hopkins,  David  Myrick  and  David  Smith,  did  elect 
John  Crane,  capt.;  Elijah  Townsend,  1st  lieut.;  David  Smith,  2d  lieut.  and 
John  Berry,  ensign. 

Beat  No.  5.— Wednesday,  March  13th,  the  company  met,  and  under  the 
inspection  of  Solomon  Hopkins  and  Joshua  Myrick,  two  of  the  committee 
did  elect  William  Colwell  capt.;  Joel  Mead,  1st  lieut.;  Stephen  Ludinton 
2d  lieut.  and  David  Porter,  ensign. 

Beat  No.  6.— Thursday,  March  14th,  the  company  met,  and  under  the 
inspection  of  Isaac  Chapman  and  Joshua  Crosby,  two  of  the  committee,  did 
choose  David  Hecock,  capt.;  William  Calkin,  1st  lieut.;  and  Moses  Sage 
ensign. 


1 Jour.  N.  Y.  Prov.  Cong.  Vol.  1,  p.  390. 
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The  above  gentlemen  are  all  persons  of  respectable  characters,  have  been 
friendly  to  liberty,  and  have  signed  the  general  association  recommended 
by  the  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

DAVID  SMITH,  Chairman  pro  tempore 

A true.  copy.  Test 

Joshua  Myrick,  Clerk. 

N.  B.  Increas  Bennet  afterwards  refused  to  serve  as  lieutenant. 

One  of  the  first  queries  which  the  text  of  the  report  suggested 
to  me  concerned  the  meaning  of  the  word  “beat.”  Did  the  word 
refer  to  a division  of  the  Precinct,  or  did  it  simply  stand  as  a 
synonym  for  “company”?  To  ascertain  whether  it  signified,  as 
should  be  expected,  some  sort  of  patrolling  district,  I endeavored 
to  learn  in  what  neighborhoods  of  Fredericksburgh  the  men  of  the 
several  beats  resided.  I have  already  sketched  in  print  the  results 
of  my  researches  on  this  point,2  though  rather  briefly  and  ellipti- 
cally.  I have  also  written  somewhat  about  the  books  of  minutes 
of  the  Provincial  committee  and  about  John  Jay’s  activities  as 
chairman  of  that  committee.2a  For  better  conviction’s  sake,  I 
will  present  certain  of  my  facts  and  conclusions  in  detail. 

Look  at  a modern  map,  and  you  will  find  the  towns  of  the 
eastern  part  of  Putnam  County  to  be  four  almost  equal  and  nearly 
rectangular  divisions,  to  wit: 


KENT 

1 

PATTERSON 

CARMEL  I 

SOUTHEAST 

2 Putnam  County  Courier,  June  1 6,  1922. 

20  The  Christian  Science  Monitor,  Sept.  1,  1922. 
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Now  these  four  towns  happen  to  comprise  not  only  old  Fred- 
ericksburgh  Precinct,  but  also  the  old  Precinct  of  Southeast,  which, 
as  near  as  I can  make  out,  took  in  only  that  narrow  strip  along  the 
eastern  border  of  modern  Patterson  and  Southeast  which  used  to 
be  called  the  Oblong.  Counting  that  out,  I have  concluded  that 

beats  No.  i and  No.  2 corresponded  to  the  southern  portions  of 

modern  Carmel  and  Southeast,  respectively;  that  beat  No.  3 cor- 
responded to  the  northern  portion  of  Southeast  and  the  southern 
portion  of  Patterson;  that  beat  No.  4 corresponded  to  the  northern 
portion  of  Carmel  and  the  southern  portion  of  Kent;  and  that 
beats  No.  5 and  No.  6 corresponded  to  the  northern  portions  of 

Kent  and  Patterson,  respectively.  I am  all  the  more  convinced 

of  this,  because  the  beats  agree  somewhat  in  area  with  the  lots  into 
which  Fredericksburgh,  as  part  of  the  Philipse  Patent,  was  divided 
in  pre-Revolutionary  surveys.  Before  the  war,  the  territory  we 
are  considering  comprised  the  Philipse  lots,  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8 and  9, 
in  the  following  arrangement : 


Now  in  the  old  land  records,  lots  No.  5 and  No.  6 were  called 
long  lots  and  lots  No.  7,  No.  8 and  No.  9,  short  lots.  The  mmtia 
beats  of  Fredericksburgh,  according  to  my  conclusions,  were  mapped 
out  on  the  general  model  of  the  three  short  lots,  the  region  included 
in  lots  No.  5 and  No.  6 being  cut  into  three  sections  that  exactly- 
repeated  the  scheme  of  lots  No.  7,  No.  8 and  No.  9.  But  a rather 
strange  sequence  in  the  numbering  of  the  beats  was  adopted. 
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This  arrangement  struck  me  as  the  one  used,  the  moment  I 
found  where  a few  of  the  principal  persons  concerned  lived;  and 
it  impressed  me  as  the  only  possible  one,  after  I learned  where 
others  lived.  As  to  my  method  of  finding  where  their  farms  were 
located,  I got  information  partly  in  New  York,  looking  up  docu- 
ments and  published  records  at  the  Society’s  library  and  the  Public 
Library;  and  partly,  again,  in  the  towns  of  Southeast  and  Carmel, 
hunting  out  landmarks  and  searching  for  names  and  dates  on  old 
tombstones.  I took  it  for  granted  that  a man  must  have  had  his 
residence  somewhere  near  the  church  with  which  he  was  connected, 
and  that  he  must  have  passed  the  closing  years,  to  say  the  least, 
of  his  career  not  far  from  the  cemetery  in  which  he  lies  buried. 
After  I had  exhausted  these  sources  of  information,  Mr.  Wall  put 
into  my  hands  the  minutes  of  the  Connor’s  Tavern  committee, 
wherewith  I was  able  to  complete  the  interpretation  of  my  Fred- 
ericksburgh  militia  report. 

But  to  go  through  the  names  in  the  report,  leaving  out  of  ac- 
count for  the  time  being  those  of  members  of  the  committee  who 
took  part  in  the  elections  but  were  not  chosen  company  officers — 
I said  that  beat  No.  i was  in  the  southern  part  of  what  is  now 
Carmel.  Well,  the  captain  of  that  beat,  Ebenezer  Robinson,  is 
referred  to  in  the  “New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical 
Record,”  3 as  married  in  the  old  Gilead  Church  at  West  Philippi, 


3 V°l.  34  (19^2-3),  P-  181. 
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or  Carmel,  in  1756,  and  as  having  his  daughter  baptized  there  the 
next  vear  The  house  of  the  first  lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Scribner, 
1 Marked  on  the  Erskine  Military  Maps  of  1778  * as  situated  in 
Carmel  near  the  present  border  of  Southeast  The  ensign,  Obadiah 
Chased  who  died  in  1779,  is  buried  in  the  old  Baptist  cemetery  at 

Carmel.4 5 


JOSEPH  DYCKMAN 
ELIJAH  TOWNSEND 
HENRY  LUDINGTON 
ENOCH  CROSBY 
JOHN  JAY 


mittee. 


4 Nos.  35  and  J II,  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc. 

5N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog.  Rec.  Vol.  35  (1904)*  P-  58- 
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Concerning  beat  No.  2,  which  I said  was  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  present  Southeast,  the  captain,  David  Waterbury,  was 
received  into  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Salem,  which  was  just  across 
the  border  of  Southeast  in  Westchester  County,  in  1756.6  The 
ensign,  Timothy  Delavan,  is  recorded  as  having  been  married  in 
the  parish  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  Salem,  in  1761. 7 The  farm  of 
Timothy  Delavan  is  described  in  the  deeds  of  the  New  York  State 
Commissioners  of  Forfeitures,  date  of  October  1,  1781,  as  lying  in 
Fredericksburgh  on  the  Westchester  line.7a  The  residence  of  "the 
Widow  Delavan  is  marked  on  the  southern  edge  of  old  lot  No.  9 
in  a map  made  by  Hernry  Livingston  8 in  1820. 

Now  beat  No.  3,  I said,  must  be  the  same,  broadly  speaking, 
as  old  lot  No.  8,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  present  Southeast  and 
the  southern  part  of  the  present  Patterson.  The  captain  of  this 
beat,  Jonathan  Paddock,  received  a deed  of  land  in  the  east  middle 
short  lot  (lot  No.  8)  of  Philipse  Patent  next  to  the  Oblong,  on 
April  6,  1770.9  He  was  made  major  in  one  of  the  two  regiments 
to  which  the  Fredericksburgh  militia  was  enlarged  in  May  1776. 
His  regiment  comprised  men  from  Pawling’s  Precinct  and  the  north- 
ern and  middle  short  lots  (No.  7 and  No.  8)  of  Fredericksburgh.94 
Jonathan  Paddock  subscribed  to  the  Confession  of  Faith  in  Kent’s 
parish,  or  Philippi,  which  is  the  same  as  the  Presbyterian  parish 
in  the  modern  village  of  Doansburg,  in  1786. 10 

The  second  lieutenant  of  beat  No.  3,  Jeremiah  Burges,  paid 
taxes  in  Fredericksburgh  Precinct  in  1 777. 10a.  In  all  probability 
he  resided  near  the  Oblong,  inasmuch  as  he  owned  a grist  mill 
there  in  1783. 11  He  is  referred  to  as  connected  with  the  church 
of  East  Philippi  (present  Doansburg  Presbyterian)  in  1785;  and 
as  having  been  added  to  the  church  membership  in  1789. 12  The 
ensign  of  beat  No.  3,  Joseph  Dykeman,  without  doubt  lived  near 


6N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog.  Rec.  Vol.  31,  p.84. 

7 N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog.  Rec.  Vol.  31,  p.  86. 

7a  Deeds,  Book . 8 Commissioners  of  Forfeitures  Mss.  at  Dutchess  County  Court  House, 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Photostat  copy  at  Putnam  County  Court  House,  Carmel,  N.  Y.,  and 
at  JN.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  See  index  end  of  volume. 

8 Original  at  New  York  Public  Library. 

9 Dutchess  County  Court  House  Deeds. 

9a  Fernow,  N.  Y.  in  the  Rev.  p.  102. 

10  N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog.  Rec.  Vol.  32,  p.  101. 

10a  Pelletreau,  Hist.  Putnam  Co.,  p.  123. 

!!  8 Dutchess  Co.  Court  Ho.  Com.  of  Forfeitures.  See  index. 

N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog.  Rec.  Vol.  32,  p.  102,  p.  214. 


Photostat  copy  at  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc. 
See  general  index. 
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the  modern  village  of  Dykeman,  which  seems  to  have  been  named 

^"ToVass^'beat  No.  4,  the  captain,  John  Crane,  is  too  well 
known  a figure  to  be  a subject  of  doubt.  That  he  lived  in  about 
the  central  part  of  Carmel  is  clear  from  a deposition  in  the  minutes 
of  the  Connor’s  Tavern  committee,  in  which  he  is  mentioned  as 
being  called  out  on  the  morning  of  New  Year’s  Day,  I777> to  he  P 
capture  a company  of  Tory  recruits  that  was  marching  down 
through  the  highways  of  Fredericksburgh  toward  New  York. 

To  verify  the  matter,  a house  marked  “Crane’s”  is  found  in  what  is 
now  the  central  part  of  Carmel,  less  than  a mile  north  of  Lake 
Mahopac,  on  the  Erskine  military  maps 16  To  put  it  beyond 
dispute,  Samuel  B.  Crane,  a descendant  of  Capt.  John  Crane,  lately 
pointed  out  to  me  the  site  of  the  old  house  m Carmel,  in  his  own 
dooryard,  saying  that  he  lived  in  it  in  his  boyhood  and  noting  that 
his  father  tore  it  down,  as  he  remembered,  in  the  year  i874- 
the  first  lieutenant,  Elijah  Townsend  was  anetghborofCancs 
is  revealed  in  the  New  Year’s  episode  of  the  folio.  The  second 
lieutenant,  David  Smith,  possessed,  in  1783,  land  next  to  Solomon 
Hopkins,  whose  farm  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  west  branch  of 
thePCroton  River,15”  or  probably  in  the  central  part  of  modern 

CarToeconsider  beat  No.  5,  which  I said  was  about  identical  with 
the  northern  part  of  modern  Kent,  the  captain  William  Colwell, 
must  be  I think,  the  William  Colwell  who  died  in  1825  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  was  buried  in  Gilead  Cemetery  at 
Carmel.1®  He  may  be  supposed  to  have  resided  in  Kent,  though  I 
cannot  prove  it  from  this  slight  indication.  But  the  second  lieu- 
tenant, Stephen  Ludington,  could  hardly  have  borne  his  last  name 
and  lived  anywhere  but  in  the  neighborhood  of  modern  Ludington- 
ville,  in  the  northernmost  part  of  Kent  I do  not  find  a Luding 
mentioned  anywhere  outside  of  that  locality  in  t e ime 
Revolution.  Finally,  as  to  beat  No.  6,  which  I said  must  have 


13  Pelletreau,  Hist,  of  Putnam  Co.,  p.  453*  „ . „ . . 

u Minutes  of  Provincial  Committee  for  Detecting  and  Defeating  Conspiracies, 
1778.  Mss.  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  entry  of  Jan.  7,  1 777- 

is  Erskine  maps  1778-  Mss.  No.  35  and  J II  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc. 
i5b  Deeds  Book  8,  p.  79  Dutchess  Co.  Court  Ho.,  Forfeitures. 

16  N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog.  Rec.,  Vol.  34,  p.  139* 
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been  about  the  same  as  old  loc  No.  7,  or  the  northern  part  of  modern 
Patterson — the  captain,  David  Heacock,  was  senior  assessor  of 
the  town  of  Franklin  in  1795. 18  And  the  town  of  Franklin  at  that 
time  had  the  same  bounds  as  the  town  of  Patterson  today.19 

In  regard  to  members  of  the  Fredericksburgh  committee  who 
helped  institute  the  beats  but  did  not  join  any  of  the  companies 
as  officers,  we  find  that  the  clerk,  Joshua  Myrick,  was  made  adjutant 
in  the  regiment  of  which  Moses  Dusenbury  was  colonel  and  Henry 
Ludington  lieutenant-colonel,  upon  the  reorganization  of  the  militia 
of  the  Precinct,  May  18,  1776.20  We  also  find  Capt.  Joshua  Myrick 
mentioned  in  the  folio  as  receiving  108  cartridges  for  the  use  of  his 
company  eight  months  later.21  David  Marick  (Myrick)  who  took 
part  with  Capt.  Myrick  in  the  elections  of  beat  No.  1,  is  known  to 
have  belonged  to  a regiment  of  which  Henry  Ludington  was  colonel.22 
He  died  in  1806,  in  his  69th  year,  and  was  buried  in  Gilead  Cemetery, 
Carmel.23  Moses  Richards,  a committee  member  who  helped  in- 
spect the  elections  for  beat  No.  2,  is  named,  as  nearly  all  the  men  I 
have  been  discussing  are,  in  a 1777  list  of  the  taxable  inhabitants 
of  Philipse  Patent,  Fredericksburgh  Precinct.24  A Moses  Richards 
is  marked  on  the  Livingston  1820  survey  as  living  in  the  eastern 
part  of  lot  No.  9, 25  though  this  is  undoubtedly  Moses  Richards, 
Jr.,  and  the  same  Moses  Richards  that,  according  to  a tombstone 
inscription  I have  read  in  the  Milltown  cemetery,  Southeast,  died 
in  1821  at  the  age  of  63  years. 

Of  Simeon  Tryon,  who  assisted  in  the  elections  of  beat  No.  3, 

I can  only  say  that  he  is  the  cause  of  my  investigating  the  subject 
of  the  Fredericksburgh  committee  and  militia  in  the  first  place. 

I wanted,  if  I could,  to  find  in  what  part  of  the  Precinct  he  lived. 

I believe  that  his  connection  with  beat  No.  3 settles  the  question 
for  me  in  a general  way.*  David  Crosby,  committee  member  also 


18  P.  H.  Smith,  Hist.  Duch.  Co.  p.  456. 

19  P.  H.  Smith,  Hist.  Duch.  Co.,  pp.  439,  450,  453;  also  contemporary  maps. 

20  Fernow,  N.  Y.  in  the  Rev.,  p.  102. 

21  Min.  Prov.  Com.  for  Detecting  and  Defeating  Conspiracies,  Jan.  6,  1777. 

22  N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog.  Rec.,  Vol.  34,  p.  60. 

23  N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog.  Rec.,  Vol.  34,  p.  139. 

24  Pelletreau,  Hist.  Putnam  Co.,  p.  125. 

25  Original  in  New  York  Public  Library,  photostat  copy  at  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc. 

* Simeon  Tryon  was  a New  Fairfield,  Conn,  man,  a graduate  of  Yale  College  in  the  class 
of  1769  (Dexter,  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Graduates  of  Yale  College,  Vol.  3,  p.  364). 
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in  beat  No.  3,  is  doubtless  David  Crosby,  Jr.,  about  whom  many 
biographical  details  are  preserved. 26  He  belonged  to  the  Presby- 
terian  society  at  what  is  now  Doansburg,  and  he  was  known  as 
Lieutenant  Crosby.  He  died  in  1816  at  the  age  of  79  years,  as 
anybody  who  visits  the  old  Sears  Burying  Ground  on  the  State 
Road  at  Doansburg  can  find  out.  . 

Solomon  Hopkins,  who  helped  organize  beat  No.  4,  is  almost 
as  well  known  to  memory  in  Carmel  as  Capt.  Crane.  I have  already 
indicated  the  location  of  his  farm  in  my  mention  of  the  second 
lieutenant  of  beat  No.  4,  David  Smith.  Hopkins  was  made  quarter- 
master in  Col.  Dusenburv’s  regiment  at  the  Fredencksburgh  militia 
reorganization  of  Mav,  1776.27  The  tombstone  of  Capt.  Solomon 
Hopkins  is  plain  to  be  seen  and  the  inscription  upon  it  is  in  large 
letters  to  be  read  in  Gilead  Cemetery,  Carmel,  where  also  a monu- 
ment commemorating  Enoch  Crosby,  supposed  to  be  the  origina 
of  the  hero  in  Cooper’s  “The  Spy,”  appears. 

And  speaking  of  Enoch  Crosby,  who  sums  up  in  our  imagina- 
tions the  romance  of  Revolutionary  scouting,  he  seems  to  have 
acted  a role  not  much  different  from  that  which  each  man  of  the 
militia  beats  whom  I have  been  discussing  acted,  except  that  his 
exploits  covered  a wider  area  than  theirs  and  that  his  methods 
were  a little  more  formal.  According  to  what  we  find  in  the  folio, 
one  of  his  devices  was  to  go  among  the  Tories,  under  the  pretence 
of  being  one  of  them,  and  break  up  their  plots  for  sending  recruits 
down  to  the  Enemy’s  lines. 

A couple  of  excerpts  from  the  folio  will  serve  to  show  how  an 


He  received  a warrant  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  Continental  service,  James  Clinton  s Second 
R^fmem  in  February,  1776  (Callendar  N.  Y.  Hist.  Mss.  Rev.  Papers,  Vol  I P-  3°3;  Vol. 
2 n 32)  ’ He  is  referred  to  as  a resident  of  Fredencksburgh  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  that  Precinct  to  the  Provincial  Congress  in  March  1776,  which  I have  quoted.  He  was 
on  dutv  at  Fort  Montgomery  on  the  Hudson  River  May  2 2d  of  that  year  (Journals  N.  Y. 
Prov  Cong  Vol.  2,  p.  118;  Force,  Archives,  4th  Ser.  Vol.  6,  pp.  545-6)..  He  was  named  a 
fim  lieutenant  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  New  York  Continental  troops  in  the  arrangement 
o Nov  21  also  of  that  year  (Journals  N.  Y.  Prov.  Cong.  Vol.  1,  p.  713;  Fernow,  N Y in 
the  Rlv  Vol  1,  p.  140;  Calendar  N.  Y.  Hist.  Mss.  Vol.  2,  p.  35;  Force,  Archives,  5th  Ser 
Vol  3 P 314).  He  is  named  among  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  Fredencksburgh  Precinct 
in  i77VVell4etreau,  Hist.  Putnam  Co.,  p.  124).  His  name,  along  with  that  of  Captain 
Myrick,  is  in  a memorandum  of  charges  made  by  the  Fredencksburgh  committee  in  April 
1778  Elnathan  Gregory,  chairman,  to  the  State  Commission  which  succeeded  the  John 
jay  committee  (Rev.  Mss.  Vol.  40,  N.  Y.  State  Library,  Albany;  Copy  of  document  in  N.  Y. 
Hist.  Soc.  library).  According  to  a tradition  preserved  in  my  family,  he  died  at  West  Point 
in  the  summer  of  1778  in  the  medical  service.  W.  P.  T. 

26  N.  Y.  Gen.  & Biog.  Rec.,  Vol.  32,  p.  112. 

27  Fernow,  N.  Y.,  in  the  Rev.,  p.  122. 
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independent  agent  of  the  Provincial  Committee,  like  Crosby, 
ceived  and  executed  orders;  and  how  the  Fredencksburgh  com- 
mittee and  militia  co-operated  with  the  Provincial  Committee  for 
Detecting  Conspiracies.  And  first,  let  me  give  a quotation  show- 
ing the  studied  and  finished  technique  of  Crosby,  the  Provincial  com- 
mittee’s special  scout.  Let  me  reproduce  some  resolutions  which 
were  adopted  at  Connor’s  Tavern.  They  read  as  follows: 


Dec.  23,  1776 

RESOLVED  that  Enoch  Crosby  assuming  the  Name  of 

do  forthwith  repair  to  Mount  Ephraim  and  use  his  utmost 
Art  to  discover  the  designs,  Places  of  Resort,  and  Route,  of  certain  disaffected 
Persons  in  that  Quarter,  who  have  form’d  a Design  of  Joining  the  Enemy, 
and  that  for  that  Purpose  the  said  Enoch  be  made  acquainted  withaUthe 
Information  received  by  this  Committee  concerning  this  Plan,  and  that  he  be 
furnish’d  with  such  Paper  as  will  enable  him  to  pass  there  without  interrup- 
tion and  with  such  others  as  will  enable  him  to  pass  as  an  Emissary  of  the 
Enemy  amongst  Persons  disaffected  to  the  American  Cause. 

RESOLVED  that  Enoch  Crosby  be  furnish’d  with  an  Horse,  and  the  Sum 
of  Thirty  Dollars  in  order  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  above  Resolution. 


Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  Hugh  Conner  Three  pounds  Ten  shillings 
for  a Saddle  and  Bridle  for  the  Use  of  this  Committee. 


RESOLVED  that  Nathaniel  Sacket  Esqr.  be  requested  to  furnish  M 
Enoch  Crosby  with  such  Cloathing  as  he  may  stand  in  Need  of. 


Decemr.  24,  1776 

ML  Sacket  informed  the  Committee  that  Enoch  Crosby  was  gone  of  on 
the  Business  proposed  last  Night  that  he  was  to  assume  the  Name  of  Levi 
Foster  and  that  he  promis’d  to  be  at  Mount  Ephraim  by  Thursday  Noon. 


Next  I should  like  to  quote  a deposition  by  a Fredericksburg 
Whig  not  hitherto  named— Oliver  Bailey— who,  no  less  than  Crosby, 
seems  to  have  had  the  knack  of  passing  himself  oft  at  need  as  a 
Torv.  His  evidence  has  to  do  with  the  New  Year  s morning  ad- 
venture which  I have  referred  to  and  discloses  the  Tory-hunting 
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methods  employed  by  Captain  Crane  and  Lieutenant  Townsend 
of  beat  No.  4.  It  runs  as  follows: 

OLIVER  BAILEY’S  DEPOSITION  RESPECTING  CAPT.  DUSENBURY 

AND  HIS  PARTY 

Oliver  Bailey  nam’d  in  Lieut.  Elija  Townsand’s  deposition,  Entered  in 
the  minutes  of  the  3d:  inst.,  appeared,  and  being  sworn  saith  that  on,  or 
about  1 o’Clock  in  the  morning  of  the  first  day  of  January  inst.,  John  Dusen- 
bury  formerly  of  Kingstreet  in  Westchester  County  came  to  this  deponent’s 
house,  which  is  situate  on  a road  leading  through  the  Mountains,  between 
the  Post  & horse  pound  Roads.  That  this  deponent  having  heard,  that  the 
said  Dusenbury  had  been  sent  as  a Tory  to  one  of  the  Forts,  was  surprized  to 
see  him,  and  asked  him  where  he  was  going,  to  which  he  answered,  that  if 
this  deponent  wou’d  not  betray  him,  he  wou’d ‘use  him  well,  and  further  said 
that  he  belong’d  to  the  Militia,  and  was  going  to  the  Southward,  he  then 
said  he  had  a Company  of  men  with  him,  and  asked  this  deponent,  if  they 
might  come  in,  and  warm  themselves,  to  which  this  deponent  consented,  and 
they  accordingly  came  in.  That  then  the  said  Dusenbury,  proceeded  to 
enquire  of  this  deponent,  for  the  houses  of  one  Baldwin,  and  one  Craft  (both 
of  whom  this  deponent  understood  were  Tories)  saying,  they  wanted  to  go 
Secure,  and  that  if  this  deponent  wou’d  not  expose  them,  they  wou’d  be  friends 
to  him  hereafter.  That  this  deponent  inform’d  them,  where  the  said  persons 
liv’d  and  the  better  to  pass  himself  upon  them  as  a friend,  told  them  that 
the  road  they  were  going,  led  by  the  houses  of  three  or  four  Whigs.  That 
from  the  whole  of  their  Conversation  and  Conduct,  while  at  this  deponents 
house,  he  concluded  they  were  going  to  Join  the  Enemy,  That  some  of  the 
Company  call’d  the  said  Dusenbury  Captain,  upon  Which  this  deponent 
asked  the  said  Dusenbury  how  he  came  to  be  a Captain,  to  which  he  replied 
it  was  no  matter,  That  after  staying  at  this  deponents  house,  about  an  hour, 
they  went  away.  And  after  they  were  out  of  sight,  this  deponent  took  his 
Gun,  and  run  to  Captain  Crane’s,  and  inform’d  him  of  the  matters,  above 
mentioned.  That  they  got  together  a number  of  men,  that  this  deponent 
with  6 others  went  one  road,  and  Capt  Crane  with  the  rest  of  the  men  an- 
other road,  in  pursuit  of  the  said  Company,  That  this  deponent  with  his 
Company  surrounded  Crafts  house,  and  found  there  a number  of  the  said 
company,  whom  they  apprehended,  and  confin’d  in  the  Same  house,  That  this 
deponent  then  went  alone  to  Mc.  Leans  Tavern,  where  this  deponent  un- 
derstood a number  of  New  England  Soldiers  Lodged,  That  they  got  a party 
of  them,  and  went  and  surrounded  Baldin’s  house,  and  there  he  found,  and 
apprehended  a number  more  of  the  said  Company,  and  while  this  deponent 
was  there,  Cap*.  Crane  with  his  company  came  there  to  his  assistance,  That 
he  thinks  the  said  Company  so  apprehended,  amounts  to  thirty  seven,  and 
further  saith  not. 

OLIVER  B[AI]LEY 

Sworn  7th:  Jany  1777 

John  Jay — Chairman 
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That  geographical  relations  may  be  clear,  let  it  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  deposition  was  made  before  the  committee  at  is  - 
kill,  in  Connor’s  Tavern,  which  is  presumed  to  have  stood  not  far 
from  the  house  of  Judge  Jay,  and  not  far,  either,  from  ^he  neighbor- 
hood named  on  modern  maps  Wicopee,  or  Johnsville,  East  Fishk i . 
Court  proceedings,  therefore,  if  that  is  what  to  call  them,  took 
place  only  two  or  three  hours’  horseback  ride  north  of  Crane  s, 
McLean’s  and  Baldwin’s,  where  the  company  of  Tory  recruits  was 

'^Thforiginal  impulse  for  my  study  of  the  committees  of  Fred- 
ericksburght  Precinct  and  the  Province  of  New  York  was,  as  1 
have  already  confessed,  a genealogical  one.  My  comment,  there- 
fore may  not  have  the  persuasion  which  that  of  an  academic,  dis 
n e’reTted  historian  would.  But  so  long  as  I have  come  to  certain 
definite  conclusions  in  the  matter,  I shall  note  them  down,  inviting 
anybody  to  correct  me  who  cares  to.  To  begin  , . 

the  demand  for  the  thing  we  call  the  Revolution  arose  primarily  in 
the  heart  of  the  ordinary  citizens  of  the  American  Colonies  in  the 
early  seventies  of  the  eighteenth  century.  I think  that  men  like 
those  of  the  Fredericksburgh  committee  who  were  all,  as  I ma 
out  plain  Dutchess  County  farmers,  desired  a form  of  government 
theyPknew  not  exactly  what,  that  centered  on  their  own  soil.  I 
consider  that  the  particular  glory  of  an  individual  like  John  Jay 
was  that  he  discerned  how  the  result  could  be  brought  abou it  in 
orderly  and  legal  fashion.  On  the  one  hand,  there  was  war,  whic 
ras  ln  orderliness  and  a legality  of  its  own,  »d  he 

mented  with  a little  and  not  very  fruitfully.  On  the  other  ha  , 

there  was  civil  procedure;  and  in  that  he  was,  to  my  mind  an 
tnere  wd  f T * t„.  ’>  seem  to  have  liked  to 

extraordinary  master.  Judg  J y Y shrewd 

call  him  in  the  days  of  his  residence  at  Fishkill.  And  a * a shrewd 

judge  who  saw  the  peculiar  strategic  bearings  of  hls  % ’ • 

» me  have  adn,i„«e«d  the  ^ 

a Provincial  common  and 

the  same  sort  of  work  went  on  under  state  commissions  throug 
& warf  and  k ,»>  carried  out,  unless  I am  wrong  rn  my  m.erpre- 

ration  on  lines  which  he  showed  to  be  practicable, 
tation,  on  labors  of  Jay,  as  they  stand  re- 

corded in  Ae  folm  of  minutes  of  the  Provincial  committee  for  the 
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early  part  of  the  winter  of  1776-1777.  More,  I fancy,  has  been 
said  by  way  of  apology  than  of  praise;  which,  I feel  assured,  is  a 
mistake.  The  reason  why  this  moment  in  Jay’s  career  has  been 
neglected,  I apprehend,  is  because  a contemporary  moment — the 
success  of  the  American  Army  in  the  Jersies — has  put  it  out  of  the 
popular  thought.  But  the  triumph  of  the  civil  strategist,  Jay,  on 
the  left  wing  of  the  Patriots’  defences  had  its  influence  in  the  total 
of  affairs,  I am  convinced,  no  less  than  that  of  the  military  strate- 
gist, Washington,  on  the  right. 


N>vy' 

11^4  4fc***, 


ROBERT  ERSKINE  MILITA 


-Lower  edge  of  map,  indicates  approximate  boundary  between  old  Dutchess  County  We^chesl^  Oou^ty 
Precinct,  two  lines  can  be  imagined-one  running  just  above  poin«  marked  "Freden^tegh  and  Co  . Lud  J 
“ Crane’s,”  ‘ ‘ McClanes  T.,”  and  ‘ * Rush  Baldwin ” are  shown  north  of  Mahopack  Pond.  Judg  J y 
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redericksburgh  Precinct;  while  right  edge  indicates  eastern  boundary, 
ry;  and  the  other  running  to  left  of  “Mahopack  Pond,”  for  western, 
tor’s  Tavern  has  been  surmised  to  be  identical  with  “Swartwout’s  T.” 


To  complete  parallelogram  of  Fredericksburgh 
opposite  “Judge  Jay’s”  on  “Fredericksburgh” 
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OLD  NEW  YORK  INVENTORIES  OF  ESTATES 

What  did  the  interiors  of  the  homes  of  the  forefathers  look  like 
is  not  an  unusual  question  and  one  of  general  interest  whenevei  it 
becomes  necessary  to  make  use  of  such  information.  It  may  be 
the  historian’s  quest,  or  the  novelist’s  for  the  historical  back- 
ground of  his  book,  or  for  the  photo  plays,  or  the  stage  itself  may 
need  such  a setting.  Exteriors  of  homes  of  any  period  are  easily 
obtainable  but  of  great  rarity  is  a picture  view  of  the  interior  of  an 
old  New  York  house  at  any  given  time.  To  supply  this  want  the 
most  accurate  information  we  can  have  is  the  inventory  of  the 
home  usually  taken  with  great  care  and  in  exceptional  instances 
listing  the  contents  of  each  room  in  the  house  and  the  value 
thereof  Here  then  we  have  a written  picture,  readily  recon- 
structed if  wanted,  for  any  period  and  the  historical  importance 
of  which  has  perhaps  been  undervalued  for  the  reason  that  the 
source  for  this  information  has  been  the  public  probate  or  Surrogate 
Office  where  the  documents  are  filed.  # 

To  illustrate,  we  print  that  part  of  the  inventory  of  William 
Burrough  taken  in  1754,  which  lists  the  contents  of  each  room: 

New  York  ss  AN  INVENTORY  AND  APPRAISMT:  of  the 
goods  and  Chattels  Rights  and  Credits  of  William  Burrough 
Distiller  Late  of  the  City  of  New  York  Deceas’d,  with  their  Value 
Apprais’d  By  Mr  Benjamin  Blagg  of  the  same  City  Gentleman 
And  Charles  Johnston  of  the  same  place  School  Master  Indifferent 
Persons  Chosen  by  Sarah  Burrough  the  Widdow  & Acting  Execu- 
trix of  the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  the  said  Decedent  & I a ken 
This  Twenty  Sixth  day  of  February  In  the  Year  of  Our  Lord 

Christ  1754. 

IN  THE  YARD 

£ s d 

A Boston  made  Riding  Chair  and  Harness G 

An  old  Still  Conta  50  Gallons  or  thereabouts,  Tub  & 

Worm  and  utensils  thereto  belonging 25 
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IN  THE  BACK  PARLOUR  £ S d 

A Silver  Tankard  and  other  old  Plate  W4  52  oz  at  8/ 

$ oz.  20  16 

A Negro  Woman  calld  Bellinda  ag’d  16  Years  or 

thereabts  50 

A Large  Looking  glass  @ $ 10 

A Writing  Desk  of  Curld  Maple  old 2 10 

An  old  Oval  Table  of  Maple  @ ^ 15 

Six  Leathern  Chairs  at  $ 8/  Each  2 8 

Six  old  flaggd  Chairs  @ $ 4/  Each 1 4 

A Mahogganv  Tea  Table  @ ^ 2 

An  old  Chest  with  Padlock  thereto 6 

A Pair  of  hand  Irons  Shovel  & Tongues 1 10 

IN  THE  FRONT  PARLOUR 

A Looking  Glass  Japann’d  Frame  at  ^ 2 10 

A Square  pine  board  Ironing  Table  @ 2 6 

An  Oval  Mahoggany  Table  at  ^ 2 

A Square  Mahoggany  Tea  table  at 1 10 

A Mahoggany  Corner  Chair  with  Leathern  bottom  . 2 

Four  Square  Pictures  on  Canvass  Painted  @ $ . . . 8 

Six  old  flagg’d  Chairs  at  2/6  $ each 15 

A pair  of  small  hand  irons  and  Tongues  @ ^ . . . 5 

A Sett  of  Window  Curtains  in  the  other  Room  & this 
& one  Vallin ! 

IN  THE  CORNER  CUBBARD 

Five  white  Marble  Bowls  and  Brok’n  China  therein 

2 10 

Two  large  China  punch  Bowls  Burnt  China  @ dtto  1 10 

Three  small  Blue  and  White  China  Bowls  old  & some- 
what cracked g 

Five  small  deep  China  Plates,  two  broke  on  the  Edge  3 

Six  odd  China  Cupps  and  Saucers  old  and  Crack’d  @ $ 3 

A Pair  of  Quart  Decanters  of  white  Flint  @ . 10 

Two  old  Pewter  Tea  Potts  and  two  Pint  Muggs  . . 5 

Four  Glass  Bottles  with  Stoppers  of  White  Flint  $ . 5 


132 


THE  N E W-Y  ORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


AND  ALSO  Sthly  IN  THE  FRONT  CHAMBER 

Six  pair  of  Sheets  & one  dtto:  at  9/  ^ p & 3 Table 

Cloths  @ 15/ • 3 T3  0 

Six  pair  of  very  old  pillow  Cases  12/.  Four  pr  dtto: 

for  boulsters  12  & 6 Napkins  3/  1 7 

Two  small  Looking  glasses  @ • • • 

A Small  square  Plain  Table  2/6  & a Small  Oval  Table 

2/6? ■ * ^ 

Three  pair  of  White  Window  Curtains  Linen  £iA?  cel 

of  old  Books  5/ • • • 1 5 

A Large  Folio  Bible  with  Cutts • 1 10 

A new  Feather  bed  Bedstead  Bolster  pillows,  & other 

furniture  with  Old  Callico  Curtains  @ $ . . • • 10  *5 

Another  Bed  Bolster  and  Pillows  3 Blankets  & Callico 

Spread  ^ 

Two  old  Trunks  @^dtto:  . . ^ 


IN  THE  BACK  ROOM 

An  old  feather  bed  Bolster  two  Blankets  Coverlid  and 

green  Rugg  with  a Bedstead  Cord  and  under  bed  5 

An  old  feather  Bed  Bolster  Pillows,  two  old  Indian 

Blanketts  & Rugg  with  Bedstead  and  Cord  . . 4 

A Large  old  Trunk  and  two  old  Pictures  @ $ . . . 5 

IN  THE  GARR1T 

Three  Boxes  of  Tools,  implements  and  other  Ap- 
pternces  of  and  Belonging  to  the  Button  making 
Trade,  no  Invoice  being  found,  So  Could  not 
Value  them 

IN  THE  CELLAR  KITCHEN 

A Small  Still,  with  Worm  and  Old  tubb  @ $ dtto  . 

Seven  Pewter  Dishes  but  Small  at  2/6  ^ each  . . . 

A Dozn : and  an  half  of  pewter  plates  @ 1/  ^ each  . 

Two  old  tea  Kettles  Copper  £1.  Three  small  Copp 
Sauce  pans  2 Coffee  pots  @ 40/ 

A Copper  Pye  pan  and  ps  of  an  Old  Kettle  @ $ . . 


1 10 

17  6 

18 


3 

i5 
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Two  old  Brass  Kettles  one  of  them  a Small  one  & one 

of  a midling  Size 14 

A Brass  Chaffing  Dish  Ladle  and  Grater  @ ^ . 10 

Four  Brass  Candlesticks  and  one  Iron  Dtto:  ....  15 

Ten  Pewter  Spoons  & pewtr  Mug  old  4/.  Tin  Cul- 

linder  2/6 6 6 

A pair  of  Brass  old  Scales  and  wts  4/.  Three  small 

iron  potts  10/ 14 

A Gridiron  & frying  pan  5/.  Skillet  dripping  pan  & 

bason  iron  6/  n 

An  old  Skimmer  without  handle  pewtr  bason,  tintunel, 

2 Earthin  potts 4 

Tubbs,  Trays,  pails  and  other  Lumber  @ $ dtto:  . . 12 

A pair  of  old  Stillyards  3/.  Three  pott  Trammels  15/  18 

A small  Wood  Ax  2/.  Three  Smoothing  Irons  @10/  12 

A pair  of  Old  Window  Curtains  in  the  Entry  @ $ . 4 

Twelve  and  an  half  Chaldron  of  Coals  in  the  Yard  at 


20/^ 12  10 

At  the  instance  and  Request  and  in  the  Presence  of  Sarah  Burrough 
Widdow  and  Executrix  aforesaid  The  within  Inventory  and  Ap- 
praisement Tak’n  and  made  This  26th  February  1754  By  us, 
SARAH  BURROUGH  CHAS.  JOHNSTON  B.  BLAGG 

In  New  York  unfortunately  such  documents  as  these  and  much 
other  data  were  little  respected  and  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of 
the  old  Hall  of  Records  (which  stood  in  City  Hall  Park)  to  the 
present  building  of  that  name  on  Chambers  Street,  these  inven- 
tories and  other  papers  were  discarded  and  as  the  story  goes  con- 
signed to  the  ragman.  Later  some  were  sold  to  book  dealers  who 
in  turn  sold  them  separately  to  interested  parties  either  for  their 
historical  or  family  interest. 

From  this  source  Mr.  James  B.  Wilbur  realizing  their  impor- 
tance as  a collection  of  documents  which  should  never  have  been 
disbursed,  purchased  the  remaining  lot  of  three  hundred  and  forty- 
two  inventories  and  two  hundred  related  documents  to  the  settling 
of  estates  and  presented  them  to  the  Society,  thus  saving  for  New 
York,  records  which  should  have  remained  in  its  custody.  Two 
hundred  and  sixty-three  of  these  inventories  date  from  1719  to 
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1800  and  the  balance  from  1800  to  1844.  Following  is  the  list  of 
those  prior  to  1800: 


Alburtus,  Arthur,  Hempstead,  1728 
Amerman,  Petrus,  Flatlands,  Kings  Co. 


N.  Y.,  1784 

Arms,  John,  Brattleborough,  1771 
Arnold,  Sarah,  New  York,  I772 
Arthur,  Reuben,  Smith  Town,  1783 
Ascough,  William,  Westchester  Co., 

N.  Y.,  1785  _ A T v 

Averill,  Ebenezer,  Kings  Co.,  JN.  Y., 


1784 


Bagly,  Anthony,  Flushing,  1747 
Baisley,  John,  New  York  City,  1785 
Baker,  Daniel,  Easthampton,  1740 
Baker,  Daniel,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
1784 

Baldwin,  Joseph,  1728 
Barnard,  James,  Phillipsburgh,  1768 
Barr,  William,  New  York  City,  1 772 
Barrett,  Abraham,  Yonkers,  1733 
Beadle,  Daniel,  Hempstead,  1727-8 
Beebe,  Samuel,  Southold,  N.  Y.,  1765 
Beek,  Robert,  Staten  Island,  1763 
Bennet,  Cornelius,  Kings  Co.,  N.  Y., 


1784 

Bergan,  Hans,  Hempstead,  N.  Y.,  1727 
Betts,  Richard,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.,  1748 
Betts,  Samuel,  New  York  City,  1773 
Bibby,  Margaret  Johnston,  New  York 
City,  1784 

Birney,  Arthur,  Westchester  Co.,  N. 


Bisset,  Capt.  Andrew,  N.  Y.  City,  173b 
Bonnett,  John,  New  Rochelle,  1757 
Bower,  Isaac,  Southampton,  1 745-6 
Braine,  Dr.  Thomas,  Jamaica,  N.  Y., 


Brasier,  Henry,  New  York  City,  1779 
Bruce,  John,  New  York  City,  1800 
Brughman,  Henry,  N.  Y.  City,  1729 
Budd,  John,  Southold,  1753 
Bunce,  Thomas,  Huntington,  1741 
Burger,  John,  New  York  City,  1767 
Burling,  Edward,  New  York  City,  1753 
Burrough,  William,  N.  Y.  City,  1754 
Byvanck,  Sarah,  New  York  City,  1768 
Byvank,  Evert,  1773 


Carron,  Nicholas,  New  York  City,  i724 
Casson,  Captain  Robert,  New  York 
City,  1784 

Castles,  Captain  Robert,  New  York 


City,  1784 

Cedore,  John,  Private  in  Col.  Cort- 
landt’s  Regiment,  N.  Y.,  1785 
Cock,  James,  Queens  Co.,  N.  Y.,  1728 
Cock,  James,  Oyster  Bay,  N.  Y.,  1746 
Cole,  Abraham,  Richmond  Co.,  N.  Y., 


Coleman,  William,  174° 

Coles,  Nathan,  Oyster  Bay,  N.  Y.,  1729 
Coles,  Samuel,  1727 
Coltrene,  Patrick,  New  York  City,  1731 
Conckling,  Ananias,  Easthampton,  N. 


Y.,  1739 

Conkling,  Annanms,  Jr. 


Easthampton, 


1730-31 

Conkling,  David,  Easthampton,  1738 
Conkling,  Jean,  Easthampton,  N.  Y., 
1741 

Conkling,  Jeremiah,  Easthampton,  1735 
Conckling,  John,  Easthampton,  N.  Y., 
1746  . . 

Conselje,  Peter,  Bushwick,  Kings  Co., 
N.  Y.,  1770 

Cornell,  Richard,  Flushing,  1728 
Covenhoven,  Ann,  New  York  City,  1776 
Cregier,  John,  nd 

Crosfield,  Captain  Edward,  New  York 


City,  1735 

Crosheron,  John,  Richmond  Co.,  I727 


Daliber,  James,  Bridgehampton,  1732 
Davis,  Samuel,  Brookhaven,  1728 
Dayton,  Beriah,  Easthampton,  N.  Y., 
1746  . 

De  Amevia,  Juan  Antonio,  Spam,  1785 
Debevoise,  Joost,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  1784 
Degraw,  Isaac,  Brookland,  Kings  Co., 
N.  Y.,  1772 

Denys,  Jaques,  New  Utrecht,  1739 
Dickerson,  Dan,  Cumberland  Co.,  1769 
Dickinson,  Samuel,  Oyster  Bay,  I733~4 
Dickinson,  Thomas,  Southold,  1741 
Dimond,  Jonathan,  Southold,  1733 
Ditmars,  Dow,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.,  1754 
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Dorland,  Charles,  Hempstead,  1727-8 
Downs,  John,  Southold,  N.  Y.,  1745 
Drue,  Lebbius,  New  York  City,  1784 
Duncan,  George,  New  York  City,  1779 

Ellison,  John,  Jr.,  New  York  City,  1730 
Evats,  Anne,  New  York  City,  1728 

Forbes,  James,  New  York  City,  1781 
kordham,  Pallatiah,  Southampton,  N. 
Y.,  1725-6 

Foster,  John,  Suffolk  County,  1727 
Fowler,  Henry,  North  Castle,  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.,  1785 
Foy,  Francis,  New  York  City,  1767 

Gardiner,  Captain  Samuel,  Easthamp- 
ton,  1727 

Grant,  Thomas,  1730 

Gray,  Daniel,  1757 

Griggs,  John,  Gravesend,  1737 

Haight,  Charlotte,  Westchester  Co.  1785 
Haines,  James,  Southampton,  1732 
Halsey,  Josiah,  Southampton,  1733 
Hardenbrook,  Andrise,  N.  Y.  City,  1728 
Havens,  George,  Fishers  Island,  1734 
Haviland,  John,  Westchester  Co.,  1748 
Hawxhurst,  Samson,  Oyster  Bay,  173  2-3 
Hebon,  John,  New  York  City,  1727 
Hedger,  Elizabeth,  Flatbush,  1741 
Helme,  Thomas,  Brookhaven,  1729-30 
Hendrickson,  Isaac,  South  Hempstead, 

J784 

Hicks,  Thomas,  Flushing,  1777 
Hildreth,  Noah,  Suffolk  County,  1735 
Hillyer,  William,  Richmond  Co.,  1739 
Hinton,  William,  New  York  City,  1784 
Holmes,  Jonathan,  1774 
Honeywell,  Israel,  Westchester,  1762 
Hoome,  Mary,  New  York,  1767 
Howell,  Abraham,  Suffolk  Co.,  1741-2 
Howell,  Jehiel,  “Serg.  Livingston’s 
Reg.,”  1784 

Howell,  John,  Southold,  1733-4 
Howell,  Jonah,  Southampton,  1726 
Hyatt,  Abraham,  East  Chester,  1732 

Jagger,  Jeremiah,  Southampton,  1744 
Jamain,  Elias,  New  York  City,  1726-27 
Jarvis,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  Hunting- 
ton,  1732-3 


Jarvis,  William,  Huntington,  1741 
Jessup,  Henry,  Southampton,  1736 
Johnson,  Albert,  Staten  Island,  1732 
Johnson,  Albert,  Richmond  Co.,  1735 
Johnson,  Cornelius,  Richmond  Co.,  1729 
Johnson,  Harmon,  Hempstead,  Queens 
Co.,  1746 

Johnson,  Captain  Robert,  New  York 
City,  1784 

Johnson,  Robert,  Richmond  Co.,  1733 
Johnston,  Mary,  New  York  City,  1785 
Judson,  Samuel,  Amenia  Precinct,  1777 

Kearns,  John,  “Hellgate  Neck  in  New 
Town”  1781 

King,  John,  Southold,  1741-2 
King,  William,  Southold,  1740 
Kip,  Henderik,  1755 
Kip,  Mary,  New  York  City,  1785 
Kissam,  Daniel,  Hempstead,  1753 
Koerten,  Stephen,  Gravesend,  1753 

Laforge,  John,  Richmond  Co.,  1784 
Lake,  Daniel,  Staten  Island,  1727 
Lane,  John,  New  Utrecht,  1766 
Lang,  Nicolas,  Oyster  Bay,  1730-31 
Lawrence,  Daniel,  Flushing,  1757 
Lawrence,  Samuel,  Flushing,  1760 
Lawrence,  William,  Newtown,  1731 
Le  Conte,  Margret,  Richmond  Co.,  1736 
Le  Counte,  Peter,  Richmond  Co.,  1729- 
3° 

Lent,  Hendrick,  Westchester  Co.,  1782 
Lent,  Ryke,  West  Farms,  Westchester 
Co.,  1732 

Leslie,  George  Willock,  Jamaica,  1774 
Levy,  Samuel,  Hunterton,  1762 
Little,  Samuel,  New  York  City,  1764 
Lloyd,  Edward,  1738 
Lodge,  Abraham,  1759 
Lokerman,  Abraham,  Richmond  Co., 
N.  Y.,  1760 

Lovel,  Michael,  Rockingham,  1772 

Lynch,  Major  John,  1782 

Lynch,  Capt.  Thomas,  N.  Y.  City,  1740 

McAlpin,  John,  Bloomingdale,  1784 
Macintosh,  Phineas,  1732 
McKnight,  Patrick,  N.  Y.  City,  1733 
Mapes,  James,  1783 

Marsh,  William,  New  York  City,  1766 
Merchant,  Susannah,  N.  Y.  City,  1785 
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Mico,  Joseph,  London,  1772 
Minthorn,  Phillip,  N.  Y.  City,  1728 
Mooney,  William,  New  York  City,  1768 
Moore,  Benjamin,  New  York  City,  1785 
Moore,  Joseph,  Southampton,  1725-26 
Mortimer,  William,  N.  Y.  City,  1784 
Mudge,  Jarvis,  Hempstead,  1741 
Mulford,  John,  Easthampton,  1734 
Myer,  Abraham,  Harlem,  N.  Y.  City, 
1772 

Nicholls,  Thomas,  Westchester,  1738 
Nichols,  William,  1784 
Nostrand,  Peter,  Jamaica,  1785 

Oakley,  Caleb,  Westchester  Co.,  1785 
Outman,  Phoebe,  New  York  City,  1 73 2 

Parkin,  Thomas,  New  York  City,  1782 
Pearsall,  Elizabeth,  N.  Y.  City,  1765 
Peirson,  Theodore,  Suffolk  Co.,  1727 
Perine,  Daniel,  Richmond  Co.,  1748 
Perkins,  Dr.  Abijah,  1776 
Platt,  Nathan,  Smith  Town,  1785 
Poillon,  James,  Richmond  Co.,  1733 
Post,  John,  Southampton,  1741 
Praa,  Peter,  Kings  Co.,  1743 
Prince,  Samuel,  1785 
Prindle,  Gideon,  1767 
Prior,  Jacob,  Richmond  Co.,  1733 
Prior,  Joseph,  Oyster  Bay,  1728 
Provoost,  David,  New  York  City,  1784 
Purdy,  Monmouth,  Rye,  1743 

Quereau,  Elias,  New  York  City,  1765 

Rapalje,  Jeronemus,  Flushing,  1756 
Reed,  James,  1780 

Remsen,  Rem,  Flatbush,  Kings  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  1746 

Rezeau,  Peter,  Richmond  Co.,  1734 
Rougont,  Peter,  1768 
Ryerson,  John,  Brooklyn,  1783 

Sackett,  Rev.  Samuel,  1784 
Schotler,  Garret,  New  York  City,  1785 
Sherer,  Gilbert,  New  York  City,  1767 
Sickles,  John,  Westchester,  1729 
Simonson,  Aert,  1753 
Simonson,  Rem,  1760 
Skidmore,  John,  Huntington,  1737 
Skillman,  Thomas,  Newtown,  1740 


Smith,  Adam,  Jamaica,  1734 
Smith,  John,  New  York  City,  1765 
Smith,  Robert,  1784 
Sneeding,  Robert,  Orange  Co.,  1766 
Southard,  John,  Hempstead,  1750 
Stanton,  John,  Eastchester,  1719 
Stevenson,  John,  1773 
Stevenson,  Thomas,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa., 
1733 

Strong,  Selah,  Suffolk  Co.,  1732 
Swain,  Isaac,  Richmond  Co.,  1778 
Sylvester,  Francis,  New  York  City, 
1769 

Terhune,  Stephen,  1784 
Thorn,  Samuel,  Flushing,  I732 
Thorn,  Stephen,  Flushing,  1750 
Thornycraft,  William,  1728 
Thurston,  Daniel,  Hempstead,  1727 
Titus,  Content,  Newtown,  1729-3° 
Tobias,  Christopher,  Oyster  Bay,  1768 
Townsend,  Daniel,  “Cedar  Swamp  in 
the  bounds  of  Oyster  Bay,”  1723 
Tysen,  Barent,  Richmond  Co.,  1778 
Tysen,  David,  Richmond  Co.,  1771 

Underhill,  John,  Oyster  Bay,  1728 
Ustick,  Henry,  New  York  City,  1785 

Vaill,  Heremiah,  Southold,  1726-7 
Van  Ame,  Richmond  Co.,  1740 
Van  Brunt,  John,  New  Utrecht,  1752 
Van  Catts,  Bushwick,  Kings  Co.,  1737 
Van  Dyck,  Tierck,  New  Utrecht,  175°^ 
Van  Varck,  Jacobus  and  Anna  Maria 
his  wife,  1763 
Van  Varck,  james,  1785 
Van  Varick,  John,  New  York  City,  1785 
Van  Wicklar,  Queens  Co.,  1783 
Van  Wyck,  Johannes,  Flushing,  I734“5 
Veal,  Thomas,  Southold,  1741 
Veghte,  Garrit,  Richmond  Co.,  I734~5 
Vermilya,  Benjamin,  1784 
Verplanck,  Phillip,  Manor  of  Cortlandt, 
1771 

Vielie,  Elizabeth,  1752 

Vincent,  Francis,  New  York  City,  1734 

Watkins,  John,  1784 
Weekes,  Jacob,  Sr.,  Queens  Co.,  1785 
Wendover,  Hercules,  N.  Y.  City,  1784 
Wendover,  Thomas,  N.  Y.  City,  1785 
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Whipple,  Abner,  Rockingham,  Cumber- 
land Co.,  1768 

White,  Silas,  Southampton,  1742 
Williams,  Daniel,  Oyster  Bay,  1729-30 
Williams,  Nathaniel,  Suffolk  Co.,  1781 
Willis,  Isaac,  Islip,  1736 
Wilson,  Robert,  Newtown,  1733 
Wilson,  Samuel,  New  York  City,  1782 
Wolfe,  Conrad,  New  York  City,  1772 


Wolfe,  John  David,  N.  Y.  City,  1770 
Wood,  Caleb,  Huntington,  1736 
Woodruff,  Nathaniel,  Southampton, 
1725-6 

Wooly,  John,  Hempstead,  1726 
Woortman,  Derick,  Bushwick,  1774 
Wright,  Zebulon,  Oyster  Bay,  1747 

Yeavely,  Dr.  Thomas,  1764 
Young,  Waite,  Southold,  1736 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN 

and  the  Proposal  for  a League  of  Nations 
* Printed  by  Him  in  1782 

The  “many  sided”  Benjamin  Franklin  was  born  January  17, 
1706.  Within  the  last  two  years  much  public  attention  was  called 
to  each  anniversary  of  his  birth  and  this  year  1923  which  marks 
the  217th  anniversary  of  that  event  will  be  celebrated  with  various 
exercises. 

Of  unusual  interest  is  a rare  book  printed  by  Franklin’s  press 
at  Passy,  France  in  1782  entitled  “A  Project  for  Universal  and 
Perpetual  Peace”  written  by  a galley  slave.  This  small  volume 
has  recently  been  called  to  our  attention  by  Mr.  George  S.  Eddy, 
a member  of  the  Society,  who  privately  reprinted  this  book,  from 
one  of  two  known  copies.  The  author,  a school  master,  sentenced 
in  1761  for  a crime  which  he  claims  not  to  have  committed,  served 
as  a galley  slave  for  twenty  years.  Released  in  1781  he  formulated 
his  proposal  for  a League  of  Nations  and  travelled  many  miles  on 
foot  to  offer  his  manuscript  to  Franklin  for  printing.  The  author 
had  no  funds  and  Franklin,  finding  much  merit  in  the  work,  printed 
some  copies  gratis  for  him.  These  he  later  used  in  writing  to  twenty- 
nine  ambassadors  at  foreign  courts  and  a number  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  in  Europe,  submitting  his  plan  against  war.  As  late 
as  1786  Mr.  Eddy  finds  Pierre-Andre-Gargaz  (the  galley  slave) 
still  at  his  chosen  task  writing  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  then  Minister 
.Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  France. 
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BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  (1706-1790) 
By  Joseph  S.  Duplessis 
(Owned  by  the  Society) 
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BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  (1706-1790) 

Plaster  cast  credited  to  Jean  Antoine  Houdon.  Presented  to  the  Society  by  Dr.  David  Hosack,  April  ig,  1832 
Recent  investigation  attributes  this  type  of  the  Franklin  Bust  to  Caffieri. 
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NOTES 

At  the  General  Meeting  of  the  Society,  held  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon January  2,  1923,  the  officers  of  the  Society  listed  in  this 
Bulletin  were  unanimously  re-elected  to  serve  three  years  ending 
January  5,  1926. 

The  Building  Fund  campaign  for  One  Million  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  has  started  with  an  appeal  to  the  members  in  a 
communication  issued  December  11,  1922.  The  completion  of 
this  Society’s  building  will  be  of  national  importance  to  other 
historical  societies  as  a great  incentive  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  public  everywhere  the  necessity  of  our  work,  the  stability 
it  encourages  in  local  and  national  affairs,  by  the  study  of  the  past 
and  the  pleasure  wffiich  research  affords. 

Mrs.  Morris  P.  Ferris  presented  a very  interesting  manuscript 
Journal  kept  by  Dr.  Thomas  T.  Wickham  when  he  came  from 
South  Carolina  with  his  bride,  Sarah  Stewart,  to  visit  his  parents 
at  Easthampton,  L.  I.  dated  June  14— November  1,  I79°>  together 
with  four  documents  relating  to  the  Wickham  and  Van  Wyck 
families,  dated  1812. 

Mrs.  George  M.  Wilde  presented  the  Spanish  flag  which  was 
lowered  at  Fort  Morro  Castle,  Cuba,  when  the  American  flag 
replaced  it  in  1898. 

Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Sherman  presented  twenty-seven  letters  of 
Horace  Greeley  addressed  to  Thurlow  Weed,  1846-1853. 

Mrs.  Charles  S.  Fairchild  presented  a portrait  of  Adrian  Francis 
Van  der  Kemp  1752-1829  painted  in  Holland  and  a French  clock 
used  by  him. 

Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  a blue  Staffordshire  plate 
with  a view  of  the  “ Almshouse  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

Dr.  William  M.  MacBean  presented  to  the  Library  a copy  of 
his  book,  “Biographical  Register  of  Saint  Andrew’s  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  1756-1806”,  also  his  collection  of  notes  per- 
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taining  to  the  biographies  of  the  members  of  the  St.  Andrew’s 
Society  gathered  for  this  work. 

Mr.  Gherardi  Davis  presented  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
volumes  from  his  library  including  fifty-eight  German  Regimental 
Histories. 

Mr.  Victor  Wilbour  presented  a file  of  the  New  York  “Pica- 
yune” July  25-December  26,  1857  with  a number  of  other  volumes. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Savage  presented  a pair  of  coal  tongs  found  in  the 
Kennedy  house  at  No.  1 Broadway. 

Mr.  Alexander  F.  W.  Chenoweth  presented  fifteen  buttons, 
nineteen  bullets,  and  twenty-eight  relics  found  by  the  late  Alexander 
Crawford  Chenoweth  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Washington,  New  York 
Citv. 


MEMBERS 

The  following  candidates  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

Life  Members 

Deborah  Josephine  Yockel  Mrs.  Russell  Hastings 

Thomas  Ollive  Mabbott 

Annual  Members 

Charles  Thomas  Gwynne  Robert  Olyphant 

George  De  Forest  Barton 


NECROLOGY 

Edwin  S.  Marston,  a member  since  1910,  died  October  12,  1922 
in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 
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Mrs.  John  E.  Parsons,  a member  since  1877,  and  Fellow  since 
1904,  died  at  Lenox,  Mass.,  October  15,  1922. 

John  J.  Heiser,  a life  member  since  1911,  died  October  21,  1922 
in  the  67th  year  of  his  age. 

Andrew  J.  Robinson,  a life  member  since  1909,  died  at  White 
Plains,  N.  Y.,  November  9,  1922  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 

Joseph  Livingston  Delafield,  a life  member  since  1899,  died 
November  20,  1922  in  the  52nd  year  of  his  age. 


LECTURES 

February  6,  1923.  “Lafayette  National  Park  and  its  French 
Traditions,”  by  Miss  Clio  Chilcott. 

March  6,  1923.  “Howt  John  Jay  Kept  New  York  State  from 
Going  Tory,”  by  Winthrop  P.  Tryon. 

April  3,  1923.  “Nova  Belgica — First  Official  Name  of  New 
York  and  Middle  States,”  by  William  Elliot  Griffis,  D.D.,  L.H.D. 
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AMERICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  DIARIES 

ALSO 

Journals,  Narratives,  Autobiographies,  Reminiscences 
and  Personal  Memoirs 

CATALOGUED  AND  DESCRIBED  WITH  AN 

Index  of  Places  and  Events 

By  William  S.  Thomas,  M.D. 


MORISON,  George,  of  Pa.  Volunteer 
in  Hendricks  Co. 

Quebec  Expedition  under  Arnold. 

July  13,  1775-Sept.  24,  1776. 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  1803,  (copy  in  Pa. 
Hist.  Soc’y-).  Extract  in  Pa.  Mag., 
Vol.  XIV.  S 

Mag.  of  Hist.,  1916,  Extra  No.  52,  pt.  2, 
pp.  259-296. 

MORRIS,  Margaret,  of  Burlington, 

Burlington,  N.  J. 

Dec.  6,  1776-June  14,  1 777. 

Diary  of  an  observing  and  patriotic 
woman  situated  at  a scene  of  military 
activity. 

Private  Journal  kept  during  a Portion 
of  the  Revolutionary  War  for  the 
Amusement  of  a Sister.  Philadelphia. 
Privately  printed,  1836,  pp.  5-31. 

MORSE,  Jedediah.  Retired  Conn, 
clergyman,  1761-1824.  Father 
of  S.  F.  B.  Morse,  inventor  of  the 
telegraph. 

Annals  of  the  Amer.  Rev.,  Hartford, 
1824. 

The  “Annals”  contain  450  pages.  Of 
these,  322  pages  are  devoted  to  the  ori- 
gin and  military  operations  of  the  war. 
An  appendix  contains  anecdotes  of  the 
principal  American  generals. 

MORSMAN,  Oliver,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.  Private,  Capt.  Benjamin 
Hastings  Co.  of  Mass.  Minute 
men. 


IV 

Bunker  Hill,  Mass. 

June  17,  1776. 

Narrative. 

Pub.  at  Sackett’s  Harbor,  1830,  by 
Truman  W.  Haskell. 

MORTON,  Robert,  civilian,  Philadel- 
phia, during  British  occupation. 
Sept.  16-Dec.  30,  1777. 

A graphic  picture  of  the  time  and  place. 
Hist.  Soc’y.  of  Pa.,  Pa.  Mag.  of  Hist.  & 
Biog.,  Vol.  I,  1877,  pp.  1-39. 

MOULTRIE,  William,  Maj.-Gen. 

Cont’l.  Army,  N.  C.,  S.  C. 
Southern  Campaigns,  1775-1783. 
Memoirs  of  the  Amer.  War;  N.  Y.,  1802. 
2 vols. 

“One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the 
Revolutionary  narratives.”  The  Litera- 
ture of  American  History.  Larned,  1892. 

MUHLENBERG,  Rev.  Henry  M. 

Father  of  Peter,  the  officer. 
Trappe,  Pa. 

July  21,  1776-Dec.  31,  1777. 

Hist.  Soc’y.  Pa.  Coll.,  Vol.  1,  No.  3, 1852, 
pp.  147-186. 

A Lutheran  clergyman’s  journal,  but 
contains  many  echoes  of  military  doings 
about  him. 

MUHLENBERG,  Rev.  Henry  Mel- 
chior. 

Battle  of  Germantown,  Pa.,  Oct.  4,  1777. 
Journal,  in  notes  to  “Life  of  Maj.-Gen. 
Peter  Muhlenberg.”  Phila.;  Carey; 
1849,  PP-  341-347- 
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MUNSON,  Dr.  Eneas  of  Conn.  Sur- 
geon’s mate,  Conn.  Line. 
Reminiscences  of  Morristown  camp, 
1780,  Hudson  Highlands,  1781,  Siege  ot 
Yorktown,  1781,  and  Nathan  Hale. 
As  told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson  J. 
Lossing,  Sept.,  1848.  Seven  pages  ot 
Chap.  18  of  Hours  with  Living  Men  and 
Women  of  the  Revolution,  N.  Y.,  1889* 

MYERS,  Mrs.,  nee  Bennett. 
Reminiscences  of  Wyoming  Valley  and 
Forty  Fort  during  the  Revolution. 
As  told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson  J. 
Lossing  in  Sept.,  1848.  2 pp.  of  Chap. 
VIII  of  Hours  with  Living  Men  and 
Women  of  the  Revolution,  N.  Y.,  1889. 


Mass.lHist.  Soc.  Coll.,  4th  Ser.,  Vol.  I, 
1852,  pp.  261-276. 


NEWPORT,  R.  I.  Anonymous. 
Newport,  R.  I.,  in  hands  of  the  British. 
June  2,  1777-Oct.  12,  1779. 

Hist.  Mag.,  Vol.  IV,  Jan.-June,  i860, 

17  PP- 


NICE,  John,  Capt.  Pa.  Militia,  13th  Pa. 

Cont’l.  Reg’t.,  6th  Pa.  Reg’t. 
Battle  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.;  Prisoner 
of  war;  afloat;  vicinity  of  New  York 
City;  N.  J.,  1776;  Valley  Forge,  Pa.; 
N.  J.;  Battle  of  Monmouth,  1778. 

Aug.  24-Dec.  15,  1 776,  June  19-30,  1778. 
Pa.  Mag.,  Vol.  XVI,  1892,  pp.  399-4*1- 


NASH,  Solomon,  of  Abington,  Mass. 
Private,  Capt.  Jotham  Drury  s 
Co.,  3rd  Cont’l.  Artillery  Reg’t. 
Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Journey  to  New 
York  City  and  vicinity;  Amboy,  N.  J.; 
Battle  of  Long  Island,  1776; i White 
Plains;  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.;  Fishkill, 
N.  Y.,  1776;  Journey  to  Mass.,  1 777- 
Fragmentary  only. 

Jan.  1,  1776-Jan.  9,  1 777-  , , 

Crumbs  for  Antiquarians,  edited  by 
Charles  I.  Bushnell,  N.  Y.  Privately 
printed,  1864,  Vol.  I,  pp.  5-46- 
Manuscript  in  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc  y,  47  PP-> 
8 vo. 

NAVAL  . . , 

Journal  of  a Cruise  in  1 777  in  the 
privateer  brig  Oliver  Cromwell. 
Anonymous. 

Essex  Inst.  Coll.  XLV,  July,  1909,  PP- 
245-255- 

NEISSER,  Rev.  Geo.  Moravian  Min- 
ister, York,  Pa. 

A clergyman’s  activities  at  home. 

Jan.  19-Dec.  24,  1778. 

Pa.  Mag.  Hist.  & Biog.,  Vol.  XVI,  1892, 

PP-  443-438. 


NICHOLS,  Francis,  2nd  Lieut.,  Thomp- 
son’s Battalion  of  Pa.  Riflemen. 
Quebec;  Prisoner  of  war;  afloat;  N.  Y. 
Harbor,  1776. 

Dec.  31,  1775-Sept.  27.  1776. 

Pa.  Mag.  Hist.  & Biog.,  Vol.  XX,  1896, 

PP-  504-5I5- 

NORRIS,  James,  Capt.  3rd  N.  H. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition;  Pa.;  N.  Y. 
From  Easton,  Pa. 

June  18-Oct.  25,  1779-  . . TT  . T 

Buffalo  Hist.  Soc’y.  Publications,  Vol.  1, 
No.  7,  1879. 

Also  in  Gen.  Sullivan  s Indian  Expedi- 
tion, Albany,  1887,  16  pp. 

Mss.  transcript  from  original  in  N.  Y. 
Public  Library. 

NUKERCK,  Charles,  Lieut,  and  Capt., 
2nd  N.  Y.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 
Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition;  N.Y.;  Pa.; 
Hudson  Highlands. 

May  1,  1779-Dec.  4,  1780. 

Substantially  a history  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  2nd  N.  Y.  Reg’t.,  during 
the  time  covered.  . 

Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition, 
Albanv,  1887.  Large  8 vo.,  9 pp. 


NEW  ALL,  Timothy,  Boston  Selectman. 
Diary  in  Boston  during  siege. 

Apr.  19,  1775-Mar.  17,  1776. 

Account  of  public  as  well  as  private 
events. 


OGDEN,  Aaron,  Paymaster,  1st  N.  J. 
Cont’l.  Battalion;  Capt.— Lieut, 
to  Brigade  Major  and  A.  D.  C., 
N.  J.  Cont’l.  Line. 
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Autobiography. 

Afloat,  off  Sandy  Hook,  N.  J.;  Elizabeth- 
town, 1775.  Pa.;  Brandywine,  1777. 
N.  J.;  Monmouth,  battle  of;  Elizabeth- 
town; 1 778.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedi- 
tion; Pa.  and  N.  Y.,  1779.  N.  J.;  Paulus 
Hook;  Elizabethtown,  1780.  Southern 
Campaign  and  Yorktown,  Va.,  1781. 
N.  J.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.,  2d  Ser.,  Vol.  XII, 
1892-3,  pp.  15-27. 

PAGE,  Samuel,  of  Danvers,  Mass. 

Capt.,  nth  Mass.  Reg’t. 

West  Point;  Highlands  of  Hudson  Riv- 
er; Battle  of  Stony  Point,  N.  Y. 

Feb.  18,  1779-July  16,  1779. 

Camp  duties  and  regulations;  copied 
from  orderly  books. 

Journal  of  the  Campaign  of  1779. 

Essex  Inst.  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  IV,  1862, 
pp.  241-249,  Vol.  V,  1863,  pp.  1-9. 

PARKER,  Benj.,  Ens.  9th  Mass.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Kittery,  Me.,  to  Kingsbridge,  N.  Y.; 
Hudson  Highlands  and  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y. 

Dec.  1 7,  1776-Mar.  23,  1777,  pp.  4. 

Old  Eliot,  Quarterly  Mag.,  Eliot,  Me., 
Oct.,  1901,  p.  148. 

PARKER,  James,  of  Shirley,  Mass. 
Private,  Capt.  Henry  Haskell’s 
Co.,  Col.  Jas.  Prescott’s  Reg’t. 
Service,  13  days. 

Lexington  Alarm;  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Apr.  19-23,  1776. 

Siege  of  Boston. 

21  pp.  of  printed  diary  cover  period  of 
Revolution.  A small  portion  is  military 
matter. 

N.  E.  H.  & G.  Reg.,  XLIX,  Apr.-Oct., 
I9I5- 

PARKER,  Robt.,  2nd  Lieut.,  2nd  (N. 

Y.)  Cont’l.  Artillery. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition;  Pa.;  N.  Y., 
1779. 

June  14-Dec.  6,  1779. 

Pa.  Mag.  Hist.  & Biog.  Vol.  XXVII, 
i9°3 > PP-  404-420;  Vol.  XXVIII,  1904, 
pp.  12-25. 


PARKMAN,  Rev.  Ebenezer,  of  West- 
borough,  Mass. 

Westborough,  Mass. 

Of  local  historic  and  genealogic  interest 
with  occasional  references  to  war  condi- 
tions. 

Nov.  1,  1778-Dec.  31,  1780. 

Edited  by  Hariette  M.  Forbes,  West- 
borough  Hist.  Soc’y.,  1899,  pp.  52- 
295- 

PEALE,  Charles  Wilson,  Lieut,  and 
Capt.,  4th  Battalion,  Phila.,  Pa., 
Militia. 

Pa.;  N.  J.;  N.  J.  Campaign,  1776-1777. 
Dec.  4,  1776-Jan.  20,  1 777. 

Pa.  Mag.  Hist.,  XXXVIII,  July,  1914, 
pp.  271-286. 

PENNINGTON,  Wm.  S.,  of  N.  J. 

Lieut.,  2nd  Cont’l.  Art. 

N.  J.;  Hudson  River  region;  Hudson 
Highlands,  N.  Y. 

May  4,  1780-Mar.  22,  1781. 

Jour.  Mil.  Service  Inst.,  N.  Y.;  Vol.  IV, 
No.  XV,  1883.  pp.  314-329. 

Orig.  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc. 

PERRY,  Ichabod.  Private,  5th  Conn. 
Reg’t.  Also  P.  Bradley’s  Conn. 
Reg’t.  Militia;  also  2nd  Conn. 
Reg’t.;  also 6th  Conn.  Reg’t.;  also 
Sailor,  Cont’l.  Frigate  Alliance. 

N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity,  1775;  N.  Y. 
City  and  vicinity;  Fort  Washington; 
Prisoner  of  War,  1776;  Hudson  River 
Region,  N.  Y.;  Conn.;  1777.  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.;  afloat,  1778-1780. 
Nov.,  1775-Nov.,  1783. 

Reminiscences  of  the  Revolution;  Lima, 

N.  Y.,  1915,  pp.  5-63. 

PIERCE,  William,  of  Va.  Capt.,  1st 
Cont’l.  Artillery  Reg’t.,  and  A.  D. 
C.  to  Gen.  Greene. 

Southern  campaign  of  Gen.  Greene. 
1781-2. 

Narrated  in  letters  to  Maj.  St.  Geo. 
Tucker. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  VII,  1881, 

pp.  431-445* 
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PINTARD,  Lewis,  N.  Y.  Merchant  and 
Agent  for  American  prisoners. 
Account  of  monies  furnished  to  Amer- 
ican officers,  prisoners  of  war,  on  Long 
Island.  Total  £30,072.  Contains  288 
officer’s  names,  with  their  rank,  btate 
and  corps. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  29,  1893,  PP- 
163-168. 

PORTER,  Elisha,  of  Hadley,  Mass. 
Col.  Mass.  Militia. 

Mass.;  N.  Y.;  Canada;  Expedition  to 
Canada. 

Mag/T^His^.'vol.'  XXX,  1893,  PP- 

187-205. 

PORTERFIELD,  Charles  of  Frederick, 
Va.  Ens.  of  Morgan’s  Co. 

Quebec  Expedition  under  Arnold,  1775- 
Attack  on  Quebec. 

Mag.  of  Amer.  History,  Vol.  XXI,  Apr., 
1889,  pp.  318-319- 
Prisoner  of  War  at  Quebec. 

Mar.  3-JulY  23>  l77&-  ...  . 

Southern  History  Assn.  Publications, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  1902,  Vol.  VI,  pp. 

1 13-13 1,  199-209,  295-303*  4°°-4°7 

POTTER,  Israel  R.  of  R.  I.  Private 
soldier,  Varnum  s 9th  Cont  i. 
Infantry.  Seaman,  U.  b.  b. 
Washington,  1 77^  Pnsonerof war 
in  England. 

Autobiography. 

Bunker  Hill  Battle. 

At  Sea. 

England. 

Published  at  Providence, 
1824.  Later  put  into  literary  shape  by 
Herman  Melville. 

Mag.  of  Hist.,  Extra  No.  16,  1911. 
44  pp.  relate  to  Revolutionary  period. 

PRICE,  Ezekiel,  of  Mass. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Unusually  copious. 

May  23,  1775-Aug.  18,  WO. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.,  Vol.  VII,  1863, 
pp.  185-262. 


PRICE,  Ezekiel,  of  Boston  (b.  1728), 
Clerk  of  Common  Pleas. 

Diary  in  Boston  almanac,  1778* 

Dec.  6,  1777-Nov.  6,  1778. 

N.  E.  H.  G.  Reg.,  Vol.  XIX,  Oct.,  1865, 

pp.  331-338. 

PRINCETON,  N.  J.,  Battle  of.  Anon- 
ymous “officer  of  distinction  in 
Gen.  Washington’s  Army,  dated 
Pluckemin,  N.  J.,  Jan.  9,  1777- 

Jan.  3,  1 777-  _ , 

From  the  Pa.  Even.  Post,  Jan.  16,  1777- 
Pa.  Mag.,  Vol.  VIII,  1884,  pp.  310-312- 

PRINCETON,  N.  J.,  Battle  of.  Ser- 
geant, of  the  N.  J.  Blues. 

fan.  3,  1777-  . „ . , 

Newark  Daily  Advertiser.  Reprinted 
in  E.  S.  Thomas,  Reminiscences,  2 Vols., 
Hartford,  1840,  Vol.  I,  pp.  283-287. 

PYNCHON,  William,  lawyer  of  Salem, 
Mass. 

Mass.;  Salem;  Boston,  etc. 

Jan.  1,  1776-Dec.  3L  I783- 
Diary  continues  to  Mar.  2,  1709- 

Diary,  edited  by  Fitch  Edward  Oliver, 
Boston,  etc.,  1890,  pp.  i-i7°- 

RAMSEY,  Archibald.  See  Halsey. 

GORDON’S  History  of  the  American 
Revolution  (William  Gordon, 
D.D.)  An  English  minister,  set- 
tled in  America. 

Gives  details  of  Siege  of  Boston  from 
diaries  of  the  times. # , 

The  history  consisting  of  four  volumes 
was  written  in  the  form  of  contemporary 
letters,  and  was  published  in  London 
in  1788. 

RATHBUN,  Jonathan.  Private  soldier, 
Conn.  Militia. 

Conn.  Fort  Griswold,  and  New  London. 
Sept.  6,  1781- 

NewVondon,  Conn.,  1840,  Reprinted 
N.  Y.,  1911.  Mag.  Hist.,  Extra  No.  15, 

4 PP- 
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READ,  Wm.,  of  S.  C.  Hospital  Phys- 
icians and  Surgeons,  Southern 
Dept.,  Cont’l.  Army. 

Ga.;  Va.;  N.  C.;  S.  C.;  Battle  of  Mon- 
mouth; N.  J.;  June  28,  1778. 
Reminiscences  arranged  from  his  notes 
and  papers.  Intimate  details  of  an 
army  surgeon’s  experiences. 

In  Documentary  History  of  the  Amer. 
Rev.,  1776-1782,  N.  Y.,  D.  Appleton, 
1857,  pp.  248-293. 

REED,  Jos.,  Col.  and  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cont’l. 
Army. 

Trenton,  N.  J.;  Pa. 

Narrative  of  Amer.  Army  Movements. 
Dec.  26,  1776-Jan.  2,  1 777. 

Pa.  Mag.  Hist.  & Biog.,  Vol.  VIII,  1884, 
pp.  391-402. 

RICE,  Isaac,  a Revolutionray  drummer 
boy. 

Reminiscences  of  Fort  Ticonderoga, 
Ethan  Allen,  Burgoyne’s  campaign,  etc., 
as  told  to  and  transcribed  by  Benson  J. 
Lossing,  July,  1848.  Chap.  VII  (9  pp.) 
of  Hours  with  Living  Men  and  Women 
of  the  Revolution,  N.  Y.,  1889. 

RITZEMA,  Rudolphus,  Col.  1st  N.  Y. 

Cont’l.  Regt.  Deserter. 

Canada  Expedition  under  Gen.  Mont- 
gomery, N.  Y.  Visit  to  Continental 
Congress,  Phila.,  Pa. 

Aug.  8,  1775-Mar.  30,  1776. 

Mag.  of  Amer.  Hist.,  Feb.,  1877,  pp.  98- 
107.  Manuscript  in  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc’y., 
12  mo.,  22  pp. 

ROBERTS,  Algernon,  Lieut.,  Phila. 

Battalion,  Pa.  Militia. 

Campaign  from  Phila.  to  Paulus  Hook. 
Narrative,  from  Sparks  manuscript, 
Harvard  Library. 

Aug.  16 — Sept.  17,  1776. 

Pa.  Mag.  Hist.  & Biog.  Vol.  VII,  1883, 
pp.  456-463- 

ROBERTS,  Thomas,  Sergt.  5th  N.  J. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  to  Sullivan’s  Expedi- 
tion. 

May  29-Sept.  10,  1779. 

Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition, 


Albany,  1887.  Large  8 vo.,  6 pp.  (fine 
print). 

ROBBINS,  Rev.  Ammi  Ruhamah, 
Chaplain,  Burrall’s  Conn.  State 
Reg’t. 

Canada  expedition  of  1776. 

Mar.  18-Oct.  31,  1776. 

Appended  is  an  “Inventory  of  My 
Clothes.” 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  1850,  pp.  3-48. 

RODNEY,  Thomas,  Capt.,  Phila. 
Troop  of  Light  Horse  and  in 
Washignton’s  Guard. 

Del.;  Pa.;  N.  J.;  Battle  of  Princeton; 
Morristown. 

Dec.  15,  1776-Jan.  28,  1 777- 

Papers  of  Delaware  Hist.  Soc.,  1888, 

Paper  No.  8,  pp.  11-50. 

Manuscript  in  N.  Y.  Pub.  Lib. 

ROGERS,  Rev.  William,  Chaplain, 
Hand’s  Brigade,  Cont’l.  Army. 
Philadelphia  to  Sullivan’s  Indian  Ex- 
pedition, Pa.;  N.  Y. 

June  15-Aug.  28,  1779. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Tracts,  No.  7, 
1879,  pp.  27-133.  Also  Gen.  Sullivan’s 
Indian  Expedition,  Albany,  1887. 

ROGERS,  William,  Sergeant  in  2nd 
N.  Y.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Pa.;  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition. 

Apr.  5-Sept.  14,  1779. 

Names  of  places,  dates  and  distances. 
Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition, 
published  by  the  State  of  N.  Y.,  Albany, 
1887,  1 page. 

ROTCH,  William,  of  the  Island  of 
Nantucket.  Merchant. 
Nantucket,  Mass. 

Diary  of  a Quaker  and  pacifist. 

An  Autobiographical  Memoir,  1775- 
1794.  N.  E.  Hist.  & Gen.  Reg.,  Vol. 
XXXI,  1877,  pp.  262-264. 

ROWE,  John,  Boston  merchant. 

Boston  during  Revolution. 

Apr.  19,  1775-July  18,  1779. 

Whole  diary  includes  1764-1779. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol.  X, 
1895,  pp.  90-108. 
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MATERIAL  BEARING  ON  THE  NEW  DISCOVERIES 

IN  EGYPT 


A case  of  Egyptian  furniture  has  recently  been  installed  in  the 
Dexter  Hall  and,  responding  to  public  interest,  room  has  been  made 
in  it  temporarily  for  a few  other  objects  dating  from  the  reign  of 
Tutenkhamon  and  his  immediate  predecessors.  Four  generations 
of  the  royal  family  are  represented  here.  A blue  glazed  pottery 
ring  (tail-piece)  bears  the  inscription:  Tutenkhamon , Ruler  of 

Southern  On  (Hermonthis) ; this  was  one  of  the  Pharaoh’s  five 
names,  sometimes  shortened  to  Tutenkhamon,  of  which  the  mean- 
ing is  Living  Image  of  Amon.  The  ring  is  similar  to  those  found  in 
the  monarch’s  tomb  strung  on  a roll  of  linen,  and  was  made  in  two 
parts  in  molds  and  glazed  after  the  shank  and  bezel  had  been  united; 
the  under  face  of  the  bezel  has  a brown  area,  showing  that  the  ring 
was  not  dipped  in  the  glaze,  but  that  the  color  was  applied  with 
a brush  or  rag  which  missed  this  one  spot! 

The  wooden  leg  of  a stool  (Fig.  i)  of  well-known  shape  bears  a 
vertical  inscription:  The  Good  God , Lord  of  the  Two  Lands , Neferkhe- 
prure-W anre , Beloved  of  Werethekau , Mistress  of  Heaven.  The  royal 
name  is  that  of  the  “heretic  king,”  Amenhotep  IV  or  Ikhnaton, 
father-in-law  of  Tutenkhamon  and  the  goddess’  name  means  She 
Who  is  Great  in  Magic.  And  Ikhnaton’s  parents  and  maternal 
grandparents  are  represented  in  the  so-called  marriage  scarabs 
naming  Amenhotep  III  and  his  consort  Tiy,  and  her  father  Yuya 
and  mother  Thuya,  as  well  as  the  boundaries  of  the  kingdom.  The 
marriage  is  not  actually  mentioned  in  the  text  on  these  scarabs 
(Fig.  3)  and  the  name  usually  applied  to  them  is  therefore  con- 
jectural; possibly  the  statement  of  the  extent  of  the  king’s  domin- 
ions from  Karoy,  the  region  of  the  Fourth  Cataract  of  the  Nile,  to 
Naharin,  the  district  between  the  Orontes  and  the  Euphrates,  may 
be  the  most  important  item  in  the  text.  In  all,  five  series  of  large 
commemorative  scarabs,  comparable  to  modern  medals,  were  issued 
during  Amenhotep  Ill’s  reign.  Besides  two  specimens  of  the 
“marriage”  series,  of  which  one  is  unusual  in  its  material — a 
lavender-blue  glazed  pottery  with  inscriptions  inlaid  in  pale  blue 
(Figs.  2,  3) — we  have  also  one  example  of  another  series;  this  last 
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scarab  certainly  celebrates  the  king's  success  as  a sportsman;  in 
the  first  ten  years  of  his  reign,  so  the  text  tells  us,  he  brought  down 
with  his  own  arrows  one  hundred  and  two  fierce  lions!  In  1906 
Professor  Breasted  gave  the  number  of  known  specimens  of  the 
“marriage"  scarab  as  “at  least  twelve"  and  of  the  lion  hunting 
as  “at  least  thirty."  1 But  others  have  become  known  since,  in- 
cluding these  examples  from  the  Abbott  and  Edwin  Smith  collec- 
tions in  the  possession  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society,  and 
my  list  now  comprises  twenty-three  “marriage"  scarabs  and  forty- 
six  of  the  lion  hunting.  There  are  two  or  three  specimens  also  in  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art. 

Near  the  ring  at  the  east  end  of  the  case  is  a pleasing  receptacle 
for  cosmetic  made  of  blue  glazed  pottery  (Fig.  4)  with  the  following 
inscription  inlaid  in  paler  blue:  The  Good  God , Lord  of  the  Two 
Lands , Nihmare , and  the  Kings  Wife , Tiy , who  liveth.  “Nibmare" 
was  one  of  Amenhotep  Ill's  names  and  the  mention  of  his  consort 
Tiy  reminds  one  of  the  fact  to  which  Professor  Breasted  has  called 
attention  2 that  in  no  other  period  of  Egyptian  history  did  the 
queens  of  Egypt  have  such  prominence  as  in  the  second  half  of  the 
Eighteenth  Dynasty;  indeed  in  official  inscriptions  of  this  period 
the  queen  is  often  named  side  by  side  with  the  king.  The  tomb  of 
Yuya  and  Thuya,  parents  of  Queen  Tiy,  was  one  of  the  earlier 
discoveries  in  the  Valley  of  the  Kings  and  among  the  smaller  ob- 
jects which  it  yielded  was  a similar  tall  slender  tube  for  cosmetic, 
“made,"  to  quote  Mr.  J.  E.  Quibell’s  description  of  it,3  “in  imitation 
of  a length  of  cane  cut  off  below  the  joint;  the  base  of  the  tube  is 
in  the  middle  of  the  thickened  joint;"  that  piece  when  found 
still  had  its  stopper  of  papyrus  pith,  and,  attached  to  it  by  a wisp 
of  cloth,  a stick  by  which  the  black  cosmetic,  in  part  remaining  in 
the  tube,  was  to  be  applied. 

The  most  prominent  object  in  the  case  is  the  chair,  which  was 
described  in  detail  and  illustrated  in  two  views  in  the  Quarterly 


1 Ancient  Records  of  Egypt,  Vol.  II,  Chicago,  1906,  pp.  344,  note  a,  346,  note  i. 

2 Op.  cit,  II,  pp.  344-5. 

f Tomb  of  Yuaa  and  Thuiu  {Catalogue  general  des  antiquites  egyptiennes  du  Musee  du  Caire ), 
Cairo,  1908,  p.  63,  No.  5 1175.  Tubes  for  cosmetic  made  of  the  natural  reed  are  contained  in 
the  Cairo  collection;  see  G.  Benedite,  Objets  de  toilette  (Cairo  Catal.),  Part  I,  Peignes,  etc., 
1911,  pp.  20-24,  PI-  XI. 
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Bulletin  for  October,  1920.  It  takes  on  special  interest  now  be- 
cause of  its  resemblance  to  the  “Queen’s  chair”  from  Tutenkh- 
amon’s tomb;  the  latter  has  a somewhat  more  ornate  back  with 
figure  decoration  and  its  seat  is  of  the  type  illustrated  in  our  Fig.  6, 
while  our  chair  had  a cane  seat,  but  is  quite  the  same  in  general 
design  and  is  the  best  example  of  its  type  in  this  country.  The 
small  stools  of  Figs.  5 and  6 represent  designs  of  which  examples 
occur  among  Tutenkhamon’s  furniture  and  in  the  duck’s  head 
inlaid  with  ivory  or  bone  on  the  shelf  at  the  west  end  of  the  case, 
we  have  a fragment  of  a larger  folding  stool  probably  equal  in 
richness  to  the  royal  pieces.  Notable  also  are  two  pairs  of  furniture 
legs — from  chairs  or  couches — in  the  form  of  bull’s  or  cow’s  legs; 
both  pairs  are  very  well  carved  and  one  has  the  special  interest  of 
being  skillfully  veneered  with  some  dark  tropical  wood,  carrying 
the  use  of  veneers  back  at  least  to  the  fifteenth  century  before 
Christ. 

Egyptian  beds  had  a footboard  but  not  a headboard,  and  the 
sleepers  made  use  of  a headrest,  of  which  several  ornate  examples, 
probably  of  the  Eighteenth  Dynasty,  have  been  put  on  exhibition; 
one  of  these  is  illustrated  in  Figs.  7 and  8;  these  specimens  are 
decorated  with  figures  and  heads  of  the  grotesque  but  friendly  god 
Bes,  carved  in  relief  or  incised;  one  headrest  has  also  a figure  of  the 
goddess  Thueris  and  two  are  inscribed  with  their  ancient  owners’ 
names. 

Finally  we  would  call  special  attention  to  the  chariot  wheel 
found  at  Dashur  (cover  design),  together  with  a piece  of  the  frame 
and  the  shafts,  showing  that  the  vehicle  was  drawn  by  a single 
horse  or  ass.  The  wheel  cannot  be  earlier  than  about  1600  b.c. 
when  horses  and  chariots,  recently  introduced  from  Asia,  had 
become  common  in  Egypt;  how  much  later  it  may  be  we  are  with- 
out means  of  knowing,  but  it  is  of  the  six-spoked  variety  represented 
in  the  chariot  from  the  tomb  of  Yuya  and  Thuya  4 and  in  the 
chariots  from  Tutenkhamon’s  tomb.  Professor  John  L.  Myres, 
commenting  on  some  sculptured  representations  of  chariots  con- 
tained in  the  Cesnola  Collection  of  Cypriote  antiquities,  referred  5 

4Quibell,  op.  cit .,  No.  51188,  Pis.  LI-LVI. 

5 Handbook  of  the  Cesnola  Collection  of  Antiquities  from  Cyprus,  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art,  1914,  p.  146. 
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to  the  common  six-spoked  wheels  of  Egypt  as  if  they  were  the  only 
type  found  in  the  country,  but  actually,  although  the  wheel  did  not 
originate  in  Egypt,  all  the  types  known  to  the  ancient  world  be- 
came current  there.  An  Egyptian  chariot  in  the  Archaeological 
Museum  at  Florence  6 has  wheels  with  four  spokes  each;  in  the 
reliefs  decorating  the  chariot-body  found  in  the  tomb  of  Thutmose 
IV7  the  king  is  twice  represented  in  his  war  chariot  and  here  the 
wheels  have  eight  spokes.  The  hieroglyph  terminating  the  Egyp- 
tian word  chariot  is  a pictograph  of  a chariot,  and  in  various  texts 
shows  now  four,  now  six,  spokes.  The  diameter  of  our  ancient 
wheel  is  thirty  eight  inches  and  it  resembles  other  extant  Egyptian 
chariot  wheels  in  the  large  size  of  the  hub — fourteen  and  one  halt 
inches  long,  with  an  outer  diameter  at  the  ends  of  four  and  one 
eighth  inches,  increased  by  about  one  inch  in  the  middle  section 
where  the  spokes  are  fastened,  and  with  a uniform  opening  of  three 
inches  diameter,  through  which  the  axle  passed.  In  ancient  Egyp- 
tian chariots  no  metal  was  used  in  the  constructional  parts,  but 
these  were  composed  mainly  of  wood,  bound  together  and  pro- 
tected by  leather.  An  interesting  task  reserved  for  the  future  is  to 
restore  our  chariot  wheel  with  leather  bands  (eliminating  the 
modern  wire  which  now  strengthens  it),  for  the  passage  of  which 
the  twenty-four  slits  in  the  tire,  each  about  two  and  three  fourths 
inches  long  by  three  sixteenths  of  an  inch  wide,  were  originally 
employed.  The  chariot  from  the  tomb  of  Yuya  and  Thuya  showed 
remains  of  the  lubricant  used  on  the  axle  and  had  coverings  of 
leather  to  keep  the  working  parts  free  from  dust  and  grit;  it  seemed 
too  small  to  have  been  used  with  horses  and  afforded  no  evidence 
of  wear,  hence  Mr.  Quibell  conjectured  that  it  had  been  carried 
to  the  tomb  in  the  funeral  procession.  Our  chariot  was  presumably 
a common,  practical  vehicle,  not  one  from  a royal  burial,  and  it  is 
the  only  example  of  its  kind  in  even  partial  preservation.  It  was 
first  published  years  ago  by  Wilkinson,8  who  examined  it  in  Dr. 


6 Conveniently  reproduced  in  Breasted,  A History  of  Egypt,  2d  edition,  New  York,  1909, 

X Howard  Carter  and  Percy  E.  Newberry,  The  Tomb  of  Thoutmosis  IV , Westminster,  1904, 

P1Ss  'Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Ancient  Egyptians , edition  Birch,  London,  1878,  Vol.  I, 
p.  234. 
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Abbott’s  house  in  Cairo,  before  its  removal  in  1852  to  New  York. 
It  was  found  not  later  than  1843  when  Joseph  Bonomi  wrote  the 
first  catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Collection.9 


Caroline  Ransom  Williams. 


9 Catalogue  of  a Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities,  the  Property  of  Henry  Abbott,  Esq.,  M.  D.% 
pp.  4-5,  No.  48. 


BRIGHT  BLUE  POTTERY  FINGER  RING  WITH  NAME 
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THE  BRITISH  ARMY  BUTTON  IN  THE 
AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 
By  William  L.  Calyer 
Part  I 

Among  the  numerous  objects  which  comprise  the  debris  of 
the  British  camps  of  our  Revolutionary  War  period  within  the 
city  limits  of  New  York,  and  elsewhere,  none  are  deserving  of 
greater  interest  than  the  uniform  buttons  of  the  regiments  that 
participated  in  the  struggle.  These  little  mementoes  of  the  various 
corps  of  the  British  Army  present  in  America  during  the  War  of 
Independence  are  remarkable  for  the  variety  of  types  which  they 
display;  for  the  general  chastiness  of  their  patterns;  and  for  the 
perfection  of  workmanship  exhibited  in  the  fabrication  of  their 
dies.  All  this  might  truly  be  said  of  the  civil,  dress,  buttons  of  the 
late  eighteenth  century,  for  the  productions  of  that  “Augustan  Age 
of  buttonmaking ” spell  excellence  in  their  designs,  while  they  attest 
the  supreme  excellence  of  the  craftsmanship  of  the  period.  The 
military  buttons  of  which  we  treat  have,  however,  the  added 
attractions  of  historical  association  and  direct  relationship  to  the 
individual  corps  of  the  enemy.  More  than  this,  when  found,  as 
all  of  our  specimens  were,  in  situ , they  constitute  a record  of  the 
itineraries,  or  scenes  of  action,  of  the  regiments  which  their 
numerals  represent. 

For  a period  of  about  forty  years  the  writer  has  made  a study 
of  these  adjuncts  of  the  old  British  uniforms,  and  now,  with  ardor 
unabated  after  so  long  a quest,  he  believes  that  few  lures  have 
held  their  devotees  in  so  enduring  a thrall. 

While  the  interest  in  these  mementoes  is  chiefly  historical, 
there  are  interests  heraldic,  military,  and  patriotic,  and  aside  from 
these  there  is  a sentimental  interest — the  charm  and  magic  that 
goes  with  objects  which  have  spanned  the  centuries  and  have 
been  associated  with  great  deeds. 

The  British,  late  eighteenth  century  military  buttons  are  dis- 
tinguishable by  the  numeral  they  bear,  or  by  the  initial  letters  of  the 
corps,  as  described  below. 

Numerical  titles  were  bestowed  on  the  regiments  of  the  British 
Army  in  1751 ; previous  to  that  time  they  had  been  named  for  their 
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colonels;  and  it  was  decreed  in  1767  that  the  number  of  each 
regiment  be  placed  upon  the  buttons  of  its  uniforms. 

At  the  time  when  the  first  numbered  button  order  was  issued — 
the  2 1 st  of  Sept.,  1767 — it  was  stated  that  the  number  of  each 
regiment  was  to  be  placed  on  the  buttons  of  the  uniforms  of  the 


Plate  I 

Officers  buttons  of  British  Cavalry  regiments.  No.  i found  at  Somerville,  Mass.,  others  on  camp  sites  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Harlem  River,  201st  to  213th  Streets,  New  York  City. 


officers  and  men  of  the  British  Army.  The  Royal  Warrant  of 
Dec.  19,  1768,  as  it  pertained  to  the  cavalry,  reads  as  follows: 
“The  number  of  each  regiment  to  be  on  the  buttons  of  the  uni- 
forms of  the  officers  and  men,  except  the  regiments  of  Dragoon 
Guards.  The  initial  letter  of  the  title  of  those  corps  to  be  on  the 
buttons/’  For  the  infantry  the  warrant  directs:  “The  number  of 
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each  regiment  to  be  on  the  buttons  of  the  officers  and  men.’’  The 
private  men’s  coats  were  to  be  looped  with  worsted  lace  and  have 

The  above  warrant  quoted  was  the  last  Royal  Warrant  issued 

up  to  the  time  of  the  American  Revolution.  . 

F We  cannot  say  positively  that  the  uniform  buttons  of  the 
British  soldiery  were  first  numbered  in  1768.  There  are  evidences 
that  numerical  designations  were  placed  upon  the  buttons  of  some 
regiments  earlier  than  the  date  mentioned  above.  We  may  pre- 


Plate  II 

Privates’  button  of  the  r6th  Queens’  Light  Dragoons;  and  the  r,th  Light  Dragoons.  Also  back  of  privates’ 
button,  showing  iron  wire  shank. 


sume  that  in  this  detail  the  British  followed  quite  closely  after  the 
French,  who  prescribed  numbered  buttons  for  the  troops  ot  the 
line  Dec  n,  1762.  We  must  confess  that  we  find  no  specimens 
whatever  of  numbered,  or  inscribed,  buttons  from  the  uniforms  of 
the  French  corps  present  in  America  during  the  War  of  Indepe 
ence,  while  we  have  secured  buttons  of  practically  every  regiment 
of  the  British  Army  present  on  these  shores  during  the  war. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  British  regulations  as  they 
pertained  to  the  buttons  were  strictly  observed  and  the  practice 
was  promptly  adopted  by  the  Americans  at  the  beginning  ot  hos- 

tilities. 
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The  results  of  the  order  were  far  reaching.  The  numbered 
buttons  identified  alive,  or  dead,  the  officers  or  men  who  wore 
them;  rendered  desertion  or  any  dereliction  of  duty  more  difficult, 
and  to  a considerable  degree  made  for  esprit  du  corps.  The  units 
of  the  army  came  hither,  then,  marked  for  identification,  and  the 
buttons  which  we  find  today  represent  the  first  inscribed  types 
worn  by  the  old  regiments.  From  the  camps  and  barrack  sites, 
or  haply  from  scenes  of  conflict,  or  from  an  occasional  grave,  we 


Plate  III 

One  button  of  the  Royal  Artillery;  and  three  specimens  of  the  “Royal  Irish  Artillery.”  Specimen  No.  i 
found  at  Fort  Erie,  Niagara  River.  No.  2 from  Lake  Champlain.  No.  3 from  camp  of  Burgoyne’s  Army  at  Somer- 
ville, Mass.  No.  4 from  Fort  George,  Niagara  River. 


gather  the  little  metallic  discs  whose  numerals  constitute  a roll  of 
the  British  Regiments  in  America. 

Some  few  regiments,  as  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  the  plates, 
had  their  numbers  expressed  upon  their  buttons  on  a plain  surface, 
or  field.  Some  buttons  had  a plain  field  with  a cord,  or  milled 
border,  while  others  again  bear  profuse  decorations.  A close  study 
of  the  more  elaborate  designs  on  the  old  buttons  of  the  army  reveals 
some  fine  examples  of  eighteenth  century  decorative  art;  and  a 
scrutiny  of  these  in  turn  discloses  the  fact  that  in  many  instances 
the  diemakers  attempted  to  reproduce,  in  metal,  a vogue  of  the 
period, — that  of  elaborate  embroidery  on  wearing  apparel.  This 
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is  particularly  noticeable  on  such  specimens  as  the  officers’  buttons 
of  the  1 7th,  22d,  and  54th  regiments.  We  find  within  the  camps 
many  buttons  of  the  officer  type  bearing  no  numerals,  yet  having 
designs  wrought  in  imitation  of  embroidery.  These  buttons  we 

ascribe  to  General  Officers.  , 

The  officers’  buttons  have,  as  a rule,  thin  repousse  silver,  or  gilt, 
faces,  and  bone  backs.  The  space  between  the  face  and  the  cone- 
like  back  was  filled  with  a paste  or  cement,  but  before  the  button 
was  assembled  a stout  cord,  or  bit  of  gut,  was  passed  through  four 
holes  in  the  back  and  knotted  on  the  inside  of  the  button,  and  by 


Plate  IV 

Buttons  of  (be  Coldstream  Guards;,  and  of  the  3d  Guards.  No.  s,  officers’ button.  The  four  others  ofprivate 

soldiers.  From  camps  in  New  York  City. 

means  of  the  loops  thus  formed  the  buttons  were  sewn  to  the  uni- 
forms. Note  specimen  No.  8,  on  plate  VI. 

Some  few  specimens  of  officers’  buttons  were  one-piece,  Hat, 
solid;  and  had  metallic  shanks.  Note  specimens  of  the  17th,  71st, 

and  76th  regiments,  on  plate  IX.  , 

The  privates’  buttons  were  universally  of  white  metal,  or  pewter, 
and  had  as  a rule  iron  wire  shanks,  which  were  cast  into  a boss  on 
the  backs  of  the  buttons.  See  plate  II.  The  button  itself  was,  in 
the  old  days,  either  flat  or  slightly  convex,  and  this  style  of  button 
remained  in  use  in  the  army  down  to  the  year  1855. 

We  find  many  specimens  of  private  soldiers  buttons  with  the 
iron  shanks  well  preserved;  but  most  often  the  shanks  are  rusted 
away. 
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Plate  V 


Officers’  buttons  of  British  regiments. 

Specimen  No.  i is  from  Ticonderoga.  No.  2 found  at  Fort  Erie,  Niagara  River.  No.  5 found  in  the  camp  of 
Burgoyne’s  Army  at  Somerville,  Mass.  No.  13  is  on  the  44th  regiment  officer’s  coat  in  the  National  Museum  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  All  others  found  on  sites  in  New  York  City. 
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In  addition  to  the  buttons  referred  to  as  of  “officer,”  or  “pri- 
vates,” we  have  to  figure  a type  distinct  from  either  of  these. 
The  variety  in  question  is  very  rare — in  fact,  no  two  of  a regiment 
have  been  recovered.  They  have  white-metal  convex  faces,  and 


Plate  VI 

Officers’  buttons  of  British  regiments.  Specimen  No.  7 found  at  Fort  George  on  the  Niagara  River.  All 
others  from  Revolutionary  sites  in  New  York  City.  No.  8 shows  back  of  officer  s button. 


tinned  iron  backs,  with  iron  wire  shanks.  The  specimens  so  far 
recovered  are  of  the  17th,  33d,  37th,  38th,  and  57th  regiments. 
See  plate  XI.  It  is  surmised  that  these  were  worn  by  some  particu- 
lar officer  of  the  regiment  who  had  a special  button  of  his  own, 
regardless  of  what  was  worn  by  the  other  officers,  or  the  men. 
It  was  the  guess  of  the  late  S.  M.  Milne  that  these  hollow  buttons 
were  worn  by  the  Quartermaster  Sergeants  of  the  regiments. 
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The  very  remarkable  thing  about  the  collection  herein  figured 
is  that  it  was  garnered  almost  entirely  from  sites  within  the  limits 
of  the  Greater  New  York,  and  that  to  this  day  such  sites  have 
escaped  the  hand  of  “ improvement/’  and  remain  in  an  almost 
primitive  condition.  Furthermore  it  has  been  the  button-hunters’ 
good  fortune  that  invariably  the  sites  have  been  a “no-man’s- 
land”  where  the  explorers  could  work  undisturbed  by  owner  or 
overseer. 

The  specimens  presented  herewith  are  mostly  the  writer  s own 
finds.  The  few  that  have  come  to  hand  indirectly  are  all  absolutely 


Plate  VII 


Original  die,  or  matrix,  of  officer’s  button  of  the  aist  British  regiment;  with  face  of  button  from  same 
in  the  American  camp,  known  as  “Camp  Robinson’s  Farm,  in  the  Hudson  Highlands,  opposite  West 
Officers’  buttons  of  this  type  have  been  found  at  Saratoga;  they  date  1777- 


Found 

Point. 


of  authentic  origin, — and  indeed  in  no  case  has  any  specimen  come 
from  others  than  companions  in  the  chase. 

As  a rule  Arabic  numerals  were  used  in  expressing  the  regi- 
mental number  upon  the  buttons,  almost  universally  so  with 
those  of  the  officers;  but  in  a few  instances,  such  as  in  the  case  of 
the  4th,  5th,  9th,  and  20th  regiments  the  private  soldiers’  buttons 
show  Roman  numerals.  In  one  instance  only  has  the  writer  found 
the  Roman  numeral  upon  an  officer’s  button,  and  the  specimen 
shown,  No.  2,  on  plate  V,  coming,  as  it  does,  from  Fort  Erie,  may 
date  a few  years  after  the  Revolution;  for  the  regiment  came  to 
Canada  in  1787,  and  served  at  various  stations — principally  along 
the  Niagara  frontier,  until  1797,  when  it  returned  home.  Ap- 
parently before  it  returned  to  England  the  5th  regiment  adopted 


18 


THE  NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


solid  bronze  buttons  for  the  officers,  for  such  a specimen  was  also 
found  at  Fort  Erie,  opposite  the  City  of  Buffalo.  Just  how,  and 
where,  regimental  buttons  are  found  we  shall  describe  a little 
further  along  in  our  story,  but  meanwhile  we  must  hasten  with 
the  rounding  out  of  the  first  installment  of  this  paper. 

Frequently  the  designs  upon  the  officers  buttons  differed  from 
those  upon  the  buttons  for  the  men’s  uniforms,  and  in  all  cases  the 
designs  are  found  to  be  well  executed.  By  referring  to  the  plates 
it  will  be  seen  that  certain  regiments  had  several  types  of  buttons 
for  the  men,  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever,  from  the  writers’ 
observations,  that  these  various  types  were  in  use  at  the  same  time. 
Rarely,  however,  do  we  see  a variation  in  the  officers  buttons. 
The  37th  and  the  38th  regiments  are  the  exceptions  we  figure 


Rare  type  of  officer’s  button  of  the  38th  British  regiment.  Found  at  Fort  Washington,  New  York  City. 

herewith.  The  types  were  certainly  contemporary,  for  they  were 
found  in  the  same  refuse  pits.  The  37th  officer  buttons  here  shown 
(see  plates  V and  X)  are  from  the  British  fort  at  Richmond,  Staten 
Island — though  similar  specimens  were  found  in  the  British  camp 
at  Prescott  Ave.,  Manhattan;  while  the  38th  officers  shown  are 
from  the  dump  at  Fort  Washington,  at  183d  Street,  and  Pmehurst 
Avenue.  According  to  one  of  Washington  s spies  the  37th  regiment 
was  slated  for  service  at  Richmond  fort  for  the  winter  of  1778-79. 
The  38th  was  at  Fort  Washington  in  1781. 

The  officers’  buttons  were  “gilt,”  or  “silver,”  to  match  the  lace 
upon  the  uniforms,  and  these  details  were  carefully  noted  in  the 
inspection  reports  of  the  day.  For  instance:  the  inspection  re- 
turns’’  preserved  in  the  Record  Office  state  that  when  the  33d 
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Regiment  was  last  inspected  at  Dublin,  July  17,  1775,  before 
quitting  for  America,  the  officers  had  silver  epaulettes  and  lace. 
The  63d  Regiment  also  on  its  inspection  at  Dublin,  May  14,  1774, 
had  silver  lace  and  epaulettes.  By  “ gilt  ” the  reader  will  understand, 
of  course,  that  the  buttons  were  gold  plated,  but  where  silver  is 
mentioned  it  was  actually  the  pure  metal  itself  that  was  employed 
in  some  instances,  and  we  refer  now  to  the  officers’  buttons  of  the 
33d  and  the  37th  regiments.  Note  specimen  No.  8 and  No.  10, 


Plate  IX 

Flat,  solid  type  of  officers’  buttons  of  British  regiments.  Specimen  No.  i of  the  17th  regiment  of  foot.  No.  2 
46th  foot.  No.  3,  71st  foot,  known  also  as  “Frazer’s  Highlanders.”  No.  4,  76th  foot,  or  “Macdonald’s  High- 
landers.” No.  5 shows  back  of  above  buttons. 

plate  V.  The  gilding  upon  the  exceedingly  delicate  faces  of  such 
officers’  buttons  as  the  49th  and  57th  Regiments — see  No.  3 and 
No.  4,  plate  VI — show  up  well  to  this  day. 

We  read  that  the  first  order  to  the  Hessians  on  their  arrival  in 
America  was  to  remove  all  silver  from  the  uniforms,  and  that  “this 
had  already  been  done  by  the  British,  who  greatly  feared  the  un- 
erring aim  of  the  American  riflemen.”  The  order  was  probably  not 
strictly  carried  out,  for  we  find  both  the  silver  buttons  and  the 
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accompanying  lace  in  camps  occupied  up  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
The  lace  was  made  in  a great  variety  of  patterns  which  are  dis- 
cernible to  this  day  in  the  specimens  unearthed. 

It  was  the  good  fortune  of  one  of  the  writer’s  companions  to 
find  within  a camp  of  the  American  troops  in  the  Hudson  High- 


Plate  X 

Officers’  buttons-small  type-  of  British  regiments  Specimen  No  i is  from  tffie  camp  of  Burgoyne’s  Army 
Somerville,  Mass.  No.  14  from  Ticonderoga.  All  others  from  camps  in  New  York  City. 


lands  an  original  die,  or  matrix,  in  which  were  fabricated  the  offi- 
cers’ buttons  of  the  21st  British  Regiment,  and  within  the  die  when 
found  was  the  face  of  a button  which  shows  every  detail  of  the 
beautiful  design  worn  by  the  21st  upon  its  officers’  buttons  in  1 777- 
See  plate  VII.  The  Master-tailor  of  the  21st  foot,  upon  the  de- 
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parture  of  his  regiment  for  America,  took  no  chances  in  going  to  the 
wilderness,  and  went  prepared  for  any  eventualities.  The  die  was 
probably  a portion  of  the  spoils  of  Burgoyne’s  camp,  and  was 
carried  away  from  Saratoga  by  some  New  England  soldier  who 
afterwards  abandoned  it  in  “Camp  Robinson’s  Farm,”  in  the 
Highlands, — opposite  West  Point. 

Reverting  to  decorations  upon  buttons  we  would  call  attention 
to  the  officers’  button  of  the  49th,  where  we  see  a wreath  of  thistles 


Plate  XI 

Rare  type  of  two-piece,  hollow,  British  regimental  buttons.  Found  on  Revolutionary  camp  sites  in  New 
York  City. 


upon  the  button  of  a purely  English  regiment.  Colonel  Maitland, 
who  was  of  a Scottish  family,  when  he  equipped  his  regiment,  chose 
the  thistle  design,  as  he  had  a right  to  do.  And  be  it  known  that  in 
those  days  when  the  Colonel  raised  and  equipped  his  regiment  his 
pay  was  what  he  could  “save”  on  the  equipment.  The  thistle 
remained  upon  the  buttons  of  the  49th  regiment  for  upwards  of 
fifty  years. 

There  were  about  fifty  regular  British  regiments  in  America 
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during  the  war,  and  the  records  of  the  services  of  the  various  corps 
are  borne  out  by  the  buttons  as  we  find  them  in  one  place  or  another. 
Of  the  privates’  buttons  only  two  specimens  have  been  found  of 
“gimems  not  In  America.  These  are  of  , he  3ad  and  of  <h. r joth 
regiments,  and  both  are  from  the  British  site  at  Richmond,  Staten 
Isfand.  The  wearers  of  these  buttons  had  certainly  been  dra  te 
into  some  other  regiments  than  their  own,  and  this  was  probably 
due  to  some  peculiar  fitness  of  the  candidates  for  special  services. 
The  32d  button  is  in  too  poor  a condition  for  reproduction  the 
50th  is  shown  in  its  proper  order,  numerically,  with  the  privates 

bU"r”:a«s’PtetmnsVof  regiments  of  Burgees  army^ueh  as 
2oth  21st,  24th,  29th,  47*,  and  62d,  found  within  New  York 
City’camps,  maybe  attributed  to  men  who  were  temporarily  absent 
from  S egiments  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  at  Saratoga,  or 
to  prisoners  of  war  who  managed  to  elude  their  American  guards 
and  succeeded  in  joining  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  forces  in  New  York. 
30  Officers’  buttons  of  the  9th  and  of  the  47th  regiments  of  Bur 
crovne’s  armv  have  also  been  found  in  New  York  City.  in 

former  was  found  at  i82d  Street  west  of  Broadway  and  the 

latter  at  Fort  Richmond,  Staten  Island.  The  greater  surprise, 
however,  is  the  finding  of  buttons  of  such  corps  as  ^ 2d 

3d  Dragoons, -and  the  18th  Light  Dragoons  all  of  which  turned 

un  at  201  st  and  211th  Streets,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Harlem 
River  These  regiments  did  not  serve  in  America,  and  the  officers 
who  wore  the  buttons  probably  served  with  the  16th  or  17th  Light 
Sraglns;  for  buttons'of  the  former  three  Cavalry  regiments  were 
found  in  company  with  those  of  the  two  latter  regiments  on  camp 
ST along  the  Harlem  chore.  The.,  bur.on.  are  „„  p ar  e I 

and  upon  the  same  plate  is  shown  the  officers  button  ot  the  U 
Horse”  found  in  the  camp  of  the  Burgoyne  captive  army  at 
SomeLili; ! Massachoserrs.  This  corps,  " 

America,  was  made  into  the  “5th  Dragoon  Gua\  ; '"  f7  officer 
Within  the  Somerville  camp  was  found  one  butt 
of  the  “Royal  Irish  Artillery.”  This  button  is  shown  as  No.  3 
afe  m m company  with  large,  spec, men  No. a of  grm,  c o , 
found  on  Lake  Champlain.  Seventy  men  of  the  Royal  Ir  sh 
Artillery”  served  with  distinction  in  America  in  1777-  The  corP 
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was  entirely  distinct  from  the  “Royal  Artillery,”  with  which  it  was 

finally  amalgamated  in  1 801. 

On  plate  III,  specimen  No.  4,  is  seen  another  type  ol  button  of 
“Royal  Irish  Artillery.”  This  we  sifted  from  the  refuse  outside 
the  earthworks  of  Fort  George,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara 
River;  and  for  comparison  is  shown  specimen  No.  1,  on  same  plate, 
which  is  of  the  “Royal  Artillery.”  This  we  found  on  the  Niagara 
shore  before  Fort  Erie.  Specimen  No.  1 probably  belongs  to  a 
period  a little  later  than  the  Revolution,  for  amongst  the  thousands 
of  uniform  buttons  from  the  War  of  Independence  sites  no  in- 
scribed buttons  of  the  Artillery,  or  any  bearing  a device  suggestive 
of  that  branch  of  the  service,  appear. 

While  buttons  of  the  Coldstream  Guards,  and  of  the  3d  Guards, 
are  fairly  common  on  the  old  sites  in  New  York  City,  rarely  are 
specimens  of  either  corps  found  in  good  condition.  We  were  so 
fortunate  as  to  secure  one  specimen — a small  one  of  an  officer 
of  the  “Coldstreams,”  which  was  recovered  from  the  camp  at  iyid 
Street,  adjacent  to  Fort  George.  The  design— see  No.  5,  plate  IV 
is  precisely  the  same  as  upon  the  privates  buttons,  specimens  o 
which  are  shown  as  No.  1 and  No.  2,  on  plate  IV.  The  larger 
specimen  of  the  Coldstream  privates’  button  is  from  the  ditch  ot 
the  fort  at  Richmond,  Staten  Island;  the  smaller  button  is  from  a 
dug-out  hut  in  the  British  camp  at  Prescott  Avenue,  Manhattan. 
This  hut  was  doubtless  the  one  referred  to  in  the  journal  of  an 
ensign  of  the  Coldstreams,  wherein  that  youngster  tells  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  officers  before  their  shelter  was  completed  in  the 
winter  of  1779-80. 
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VENETIAN  POINT  LACE  COLLAR,  WORN  BY  JUDGE  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  (1718-177.0  ON  HIS  JUDICIAL  ROBE 

Presented  by  Miss  Julia  Barton  Hunt. 
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NOTES 

Mr.  Oscar  T.  Barck  represented  the  Society  at  the  Benjamin 
Franklin  birthday  exercises  on  January  17,  1923,  at  his  statue  in 
Park  Row;  also  at  the  George  Washington  birthday  exercises  held 
in  St.  Paul’s  Chapel  under  the  auspices  of  The  Sulgrave  Institution. 


Mr.  James  Benedict  represented  the  Society  at  the  Twenty- 
Fifth  Annual  Dinner  of  the  American  Irish  Historical  Society  held 
on  January  13,  1923  at  Hotel  Astor. 


The  President  appointed  Messrs.  B.  W.  Brown,  John  E.  Still- 
well and  Frank  Wiener  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  in 
the  Fourth  Class  ending  1927  and  to  fill  a vacancy  in  the  Second 
Class  ending  1925,  Mr.  James  B.  Wilbur. 


Dr.  James  Sullivan,  State  Historian,  will  address  the  Society 
Tuesday  evening  May  1,  1923,  on  the  subject  “What  classes  of  the 
People  in  New  York  were  responsible  for  the  Revolution?” 

Miss  Mai  Campbell  Barrows  presented  two  hundred  and  forty- 
one  volumes  and  fifty-six  pamphlets,  from  the  estate  of  Hamilton 
Odell. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Lafayette  Post  No.  140,  Department  of 
New  York,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  presented  a vase,  made  by 
the  National  Manufactory  at  Sevres,  France,  which  was  presented 
to  the  Lafayette  Post  No.  140,  by  M.  Bartholdi,  in  behalf  of  the 
French  Delegation  to  the  Inauguration  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
Enlightening  the  World,  located  in  New  York  Harbor,  in  apprecia- 
tion of  the  courtesies  extended  to  them  by  the  Post  on  the  occasion 
of  the  unveiling  of  the  Statue,  October  28,  1886. 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mr.  George  DeForest  Barton  for  the 
wooden  model  of  a house  formerly  known  as  34  Grove  Street,  New 
York  City  and  occupied  by  the  family  of  his  grandfather,  Timothy 
Whittemore,  1812-1850. 
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Major  Hamilton  Maxwell  presented  an  enlarged  aerial  view  of 
lower  New  York. 

Mrs.  Louis  A.  Gillet  presented  a waistcoat  worn  by  her  great- 
great-great-grandfather,  William  Pinkney,  at  court  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  William  G.  DeWitt  presented  the  deed  for  the  lot,  corner 
Nassau  and  Wall  Streets,  where  Federal  Hall  stood,  which  site  was 
conveyed  by  the  City  of  New  York  to  Joel  Post  and  John  B.  Law- 
rence, May  13,  1812.  The  deed  is  signed  by  Mayor  De  Witt  Clinton 
and  a map  of  the  property  is  annexed. 


THE  PRESERVATION  OF  HIGH  BRIDGE, 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  held  March  20,  1923: 

Resolved,  That  The  New  York  Historical  Society  place  itself 
on  record  as  being  opposed  to  the  destruction  of  High  Bridge  and 
that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Society  that  this  artistic  and  historic 
structure  should  be  preserved  — 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  George  F.  Kunz  be  appointed  to  represent 
the  Society  on  all  occasions  at  which  this  matter  may  be  the  subject 
of  discussion. 


NOTES 

Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  Jones  deposited  the  epaulets  worn  by 
Governor  De  Witt  Clinton  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Militia, 
State  of  New  York;  also.Masonic  regalia  worn  by  Governor  Clinton, 
great  grandfather  of  Mr.  Jones. 


A silver  model  of  the  High  Bridge  Water  Tower  was  presented 
by  the  family  of  the  late  Amos  F.  Eno. 


Mrs.  Charles  S.  Fairchild  presented  a miniature  of  Miss  E. 
Goverts,  1780,  and  ambrotype  of  Madame  de  Castro,  who  died  at 
Trenton,  N.  Y.,  about  1876. 
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Mr.  Edwin  A.  Whitfield  presented  a haversack,  knapsack, 
cartridge  box,  body  belt,  and  cap  pouch  used  by  him  in  the  War  of 
1861-1865,  as  a member  the  Second  Company  of  the  Seventh 
Regiment,  New  York  Militia. 


The  City  History  Club  deposited  some  Andrew  McGown 
relics  consisting  of  a drum,  two  belts  and  ammunition  cases,  and 
an  English  Bayonet  found  September  16,  1776,  after  Battle  of 
Harlem  Plains  at  the  Foot  of  McGown  Pass  and  preserved  in  the 
McGown  homestead. 

MEMBERS 

The  following  candidates  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

Life  Members 

Edward  T.  Newell  William  A.  Simonson  Belden  Roach 

Annual  Member 
John  A.  Fordyce,  M.D. 

NECROLOGY 

Jared  Weed  Bell,  a life  member  since  1897,  died  February  13, 
1923  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 

Henry  Phelps  Johnston,  a member  since  1882  and  life  member 
since  June  20,  1922,  died  at  Middletown,  Conn,  in  the  81st  year  of 
his  age. 

Alister  Greene,  a life  member  since  1896,  died  March  8,  1923. 

Lt.  Charles  Mackubin  Lifferts,  a member  since  1909,  died  at 
Port  Washington,  L.  I.,  March  17,  1923,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 

In  the  death  of  Lt.  Lefferts,  the  Society  has  lost  a valuable 
member  who  was  engaged  upon  painting  Revolutionary  costumes 
and  various  scenes  of  action,  never  before  depicted  with  such 
accuracy  as  represented  in  his  studies;  to  do  which  he  examined 
the  archives  in  Europe  and  America,  spending  many  years  in  this 
research  work.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  Society  has  over  forty  in- 
dividual studies,  the  result  of  Lt.  Leffert’s  work  while  most  of  his 
Revolutionary  scenes  were  done  for  Mr.  Rodman  Wanamaker. 
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AMERICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  DIARIES 

ALSO 

Journals,  Narratives,  Autobiographies,  Reminiscences 
and  Personal  Memoirs 

CATALOGUED  AND  DESCRIBED  WITH  AN 

Index  of  Places  and  Events 


By  William  S.  Thomas,  M.D. 


V 


RUTLEDGE,  John,  Rev.  Officer  of 
S.  C. 

Southern  Campaign,  1 780-8 1 . 

S.  C.  Hist.  & Gen.  Mag.,  Vols.  XVII, 
XVIII  and  XIX,  1916-1918. 


SCHAUKIRK,  Rev.  Ewald  Gustav. 
Moravian  Minister  at  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

New  York  City  and  vicinity. 

Feb.  25, 1775-Nov.,  1783. 

Diary  of  the  Moravian  Congregation 
including  time  of  British  occupation. 
Pa.  Mag.  H.  & B.,  Vol.  X,  1886,  pp.  418- 

445- 


SCHUYLER,  Fort.  Anonymous  sol- 
dier’s diary. 

Siege  of  Fort  Schuyler. 

Apr.  17-Aug.  23,  1777. 

Mag.  of  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  1906,  pp.  93-104- 


SELLERS,  Nathan,  of  Pa.,  Rev.  sol- 
dier  and  surveyor. 

Pa.;  N.  J.;  Long  Island;  N.  Y, 

Aug.  10-29,  1776. 

Extracts  from  diary— fragmentary. 

Pa.  Mag.  H.  & B.,  Vol.  XVI,  1892,  pp. 
191-192. 

SENTER,  Isaac,  Surg.  3rd  R.  I.  R. 
Arnold’s  Quebec  Expedition,  1775 
Sept.  13,  1775 — June  11,  I776- 
50  pp.  Well  written  and  detailed. 
Hist.  Soc’y.  of  Pa.  Sep.  pub.,  1846. 


Hist.  Soc’y.  of  Pa.  Bulletin,  Vol.  I,  No.  5, 

1845-7. 

Mag.  of  Hist.,  Vol.  XI,  1916;  1915*  ex- 
tra Vol.  No.  42,  pt.  1,  pp.  n-60. 


SEW  ALL,  Henry.  Capt.  12th  Mass. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Maine;  N.  H.; 
Vt.;  N.  Y.;  1 776.  Northern  N.  Y.; 
Mass.;  Maine;  N.  Y.,  1 777-  Hudson 
River  region;  Hudson  Highlands. 

Mar.  1,  1776-1783.  ^ , 

Published  in  The  Maine  Farmer,  edited 
by  William  B.  Lapham,  Augusta,  Me., 
1 872.  Copy  in  Amer.  Antiquarian  Soc  y. 
Worcester,  Mass.  Mar.  1,  1776-Juj-  U 
1776,  reprinted  in  Historical  Mag.,  Aug. 
1871,  pp.  128-137. 


SEYMOUR,  Wm.  (Del.)  Sergt.-Maj., 
Del.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Southern  Campaign,  N.J.,  N.C.,  S.C., 


Md. 

Apr.  16,  1780-Jan.  1 7,  1783- 

Pa.  Mag.  H.  & B.,  Vol.  VII,  1883,  pp. 

286-298,  377-394- 


SHAW,  Thomas,  of  Standish,  Maine. 
Soldier  in  Capt.  Stuart’s  com- 
pany. 

Cambridge;  siege  of  Boston,  Mass., 
i775_I776- 

Ticonderoga;  northern  New  York, 

1776-1776, 1775-1776. 

Printed  in  A Down  East  Yankee  Irom 
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the  District  of  Maine,  ed.  by  Windsor 
Daggett,  Portland,  Me.,  A.  J.  Huston, 
1920.  pp.  58-61. 

SHERBURNE,  Andrew,  of  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  Privateersman. 
Afloat;  Prisoner  of  war;  Charleston,  S. 
C.;  Mill  Prison,  Eng.;  Newfoundland; 
Nova  Scotia;  Jersey  Prison  ship;  R.  E; 
Mass.;  N.  H.;  Me. 

1778-1783. 

Memoirs.  Utica,  N.  Y.,  1828.  12  mo. 

SHREVE,  John,  Lieut.  2nd  N.  J.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Canada,  1776;  N.  J.,  Pa.,  1777;  N.  J., 
1778;  N.  J.,  Pa.,  Sullivan’s  Expedition, 
1779;  N.  J.,  1780-83. 

Feb.,  1778-Oct.,  1780. 

Personal  Narrative,  Mag.  Am.  Hist., 
Vol.  Ill,  1879,  pp.  564-578. 

SHUTE,  Samuel  Moore,  Lieut.,  2nd  N. 
J.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Elizabeth  Town,  N.  J.,  to  Sullivan’s 
Indian  Expedition,  N.  Y.  and  Pa., 
with  contemporary  notes. 

May  29-Nov.  9,  1779. 

Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition, 
Albany,  1887.  7 pp. 

SLOCUM,  Joseph. 

Reminiscences  of  Revolutionary  events 
of  Wyoming  Valley,  Pa.,  Indian  cap- 
tivity of  Frances  Slocum.  As  told  and 
transcribed  by  Benson  J.  Lossing,  Sept., 
1848. 

8 pp.  of  Chap.  VIII  of  Hours  with  Liv- 
ing Men  and  Women  of  the  Revolution, 
N.  Y.,  1889. 

SMITH,  Joshua  Hett,  N.  Y.  Lawyer. 
Participant  in  Andre’s  adventure 
as  a spy. 

Narrative  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
death  of  Major  Andre,  Tappan,  N.  J. 
Lond.,  1808,  pp.  305. 

SMITH,  Josiah,  Col.  N.  Y.  Militia. 

N.  Y.;  Battle  of  Long  Island. 

July  23-Sept.  7,  1776. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  XVII,  1886,  pp. 
347-348,  437- 


SMITH,  Richard.  Member  of  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Continental  Congress,  1775-1776. 

Sept.  12,  1775-Mar.  30,  1776. 

Diary  of  Richard  Smith  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  Amer.  Hist.  Review, 
N.  Y.,  Vol.  1, 1896,  pp.  288-3 493-5  *6. 

SMITH,  Samuel,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I. 
Revolutionary  soldier  with,  but 
not  of,  the  Cont’l.  Army. 
Highlands  of  Hudson;  Red  Bank,  N.  J.; 
Valley  Forge,  Pa.;  R.  I.;  Yorktown;  Va.; 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.;  at  sea. 

1777-1780. 

Narrative.  Sketchy  and  contains  many 
anachronisms. 

Crumbs  for  Antiquarians,  edited  by 
Charles  I.  Bushnell,  Vol.  I,  N.  Y.,  1860- 
1864,  pp.  7-31. 

SQUIER,  Ephraim,  Sergt.,  Capt. 
Scott’s  Co.,  and  Capt.  Isaac 
Stone’s  Co.,  Conn.  Militia. 
Quebec  Expedition  under  Arnold. 

Sept.  7-Nov.  25,  1775,  7 pp. 
Burgoyne’s  Campaign,  N.  Y. 

Sept.  4-Nov.  2,  1 777. 

Mag.  of  Amer.  History,  Vol.  II,  p.  685. 

STEVENS,  Benjamin,  of  Canaan, 
Conn.  Private,  Capt.  John  Ste- 
ven’s Co.,  Col.  Chas.  Burrall’s 
Reg’t.,  Conn.  Militia. 

Conn.;  Canada  expedition  of  1776. 

Feb.  19-May  26,  1776. 

D.  A.  R.  Mag.,  XLV, Aug.,  1914, 137-140. 

STEVENS,  James,  of  Andover,  Mass. 
Minute  Man,  Capt.  Thomas 
Poor’s  Co.  Private,  Capt.  Benj. 
Farnum’s  and  Capt.  Pollard’s 
Companies. 

Lexington  Alarm,  Mass.,  Siege  of  Bos- 
ton, 1775.  Siege  of  Boston,  1776. 

April  19,  1775-June  17,  1776. 

Many  local  persons  named.  Personal 
details  rather  than  military  data. 
Essex  Inst.  Hist.  Coll.,  XLVIII,  Jan., 
1912,  pp.  41-71. 
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STILES,  Rev.  Ezra.  Colonial  clergy- 
man and  President  of  Yale  Col- 
lege. 

General;  Mass. 

Apr.  19,  1775-Dec.  5,  1783. 

The  Literary  Diary  of  Ezra  Stiles,  DD., 
LL.D.  Edited  by  F.  B.  Dexter,  N.  Y., 
Scribner,  1901,  3 vols.  Portion  cover- 
ing period  of  Revolutionary  war  is  in 
Vol.  I,  pp.  534-665,  All  Vol.  II  and  Vol. 
Ill,  pp.  1-100. 


STORRS,  Experience,  of  Conn.  Lieut.- 
Col.,  Lexington  Alarm;  also  of 
3rd  Conn.  Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Bunker  Hill, 
1775-1776. 

June  1-28,  1775. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.,  Vol.  XIV,  1875, 
pp.  84-86. 

June  13,  1775-Mar.  19,  1776. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  VIII,  1888,  pp. 
1 24-1 29. 


STIMSON,  Jeremy,  Dr.,  of  Hopkinton, 
Mass.  Rev.  Surgeon. 

N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity;  Westchester 
Co.,  N.  Y.;  Conn. 

Sept.  4-Oct.  31,  1776.  wttt 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.,  XLVI,  1913* 
pp.  250-252. 

STOCKING,  Abner,  of  Chatham,  Conn. 

Private  in  Handchett’s  Co. 
Quebec  Expedition  under  Arnold. 

Sept.  13,  1775-Sept.  22,  1776. 

Catskill,  1810. 

Copy  in  Prince  Coll.,  Boston  Pub.  Lib. 
Mag.  Hist.  Extra  No.  75,  1921,  36  pp. 

STONE,  Enos,  of  Lenox,  Mass.  Capt., 
1 2th  Mass.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Lenox,  Mass.;  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.;  Hub- 
bardton,  Vt.;  Lake  Champlain;  Canada; 
on  British  transport;  Prisoner  of  war; 


Oct.,  1861,  6 pp. 

STONE,  Thomas.  Private  in  the  com- 
panies of  Capts.  Cobb  and  Col- 
lins, Col.  Van  Dyke’s  Reg’t.; 
teamster;  private,  Capt.  Wat- 
son’s Co.,  Col.  Webb’s  9^h  Ad- 
ditional Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.  1775. 

Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.  1776. 

Prisoner  of  war.  1 777“I778- 

New  York  City  and  vicinity,  1778. 

N.  J.  1780. 

1775-1780.  . . 

The  Experiences  of  a Prisoner  in  the 

American  Revolution. 

Jour.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  II,  No.  Ill,  pp. 

527-529. 


STRATFORD,  Charles  J.  (b.  1795)  . 

Accounts  of  Revolutionary  Incidents  in 
Boston  as  told  by  the  writer’s  older 
relatives. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.,  Vol.  XV,  1878, 
PP-  390-392. 

STURDIVANT,  John,  of  Falmouth, 
Me. 

Falmouth,  Me.,  and  siege  of  Boston, 
1775.  A few  pages  of  diary  only. 
Manuscript  Diary  and  account  book. 
Maine  Hist.  Soc’y.,  Portland. 

SULLIVAN’S  Indian  Campaign  in 
New  York  state;  May  24-Oct.  7 , \779- . 
Manuscript.  Force  transcription  in 
Library  of  Congress,  84  pp.,  folio. 

TALLMADGE,  Benjamin,  of  Brook- 
haven,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.  Major,  2nd 
Continental  Dragoons,  etc. 
Conn.;  N.  Y.  City  and  vicinity;  Battle 
of  Long  Island;  Westchester  county, 
Battle  of  White  Plains;  Long  Island; 
Pa.;  Chatham,  N.  J.;  Battle  of  Mon- 
mouth; Secret  Service;  Andre’s  capture 
and  execution;  Lloyd’s  Neck. 

1 775-1:783 . 

Memoirs  of  Col.  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
N.  Y.,  Holman,  1858,  pp.  5-68. 
Reprinted  by  New  York  State  Society 
of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  N.  Y., 
1904. 

TALLMADGE,  (Samuel?),  Ensign,  4th 
N.  Y.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Sullivan’s  Indian  campaign;  N.  Y.; 
Pa.;  1779- 
Aug.-Sept.,  1779- 
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Manuscript  fragment  accompanying 
Ensign  John  Barr’s  Journal  in  Library 
of  Congress. 

TEN  BROECK,  Cornelius  and  Peter, 
of  N.  J.  Revolutionary  soldiers. 
White  Plains,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y., 
1778.  Smith’s  Clove;  Hudson  High- 
lands; New  Windsor;  N.  Y.;  1779. 
Quaker  Hill,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  1780. 
Camp  life  and  army  movements  de- 
scribed in  letters  to  their  father. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  II,  1887,  pp. 
168-175. 

TENNENT,  Rev.  William,  of  S.  C., 
Charleston  and  the  upper  country 
of  S.  C. 

Aug.  2,  Sept.  15,  1775- 
Documentary  Hist,  of  the  Amer.  Rev., 
1764-1776  by  R.  W.  Gibbes,  Ed.,  N.  Y., 
Appleton,  1855.  pp.  225-239. 

THACHER,  James,  M.D.  of  Plymouth, 
Mass.  Surgeon,  Mass,  and  Va. 
State  Cont’l.  Lines  and  Hospital 
Dept. 

Dr.  Thacher’s  Military  journal  covers 
the  whole  war  and  gives  spirited  pic- 
tures of  events  and  men.  His  principal 
places  of  duty  were  at  Boston,  Ticonder- 
oga,  Hudson  Valley,  especially  High- 
lands, New  Jersey  and  siege  of  York- 
town.  The  journal  is  one  of  the  most 
important. 

THAYER,  Simeon,  of  R.  I.  Capt.,  1st 
Batt.,  Newburyport,  Mass. 
Arnold’s  Quebec  Expedition,  1775;  Pris- 
oner of  war;  Canada;  afloat;  1 776. 

Sept.  11,  1775-Aug.  12,  1 776. 

Invasion  of  Canada,  1775,  edited  by  E. 

M.  Stone,  Providence,  R.  I.,  1867,  pp. 
2-45.  Being  Vol.  VI,  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 
Coll. 

THOMAS,  Abel,  Quaker  preacher. 
Account  of  a journey  in  the  southern 
states:  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  Ga. 

1781. 

Contains  a letter  from  Gen.  Greene. 

N.  J.  Hist  Soc.  Proc.,  Vol.  I,  1845,  pp. 
144-150. 


THOMPSON,  Samuel,  of  Woburn, 
Mass.  Justice  of  the  Peace,  etc. 
Concord;  Siege  of  Boston;  Woburn; 
Mass. 

Apr.  19,  1775-1783. 

Fragmentary  extracts. 

N.  E.  Hist.  & Gen.  Reg.,  Vol.  XXXV, 
1881. 

TICONDEROGA,  N.  Y.  July,  1777. 
Evacuation  of,  described  in  various  con- 
temporary papers  and  letters. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  VIII,  1888,  pp. 

566-573. 

TILDEN,  John  Bell,  Lieut.  2nd  Pa. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Va.;  Yorktown  Campaign;  N.  C.;  S.  C.; 
1781.  S.  C.;  N.  C.;  Va.;  Md.;  Pa.;  1782. 
Aug.  1 

Extracts  from  journal. 

Pa.  Mag.  H.  & B.,  Vol.  XIX,  1895,  pp. 
51-63,  208-233. 

TILGHMAN,  Tench,  of  Md.  Secy.,  of 
Indian  Commission,  1775 
N.  Y.;  Hudson  River  and  Region;  Mo- 
hawk Valley.  Aug.  5-Sept.  4,  1775,  pp. 
81-101. 

Yorktown  Campaign,  Va.,  Sept.  22- 
Oct.  17,  1781,  pp.  103-107. 

Memoir  of  Lieut. -Col.  Tench  Tilghman, 
Sec’y.  and  Aid  to  Washington,  with 
Journals,  Letters,  etc.  Albany,  Mun- 
sell,  1876. 

TOPHAM,  John,  Capt.,  3rd  R.  I.  Reg’t. 
Wounded  and  made  prisoner  at 
Quebec. 

Arnold’s  Quebec  Expedition,  1775- 
Prisoner  of  war. 

Dec.  31,  1775-Apr.  14,  1776. 

Extracts  from  diary  in  Spirit  of  ’76  in 
Rhode  Island,  edited  by  Benjamin 
Cowell,  Boston,  1850,  pp.  349-350. 

Mag.  of  Hist.,  1916,  Ext.  No.  52,  pt.  2, 
pp.  11-46. 

Oct.  6,  1775-May  31,  1776. 

TRABUE,  Daniel,  Lieut.  Va.  Militia 
and  later  Sutler  to  the  Army. 

In  part,  Va.,  N.  C.  and  Ken.  during 
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Revolution;  experiences  with  Col.  Geo. 
Rogers  Clark;  capitulation  of  Corn- 
wallis. 

Pages  12-120. 

In  “Colonial  Men  and  Times,”  Phila., 
by  Lillie  D.  Harper,  Innes  & Sons,  1916 
(1915)  624  pp.,  Illus. 


TRUMBULL,  Benjamin.  Chaplain, 
1st  Conn.  Cont’l.  Reg’t.  Author 
of  History  of  Connecticut. 
Northern  N.  Y.,  1775;  Expedition  to 
Canada  under  Montgomery,  1775-  . 

“A  concise  journal  of  the , principal 
movements  toward  St.  John  s,  of  the 
siege  and  surrender  of  the  forts  there  in 
1 77r  ” 

Conn.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Coll.,  Vol.  VIII,  1899, 
pp.  I39-I73-  Another  journal  by  the 

New  York  City  and  vicinity;  West- 
chester Co.,  1776;  N.  Y.;  Conn.,  1 777- 
Tuly  16,  1776-Feb.  23,  1 777-  T 

Conn.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Coll.,  Vol.  VII,  1899, 
pp.  177-218. 


TRUMBULL,  John.  Adjt.,  1st  Conn. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t.;  Lieut.-Col.  and 
Aide-de-camp  to  Washington; 
Brigade  Major  to  Gen.  Spencer; 
Dep.  Adjt.-Gen.,  Northern  Dept., 
Cont’l.  Army;  Volunteer,  Rhode 
Island  campaign;  portrait  painter. 
Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.,  1775-1776- 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill;  march  to  N.  Y. 
City  and  vicinity;  Hudson  River  region; 
Ticonderoga,  Canada  expedition  of 
1776;  original  map  of  Ticonderoga, 
1776.  Conn.;  Boston,  Mass.;  Rhode 
Island  campaign,  i777-*77%-  France; 
England;  Holland;  Conn.  1778-1782. 
New  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  1782-1783. 
Autobiography;  Wiley  & Putnam;  N.  Y. 
and  Lond.  Namlen;  New  Haven;  1841, 
pp.  17-90- 


TRUMBULL,  Jonathan,  of  Conn. 
Lieut.-Col.  and  Military  Secy,  to 
Gen.  Washington. 

Yorktown,  Va. 

Aug.  12-Nov.  5,  1781. 

Jour,  of  the  Siege  of  Yorktown. 


Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.,  Vol.  XIV, 
1876,  pp.  331-338. 

TUCKER,  Judge  St.  George,  Major, 
N.  C.  Militia. 

The  southern  campaign,  1781,  from 
Guilford  Court  House,  N.  C.,  to  the 
Siege  of  Yorktown,  Va. 

Narrated  in  letters  to  his  wife. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  VII,  1881,  pp. 
201-216. 

TUTTLE,  Timothy,  Sergt.,  N.  J. 
Militia  Reg’t. 

N.  J.,  1775.  Long  Island;  N.  Y.  City 
and  vicinity;  Hudson  River  region; 
Ticonderoga;  Chamblee;  Canada  expe- 
dition; 1776. 

Dec.  21,  1775-Nov.  5,  1776. 

Manuscript  in  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc’y.,  12  mo., 
56  pp. 

VAIL,  Christopher,  of  Sag  Harbor, 
Suffolk  Co.,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 
Private  soldier,  17  years  of  age. 
Long  Island;  N.  Y._  City;  Albany;  Fort 
George;  Ticonderoga;  N.  Y.;  Canaan; 

Conn.;  1775-  , ,T  x/ 

Long  Island;  Westchester  Co.;  JN.  Y.; 
Conn.;  Highlands  of  Hudson;  1776. 
Hudson  Highlands;  N.  Y.;  Conn.;  1777- 
Conn.;  Long  Island;  N.  Y.;  Boston, 
Mass.;  - Afloat;  1778.  Afloat;  West 
Indies;  1779.  Afloat;  West  Indies; 
Mediterranean;  England;  Spain;  Port- 
ugal; 1780.  Afloat;  Spain;  France; 
Conn.;  Long  Island;  N.  Y.;  Yorktown; 
1781. 

July  5,  1775-Aug.  11,  1781.  . . 

Manuscript.  Force  transcript  in  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  40  pp.,  folio. 

VANCE,  David,  Capt.,  N.  C.  Militia. 
Battle  of  King’s  Mountain,  N.  C. 

Oct.,  1780. 

Written,  1799-  _ . V^TT 

Amer.  Monthly  Mag.,  Vol.  XVII,  1900, 

pp.  508-517. 

VAN  CORTLANDT,  Philip,  Col.,  2nd 
N.  Y.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

N.  Y.,  1775;  N.  Y.,  N.  J.,  Pa.,  1776; 
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N.  Y.,  Burgoyne  campaign,  1777;  N.  Y., 
1778;  N.  Y.,  Pa.,  Sullivan  Expedition, 
1779;  N.  Y.,  1780;  Va.,  Yorktown  Cam- 
paign,^. J.,  1781;  N.  Y.,  1782-1783. 
Autobiography. 

Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  May,  1878,  pp.  278- 
298. 

VAN  DYK,  John,  Capt.,  2nd  (N.  Y.) 
Cont’l.  Artillery. 

Prisoner  in  the  Jersey  prison  ship,  1779. 
Narrative  in  Hist.  Mag.,  May,  1863,  pp. 
I47_ISI- 

Account  of  Maj.  John  Andre,  1781,  in, 
Mass.  Sons.  Am.  Rev.  Register,  Boston, 
1916,  pp.  199-203. 

VAN  HOVENBURGH,  Rudolphus. 

Lieut.,  4th  N.  Y.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 
N.  Y.;  Pa.;  N.  J.;  Stone  Arabia,  N.  Y. 
Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition  and  to 
Pompton,  N.  J.  ; 

June  16-Dec.  28,  1779.  ' 

Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Al- 
bany, 1887,  9 pp. 

VIRGINIA.  Anonymous  young  lady. 
Sept.  16-Nov.  12,  1782. 

Journal  of  a Young  Lady  of  Virginia, 
written  while  on  a visit  to  her  relatives, 
the  Lees,  Washingtons  and  other  fam- 
ilies of  lower  Virginia.  John  Murphy  & 
Co.,  Baltimore,  1871,  56  pp. 

VOSE,  Joseph,  Lieut. -Col.,  24th  Cont’l. 
Infantry. 

Canada  Expedition,  1776. 

Apr.  20-July  2,  1 776. 

Reprinted  from  Publications  Colonial 
Soc’y.  of  Mass.,  Vol.  VII,  Cambridge, 
1905.  Pamphlet,  pp.  6-20. 

WADDELL,  J.  A. 

Diary  of  a prisoner  of  war  at  Quebec, 
1776. 

Mar.  2-June  24,  1776. 

Va.  Mag.  of  H.  & B.,  Vol.  IX,  1902,  pp. 
144-152. 

WALDO,  Albigence,  Surg.,  1st  Conn. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

A spirited  description  of  hardships  at 


Valley  Forge. 

Nov.  10,  1777-Jan.  15,  1778. 

Hist.  Mag.,  May-June,  1861,  pp.  129, 
169.  Large  8 vo.  columns,  9 pp. 

WALKER,  Mrs.  L.  H. 

The  Shurtleff  manuscripts,  No.  153, 
narrative  of  events  in  Canada  during 
its  invasion  by  the  Amer.  Army,  1775. 
N.  H.  Antiquarian  Soc’y.  Coll.,  No.  II, 
Contoocook,  1876,  pp.  35-54. 

WARD,  Samuel,  Governor  of  R.  I. 
Diary  kept  while  attending  as  delegate 
to  Continental  Congress,  1774-1776. 
Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  I,  1877,  pp.  438- 
442,  503-506,  549-56i. 

WARE,  Joseph,  of  Needham,  Mass. 
Private  in  Capt.  Sam’l.  Ward’s 
Co. 

A Journal  of  a March  from  Cambridge 
on  an  Expedition  against  Quebec, 
1 775 • With  notes  by  Justin  Winsor. 
Prisoner  of  war;  afloat,  1776. 

Sept.  10,  1775-Sept.  6,  1776. 

N.  E.  H.  & G.  Reg.,  Vol.  VI,  1852,  p. 
129. 

WARREN,  Benjamin,  Capt.,  7th  Mass. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Burgoyne  Campaign,  N.  Y.,  1 777. 

Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y.,  1778. 

July  21-Oct.  16,  1777,  July  24-Nov.  23, 
1778- 

Jour.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  1909,  pp. 
201-216,  378-384. 

WASHINGTON,  George,  General,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

Summary  of  general  military  news  as 
reported  to  Washington,  and  his  own 
movements. 

Describes  his  reconnoitres  ofManhattan, 
July  18,  and  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 
May-Nov.,  1781. 

Mag.  Am.  Hist.,  Vol.  VI,  1881,  pp.  108- 
125.  Aug.-Nov.,  1781,  Vol.  VII,  1881, 
pp.  122-133;  Vol.  XX,  1888,  pp.  57-60. 

WATSON,  Elkanah,  of  Plymouth, 
Mass. 
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Plymouth,  Mass.;  Providence,  R.  I.; 
i 77S_i776-  Conn.;  N.  Y.;  N.  J.;  Pa.; 
Md.;  Va.;  N.  C.;  S.  C.;  1 777-  S.  C.; 
Ga.;  N.  C.;  Va.;  Pa.;  Valley  Forge;  N. 
J.;  R.  I.;  Mass.;  1778.  Mass.;  Afloat; 
France;  1779.  France;  1780.  France; 
Holland;  Belgium;  1781.  France;  Eng- 
land; 1782.  France;  1783. 

Travels,  U.  S.  and  Europe,  1775-1783- 
Men  and  Times  of  the  Revolution,  New 
York,  1856. 

WEBB,  Nathaniel,  Serg.  Major,  2nd 
N.  Y.  Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

N.  Y.  State  and  Pa. 

Kingston,  N.  Y.,  Burning  by  British 
Oct.,  1777;  Sullivan’s  Expedition. 

June,  17-Aug.  31,  1.779-  A1 

Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition,  Al- 
bany, 1887.  Large  8 vo.,  2 pp.  (fine 

Print)-  _ 

Also  in  N.  Y.  S.  H.  Assn.  Proc.,  VI,  pp. 
87-93.  As  to  Kingston,  see  Olde  Ulster, 
X,  July  1914?  PP-  209-212. 

WEBB,  Samuel  Blatchley,  of  Conn. 
Col.  of  Webb’s  Additional  Cont’l. 
Reg’t.  and  of  3rd  Conn.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

Siege  of  Boston,  Mass.;  N.  Y.  City  and 
vicinity,  1 776-  Conn.;  Hudson  River 
region;  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.;  1777. 
Mar.  1-10,  Jun.  21-Jul.  29,  1776,  Jul.  4- 
Dec.  4,  1 777. 

Correspondence  and  Journals  of  S.  B. 
Webb,  edited  by  Worthington  C.  Ford, 
3V0IS.,  N.  Y.,  1893-1894,  pp.  128-139, 

148-157,  217-239- 

WELLS,  Bayze,  of  Farmington,  Conn. 
Sergt.,  Capt.  Sedgwick’s  Co., 
4th  Conn.  Cont’l.  Reg’t, 

Conn.;  N.  Y.;  Ticonderoga;  Canada  Ex- 
pedition under  Montgomery,  1 775  • 
Ensign,  Col.  Chas.  Burrall’s  Conn. 
Militia  Reg’t. 

Conn.;  Canada  Expedition;  1776-  Na- 
val operations  on  Lake  Champlain,  1 776 
Northern  N.  Y.,  1777. 

May  10,  1775-Feb.  2,  1 777- 

Conn.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Coll.,  Vol.  VII,  1899, 

pp.  241-296. 


WILD,  Ebenezer,  of  Duxbury^  Mass. 
Corporal,  Capt.  Trescott’s  Co.; 
6th  (Mass.)  Cont’l.  Infantry. 
Sergt.,  Ens.  and  Lieut.,  1st  Mass. 
Cont’l.  Reg’t. 

Boston,  Mass.,  to  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y., 
1776.  Boston,  Mass.;  Conn.;  N.  Y., 
Hudson  River  and  Highlands ; Burgoyne’s 
Campaign;  N J.;  Pa.;  1777.  Pa.;N.  J.; 
Battle  of  Monmouth;  N.  Y.;  Conn.;  R. 

I.  Campaign;  Mass.;  1778.  R.  I.;Conn.; 
N.  Y.,  Westchester  Co.;  Mass.;  1779. 
West  Point,  N.  Y.;  N.  J.;  Pa.;  Del.; 
Md.;  Va.;  Southern  Campaign,  1780. 
Va.;  Yorktown  Campaign;  Return  to 
north.  Md.;  Del.;  Pa.;  N.  J.;  N.  Y.; 
Hudson  Highlands;  1781. 

Aug.  7,  1776-Dec.  8,  1781. 

One  of  the  longest  and  most  varied  ex- 
tant accounts  of  personal  doings  of  a 
Revolutionary  soldier. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol. 
VI,  1891,  pp.  79-160. 

WILD,  Ebenezer,  of  Duxbury,  Mass. 

Soldier,  Arnold’s  Quebec  Exped. 
Sept.  13,  1775-June  6,  1776. 

Prisoner  of  war. 

Mass.  Hist.  Soc’y.  Proc.,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol. 

II,  1886,  pp.  267-275. 

WILKINSON,  James,  of  Maryland. 
Col.  and  Brevet-Brigadier-Gen. 
Member  of  th'e  Conway  cabal. 
A general  account  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  written  long  afterward,  containing 
occasional  Revolutionary  documents. 
Memoirs  of  my  own  Times,  3 vols., 
Phila.,  1816. 

The  Revolutionary  period  is  covered  in 

Vol.  I,  P.  855. 

WILLIAMS,  Ennion,  Maj.  Miles’  1st 
Pa.  Rifle  Reg’t. 

Journey  Phila.  to  Cambridge;  Siege  of 
Boston. 

Oct.  4-26,  1775- 

Pa.  Archives,  2nd  Ser.,  Vol.  15,  pp.  7-20. 

WILLIAMS,  Mrs.  Miriam. 
Reminiscences  of  Washington  and  his 
army  about  Verplanck’s  Point,  (Hudson 
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River)  Westchester  Co.,  1782.  As  told 
to  and  transcribed  by  Benson  J.  Lossing, 
Mar.,  i860.  Three  pages  of  Chap.  17,  of 
Hours  with  Living  Men  and  Women  of 
the  Revolution,  N.  Y.,  1889. 

WISTAR,  Miss  Sally,  of  Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia;  Gwynedd;  Montgomery 
county;  Pa. 

Sept.  23,  1777-June  2,  1778. 

Amusing  and  interesting  source  mate- 
rial for  study  of  the  social  aspect  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Pa.  Mag.,  Vol.  IX,  1885,  pp.  318-333, 
463-478. 

WITHINGTON,  Ebenezer,  of  Dor- 
chester, Mass.  Soldier  in  Knox’s 
Artillery  Reg’t. 

Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y 
Oct.  22,  1776-Nov.  10,  1776. 

Extracts  only. 

Magazine  Amer.  Hist.,  Portchester,  N. 
Y.,  Dec.,  1908,  2 pp. 

WOODRUFF,  Oliver,  of  Litchfield, 
Conn.  Private,  Cols.  Wooster’s 
and  Bradley’s  Conn.  Militia 
Reg’ts. 


N.  Y.;  N.  J.;  Staten  Island;  Fort  Wash- 
ington; Prisoner  of  War,  1775-1776; 
Afloat,  sailor  on  privateer,  1778. 
Narrative. 

D.  A.  R.  Mag.,  XLIV,  1914,  pp.  260-263. 

WOODRUFF,  Samuel,  a “volunteer 
under  Gates.” 

Burgoyne’s  Campaign,  N.  Y. 

Account  of  battle  of  Saratoga,  1777. 

A Life  of  Brant,  Stone,  Vol.  I,  Appen- 
dix, p.  XLIX-LVII. 

WRIGHT,  Aaron,  of  Northumberland, 
Pa.  Private  in  a Pa.  Cont’l. 
Reg’t. 

P a.  ;Conn. ; Siege  of  Boston,  Mass. ; N.  H. 
June  29,  1775-Mar.  11,  1776. 

Hist.  Mag.,  July,  1862,  pp.  208-212. 
Boston  Transcript,  Apr.  11,  1862. 

YEST,  Francois,  “Montcalm’s  Errand 
Boy.”  A Canadian  blacksmith. 
Reminiscences  of  the  Revolution  in 
Canada,  1775  and  1776,  as  told  to  and 
transcribed  by  Benson  J.  Lossing,  July, 
1 848. 

Chap.  VII  (10  pp.)  of  Hours  with  Living 
Men  and  Women  of  the  Revolution, 
N.  Y.,  1889. 
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RELICS  COMMEMORATING  THE  CAPTURE  OF 
MAJOR  JOHN  ANDRE 
ON  SEPTEMBER  23,  1780 

The  silver  watch  bearing  the  inscription  on  the  outer  case 
“John  Andre  1768”  has  recently  become  the  property  of  the  So- 
ciety, through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman,  who  pre- 
sented it.  The  history  of  the  watch  relates  that  it  was  presented 
to  Isaac  Van  Wart,  one  of  the  captors,  and  in  1878  his  son  sold 
it.  In  1887  it  appeared  in  an  auction  sale  of  W.  Elliott  Wood- 
ward’s when  it  was  sold  to  the  person  who  recently  disposed  of  the 
watch  to  Mr.  Hoffman. 

Accounts  of  Major  Andre’s  capture  and  the  motives  of  the  cap- 
tors  differ  greatly  and  it  is  necessary  to  relate  the  varying  accounts 
in  connection  with  this  relic.  John  Paulding  petitioned  Congress 
for  an  increase  of  the  pension  allowed  him  in  consequence  of  his 
service  in  the  capture  of  Andre.  On  January  13,  1817  the  petition 
was  reported  unfavorably  and  an  interesting  debate  arose  on  the 
question.  Those  in  favor  of  the  increased  pension  argued  the  im- 
portance of  the  services  of  John  Paulding  and  his  companions,  the 
magnitude  of  the  virtue  they  displayed  and  the  depreciation  of 
money  since  the  amount  of  the  pension  was  established.  Those 
opposing  the  increased  pension  argued  the  injustice  of  legislating 
on  a single  case  of  pension  for  services  which  were  in  fact,  though 
important,  but  the  common  duty  of  every  citizen,  and  in  which  no 
disability  was  incurred;  whilst  there  were  many  survivors  of  the 
Revolution,  whom  the  favor  of  the  government  had  not  distin- 
guished, and  who  were  languishing  in  obscurity  and  want,  and  to 
whom  no  relief  had  been  or  would  be  extended. 

Colonel  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  of  Connecticut,  then  a member 
of  Congress,  took  part  in  the  debate.  At  the  time  of  Andre’s  cap- 
ture he  was  commanding  an  advance  guard  in  Westchester  County 
and  the  day  following,  September  24th,  took  Andre  to  Salem  and 
from  there  to  West  Point,  thence  down  the  Hudson  to  Haverstraw 
to  Headquarters  at  Tappan,  N.  Y.  Colonel  Tallmadge  stated  on 
the  declaration  of  Major  Andre  made  to  him,  that  if  Andre  could 
have  given  to  these  men  the  amount  they  demanded  for  his  re- 
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lease,  he  never  would  have  been  hanged  for  a spy,  nor  in  captivity 
on  that  occasion.  That  when  his  boots  were  taken  off  by  them, 
it  was  to  search  for  plunder  and  not  to  detect  treason.  That  his 
captors  were  of  that  class  of  people  who  passed  between  both 
armies  as  often  in  one  camp  as  the  other  and  who,  had  he  met 
with  them,  he  should  probably  as  soon  have  apprehended  as  Major 
Andre,  as  he  had  always  made  it  a rule  to  do  with  these  suspicious 
persons.  This  statement  of  Colonel  Tallmadge  was  received  with 


With  inscription  “John  Andre,  1768.” 


SILVER  WATCH 

Found  in  his  possession  at  the  time  of  his  capture,  September  23,  17  o. 


surprise  and  incredulity  and  his  point  of  view  hotly  contested  but 
the  petition  for  an  increase  of  pension  was  not  sustained. 

At  the  time  of  this  action  and  debate  in  Congress,  1817,  a 
small  volume  was  printed  entitled  “Vindication  of  the  Captors  o 
Major  Andre”  ascribed  to  Egbert  Benson,  first  President  ol  lhe 
New  York  Historical  Society.  Besides  a resume  of  the  Congres- 
sional action  there  is  printed  in  this  book  the  affidavits  of  Isaac 
Van  Wart  and  John  Paulding  describing  the  capture  ol  Major 
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Andre,  also  affidavits  certifying  to  the  good  character  of  the  depo- 
nents and  various  correspondence  and  opinions  relating  to  the  af- 
fair. Both  the  affidavits  refer  only  to  the  gold  watch  which  A.ndre 
offered  his  captors  for  his  release  and  make  no  mention  of  the 
silver  watch.  Turning,  however,  to  the  statement  of  Ensign  Samuel 
Bowman,  of  the  Massachusetts  Line,  we  learn  that  this  officer  was 
for  twenty-four  hours  preceding  the  execution  constantly  with  the 
prisoner  with  whom  he  discussed  his  capture  and  that  Major  Andre 
told  him  he  was  robbed  “of  the  few  guineas  which  he  had  with 
him  and  the  two  watches  which  he  then  wore,  one  of  gold  and  the 
other  of  silver.” 

Here  we  have  a direct  contemporary  reference  to  the  silver 
watch,  which  is  of  the  “Bull’s  Eye”  type  and  the  hall-marks  of 
which  indicate  that  it  was  made  in  1766.  On  the  inner  case  is  an 
inscription  crudely  engraved  “James  Oglethorpe,  Febr’y  7,  1725” 
for  which  there  is  no  plausible  accounting.  The  present  where- 
abouts of  the  gold  watch  is  unknown.  It  was  exhibited  at  Phila- 
delphia at  the  time  of  the  Centennial  in  1876  and  later,  1879,  the 
“Evening  Post”  refers  to  it  as  having  been  brought  to  that  office 
as  a matter  of  interest,  and  that  is  the  last  record  we  have  of  it. 

Three  days  after  Andre’s  capture,  General  George  Washington 
wrote  to  the  President  of  Congress,  September  26,  1780,  saying  “I 
do  not  know  the  party  that  took  Major  Andre,  but  it  is  said  that 
it  consisted  only  of  a few  militia,  who  acted  in  such  a manner 
upon  the  occasion  as  does  them  the  highest  honor,  and  proves 
them  to  be  men  of  great  virtue.  They  were  offered,  I am  informed, 
a large  sum  of  money  for  his  release,  and  as  many  goods  as  they 
would  demand,  but  without  any  effect.  Their  conduct  gives  them 
a just,  claim  to  the  thanks  of  their  country,  and  I also  hope  they 
will  be  otherwise  rewarded.  As  soon  as  I know  their  names,  I 
shall  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  them  to  Congress.”  On  Octo- 
ber 7,  1780,  General  Washington  wrote: 

“I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  communicate  the  names  of  the 
three  persons  who  captured  Major  Andre,  and  who  refused  to  re- 
lease him,  notwithstanding  the  most  earnest  importunities  and  as- 
surances of  a liberal  reward  on  his  part.  Their  conduct  merits  our 
warmest  esteem;  and  I beg  leave  to  add,  that  I think  the  public 
will  do  well  to  make  them  a handsome  gratuity.  They  have  pre- 
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vented  in  all  probability  our  suffering  one  of  the  severest  strokes 
that  could  have  been  meditated  against  us.  Their  names  are  John 
Paulding,  David  Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wart.” 

On  November  3,  1780,  Congress  adopted  the  following  resolu- 


“ Whereas  Congress  have  received  information  that  John  Pauld- 
ing, David  Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wert,  three  young  volunteer 


OBVERSE  AND  REVERSE  OF  THE  DAVID  WILLIAMS  MEDAL,  1780. 
One  of  the  three  Congressional  Medals  awarded  to  the  captors  of  Major  Andre. 


militia  men  of  the  State  of  New  York,  did,  on  the  23d  day  of  Sep- 
tember last,  intercept  Major  John  Andre,  adjutant  general  of  the 
British  army,  on  his  return  from  the  American  lines,  in  the  char 
acter  of  a spy;  and,  notwithstanding  the  large  bribes  offered  them 
for  his  release,  nobly  disdaining  to  sacrifice  their  country  tor  the 
sake  of  gold,  secured  and  conveyed  him  to  the  commanding  othcer 
of  the  district,  whereby  the  dangerous  and  traitorous  conspiracy  o 
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Benedict  Arnold  was  brought  to  light,  the  insidious  designs  of  the 
enemy  baffled,  and  the  United  States  rescued  from  impending 
danger: 

Resolved,  That  Congress  have  a high  sense  of  the  virtuous  and 
patriotic  conduct  of  the  said  John  Paulding,  David  Williams,  and 
Isaac  Van  Wert. 

In  testimony  whereof, 

Ordered,  That  each  of  them  receive  annually,  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  200  dollars  in  specie,  or  an  equivalent  in  the  current 
money  of  these  states,  during  life;  and  that  the  Board  of  War  pro- 
cure for  each  of  them  a silver  medal,  on  one  side  of  which  shall  be 
a shield  with  this  inscription,  “Fidelity/’  and  on  the  other  the  fol- 
lowing motto,  “Vincit  amor  patriae,”  and  forward  them  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  is  requested  to  present  the  same,  with 
a copy  of  this  resolution,  and  the  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  fidel- 
ity and  the  eminent  service  they  have  rendered  their  country.” 

John  Paulding  in  1817  stated  “that  the  medals  given  to  him, 
Van  Wart  and  Williams,  by  Congress,  were  presented  to  them  by 
General  Washington,  when  the  army  was  encamped  at  Verplanck’s 
Point,  and  that  they  on  the  occasion  dined  at  his  table.” 

The  New  York  Historical  Society  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of 
two  of  these  three  medals;  that  given  to  David  Williams  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  by  Mrs.  Eugene  A.  Hoffman  and  the  John 
Paulding  medal  was  presented  by  his  grandson,  James  Paulding. 

The  Society  also  possesses  the  gold  watch  worn  by  Judge 
Advocate  John  Lawrance,  who  presided  at  the  trial  by  Court 
Martial  of  Major  Andre,  presented  by  J.  L.  and  G.  C.  McWhorter, 
Jan.  5,  1886. 


44 


THE  N E W - 


YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


THE  BRITISH  ARMY  BUTTON  IN  THE 
AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 

By  William  L.  Calver 
Part  II 

A remarkable  feature  of  the  discoveries  of  British  regimental 
buttons  in  our  Revolutionary  Camps  is  the  certainty  that  they  will 
appear  where  ordinary  camp  refuse  abounds.  The  worn-out,  or 
out-of-style  garments  with  their  metallic  buttons  went  to  the  dumps 
along  with  the  worse-for-wear  shoes  with  their  fancy  buckles,  the 
damaged  accoutrements  with  their  buckles  and  badges,  the  empty 
rum  bottles,  the  broken  crockery,  the  meat-bones,  and  the  oyster 
shells . 

Not  infrequently  we  have  found  the  numbered  buttons  about 
hearths  of  the  dugout  huts  where,  evidently,  before  quitting  their 
shelters  the  British  soldiers  had  burned  their  infected  regimentals. 

Prodding  the  grassy  hillside  with  our  steel  sounding  rod  we 
locate  the  ancient  refuse  pits,  or  come  upon  the  stone  fire-places  of 
the  huts.  Sifting  the  soil,  or  ashes,  we  recover  a great  variety  ot 
discarded  objects;  but  most  of  all  we  rejoice  when  inscribed  but- 
tons come  to  light.  Not  often  are  the  buttons  in  perfect  condition; 
but  we  are  repaid  for  our  exertions  if  we  are  able  to  decipher  and 
place  on  record  a tasteful  eighteenth  century  design 

The  camp  at  Prescott  Avenue  is  “the  green  hillside  within 
Kingsbridge,”  appointed  as  the  camping  place  for  the  2nd  Batal- 
lion  of  the  71st  Highlanders  in  November,  1776. 

Within  this  camp  we  located,  and  excavated,  nearly  fourscore 
huts,  and  in  the  greater  number  of  these  we  found  buttons  bear- 
ing regimental  numbers.  These  buttons  represent  a long  list  ot 
British  regular  regiments,  as  well  as  some  few  Provincial  Corps. 

Occasionally  a dug-out  hut  would  abound  with  refuse— to  such 
an  extent  in  fact  that  it  was  evident  that  after  its  abandonment  as 
a domicile  it  had  been  utilized  as  a ready  made  receptacle  tor 
whatever  material  the  soldiery  wished  to  discard.  In  one  such 
prolific  hut  we  found  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  buttons. 
A few  of  these  were  officers’  buttons  of  the  17th  foot,  in  good  con- 
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Plate  XII 

Private  soldiers’  buttons  of  British  regiments.  Specimens  No.  5 and  No.  11  found  on  Constitution  Island, 
Hudson  River,  at  West  Point.  No.  6 and  No.  13  found  at  Fort  Erie.  No.  7 found  at  Saratoga.  The  others 
found  in  camps  in  New  York  City. 
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dition,  but  the  greater  number  were  private  soldiers’  buttons  in 

the  last  stages  of  decay.  , , „ 

In  a view  of  the  north  end  of  “York  Island  made  by  Von 
Krafft,  a young  Hessian  officer,  in  1779,  several  hut  camps  are 
shown.  The  camp  at  Prescott  Avenue  is  designated  Lamp  ot 
the  17th  Regiment”;  and  while  it  is  evident,  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  17th  buttons  found  that  this  corps  was  stationed  for  a con- 
siderable period  upon  the  ground,  many  other  regiments  resorted 
to  the  camp  and  left  their  buttons  there.  Buttons  of  the  57th 
regiment  abound  at  Prescott  Avenue,  and  as  this  regiment  spent 
much  time  “under  canvas”  in  New  York  its  buttons  are  found  in 


every  important  camp  hereabouts. 

The  71st  regiment  we  have  already  referred  to  as  being  at  the 
17th  camp.  Many  71st  privates’  buttons  have  been  sifted  out  of 
the  soil  at  Prescott  Avenue— yet  few  specimens  come  out  in  good 
condition.  One  officer’s  button  of  the  71st  was  found  and  it  is 


shown  on  plate  IX. 

Conspicuous  among  the  finds  made  at  Prescott  Ave.  were  a 
dozen  buttons  of  the  52nd  regiment,  which  had  been  strung  on  a 
cord  and  had  fallen  in  a cluster  beside  the  most  norther  y hearth 
along  the  avenue.  The  iron  shanks  of  these  buttons,  as  aligned  by 
the  cord,  had  rusted  together  and  are  shown  as  found  in  plate  XIX. 

Other  finds  of  special  interest  made  in  the  17th  regiment  camp 
are  the  privates’  buttons  of  the  27th  regiment  showing  thus  early 
the  Castle,  and  bearing  the  familiar  name  “Enniskillen  ; and  of- 
ficers’ buttons  of  the  marines, — see  No.  2 and  No.  5,  plate  XX. 
Lack  of  space  forbids  our  setting  forth  in  detail  all  the  button  finds 
made  in  the  17th  Camp,  as  it  does  also  our  finds  in  other  important 
camps;  but  we  purpose  publishing  a table  which  will  show  at  a 
glance  the  several  old  camps  and  the  regimental  buttons  they 


have  yielded. 

Thirty  years  ago,  and  up  until  quite  a recent  date,  the  camp 
site  at  Fort  George  yielded  many  British  buttons.  They  came  to 
light  from  time  to  time  in  a truck  garden  at  the  junction  of  the 
present  Audubon  Avenue,  and  192nd  street.  After  the  site  was 
abandoned  by  the  gardener,  about  eight  years  ago,  the  writer  and 
several  of  his  friends  operated  there  and  discovered  that  below 
the  plowline  there  still  remained  much  undisturbed  refuse  ot  the 


QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 


47 


Plate  XIII 

Private  soldiers’  buttons  of  British  regiments.  Specimens  No.  i,  No.  6,  and  No.  io  found  at  Somerville, 
Mass.  No.  2 and  No.  12  found  at  Fort  Erie.  All  other  specimens  found  in  camps  in  New  York  City. 
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Fort  George  Camp.  Many  buttons  were  recovered,  but  owing  to 
the  dampness  of  the  soil,  as  well  as  to  the  action  of  fertilizers  used 
in  tillage  of  the  ground,  very  few  specimens  were  found  to  be  in 
even  a fair  condition.  We  secured,  however,  the  fine  example  of 
the  63rd  private  shown  as  No.  11,  on  plate  XV.  There  were  found 
also  at  that  time  very  poor  specimens  of  buttons  of  the  23rd  the 
“Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers,”  such  as  is  shown  as  No.  16,  on  plate 
XVII.  The  photograph  was  made  from  a button  of  a later  period, 
but  the  old  die,  apparently,  remained  in  use  for  the  space  of  forty 
years  or  more. 

About  twenty  years  ago  there  were  found  at  Fort  Tryon,  along 
Fort  Washington  Avenue,  very  fine  specimens  of  privates’  buttons 
of  the  17th;  the  57th;  and  the  74th  regiments,  see  No.  14,  plate 
XII;  No.  5,  plate  XX;  and  No.  2,  plate  XVI. 

All  of  the  buttons  shown  on  plate  XVI  are  of  Scottish  regi- 
ments raised  in  1775,  >6,  and  ’77.  The  first  three  are  of  “High- 
land” regiments  and  were  known  as  Frasers  ; Argyle  ; and 
“Macdonalds.”;  respectively.  Specimens  No.  4 and  No.  5,  plate 
XVI,  are  of  the  “Royal  Edinburgh  Volunteers,”  No.  6,  plate  XVI 
is  of  82nd  regiment  which  we  find  mentioned  as  the  Edinburgh 
Regiment.”  No.  7 on  the  same  plate  is  of  the  84th  regiment  known 
originally  as  the  “Royal  Highland  Emigrants.”  This  corps  was 
raised  in  1775,  apparently  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  to 
some  extent  possibly  in  the  state  of  New  York.  It  received  its 
numerical  title,  the  “84th,”  in  1778,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 
appointed  its  Colonel  in  Chief.  The  first  six  buttons  on  plate  XVI 
were  found  in  camps  on  Manhattan  Island.  Specimen  No.  7 
that  of  the  84th  regiment,  was  found  on  Carleton  s Island;  as  was 
also  No.  8 which  is  supposed  to  be  of  the  above  corps.  The  smaller 
button  of  the  84th  shown  as  No.  26,  on  plate  XVIII,  was  found  at 
Fort  George  on  the  Niagara  River. 

British  regimental  buttons  are  found  associated  with  American 
uniform  buttons  on  the  various  Revolutionary  sites  at  West  Point 
or  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  On  Constitution  Island  there  came 
to  light  buttons  of  the  7th;  16th;  40th;  and  59^  regiments, 
while  at  the  West  Point  redoubts  there  were  recovered  specimens 
of  the  15th;  20th;  28th;  35th;  44th;  49th;  and  60th  regiments. 
These  were  all  private  soldiers’  buttons;  but  at  Redoubt  No.  4 
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Private  soldiers’  buttons  of  British  regiments.  Specimen  No.  15  found  at  Saratoga.  No.  16  found  at  Foit 
Erie.  All  other  specimens  found  in  camps  in  New  York  City. 
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two  remarkable  finds  were  made,  consisting  of  leaden  copies— evi- 
dently  of  American  manufacture — of  the  officers’  buttons  ol  the 
57th  and  64th  British  regiments.  Mention  is  made  of  British  pris- 
oners at  West  Point  in  1778,  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  destitute 
New  England  troops  wore  captured  British  uniforms— even  undyed, 
and  with  the  original  buttons  upon  them. 

Naturally  along  the  route  of  Burgoyne’s  Army  various  regi- 
mental buttons  turn  up,  yet  Burgoyne’s  forces  are  well  represented 
in  the  buttons  from  Fort  Erie  where  detachments  were  probably 
stationed,  and  thereby  escaped  the  fate  of  the  main  army.  n 
the  year  1902  an  important  discovery  of  British  buttons  was  made 
at  Somerville,  Mass.,  by  Mr.  George  O.  W.  Servis,  the  city  engineer, 
while  engaged  in  grading  Prospect  Hill  Park,  where  the  Conven- 
tion troops”  had  remained  in  camp  in  Massachusetts  until  Novem- 
ber, 1778,  when  they  began  their  long  jaunt  southward,  arriving 
at  Charlottesville,  Virginia  early  in  the  following  year.  Mr.  aervis 
finds  have  a value  in  fixing  the  date  of  British  buttons  of  like 
numbers  and  designs  found  on  other  sites.  At  Somerville,  r. 
Servis  secured  officers’  buttons  of  the  II  Horse;  of  the  6th,  and 
the  20th  foot,  as  well  as  the  “Royal  Irish  Artillery.  Of  privates 
buttons  from  Somerville  we  note  specimens  of  the  9th,  20th,  24th’ 
21st,  and  53rd  regiments.  During  the  summer  of  1910  we  found 
the  numbered  buttons  of  a dozen  regiments  at  Kingsbridge,  within 
the  British  Military  work  known  as  “Fort  No.  4.”  This  work  was 
demolished  by  the  British  September  18th,  1779-  The  buttons  were 
all  found  within  the  quadrangular  earthwork  and  were  of  the  fol- 
lowing regiments:  4th,  10th,  17th,  24th,  26th,  28th,  44th,  52nd, 

54th,  57th,  64th,  and  71st,  and  the  designs  on  these  specimens  were 
such  as  are  shown  on  the  regimental  buttons  on  plates  XV II  and 

Throughout  the  field  seasons  of  1909,  10,  11  and  12  the  writer 
and  his  friends  operated  along  the  line  of  Bennett  Avenue,  just 
north  of  181st  Street,  and  within  the  area  between  Bennett  Avenue 
and  Broadway,  where  there  had  been  a dumping  place  for  refuse 
from  a barracks,  or  the  hut  camp,  at  Fort  Washington.  Much  of 
the  ground  on  the  westerly  side  of  Broadway  at  that  point  was  low, 
and  at  all  times  the  soil  was  wet;  consequently  few  of  the  many 
buttons  recovered  were  well  preserved.  These  were,  however, 
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Plate  XV 

Private  soldiers  buttons  of  British  regiments.  Specimen  No.  7 found  at  West  Point;  and  similar  specimens 
were  found  at  Fort  Erie.  No.  8 from  Ticonderoga.  No.  9 and  No.  13  from  Fort  Erie.  No.  14  found  in  ruins  of 
the  North  Dutch  Church,  demolished,  1876,  William  Street,  corner  of  Fulton  and  Ann  Streets.  All  the  other 
specimens  found  in  camps  in  New  York  City. 


52 


THE  NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


amongst  the  lot  some  very  interesting  specimens— such  for  instance 
as  the  officers’ of  the  9th,  33rd,  38th,  45th,  and  57th  regiments; 
and  very  good  specimens  of  privates’  buttons  of  the  28th,  45th, 
and  82nd  regiments.  Through  the  spring  and  summer  of  1922 
the  Field  Exploration  Committee  of  the  New  York  Historical  So- 
ciety labored  upon  the  site  of  a large  dump,  or  series  of  refuse  pits, 


Plate  XVI 

Private  soldiers’  buttons  of  Scottish  regiments.  Specimens  No.  7 and  No.  8 from  Carleton’s  Island.  All 
other  specimens  found  in  camps  in  New  York  City. 

at  Pinehurst  Ave.  and  183rd  street,  where  these  streets  were  being 
graded  west  of  Fort  Washington  Avenue,  and  quite  near  to  the 
original  lines  of  the  fort.  In  the  course  of  the  season  about  five 
hundred  buttons  were  recovered.  These  were  representative  of  fif- 
teen British  regiments,  which  had  apparently  manned  Fort  Wash- 
ington after  its  capture  in  1776,  an(^  down  to  the  final  evacuation 
in  1781.  The  officers’  buttons  found  at  this  point  were  of  the 
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Plate  XVII 

Private  soldiers’  buttons  of  British  legiments.  Specimens  No.  3,  No.  ri,  No.  22,  No.  23,  and  No.  25  from 
Fort  Erie.  No.  4 and  No.  12  from  camp  of  Burgoyne’s  Army,  at  Somerville,  Mass.  All  the  other  specimens  from 
British  camp  in  New  York  City. 
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Plate  XVIII 

Private  soldiers’  buttons  (small  type)  of  British  regiments.  Specimen  No.  26  found  at  Fort  George,  Niagara 
River.  No.  28  shows  back  of  private  soldiers’  buttons.  With  exception  cf  No.  26  all  specimens  werejound  in 
camps  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
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30th,  38th,  49th,  and  57th  regiments.  The  private  soldiers’  but- 
tons were  of  regiments  enumerated  in  the  footnote  on  this  page. 

A great  mass  of  material,  military  and  otherwise,  was  found 
during  the  season  of  1922  at  Fort  Washington;  and  while  it  all  has 
historical  value  the  keener  interest  centers  around  the  inscribed 
buttons  as  picturing  the  personnel  of  the  fort  during  its  long  occu- 
pancy by  the  enemy. 

Working  through  several  seasons,  in  recent  years,  along  the 
hillside  near  the  British  fort  at  Richmond,  Staten  Island,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Field  Exploration  Committee  uncovered  an  extensive 
deposit  of  refuse  from  the  British  camp  which  had  existed  as  an 
adjunct  to  the  fort.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  button  seekers 


Plate  XIX 

Twelve  private  soldiers’  buttons  which  had  been  strung  upon  a cord,  and  fallen  beside  the  hearth,  were 
ound  in  a dugout  hut  in  the  British  camp  at  Prescott  Avenue.  The  iron  shanks  of  the  buttons  as  aligned  by  tfie 
cord  had  rusted  together  as  shown  in  figure  No.  i.  The  buttons  pertain  to  the  52nd  regiment  of  foot. 


the  site  was  ideal, — in  its  seclusion,  but  the  natural  conditions 
rendered  digging  operations  extremely  difficult  at  times.  At  some 
points  there  were  briars,  at  others  brush,  while  everywhere  there 
was  poison  ivy.  Probably  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  buttons  were 
recovered  at  Richmond  in  the  course  of  our  work,  yet  only  a few 
hundred  had  well  survived  their  long  burial.  Some  chemical  prop- 
erties of  the  woodland  soil  had  proved  fatal  to  the  pewter  buttons; 
but  the  officers’  buttons,  such  as  were  found,  had  not  suffered 


Note.  — Privates’  buttons  from  Fort  Washington:  17th,  22nd,  26th,  33rd,  38th, 

42nd,  46th,  47th,  52nd,  57th,  64th,  74th,  80th  regiments — and  of  the  marines. 
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greatly.  The  long  list  of  privates’  buttons  from  Richmond  are 
shown  in  the  footnote.  The  officers’  buttons  recovered  were  of 
the  22nd,  33rd,  37th,  46th,  and  47th  regiments. 

In  this  record  of  buttons  found  additional  space  can  only  be 
spared  for  portrayal  of  the  specimens  themselves.  We  cannot 
treat  at  all  on  the  services  of  the  various  corps  represented  in  our 
finds.  A glance  at  the  plates  reveals  some  famous  regiments— their 
names  are  household  words.  Other  corps  though  conspicuous  in 


their  day  are  now  quite  forgotten.  We  might  truly  say,  perhaps, 
that  the  buttons  are  the  last  tangible  reminders  of  their  one-time 
existence. 

Happily  no  confusion  arises  as  to  the  identity  of  our  specimens, 
where  American,  and  British,  French,  or  Hessian,  soldiery  were  in 


4 


Plate  XX 


Coldstream  Cuards;  3rd  uuaras;  ana  u c lunumi.g  a aa th 

2 1 st,  22nd,  23rd,  24th,  26th,  28th,  29th,  32nd,  33rd,  37th,  40th,  42nd,  43rd,  44th, 
49th,  50th,  52nd,  55th,  57th,  62nd,  64th,  and  71st. 
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such  close  touch  with  each  other.  The  British  type  is  distinct  from 
all  others  > the  American  buttons  are  easily  distinguished  by  their 
crudeness;  the  Hessian  buttons  bore  no  numbers  or  inscriptions  of 
any  sort,  while  the  French  at  no  time  occupied  the  grounds  which 
yield  our  specimens.  Nor  were  the  sites  on  which  we  operate  oc- 
cupied by  troops  at  any  time  previous  to,  or  subsequent  to,  the 
Revolution.  A final  word  as  to  means  of  ascribing  dates  to  old 
buttons  of  the  British  army — and  that  is  by  makers’  names.  No 
makers’  names  appeared  upon  the  backs  of  the  buttons  until  about 
the  close  of  the  18th  century.  After  that  the  practice  became 
quite  universal. 


Plate  XXI 

Pewter  buttons  of  British  marines.  Buttons  of  this  type  are  found  in  the  several  British  camps  in  New 
York  City. 

We  have  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  sources  from  which  these 
buttons  were  derived;  for  none  but  the  most  careless — we  take  it — 
would  ignore  their  provenance  in  the  presentation  of  such  an  accu- 
mulation as  we  submit  herewith.  To  possess  such  a collection  as 
our  society  is  able  to  display  is  something,  but  to  have  the  “ story” 
of  every  individual  specimen  is  of  inestimable  importance. 

The  average  reader  of  this  paper  will  probably  regard  the  dis- 
play of  specimens  only  as  historical  mementoes,  valuable  as  estab- 
lishing the  presence  of  this  or  that  regiment  here,  or  there,  or  as 
tangible  proofs  that  certain  corps  had  a real  existence.  To  the 
student  of  eighteenth  century  military  equipment  our  finds  will 
prove  of  interest  from  several  points  of  view,  while  by  the  present 
members  of  the  older  British  military  organizations  these  little 
souvenirs  will  doubtless  be  regarded  as  “a  joy  forever.” 
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In  this  exhibit  we  have  seen  fit  to  include  the  buttons  of  the 
marines,  found  in  the  Revolutionary  camps.  Such  specimens  are 
not  plentiful;  each  of  the  important  camps  mentioned  have  con- 
tributed only  a specimen  or  two.  Plate  XX  shows  the  officers’ 
buttons  of  the  Marines;  and  dealing  with  No.  I on  this  plate  we 
would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  while  the  design  upon  this 
specimen  is  almost  identical  with  that  upon  specimen  No.  19,  on 
plate  IV  of  Captain  Bottet’s  work  on  the  French  buttons,  there  is 
a variation  in  the  anchor  which  establishes  our  button  as  being  of 
British  origin.  The  specimen  in  question  is  from  the  camp  at 
Richmond,  Staten  Island;  and  from  the  same  camp  came  specir 


Plate  XXII 

Officer’s  button  of  the  48th  regiment,  found  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

men  No.  3,  on  plate  XX.  This  type  is  unique  in  having  a fouled 
anchor  with  chain,  instead  of  the  familiar  rope  cable.  We  would 
add  also  that  No.  3 is  a flat,  one  piece,  solid,  bronze  button,  while 
the  other  specimens  have  bone  backs  like  the  officers  buttons  of 

the  army.  . . 

The  reader  will  note  that  the  cable  border  was  a favorite  deco- 
ration on  private  soldiers’  buttons,  and  that  it  appears  only  upon 
the  officer’s  button  of  the  45th  regiment.  So  too,  while  the  broken 
circle  is  common  upon  the  privates  button  it  occurs  in  one  in- 
stance only  upon  the  officers’ — note  No.  14?  on  plate  X.  The 
broken  circle  came  into  use  with  the  French  in  1762,  and  was  em- 
ployed on  the  French  buttons — in  one  form  or  another  for  a long 
period.  By  the  British  it  was  used  in  some  instances  down  until 
1881,  or  so  long  as  numbered  buttons  were  worn  by  the  army. 
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WEATHER  VANE 

Formerly  on  top  of  the  “Stadt  Huys,”  Pearl  St.  and  Coenties  Slip,  erected  1642.  Demolished  1700.  This 
Vane  was  presented  to  the  St.  Nicholas  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  1848  by  Washington  Irving,  who  had 
it  on  his  house  at  Sunnyside  for  some  years,  and  is  now  deposited  with  The  New  York  Historical  Society. 
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NOTES 

At  a meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  on  May  15, 
1923,  Mr.  William  Rhinelander  Stewart  was  unanimously  elected 
Recording  Secretary  of  the  Society  to  serve  the  unexpired  term 
ending  January  5,  1926,  of  the  late  Stuyvesant  Fish. 

On  May  23,  1923,  Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton,  Secretary  of 
the  Field  Exploration  Committee,  gave  an  address  entitled  “His- 
torical Explorations  in  and  Around  New  York”  at  the  broadcast- 
ing station  W.  E.  A.  F.  of  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company,  describing  the  work  of  the  Society’s  Field  Exploration 
Committee,  to  an  audience  it  is  reported  that  might  have  exceeded 
one  hundred  thousand  in  number. 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Miss  Grace  Schuyler  de  Luze,  Miss 
Fanny  Ogden  and  Mr.  Louis  P.  de  Luze  for  the  gift  of  the  follow- 
ing Schuyler  family  relics  which  have  been  added  to  the  collection 
of  the  Schuyler  familv  heirlooms  on  exhibition  in  The  Henry  Dex- 
ter Hall: 

Indian  Medal  given  to  Major  General  Philip  Schuyler  (i733“ 
1804)  by  one  of  the  last  of  the  Mohawk  Indian  Chiefs.  It  was 
presented  to  them  by  the  Provincial  Government  of  New  York 
in  1750  as  a reward  for  bravery  in  the  French  and  English 
Wars  begun  in  1745. 

Gold  Watch,  made  by  Green  of  London,  1763-4,  pistol, 
spurs,  flint,  and  compass  needle  belonging  to  Major  General 
Philip  Schuyler,  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Sword,  hat,  and  epaulets  worn  by  Philip  Schuyler  (1788- 
1865)  when  Consul  to  Liverpool  under  President  Martin  \ an 
Buren. 

Gold  Watch  of  Van  Rensselaer  Schuyler,  third  son  of  Major 
General  Philip  Schuyler,  and  later  used  by  John  Schuyler 

(1829-1895). 
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The  Executive  Committee  on  March  20,  1923,  adopted  the 
following  resolutions: 

RESOLVED,  That  The  New  York  Historical  Society  place 
itself  on  record  as  being  opposed  to  the  destruction  of  High 
Bridge  and  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Society,  that  this  artistic 
and  historic  structure  should  de  preserved. 

RESOLVED,  That  Dr.  George  F.  Kunz  be  appointed  to 
represent  the  Society  on  all  occasions  at  which  this  matter  may 
be  the  subject  of  discussion. 

Mrs.  Fanny  F.  Clarke  presented  two  large  oil  portraits  of  Ge- 
rardus (1723-1797)  and  Annie  Rapelje  (1733-1789)  his  wife,  painted 
by  Benjamin  West. 

Mrs.  John  J.  Stephens,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  presented  two 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  volumes  and  fifteen  pamphlets  relating 
to  the  history  of  New  York,  together  with  one  hundred  and  nine 
portfolio  scrap  book  volumes  relating  to  the  history  of  the  State 
and  City  of  New  York,  collected  and  arranged  by  the  late  John  J. 
Stephens,  to  which  he  devoted  many  years;  as  well  as  a card  index 
of  historical  events  throughout  the  State. 

The  Society  received  from  Mr.  J.  Weiss  a rare  panorama  view 
of  Broadway,  1853,  drawn  by  J.  Wade  and  engraved  by  H. 
Bricher,  colored  lithograph,  ic/4"  x iV',  showing  the  west  side  of 
Broadway  from  the  Astor  House  to  Reade  Street. 

The  Minutes  of  Christ’s  Church  of  Rye,  N.  Y.,  1710-1795,  was 
deposited  with  the  Society  by  the  Vestry  of  that  Church,  together 
with  a photostat  copy  of  the  same  for  consultation. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Heartman  presented  ninety-one  miscellaneous 
manuscripts  dated  1772-1828,  consisting  of  letters,  bills,  accounts 
and  receipts  of  New  York  persons. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Savage  presented  a silver  cake  beating  spoon  made 
by  Taylor  £5?  Hinsdale,  working  in  New  York,  1904-1829. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  June  19,  1923,  Mrs. 
Caroline  Williams  was  appointed  Honorary  Curator  of  the  Egyptian 
Department  of  the  Society. 
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MEMBERS  ELECTED 


Life 


Miss  Grace  Schuyler  de  Luze 
Miss  Fanny  Ogden 


Louis  P.  de  Luze 
Mrs.  Fanny  F.  Clarke 


Mrs.  Caroline  Williams 


Annual 


Walter  Hart  Blumenthal 


Charles  L.  Weiher,  M.D. 


NECROLOGY 


Mrs.  Sarah  Morris  Fish  Webster,  a life  member  since  1911,  died 
at  Newport,  R.  I.,  February  16th,  1923,  in  the  88th  year  of  her  age. 

Frederick  Potter,  a member  since  1902,  died  March  28,  I923 
Ossining,  N.  Y.,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age. 

Wilber  A.  Bloodgood,  a member  since  1922,  died  April  6,  1923. 

Stuyvesant  Fish,  a life  member  since  1875  and  Recording  Sec- 
retary since  December  18,  1917?  died  April  10,  I923>  m the  72^ 
year  of  his  age. 

Gilbert  Ray  Hawes,  a life  member  since  1895,  died  April  15, 
1923,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

Macgrane  Coxe,  a life  member  since  1898,  died  April  20,  1923, 
in  the  64th  year  of  his  age. 

John  J.  Hopper,  a member  since  1921,  died  May  16,  1923,  in  the 
69th  year  of  his  age. 

David  Webster,  M.D.,  a life  member  since  1889,  died  May  26, 
1923,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age. 

George  William  Nash,  M.D.,  a life  member  since  1916,  died 
at  “Edgewood”  Charles  City  County,  Virginia,  on  April  13  1923, 
in  the  69th  year  of  his  age. 
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AMERICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  DIARIES 

ALSO 

Journals,  Narratives,  Autobiographies,  Reminiscences 
and  Personal  Memoirs 

CATALOGUED  AND  DESCRIBED  WITH  AN 

Index  of  Places  and  Events 

By  William  S.  Thomas,  M.D. 

VI 


Index  to  American  Revolutionary  Diaries 


AFLOAT 

Adams,  Barney,  Bennett,  Besom, 
Blatchford,  Boardman,  T.,  Coffin, 
Connor,  Cook,  Dearborn,  Dring, 
Drowne,  S.,  Drowne,  W.,  Fairbanks, 
Fanning,  Fisher,  E.,  Foot,  Fox, 
Green,  Hagan,  Hanford,  Hawkins, 
Henry,  Jennison,  Lempriere,  Massa- 
chusetts, Matthewman,  Meigs,  Naval, 
Nice,  Nichols,  Ogden,  Perry,  Phil- 
brook,  Potter,  Privateer,  Sherburne, 
Smith,  S.,  Stone,  Thayer,  Vail,  Van 
Dyk,  Ware,  Watson,  Wells,  Wood- 
ruff, O. 

ALBANY,  N.  Y.:  see  New  York  State. 
Barr,  Greenleaf,  Libbey,  Livingston, 
McKendry,  Vail 

ALLEGHENY  CAMPAIGN 
Brodhead 

AMBOY,  N.  J. 

Loxley,  Nash,  Van  Dyck 

ANDRE,  see  Tappan,  N.  Y. 

AT  SEA:  see  Afloat 

BAGADUCE:  see  Penobscot 

BELGIUM 

Watson 

BLOOMING  GROVE,  N.  Y. 

Halsey,  Ramsey 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

Newall,  Pynchon,  Rowe,  Trumbull, 
J.,  Vail,  Wild 

BOSTON,  MASS.,  SIEGE  OF 
Adams,  Avery,  Baldwin,  Bangs,  Bar- 
ber, Belknap,  Bixby,  Boardman,  B., 
Boston,  Boynton,  Burnham,  Clap, 
Clarke,  Cooper,  Craft,  Deming, 
Dudley,  Edes,  Farnsworth,  Fisher, 
Fitch,  J.,  Gordon,  Haskell,  Hawes, 
How,  Ingalls,  Kettell,  Leach,  Lunt, 
Lyman,  McClure,  McCurtin,  Morgan, 
Nash,  Maxwell,  Meriam,  Newall, 
Parker,  J.,  Price,  Revere,  Richards, 
Rowe,  Sewall,  Shaw,  Smith,  H., 
Stevens,  J.,  Storrs,  Stratford,  Sturti- 
vant,  Thompson,  Trumbull,  J.,  War- 
ren, Webb,  S.  B. 

BOUND  BROOK,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 
Baldwin,  J. 

BRAINTREE,  MASS. 

Miller 

BRANDYWINE,  PA. 

Anderson,  E.,  Beatty,  W.,  Ogden, 
Van  Dyk 

BUNKER  HILL,  MASS.:  see  Siege 
of  Boston,  Mass. 

Boynton,  Bunker  Hill,  Kettell,  Mors- 
man,  Potter,  Storrs,  Trumbull,  J. 
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BURGOYNE  CAMPAIGN:  see  New 
York  State 

Baldwin,  J.,  Blake,  Boardman,  O., 
Burnham,  Cross,  Dearborn,  Fisher, 
E.,  Fitch,  Fletcher,  Greenleaf,  Hitch- 
cock, Hughes,  Libbey,  Maxwell,  Rice, 
Smith,  H.,  Squier,  Van  Cortlandt, 
Warren,  Webb,  E.,  Wild,  Woodruff, 
S. 

BURLINGTON,  N.  J. 

Craft,  Morris 

BUSHNELL’S  TORPEDO 
Lee,  E. 

CAMBRIDGE,  MASS.:  see  Boston, 
Siege  of 

Dudley,  Clap,  Parker,  J.,  Shaw, 
Williams 

CANADA 

Allen,  E.,  Fletcher,  Freeman,  Jeffrey, 
Livingston,  H.,  Melvin,  Porter,  Segar, 
Stone,  E.,  Thayer,  Waddell,  Walker, 
Yest 

CANADA,  ARNOLD’S  EXPEDI- 
TION: see  Quebec  Expedition 

under  Arnold 

CANADA  EXPEDITION  OF  1776 
Allen,  E.,  Baldwin,  J.,  Burton,  Car- 
roll,  Cushing,  Elmer,  Hill,  Ingalls, 
Irvine,  Maxwell,  Porter,  Robbins, 
Shreve,  Stevens,  B.,  Stevens,  E., 
Trumbull,  J.,  Tuttle,  Vose,  Wells 

CANADA  EXPEDITION  UNDER 
MONTGOMERY,  1775 
Barlow,  Canada  Expedition,  Dear- 
born, Livingston,  Ritzema,  Trumbull, 
Wells 

CARLISLE,  PA. 

Hendricks 

CHAMPLAIN,  LAKE 
Stone,  E.,  Wells 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.:  see  Southern 
States 

Baldwin,  S.,  Boardman,  T.,  Kirk- 
wood, Lincoln,  Lincoln  2,  Russell, 
Sherburne,  Tennent 


CHATHAM,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 
Tallmadge,  Van  Dyk 

CHERRY  VALLEY,  N.  Y. 

Ferguson,  Maxwell,  McKendry,  War- 
ren 

CONCORD,  MASS.:  see  Lexington 

alarm 

CONGRESS,  CONTINENTAL 
Adams,  Boudinot,  Ellery,  Fell,  Hol- 
ton, Ritzema,  Smith,  R.,  Ward 

CONNECTICUT 

Angell,  Avery,  Bailey,  Barlow,  Barr, 
Beers,  Blake,  Boardman,  0.,  Board- 
man,  T.,  Buell,  Corbett,  Dearborn, 
Ellery,  Fisher,  E.,  Fisher,  J.,  Free- 
man/ Gallup,  Hanford,  Hempstead, 
Hertell,  Joselin,  Libbey,  Lyman, 
Martin,  McCurtin,  Rathbun,  Rich- 
ards, Stevens,  B.,  Stimson,  Tall- 
madge, Trumbull,  J.,  Vail,  Watson, 
Webb,  S.  B.,  Wells,  Wild,  Wright 

CONTINENTAL  NAVY:  see  Afloat 

DELAWARE 

Anderson,  E.,  Anderson,  T.,  Beatty, 
W.,  Kirkwood,  McComb,  McMichael, 
Miles,  Rodney,  Seymour,  Wild 

DETROIT 

Dodge 

DIGHTON,  MASS. 

Ellery 

DOVER,  DEL. 

Anderson,  E. 

DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  N.  Y. 

Barr,  Clark,  J.,  Leggett,  Lincoln, 
TenBroeck 

EASTON,  PA.:  see  Sullivan’s  Indian 
Expedition 

ELIZABETH  (TOWN),  N.  J. : see  N.  J. 
Martin,  Ogden,  Roberts,  Shute,  Van 
Dyk 

ENGLAND 

Adams,  Connor,  Foot,  Potter,  Sher- 
burne, Trumbull,  J.,  Vail,  Watson 
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EUROPE 

Deane 

FAIRFIELD,  CONN. 

Richards 

FALMOUTH,  N.  H.  (now  Portsmouth) 
Sturdivant 

FISHKILL,  N.  Y.:  see  Hudson  River 
region,  N.  Y. 

Halsey,  Nash,  Ramsey,  Sewall 

FORT  ALDEN,  N.  Y. 

McKendry 

FORT  GRISWOLD,  CONN. 

Avery,  Bailey,  Hempstead,  Hertell, 
Rathbun 

FORT  JOHNSON,  S.  C. 

Elliott 

FORT  LEE,  N.  J. 

McClellan 

FORT  MONTGOMERY,  N.  Y.:  see 
Hudson  Highlands 
Bevier,  Leggett,  Richards 

FORT  SCHUYLER,  N.  Y. 

Schuyler,  Fort 

FORT  WASHINGTON,  N.  Y. 
Leggett,  Perry,  Woodruff 

FORTY  FORT,  PA. 

Myers 

FRANCE 

Adams,  Austin,  Deane,  Trumbull,  J., 
Vail,  Watson 

FREDERICKSBURGH  (now  Pater- 
son), N.  Y. 

Baldwin,  J.,  Clark,  Van  Dyk 

FREDERICKSTOWN  (now  Fred- 
ericksburgh),  Md. 

McCurtin 

FRENCH  CAMP 
Richards 


GENERAL  DIARIES  AND  AC- 
COUNTS OF  THE  REVOLU- 
TIONARY WAR 

Boudinot,  Dewees,  Duponceau, 
Heath,  Lafayette,  Morse,  J.,  Moul- 
trie, Richards,  Stiles,  E.,  Washington, 
Watson,  Wilkinson 

GENESSEE  RIVER 
Grant,  T. 

GERMANTOWN,  PA. 

Anderson,  E.,  Beatty,  W.,  Howard, 
Muhlenberg,  Van  Dyk 

GROTON,  MASS. 

Farnsworth 

GUILFORD,  N.  C.:  see  N.  C. 

Tucker 

GWYNEDD,  PA. 

Wistar 

HARLEM  HEIGHTS,  N.  Y.:  see  New 
York  City  and  vicinity 
Dimock 

HARLEM  PLAINS,  N.  Y.:  see  New 
York  City  and  vicinity 
Hodgkins 

HEBRON,  PA.,  see  Hebron 
HOLLAND 

Adams,  Foot,  Trumbull,  J.,  Watson 

HUBARDTON,  VT.:  see  Burgoyne 

Campaign 

Fletcher,  Hitchcock,  Libbey,  Stone, 
E. 

HUDSON  HIGHLANDS,  N.  Y. 
Angell,  Baldwin,  J.,  Barr,  Beatty,  W., 
Beers,  Bevier,  Blake,  Broome,  Buell, 
Carroll,  Chase,  Cobb,  Cowdrey, 
Dewees,  Freeman,  Greenleaf,  Halsey, 
Heath,  Hitchcock,  Leggett,  Lent, 
Libbey,  Martin,  McKendry,  Munson, 
Nukerck,  Page,  Parker,  B.,  Penning- 
ton, Ramsey,  Richards,  Sewall, 
Smith,  H.,  Smith,  S.,  Swartwout, 
TenBroeck,  Thacher,  Tilghman, 
Trumbull,  J.,  VanCortlandt,  Wild 
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HUDSON  RIVER  REGION,  N.  Y. 
Angell,  Baldwin,  J.,  Barr,  Beatty,  W., 
Beers,  Bevier,  Blake,  Buell,  Carroll, 
Chandler,  Corbett,  Cowdrey,  Cross, 
Dearborn,  Dewees,  Freeman,  Green- 
leaf,  Halsey,  Heath,  Hull,  Joslin, 
Lent,  Libbey,  Livingston,  Martin, 
McClellan,  McKendry,  Munson, 
Nukerck,  Parker,  B.,  Pennington, 
Perry,  Ramsey,  Richards,  Sewall, 
Smith,  H.,  Swartwout,  TenBroeck, 
Thacher,  Tuttle,  VanCortlandt, 
Webb,  S.  B.,  Wild,  Williams 

ILLINOIS  CAMPAIGN 
Clark,  G.  R. 

KENTUCKY 

Trabue 

KING’S  MOUNTAIN,  N.  C. 

Vance 

KITTERY,  ME. 

Parker,  B. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY,  PA. 
McMichael 

LENOX,  MASS. 

Stone,  E. 

LEWES,  DEL. 

McMichael,  Anderson,  E. 

LEXINGTON  ALARM,  MASS. 
Boynton,  Cooper,  Farnsworth,  Har- 
rington, Haws,  Ingalls,  Litchfield, 
Maxwell,  McClure,  Parker,  J.,  Re- 
vere, Stevens,  J.,  Thompson,  Warren 

LITITZ,  PA. 

Lititz 

LLOYD’S  NECK,  N.  Y. 

Tallmadge 

LONG  ISLAND,  N.  Y. 

Barclay,  Hawkins,  Hedenburgh, 
Jennison,  Leggett,  Long  Island, 
Pintard,  Richards,  Sellers,  Tallmadge, 
Tuttle,  Vail 


LONG  ISLAND,  BATTLE  OF 
Anderson,  E.,  Atlee,  Burnham, 
Dimock,  Jennison,  Leggett,  Mc- 
Michael, Miles,  Nash,  Nice,  Richards, 
Smith,  J.,  Tallmadge 

MAINE:  see  Quebec,  Arnold’s  Expedi- 
tion; Penobscot 
Allan 

MARSHFIELD,  MASS. 

Litchfield 

MARYLAND:  see  Southern  States 
Beatty,  W.,  Cobb,  Dearborn,  Kirk- 
wood, McClellan,  McCurtin,  Sey- 
mour, Tilden,  Watson,  Wild 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Adams,  Ames,  Avery,  Baldwin,  J., 
Belknap,  Bixby,  Boardman,  B.,  Bos- 
ton, Boynton,  Bunker  Hill,  Burnham, 
Clarke,  Cooper,  Corbett,  Craft,  Cross, 
Dearborn,  Deming,  Dudley,  Edes, 
Ellery,  Fisher,  E.,  Fitch,  Farnsworth, 
Fox,  Freeman,  Harrington,  Haskell, 
Haws,  Heath,  Hitchcock,  How, 
Ingalls,  Judd,  Knox,  Kettell,  Litch- 
field, Lunt,  Lyman,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Curtin, McKendry,  Meriam,  Miller, 
Morgan,  Morsman,  Nash,  Newall, 
Parkman,  Porter,  Potter,  Price, 
Pynchon,  Revere,  Richards,  Rotch, 
Rowe,  Shaw,  Smith,  H.,  Stevens,  J., 
Stiles,  Stone,  E.,  Storrs,  Stratford, 
Sturdivant,  Thayer,  Thompson, 
Trumbull,  J.,  Warren,  Watson,  Webb, 
S.  B.,Wild,  Williams 

MASSACHUSETTS  NAVY:  see 

Afloat 

MIDDLEBROOK,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 
Halsey,  Ramsey,  Van  Dyk 

MOHAWK  VALLEY,  N.  Y. : see  New 
York 

Barr,  Ewing,  McKendry,  Tilghman 

MONMOUTH,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 

Beatty,  W.,  Blake,  Burnham,  Dear- 
born, Martin,  McHenry,  Nice,  Ogden, 
Read,  W.,  Tallmadge,  Van  Dyk, 
Wild 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY,  PA.:  see 
Pa. 

Wistar 

MORRISTOWN,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 
Campfield,  Ford,  Freeman, 
McClellan,  Munson,  Rodney,  Rich- 
ards, Van  Dyk 

MUD  ISLAND,  N.  J.  and  PA.:  see 
N.  J.  and  Pa. 

Martin 

NANTUCKET,  MASS. 

Rotch 

NAVAL:  see  Afloat 

NEW  BRIDGE,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 
McClellan 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  N.  J. 

Van  Dyk 

NEWBURGH,  N Y.:  see  N.  Y. 

Knap 

NEWBURYPORT,  MASS.:  see  Mass. 
Thayer 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
Blake,  Dearborn,  Wright 

NEW  JERSEY 

Anderson,  E.,  Angell,  Baldwin,  J., 
Bangs,  Barr,  Beatty,  E.,  Beatty,  W., 
Beers,  Berry,  Blake,  Buell,  Burnham, 
Burrowes,  Campfield,  Clark,  J.,  Cobb, 
Collins,  Corbett,  Cowdrey,  Craft, 
Dearborn,  Dewees,  Ellery,  Elmer, 
Ewing,  Fisher,  Ford,  Grant,  Green- 
leaf,  Guest,  Halsey,  How,  Jamison, 
Lee,  H.,  Loxley,  Martin,  Maxwell, 
McClellan,  McMichael,  Miles,  Morris, 
Munson,  Nash,  New  Jersey,  Nice, 
Ogden,  Peale,  Pennington,  Princeton, 
Ramsey,  Read,  W.,  Reed,  J.,  Rich- 
ards, Roberts,  A.,  Roberts,  T., 
Rodney,  Sellers,  Seymour,  Shreve, 
Shute,  Stone,  T.,  Tallmadge,  Van- 
Cortlandt,  Van  Dyk,  VanHoeven- 
bergh,  Washington,  Watson,  Wild, 
Woodruff,  O.,  Young 


NEW  LONDON,  CONN.:  see  Conn. 
Avery,  Bailey,  Bangs,  Boardman,  T., 
Hempstead,  Hertell,  Rathbun 

NEWPORT,  R.  I.:  see  R.  I. 

Newport 

NEWTOWN,  L.  I. 

Hedenburgh 

NEW  WINDSOR,  N.  Y. 

Burnet,  Dearborn,  Sewall,  TenBroeck 
Trumbull,  J. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  AND  VICINITY 
Baldwin,  J.,  Bangs,  Barlow,  Beatty, 
W.,  Beekman,  C.,  Clap,  Coffin, 
Cornelius,  Crocker,  Dearborn, 
Dimock,  Dring,  Fell,  Fisher,  E., 
Fisher,  J.,  Fitch,  J.,  Hanford,  Heath, 
Hodgkins,  How,  Jennison,  Leggett, 
Martin,  Maxwell,  McCurtin,  Mc- 
Michael, Nash,  New  York,  Nice, 
Nichols,  Parker,  Perry,  Richards, 
Schaukirk,  Smith,  H.,  Smith,  J., 
Stimson,  J.,  Stone,  T.,  Swartwout, 
Tallmadge,  Trumbull,  J.,  Tuttle, 
Vail,  Van  Dyk,  Washington,  Webb, 
S.  B.,  Withington 

NEW  YORK  STATE:  see  Burgoyne 
Campaign;  Canada  expedition 
Adams,  Allen,  E.,  Anderson,  E., 
Angell,  Atlee,  Baldwin,  J.,  Barlow, 
Barr,  Barton,  Beatty,  E.,  Beatty  W., 
Beekman,  C.,  Beekman,  T.,  Beers, 
Bevier,  Blake,  Boardman,  Broome, 
Buell,  Burnham,  Burrowes,  Burton, 
Campfield,  Chandler,  Chase,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cowdrey,  Crocker,  Crosby, 
Cross,  Cushing,  Davis,  Dearborn, 
Dewees,  Dring,  Ellery,  Elmer,  Errick- 
son,  Ewing,  Fellows,  Ferguson,  Fisher, 
E.,  Fitch,  A.,  Fitch,  J.,  Fletcher, 
Fogg,  Freeman,  Gallup,  Gano,  Good- 
hue,  Grant,  G.,  Grant,  T.,  Graydon, 
Greenleaf,  Halsey,  Hanford,  Harden- 
bergh,  Hawkins,  Heath,  Hill,  Hitch- 
cock, How,  Hubley,  Hughes,  Hull, 
Jenkins,  Jennison,  Joslin,  Knox,  Lee, 
A.,  Leggett,  Libbey,  Lincoln,  Liver- 
more, Machin,  Martin,  Maxwell, 
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McCurtin,  McClellan,  McKendry, 
McMichael,  Miles,  Munson,  Nash, 
New  York,  Nice,  Norris,  Nukerck, 
Parker,  E.,  Parker,  R.,  Pennington, 
Perry,  Page,  Porter,  Ramsey,  Rice, 
Richards,  Ritzema,  Robbins,  Rogers, 
Rev.  W.,  Rogers,  Sgt.  W.,  Schaukirk, 
Schuyler,  Ft.,  Sewall,  Shaw,  Shute, 
Smith,  H.,  Smith,  J.  H.,  Smith,  S., 
Stevens,  B.,  Stimson,  Stone,  E., 
Stone,  T.,  Sullivan’s,  Swartwout, 
Tallmadge,  TenBroeck,  Thacher,  Ti- 
conderoga,  Tilghman,  Trumbull,  B., 
Trumbull,  J.,  Tuttle,  Vail,  Van- 
Cortlandt,  VanHoevenbergh,  Vose, 
Warren,  Washington,  Watson,  Webb, 
N , Webb,  S.  B.,  Wells,  Wild,  Wilkin- 
son, Withington,  Woodruff,  O.,  Wood- 
ruff, S. 

NORTH  CAROLINA:  see  Southern 
States 

Anderson,  Beatty,  W.,  Brown,  l ew, 
Grimke,  Kirkwood,  McClellan,  Sey- 
mour, Thomas,  Tilden,  Trabue, 
Tucker,  Vance,  Watson 

NORTH  CASTLE,  N.  Y. 

How 


NORTHAMPTON,  MASS. 

Judd 

NORTHAMPTON,  PA.:  see  Pa. 
Allen,  J. 

NORTH  RIVER:  see  Hudson  River 


ONONDAGAS,  EXPEDITION 

AGAINST:  see  New  York 
Beatty,  E.,  Machin 

ORANGE  COUNTY,  N.  Y.:  see  N.  Y. 
Halsey,  Ramsey 

OTSEGO  LAKE,  N.  Y. 

McKendry 


PAULUS  HOOK,  N.  J. 

Lee,  H.,  Ogden,  Roberts 

PELL’S  POINT,  N.  Y.:  see  New  York 
City  and  vicinity 
How 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Adams,  Allen,  J.,  Anderson,  E., 
Barr,  Barton,  Beatty,  E.,  Beatty,  W., 
Beekman,  T.,  Blake,  Brodhead,  Bur- 
rowes,  Butler,  Campfield,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Davis,  J.,  Davis,  N.,  Dear- 
born, Dewees,  Denny,  Elmer,  Errick- 
son,  Ewing,  Fell,  Fellows,  Feltman, 
Fisher,  Fogg,  Greenleaf,  Harden- 
bergh,  Hebron,  Hendricks,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Jenkins,  Lee,  Lib- 
bey,  Lititz,  Livermore,  Loxley,  Mar- 
shall, Martin,  McClellan,  McKendry, 
McMichael,  Morton,  Muhlenberg, 
Myers,  Neisser,  Norris,  Nukerck, 
Ogden,  Parker,  R.,  Peale,  Reed,  J., 
Roberts,  A.,  Roberts,  T.,  Rodney, 
Rogers,  Rev.  W.,  Rogers,  Sgt.  W., 
Sellers,  Shreve,  Shute,  Slocum,  Smith, 
S.,  Tallmadge,  Tilden,  VanCortlandt, 
Van  Dyk,  VanHoevenbergh,  Waldo, 
Watson,  Webb,  N.,  Wild,  Williams, 
Wistar 

PENOBSCOT,  ME.,  EXPEDITION 
Allan,  Lovell,  Maine,  Philbrook 

PERTH  AMBOY,  N.  J. 

Van  Dyk 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Adams,  Allen,  J.,  Boudinot,  Dear- 
born, Denny,  Ellery,  Fell,  Fisher, 
S.  R.,  Gray  don,  Holten,  Loxley, 
Marshall,  Morton,  Roberts,  A., 
Rogers,  Rev.  W.,  Ward,  Williams, 
Wistar 

PLUCKEMIN,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 
Baldwin,  J. 

PLYMOUTH,  MASS.:  see  Mass. 
Watson 

POMPTON,  N.  J.:  see  Mass. 

Beatty,  W.,  Richards 

PORTUGAL 

Vail 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  N.  Y.:  see  Hudson 
River  region 
Leggett;  Swartwout 
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PRINCETON,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 
Collins,  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  Rich- 
ards, Rodney,  Van  Dyk 

PRISONERS  OF  WAR 
Allen,  E.,  Andros,  Blatchford,  Coffin, 
Connor,  Cornelius,  Dearborn,  Dodge, 
Dring,  Fell,  Fisher,  E.,  Fitch,  J., 
Fletcher,  Foot,  Fox,  Hagan,  Hanford, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Irvine,  Leach,  Leg- 
get,  Melvin,  Nice,  Nichols,  Perry, 
Philbrook,  Pintard,  Potter,  Prisoners, 
Segar,  Sherburne,  Slocum,  Stone,  E., 
Stone,  T.,  Thayer,  V an  Dyk,  W addell, 
Ware,  Wild,  Woodruff,  O. 

PRIVATEERS:  see  “Afloat” 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.:  see  R.  I. 
Watson 

QUAKER  HILL,  N.  Y.:  see  N.  Y. 
Lincoln,  TenBroeck 

QUEBEC,  CANADA 
Nichols,  Waddell 

QUEBEC  EXPEDITION  UNDER 
ARNOLD,  1775 

Arnold,  Dorr,  Haskell,  Hendrick, 
Henry,  Meigs,  Melvin,  Morison, 
Porterfield,  Senter,  Squier,  Stocking, 
Thayer,  Topham,  Ware,  Wild 

QUEBEC  EXPEDITION  UNDER 
MONTGOMERY,  1775:  see 

Canada,  Montgomery’s  expedition 

QUINCY,  MASS.:  see  Mass. 

Miller 

RED  BANK,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 

Smith,  S. 

REDDING,  CONN. 

Blake,  Richards 

RHODE  ISLAND 
Angell,  Corbett,  Gibbs,  Goodwin, 
Lafayette,  Lyman,  Newport,  Phil- 
brook, Smith,  S.,  Trumbull,  J. 

ROXBURY,  MASS.:  see  Boston,  siege 
o' 

Fitch,  Heath,  Morgan 


SALEM,  MASS. 

Pynchon 

SAMPTOWN,  N.  J. 

Grant,  G. 

SARATOGA,  N.  Y. : see  Bourgoyne 
Campaign 

Libbey,  Smith,  S.,  Warren,  Woodruff, 

S. 

SARATOGA  SPRINGS,  N.  Y. 
Dearborn 

SAVANNAH,  GA. : see  Southern  States 
Cruger,  Savannah 

SCITUATE,  MASS. 

Litchfield 

SECRET  SERVICE 
Crosby,  Leggett,  Tallmadge 

SETAUKET,  L.  I. 

Richards 

SHORT  HILLS,  N.  J. 

Van  Dyk 

SHREWSBURY,  PA. 

Allen,  J. 

SIMCOE,  LIEUT.  COL. 

Guest 

SMITH’S  COVE,  N.  Y. 

Halsey,  Ramsey,  TenBroeck 

SOUTH  CAROLINA:  see  Southern 
States 

Baldwin,  S.,  Beatty,  W.,  Boardman, 

T. ,  Brown,  Buxton,  Denny,  Elliott, 
Few,  Garden,  Grimke,  Kirkwood, 
Lincoln,  Lincoln,  2,  Love,  Manigault, 
McClellan,  McElwees,  Middleton, 
Read,  W.,  Russell,  Rutledge,  Sher- 
burne, Seymour,  Tennent,  Thomas, 
Tilden,  Watson 

SOUTHERN  STATES:  see  Yorktown 
campaign 

Anderson,  Baldwin,  Beatty,  W., 
Bennett,  Brooke,  Brown,  Denny, 
Elliott,  Feltman,  Few,  Garden, 
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Grimke,  Kirkwood,  Lee,  H.,  Lincoln, 
Lincoln,  2,  McClellan,  McCready, 
McDowell,  Middleton,  Moultrie, 
Ogden,  Pierce,  Read,  W.,  Rutledge, 
Seymour,  Tennent,  Thomas,  Trabue, 
Tucker,  Watson 

SPAIN 
Adams,  Vail 

STATEN  ISLAND,  N.  Y. 

Beatty,  W.,  Freeman,  Lee,  A., 
Martin,  Woodruff,  O. 

STEUBEN,  BARON 
Burnham 

STONY  POINT,  N.  Y.:  see  Hudson 
River  region 

Burnham,  Dewees,  Hitchcock,  Hull, 
Page 

SULLIVAN’S  INDIAN  CAMPAIGN, 
PA.  AND  N.  Y. 

Barr,  Barton,  Beatty,  E.,  Beekman, 
T.,  Blake,  Burrowes,  Campfield, 
Davis,  J.,  Dearborn,  Elmer,  Errick- 
son,  Fellows,  Gano,  Grant,  G., 
Grant,  T.,  Hardenbergh,  Hubley, 
Jenkins,  Livermore,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kendry,  Norris,  Nukerck,  Ogden, 
Parker,  R.,  Roberts,  T.,  Rogers, 
Rev.  W.,  Rogers,  Sgt.  W.,  Shreve, 
Shute,  Sullivan’s,  Tallmadge,  Van- 
Cortlandt,  VanHoevenbergh,  Webb, 

N. 

TAPPAN,  N.  J.  (Scene  of  Andre’s  trial 
and  execution) 

Hart,  McClellan,  Richards,  Smith, 
J.  H.,  Tallmadge,  Thacher,  Van  Dyk 

THROGG’S  NECK,  N.  Y.:  see  New 
York  City  and  vicinity 
How 

TICONDEROGA,  N.  Y. 

Allen,  E.,  Baldwin,  T.,  Blake,  Dear- 
born,  Dewees,  Ewing,  Farnsworth, 
Greenleaf,  Hitchcock,  Knox,  Libbey, 
Philbrook,  Rice,  Shaw,  Stone,  E., 
Ticonderoga,  Trumbull,  J.,  Tuttle, 
Vail,  Wells,  Wild 


TORPEDO,  BUSHNELL’S 
Lee,  E. 

TOTOWA  (now  Paterson),  N.J. 
Muhlenberg 

TRENTON,  N.  J.:  see  N.  J. 

Collins,  How,  Maxwell,  New  Jersey, 
Reed,  J.,  Richards,  Van  Dyk 

ULSTER  COUNTY,  N.  Y.:  see  N.  Y. 
Barr,  Halsey,  Ramsey 

VALLEY  FORGE,  PA. 

Anderson,  E.,  Beatty,  W.,  Beekman, 
T.,  Dearborn,  Libbey,  Martin, 
McMichael,  Nice,  Smith,  S.,  Waldo, 
Watson 

VERMONT 

Fletcher,  Greenleaf,  Hitchcock,  Stone, 
E. 

VERPLANCK’S  POINT,  N.  Y. 
McClellan,  Williams 

VIRGINIA:  see  Southern  States  and 
Yorktown,  Va. 

Anderson,  Beatty,  W.,  Brooke,  Burn- 
ham, Butler,  R.,  Carter,  Cobb, 
Davis,  J.,  Denny,  Duncan,  Feltman, 
Gano,  Garden,  Halsey,  Hand,  Har- 
rower,  Kirkwood,  Macaulay,  McClel- 
lan, McDowell,  Munson,  Ogden, 
Pierce,  Ramsey,  Read,  W.,  Thacher, 
Tilghman,  Tilden,  Trabue,  Trumbull, 
Jon.,  Virginia,  Watson,  Wild 

WESTBOROUGH,  MASS. 

Parkman 

WESTCHESTER  COUNTY,  N.  Y. 
Anderson,  E.,  Baldwin,  J.,  Barr, 
Beatty,  W.,  Beekman,  T.,  Beers, 
Blake,  Buell,  Clark,  Corbett,  Crosby, 
Dearborn,  Gallup,  Hanford,  Heath, 
How,  Jennison,  Joslin,  Leggett,  Lent, 
Martin,  McMichael,  Nash,  Parker, 
Perry,  Smith,  H.,  Stimson,  Swart- 
wout,  Tallmadge,  Washington,  Webb, 
S.  B.,  Wild,  Withington 


QUARTERLY 
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WYOMING,  PA.:  see  Sullivan’s  Indian 
campaign 
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Halsey,  Hand,  McClellan,  McDowell, 
Munson,  Ogden,  Ramsey,  Smith,  S., 
Tilden,  Tilghman,  Trabue,  Trumbull, 
Jon.,  Tucker,  Vail,  VanCortlandt, 
Wild,  Yorktown 
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WILLIAM  SIDNEY  MOUNT  AND 
HIS  ENVIRONMENT 


, ?.d  Setauket  v'.age’  "ot,  the  neighboring  Stony  Brook,  claims 
the  birthplace  of  William  Sidney  Mount.  Its  site  is  near  the  pres- 
ent Setauket  Library  building  on  the  hill  facing  the  Green  where 
stand  the  two  old  churches,  one  of  which,  Caroline  Episcopal,  cele- 
brated  in  August,  1923  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  its  erec- 
uon.  His  sister  Ruth  Mount  married  the  son  of  its  long-time  Rector 
whose  father  was  Bishop  Seabury.  The  Mounts  had  come  from 
Khode  Island  via  New  Jersey  and  intermarried  at  Setauket  with 
the  1 angier  Smiths,  thus  bringing  in  a line  of  descent  from  Thomas 
Shepard  the  Puritan  divine  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  With  these 
strains  Thomas  Shepard  Mount,  mariner,  farmer  and  inn-keeper, 
infused  a finely  temperamental  one  by  his  alliance  with  Julia,  the 
daughter  of  Major  Jonas  Hawkins,  of  Stony  Brook.  Among  their 
children  were  the  three  artist  brothers,  Henry  Smith,  born  in  1802, 
Shepard  Alonzo,  in  1804,  and  William  Sidney,  in  1807.  Some 
time  in  William’s  boyhood  the  family  moved  over  to  the  Hawkins 
homestead.  Seemingly  this  was  as  early  as  1813,  for  the  Brook- 
haven  Town  Records  show  that  a slave  named  “Harry,”  manu- 
mitted that  year  was  owned  in  common  by  Thomas  Mount  and 
Jonas  Hawkins,  Jr.,  his  brother-in-law.  William  Mount’s  father 
died  in  1814  and  his  grandfather,  Major  Jonas,  in  1817.  The 
Stony  Brook  homestead  then  passed  in  complicated  shares  to  the 
Major  s descendants,  many  of  whom  afterward  dwelt  under  its 

rj°°f-  u r°m  tker.Hawkins  house  it  came  to  be  exclusively 
-he  Mount  house.  William’s  uncle  was  Micah  Hawkins— pianist 
utist,  carnage-maker  and  violinist,  wit,  poet,  musical  composer 
m grocer  Uncle  Micah  was  a haggard  and  soulful-eyed  gentle- 
nan  who  always  wore  a black  suit  with  a white  cravat  and  kept 
m emporium  of  ^comestibles  on  Catharine  Street,  New  York— a 
grocery  shanty”  as  an  old-time  newspaper  writer  uncharitably 
ermed  it.  Under  the  counter  he  had  a pianoforte,  his  fingers 
hiking  between  its  keys  and  those  of  whatever  in  his  day  was  used 
is  a cash  register.  Meanwhile  his  head  was  in  the  clouds  with 
ns  opera  The  Saw-Mill,”  which  had  such  a run  at  Wallack’s 
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MIDDLE  PARLOR 

Note  gun  closet  under  ceiling  and  beneath  it  apparently  the  wine  closets. 
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Chatham  Garden  Theatre  in  1824 — the  year  before  his  death  by 
typhus — that  it  is  justly  called  the  first  successful  American  opera. 

Henry  Mount  learned  sign-painting  from  Lewis  Child,  of 
New  York,  and  thence  entered  a higher  walk  of  art.  He  studied 
at  the  newly  formed  Academy  of  Design  and  was  an  Associate 
Member  at  the  time  of  his  early  death,  in  1841.  A relic  of  Child 
is  a large  black  and  gilt  sign,  “Stony  Brook,”  which  is  preserved 
in  the  garret  of  the  Mount  house  and  which  presumably  hung 
outside  in  tavern  or  post-office  days,  for  the  edifice  has  performed 
both  of  those  functions.  William  joined  his  brother  at  the  trade 
in  1824,  entered  as  a student  at  the  Academy  in  1826  and  a couple 
of  years  later  exhibited  his  first  composition  pictures,  Christ 
Raising  the  Daughter  of  Jairus,”  and  “Saul  and  the  Witch  of 
Endor.”  Soon,  however,  he  found  his  true  vocation  and  turned 
to  homely,  realistic  characterization  of  the  life  he  knew,  inter- 
preted with  humor.  It  began  with  his  painting  of  The  Rustic 
Dance,”  shown  in  1830.  Two  years  more  and  he  was  a full  member 
of  the  Academy.  Before  1836  his  popularity  had  grown  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  He  was  compared  to  Hogarth,  Teniers,  Ostade  and 
Wilkie.  Until  his  death  in  1868,  he  continued  to  exhibit  several 
paintings  yearly,  both  genre  pictures  and  portraits.  His  brother 
Shepard  Alonzo,  after  a trial  at  coach  making,  followed  him  into 
the  fine  arts  and  began  drawing  at  the  Academy  in  1828.  Shepard 
devoted  himself  to  portraiture  with  occasional  landscape  work. 
While  lacking  the  boldness  and  imagination  of  William,  he  com- 
pared with  him  favorably  in  execution. 

William  Mount  loved  Suffolk  County  too  well  to  spend  his  life 
in  New  York.  By  1836  he  was  back  in  Stony  Brook,  fitting  up  his 
studio  for  good  in  the  old  house.  Later  he  built  a traveling  studio 
on  wheels  and  moved  it  as  far  as  Port  Jefferson,  but  generally 
the  two  hills  between  Stony  Brook  and  East  Setauket  were  the 
extent  of  his  range  in  quest  for  scenes.  It  was  at  East  Setauket, 
at  the  house  of  his  brother  Robert  Nelson  Mount,  that  he  made  his 
personal  home  in  his  latter  years  but  he  still  kept  the  home  of  his 
art  under  the  skylight  in  the  eastern  garret  at  Stony  Brook.  The 
long  building  was  arranged  for  two  families,  each  with  a front 
entrance.  In  the  west  end  lived  the  widow  and  children  of  Henry, 
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while  Shepard  and  his  family  occupied  the  east  end  in  summer, 
going  to  New  York  for  the  winter.  For  several  of  Shepard’s  pic- 
tures sat  his  only  daughter  Ruth,  or  “Tuty,”  the  belle  of  the 
Mount  family,  whose  marriage  and  early  death  took  place  in  1861. 
Between  Shepard  and  William  existed  a peculiarly  strong  fraternal 
attachment.  Both  gloried  in  the  old  homestead.  It  seemed  to  be 
almost  the  only  setting  for  his  pictures  that  William  desired. 
Among  the  three  owned  by  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
“The  Truant  Gamblers”  was  apparently  posed  in  the  Mount 
barn,  “Bargaining  for  a Horse”  is  clearly  recognized  as  a view 
thence  toward  the  house  while  “Fortune  Telling”  depicts  certain 
remembered  ladies  who  well  may  have  been  sitting  in  the  Mount 
parlor. 

The  homestead  today  is  little  changed  from  the  state  in  which 
William  left  it  except  for  several  dormer  windows,  which  were 
added  after  his  death  and  which  made  a fine  studio  in  the  middle 
garret  for  his  artistic  niece  Evelina.  The  two  main  portions  of 
the  structure  are  of  different  architecture.  In  the  westerly  part  is 
a little  square  front  entry  with  a saddle  bin  under  the  winding 
stairs.  The  easterly  section  has  Dutch,  or  double  hall  doors  front 
and  rear  and  there  is  a smoke  hole  with  a wooden  slide  over  the 
door  from  the  hall  into  the  front  parlor.  Among  the  notable  de- 
tails of  the  house  are  the  seven  fireplaces,  the  big  double  grain- 
hoisting door  in  the  west  garret  gable,  the  horizontal  gun  closet 
over  the  wine  closets  in  the  middle  parlor,  the  many  types  of  hand- 
wrought  hinges  and  wooden  bolts  and  latches.  Wooden  latches 
lifted  by  turning  knobs  are  the  characteristic  fastenings  of  the 
interior  doors.  Part  of  the  house  may  have  been  built  long  before 
1700 — the  late  Thomas  Mount  is  one  authority  for  this — but 
dates  are  singularly  lacking.  On  the  western  front  door  is  an  ex- 
ample of  the  well-known  but  rare  knocker  bearing  the  face  of  Queen 
Anne. 

In  the  critique  on  Mount  by  W.  Alfred  Jones,  about  1850,  his 
“Right  and  Left”  and  “Lucky  Throw”  are  pronounced  the  finest 
Ethiopian  portraits  ever  put  upon  canvas.  The  former  shows  a 
fiddler  calling  out  figures  at  a ball.  The  other  depicts  an  elated 
gentleman  who  has  won  a goose  at  a raffle.  (Old  Uncle  Vet,  who 
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lived  with  the  Mounts  when  a boy,  confides  to  me  that  in  real 
life  this  individual  was  “Tobe.”)  Still  more  famous  are  two 
groups,  one  at  least  posed  in  the  Mount  barn,  the  oaken  timbers 
of  which  still  stand.  In  both  of  these  the  fiddler  playing  to  a 
group  inside  is  white,  while  a colored  auditor  affected  by  the 
music  stands  outside  the  door.  Thus  “The  Power  of  Music”  is 
evinced  in  a gray-wooled  man  who  has  laid  down  his  axe  and  jug 
and  is  listening  with  rapt  attention,  while  “Music  is  Contagious” 
to  a young  grandson  of  Ham  who  is  simulating  the  violin  and  bow 
with  two  sticks,  meanwhile  beating  time  with  his  foot.  A painting 
left  unfinished  at  Mount’s  death,  but  drawn  with  a spirit  which 
promised  much,  was  conceived  in  his  favorite  vein  and  showed  a 
man  playing  a banjo  in  the  same  old  barn.  His  well-known  “Banjo 
Player”  and  “Bone  Player”  are  single  figures  of  blacks  making 
music  with  those  instruments.  As  early  as  1837,  Mount  exhibited 
a fine  canvas  called  “The  Farmer’s  Nooning,”  where  a lad  is  tickling 
with  a straw  a burly  negro  asleep  on  a haystack.  In  a minor 
painting  Chanticleer  crows  in  vain  upon  the  chest  of  a dormant 
African.  So  common  in  our  day  are  pictures  of  colored  people  that 
we  can  hardly  realize  that  William  Mount  was  one  of  the  first 
artists  who  seriously  undertook  to  portray  negro  physiognomy 
and  character.  His  conscientious  and  realistic  work  must  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  crude  caricatures  which  have  been  perpetrated 
at  all  times.  Since  his  life  work  comprised  hundreds  of  finished 
paintings  besides  innumerable  sketches,  this  favorite  class  of  sub- 
jects was  treated  in  extent  and  variety. 

But  our  scrutiny  of  Mount  as  a painter  of  the  negro  must  not 
distort  the  perspective  of  his  work,  which  reveals  Long  Island 
rustic  life  in  many  aspects.  Hoeing,  haying  and  corn-husking, 
cider-making  and  Harvest  Home  festivities,  gathering  blackberries 
and  birds’  eggs  and  hen’s  eggs,  trapping  and  gunning,  fishing  and 
crabbing,  bargaining  for  horses,  courting  and  fortune-telling, 
gambling  urchins  and  raffling  youths,  swapping  hats  with  a scare- 
crow, story-telling  in  the  tavern,  reading  the  returns  of  Franklin 
Pierce’s  election  over  a rail  fence  or  news  from  the  California  gold 
diggings  in  the  village  post  office — all  these  were  occupations 
familiar  to  him  in  his  environment.  His  human  types  required 


WILLIAM  S.  MOUNT,  1855  WM.  S.  MOUNT’S  TOMBSTONE  IN  SETAUKET, 

From  a photograph  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Orville  B.  Ackerly.  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCHYARD 
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little  exercise  of  fancy.  The  residents  of  Stony  Brook  and  Se- 
tauket  today  view  his  genre  paintings  as  an  ancestral  portrait 
gallery.  The  interest  which  they  display  is  a proud  who’s  who. 
1 hey  can  furnish  you  with  keys  to  the  groups  of  humans  or  tell 
you  that  the  horse  under  the  shed  was  named  Shark  “and  my 
grandfather  raised  him  from  a colt.”  Among  the  immortalized 
Africans,  Jeremy,  Robin,  Andrew,  Tobe  and  Charlie  are  well  re- 
membered names.  Since  Mount’s  pictures  are  a faithful  expression 
ot  Long  Island  rural  life,  their  celebrity  carried  that  life  to  a na- 
tional distinction.  Indeed  this  reputation  became  international, 
especially  because  some  of  his  paintings  were  sent  to  Paris  to  be 
engraved  and  while  there  could  be  seen  at  the  Louvre  or  elsewhere. 

At  this  distance  we  hardly  realize  the  fame  of  William  Mount 
when  he  was  at  the  high  point  of  his  career,  but  still  so  authorita- 
tive an  art  critic  as  Dr.  Frank  Weitenkampf  can  write  of  him  as 
the  raciest,  the  closest  to  the  soil  among  our  painters  of  rural  life.” 
His  position  seems  to  be  historically  fixed  as  the  founder  of  American 
genre  painting  It  is  heresy  today  to  suggest  that  an  artist  should 
be  considered  for  anything  other  than  his  technique,  yet  the  interest 
of  Mount  is  manifold  and  human.  To  be  sure  he  was  superlatively 
provincial.  Moreover,  in  his  treatment  of  the  negro  he  follows  a 
spirit  which  to  the  best  feeling  of  our  time  is,  or  ought  to  be,  ob- 
solete^ Self-respecting  colored  people  want  to  be  taken  seriously, 
not  shown  as  comic  or  grotesque,  however  amiably.  We  may 
concede  the  vast  kindliness  of  Mount  and  also  the  justice  of  his 
method  m superseding  gross  caricature  with  faithful  draughtsman- 
^ T’  evertheless  he  adhered  to  the  viewpoint  from  which  the 
African  is  regarded  as  something  whimsical.  That  was  to  have  been 
expected.  Yet  it  need  not  have  precluded  a sense  of  the  slavery 
issue  on  its  tragic  side,  as  perceived  by  Garrison  and  Mrs.  Stowe. 

is  admirer,  W.  Alfred  Jones,  writing  about  1850,  suggested  that 
he  should  go  South  to  find  new  models,  assuring  him  that  the 
wealthy  planters  would  make  him  welcome.  In  fairness  to  Mount’s 
great  heart,  let  us  believe  that  had  he  followed  the  advice,  he 
would  have  found  subjects  which  would  have  rendered  him  highly 
unwelcome.  But  it  was  not  until  his  eyes  had  been  opened  by 
the  war  that  he  began  to  sketch  serious  conceptions  of  southern 
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nesrroes  That  is  to  say,  his  interest  in  their  troubles  lagged  until 
Abolition  had  been  utilized  by  politicians  and  co"s^a«d  ^ 
fiehtine  and  had  become  a settled  commonplace.  1 hen  began 
appear  such  motives  for  projected  pictures  as  a colored  maid  servan 
feeding  a maimed  soldier  or  a fugitive  slave  watching  her  pursuers 
If  Mount  had  explored  Long  Island  “ f“ 

t • u OnsiVprq  he  mieht  have  made  sketches  oi  fugitives  slaves 
S -!»  Si„t?  conventional  -ere  hr,  emotions  toward 
animals  When  a hunted  deer  took  refuge  with  his  mother  a 
was  secreted  by  her  in  the  smoke-house,  his  sentiment  was  aroused 
Z ™ the incident  on  canvas.  But  he  was  equally  facile  in  pic- 
turing the  field  sports  of  his  neighborhood,  where  to  this  hour  the 
thought  that  a wild  beast  has  any  feelings  has  never  Penetra^d 
consciousness.  Yet  no  one  who,  even  from  tradition,  has  plumbed 
the  depth  of  William  Mount’s  true  kindly  nature  can  wish  to  qu 
him  S a note  of  carping  on  this  score.  His  limitations  were 
those  of  his  environment,  where  Abolitionists  were  imagined  then 
2 racbl  and  religion,  alien,  are  today.  H„  men,,  were  ongrnal 
with  himself  and  with  his  talented  family.  i 

Shepard  Mount  died  in  September,  1868,  and  two  mon  is 
William  expired  a„he  home  of  hi,  brother  Robert  Nelson,  WrU.am  s 
grave,  in  the  Setaotet  Presbyterian  churchyard,  rs  marked  with  a 

worthy  stone  bearing  the  sentiment.  . . i;  »» 

"Dead  he  is  not^bu,  depar.ed-for  the  Art.,,  neve. | dm, 
a thought  no  les,  valuable  for  bemg  at  least  a,  old  as  Callimachus. 

Edward  P.  Buffet 


Stony  Brook,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 


By  Wm.  S.  Mount 
(Owned  by  The  Society) 
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ADDITIONAL  BOOK  SHELVES  AN 
IMPERATIVE  NEED 

The  New-York  Historical  Society  must  build  more  book  shelves 
to  house  its  ever  increasing  library  and  render  more  accessible 
many  books,  pamphlets  and  newspapers  constantly  in  use  for  which 
there  is  no  shelving  space.  The  present  book  stack  illustrated  on 
the  opposite  page  is  crowded  to  capacity  and  to  build  another 
like  it  would  cost  approximately  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  towards  which  the  Society  has  now  in  hand  forty  thousand 
dollars.  This  leaves  eighty  thousand  dollars  to  be  raised  by  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  Society. 

Our  first  appeal  made  last  winter  told  what  was  needed  to  fully 
complete  our  present  building  and  while  we  shall  continue  our 
efforts  until  that  is  accomplished,  we  feel  it  imperative  to  build 
at  once  these  ten  stories  of  shelving  for  our  books  which  is  part  of 
the  completed  building  and  in  no  way  interferes  with  the  final 
completion  of  the  entire  structure. 

If  our  members  will  respond  according  to  their  ability  we  could 
contract  at  once  for  this  book  stack,  the  construction  of  which  will 
put  at  our  disposal  for  exhibition  purposes,  a corridor  of  the  present 
building  now  used  for  books,  thus  serving  a double  purpose. 

We  can  begin  the  construction  when  forty  thousand  dollars 
($40,000)  additional  funds  are  received,  as  this  will  insure  the 
erection  of  the  stack  building  while  the  steel  and  glass  interior 
would  follow  its  completion. 

This  proposed  addition  will  give  sufficient  shelf  room  for  years 
to  come  and  completes  that  portion  of  our  building. 

The  Library  of  the  Society  has  for  some  years  past  served  the 
public  freely  and  we  merit  the  support  now  asked  in  order  to  make 
this  service  more  generally  known.  We  can  only  extend  our  work 
and  usefulness  with  increased  funds  and  facilities. 

The  Librarian  will  be  pleased  to  make  appointments  to  conduct 
throughout  the  building  members  and  friends  of  the  Society  who 
may  be  desirous  of  seeing  the  need  for  this  appeal  for  funds,  and 
the  necessity  for  building  at  once. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The-New  York  Historical  Society. 

John  Abeel  Weekes,  President. 
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THE  TEN-STORY  BOOK  STACK  OF  THE  NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
adjoining  which  the  new  and  larger  stack  is  to  be  erected— 76th  Street  and  Central  Park  West. 
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THE  PRINTING  OF  THE  RECORDS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW 
YORK  IN  THE  DAYS  OF  WILLIAM  M.  TWEED 
BY  THE  “RING” 

To  state  that  the  records  of  the  City  of  New  York  from  1675 
to  1776,  the  wills  on  file  in  the  Surrogate’s  Office  from  166410  1823, 
anda  volume  of  maps  compiled  from  originals  in  the  Register  s 
Office  were  copied  and  printed  by  the  Tweed  Ring  m 1870  and  1871 
is  an  interesting  fact  and  unknown  to  students  and  custodians  of 
our  City’s  records.  No  less  a personage  than  the  late  Dr.  E.  d. 
O’Callaghan  edited  fifteen  volumes  of  the  Common  Council  Min- 
utes 675-1776,  which  were  printed  by  The  New  York  Printing 
Company  in  1871  and  although  five  thousand  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  only  one  set  appears  to  have  been  completed  and  pre 
served!  This  set,  Dr.  O’Callaghan’s  own  proof,  is  in  the  possession 
of  The  New  York  Historical  Society  and  a collation  of  t e vo > urn  „ 
will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  article.  The  exposure  of  the  Ring 
in  1871  and  the  departure  for  Europe  of  Mr.  Charles  Edwin  Wilbour, 
President  of  The  New  York  Printing  Company,  printers  to  the 
corporation,  undoubtedly  caused  all  work  on  these  records  to  cease, 
while  the  plates  were  stored  for  years  in  the  basement  of  the  ro 
Press  according  to  Mr.  Robert  H.  Kelby,  Librarian  Emeritus  of 
the  Society.  The  latter  firm  is  now  dissolved  and  no  information 
is  available  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  plates.  . 

Twenty-six  years  later,  in  1897,  “The  Records  °f  New  Am- 
sterdam from  1653  to  1674”  were  printed  by  the  City  of  New  Yor 
and  edited  by  Berthold  Fernow  in  seven  volumes  and  in  9 5 
at  the  suggestion  of  this  Society  the  “Minutes  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  New  York  167571776”  (the  same  records  as 
were  printed  in  1871)  were  published  in  eight  volumes  and  edite 

by  the  late  Professor  Herbert  L Osgood.  Nelth*r  ^ 

tions  make  mention  of  the  earlier  printing  of  the  City  s Records. 

The  unique  set  of  the  “Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  oT“e  “Trl ...  ed.t.d  by  Dr.  E.  B.  OVallaghan  ,87.. 
while  smaller  in  size  of  volume  is  a better  p.ece  of  prmt.ng 
IQ03  edition  of  the  same  records  and  equally  accurate.  1 
spacing  of  the  type  throughout  the  .87,  ed.tion  renders  these  vol- 
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umes  more  readable,  while  the  paper  is  of  a better  quality  than  that 

used  in  the  edition  of  1905.  . 

As  will  appear  from  the  following  sketch  it  was  also  recommended 
by  the  Register  of  the  City  in  1869  that  the  maps  in  h.s  custody 
were  worn  and  obliterated  and  he  suggested  the  replacement 
maps  by  new  ones  upon  modified  scales  and  uniform  dimensions 
to  be  bound  in  volumes  convenient  for  inspection  and  the  following 
year  there  appeared  a quarto  size  volume  °j>rty-th,ree 
map.  With  the  following  title,  “ Map,  of  the  F,t,t  Ward  of  the  C «y 
of  New  York  printed  under  the  Direction  of  William  1 . Black, 
Surveyor  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Taxes  and  Assessments, 
by  The  New  York  Printing  Company,  1870,”  a copy  of  which  is 

^^VhihT  th^offkial  minutes  of  the  City  and  the  maps  in  the 
Register’s  Office  are  all  that  is  referred  to  in  the  officia  records 
quoted  below,  we  also  know  that  copies  of  all  wills  on  file  in  t 
Surrogate’s  Office  contained  in  Libers  1 to  56  from  1664  to  1823 
were  transcribed  and  lithographed  on  large  sheets  by  the  same 
New  York  Printing  Company  at  that  time.  The  Society  now  has 
forty  Libers  in  lithographed  sheets  of  these  wills,  formerly  in 

possession  of  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Purple.  f , Tweed 

Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  said  of  the  evils  of  the  iw 
Ring,  there  was  merit  in  the  undertaking  of  the  preservation  o 
the  City’s  records  and  the  wonder  of  it  is  that  so  much  was  ac- 
complished within  two  years  from  the  first  suggestion  of  t e wor 
in  1869,  its  authorization  in  1870  and  its  cessation  in  1871.  in 
cost  of  this  work  is  referred  to  on  page  573  of  volume  2 ot  the  tri 
of  William  M.  Tweed,  showing  payments  of  over  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  The  New  York  Printing  Company. 

The  important  suggestion  for  the  preservation  of  the  records  o 
the  City  of  New  York  originated  in  the  following  communication, 
printed  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  1869,  Volume  I,  pages  89-92: 

Register’s  Office, 

New  York,  February  2,  1869* 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Supervisors: 

Gentlemen 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  invoke  the  attention  of  your  Honorable 
Body  to  the  facts  of  the  inadequacy  of  space  allotted  to  this  office, 
the  insufficiency  of  the  most  essential  accommodations  for  the 
transaction  of  its  business,  and  the  utter  insecurity  of  the  premises 
as  a depository  of  the  public  records. 

The  building,  as  you  are  aware,  was  erected  many  years  ago, 
for  purposes  entirely  foreign  to  those  for  which  it  has  since  been 
attempted  to  adapt  it,  and  was  constructed  with  very  limited  facili- 
ties for  ventilation  or  the  diffusion  of  light.  The  roof  and  the 
extension  at  the  southerly  end  are  composed  of  wood  which  will 
render  it  an  easy  prey  to  a conflagration  occurring  in  the  vicinity. 
In  such  an  event,  the  incomputable  injury  that  would  be  inflicted 
on  the  community  by  the  sudden  cessation  of  all  speculative  or 
industrial  enterprises  based  on  local  securities,  and  the  chaotic  de- 
rangement in  which  the  titles  to  landed  property  would  be  involved 
are  sufficiently  obvious  without  further  amplification.  As  the 
surest  safeguard  against  so  deplorable  a calamity,  I would  respect- 
fully propose  the  expediency  of  making  transcripts  of  the  more  im- 
portant and  valuable  of  those  records,  to  be  placed  in  some  fire- 
proof institution,  where  their  safety  will  be  assured.  Your  author- 
ization of  that  measure  would  be  promptly  and  energetically  carried 
into  effect. 

The  operations  of  this  department  have  kept  pace  commen- 
surately  with  the  augmentation  of  the  population,  the  progress  of 
building  improvements,  and  the  astonishing  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  real  property  in  our  city.  Sixty  recording  clerks  are  now 
employed,  while  there  is  desk  room  for  only  thirty-two.  The 
services  of  sixteen  searchers  are  required,  and  there  are  desks  for 
only  six.  The  deputy  and  the  assistant  deputy  register  are  com- 
pelled to  share  one  desk  between  them,  and,  with  all  their  vast 
responsibilities,  are  limited  to  less  space  and  convenience  than  are 
usually  accorded  to  a single  bookkeeper  in  a retail  store.  The 
racks  for  libers  of  conveyances,  mortgages,  etc.,  are  entirely  filled; 
yet  an  average  of  twenty  volumes  each  month  must  be  added  to 
the  number,  and  no  room  remains  where  they  can  be  placed.  Not 
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TITLE  PAGE  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME  OF  THE  UNIQUE  SET  PAGE  OF  THE  PRINTED  COMMON  COUNCIL  MINUTES  OF 

THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  MINUTES  PRINTED  1871  1871,  SHOWING  THE  “SET  UP” 
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a receptacle  is  left  unfilled  wherein  to  file  away  the  constantly  in- 
creasing mass  of  documents,  such  as  satisfaction-pieces,  chatte 
mortgages,  etc.,  which  accumulate  at  the  rate  of  — complete  hies 

m°  About  one  thousand  maps  are  now  on  file,  yet  the  arrangement 
for  their  preservation  is  of  the  most  insignificant  kind,  f rom  the 
effects  of  time  and  constant  handling,  and  the  depredations  of  mice, 
many  of  the  maps  are  so  worn  and  obliterated  as  to  be  nearly 
valueless.  In  this  connection  I would  most  respectfully  suggest 
to  your  Honorable  Body  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the  replace- 
ment of  those  maps  by  new  ones,  upon  modified  scales,  and  ot  uni- 
form dimensions,  that  they  may  be  bound  in  a volume  of  a size 
convenient  for  inspection,  and  thus  saved  from  premature  dilapi- 
dation by  the  frequent  rolling  and  unrolling  to  which  they  are  su 

ject  in  their  present  form.  , . . i 

That  these  difficulties  will  not  be  remedied  by  the  proposed 
removal  of  this  office  to  the  designated  apartments  in  the  JNew 
Court  house  is  apparent  from  the  fact,  that  even  less  space  will  be 
then  afforded  than  is  at  present  occupied.  The  rooms  now  employe 
embrace  an  area  of  about  one  hundred  feet  square,  and  are  thronged 
during  the  hours  of  business  by  an  average  attendance  ot  two 
hundred  persons,  whereby  the  atmosphere  is  so  vitiated  as  to  be 

unfit  for  respiration.  T , . i 

As  a natural  consequence  of  the  disabilities  I have  enumerated, 
my  immediate  predecessors  have  failed  to  keep  some  material  sub- 
divisions of  the  work  completed  up  to  the  concurrent  dates,  and 
on  my  accession  to  the  office  of  Register,  I found  the  important 
branch  of  indexing  the  records  several  months  in  arrears.  1 would, 
therefore,  respectfully  ask  your  Honorable  Body  to  authorize  the 
employment  and  compensation  of  sufficient  clerical  aid  to  post  up 
the  index-books  to  the  commencement  of  my  term,  as  an  act  ot 
justice,  and  that  I may  not  be  held  officially  and  pecuman  y ac- 
countable for  remissions  over  which  I could  have  no  control. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Michael  Connolly, 

Register. 
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This  communication  was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on 
New  Court  house. 

Chapter  875  Laws  of  the  New  York  1869  “An  Act  to  make  pro- 
visions for  the  government  of  the  County  of  New  York  passed 
May  12,  1869,  provided  for  the  raising  of  money  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  various  purposes  including  $100,000  for  the  con- 
struction of  a fireproof  roof  to  the  Hall  of  Records  and  refitting 
the  building  in  order  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  the  records 
in  a manner  more  secure  than  heretofore,  and  to  facilitate  the  con- 
venient examination  thereof,”  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  issuing 
the  “New  York  County  Repairs  to  Building  Stock.” 

On  May  19,  1870,  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aider- 
men,  Assistant  Alderman  Mulligan  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  New  York  Printing  Company  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  designated  as  Printers  to  the  Corporation,  in  lieu  and 
stead  of  Edmund  Jones  & Company,  and  that  the  resolution  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  December  24,  i860  (Joint  Proceedings,  Vol. 
XXVIII,  page  514)  relative  to  the  printing  for  the  Corporation,  be, 
and  it  is  hereby,  repealed,  and  the  Comptroller  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  no  bills  for  such  printing  hereafter  executed  except  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  of  this  resolution. 

The  above  was  unanimously  adopted  but  with  some  variation 
again  voted  on,  on  May  21st  which  resulted  in  eighteen  yeas  and 
one  no. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  May  24,  1870, 
Assistant  Alderman  Robinson  called  up  G.  O.  404  which  was  first 
introduced  on  May  13,  1870,  and  laid  over,  it  being  a resolution 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  employ  a suitable  person  to  pre- 
pare for  the  press,  with  appropriate  introductions  and  notes,  the 
ancient  records  of  the  City  of  New  Amsterdam,  and  those  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  prior  to  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  and  to  cause 
five  thousand  copies  of  the  same  to  be  printed  and  published;  this 
resolution  shall  take  effect  on  the  1st  day  of  July  next.  It  was 
passed,  19  voting  in  favor  and  2 negative,  and  the  same  ordered 
sent  to  the  Mayor  for  approval. 
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On  May  2 6,  1870,  Supervisor  Roche  presented  the  following 
resolution  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors: 

Resolved,  That  the  New  York  Printing  Company  be  employed 
to  preserve  the  records  in  the  Register  s Office,  in  accordance  with 
Chapter  875  of  the  Laws  of  1869,  and  to  duplicate  maps  in  said 
office,  as  requested  in  the  Register’s  communication  to  this  Board, 
dated  the  2d  of  February,  1869,  which  was  adopted  and  directed  to 
the  Mayor  for  approval. 

The  reverse  of  title  page  of  the  first  volume  Proceedings  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1670-1690,  New  York: 
The  New  York  Printing  Company,  Printers  to  the  Corporation, 
1871,”  reads  as  follows: 

Pursuant  to  a Resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  approved  by 
the  Mayor,  May  30,  1870,  authorizing  and  directing  the  Clerk  of 
the  Common  Council  to  employ  a suitable  person  to  prepare  for  the 
press,  with  appropriate  introductions  and  notes,  the  ancient  Records 
of  the  City  of  New  Amsterdam,  and  those  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
I hereby  appoint  Dr.  E.  B.  O’Callaghan  to  superintend  the  publica- 
tion of  said  Records.” 

John  Hardy, 

Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 

New  York,  July  30,  1870 

A collation  of  this  unique  set  of  the  City’s  Records  follows: 
“Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  1674-1690  [Seal  of  the  City]  New  York:  The  New 
York  Printing  Company,  Printers  to  the  Corporation, 
1871.” 

[Vol.  1]  1674-1690. 

Title,  verso  (appointment  of  Dr.  E.  B.  O’Callaghan),  pp.  [3 1 5? 
Mayor  and  Aldermen’s  Commission  A0  1674.  Not  printed  in 
1905  edition;  p.  [6]  blank,  pp.  [7H3 7>  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mon Council;  p.  [538]  blank,  p.  [539l_54^  “Report  on  the  Forti- 
fications of  New  York,  1688.”  Not  printed  in  1905  edition; 
pp.  [547]— 685  Index.  “Map  showing  the  Wards  of  the  City  of 
New  York  as  established  in  1683,”  facing  page  265. 


UNIQUE  MAP  OF  THE  WARDS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK,  AS  LAID  OUT  IN  1683 
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[Vol.  2]  1691-1696. 

Title,  verso  [s t1  ""  '3  'C7°' 

The  contents 
Volume  I of 
Council  of  th 
1871  edition 
pages  and  co 
in  pages,  all 

only  the  title  r-0  . 


pages  covered  in  these  unfinished  volumes. 
[Vol.  3]  1697-1702,  pp.  3-527- 

[Vol.  4]  1703-1710,  pp.  3-536- 

[Vol.  5]  1711-1718,  PP-  3-527- 

[Vol.  6[  1719-1727,  PP-  3-551-  . 

[Vol.  7]  1728-1734.  PP-  3-657  (unstitched  . 

[Vol.  8]  1735-1739.  PP-  3-519  (unstitched). 
[Vol.  9]  1740-1747.  PP-  3-547  (unstitched). 
[Vol.  10]  1748-1754,  pp-  3-580- 
[Vol.  11]  1755— i76o,  pp.  3—554* 

[Vol.  12]  1761-1765,  pp.  3-S°2- 
[Vol.  13]  1766-1769,  pp.  3-464- 
[Vol.  14]  i77°~l772’  PP-  3-483- 
[Vol.  15I  I773-J776.  PP-  3-5°9- 


Lithographed  Copies  of  New  York  Wills  in  Possession 


or  the  Society 

[Libers  not  listed  are  missing] 


Liber  2 1680-1701,  pp.  2-362  (imp.) 

“ r T^rw— t6oo.  r>n.  I—'?  ^6 


5 1693-1699,  pp.  1-3  56 


Liber  26  1767-1769.  PP- 
“ 27  1769-1771?  PP-  1-605 


“ 18  1751-1754.  PP-  I_469 


7 1702-1711,  pp.  1-493  (]mP-) 

14  1740-1742.  PP-  I— 3 57  (imp.) 
14a  1687-1764.  PP-  I_ 221 


29  1773-1775.  PP-  I— 553 

30  1775-1776,  PP-  1-253 

32  1777-1780,  pp.  3-362 

33  1778-1782,  pp.  2-438 

34  1780-1782,  pp.  1-547 

35  1782-1783,  pp.  1-289 


(imp.) 


“ 19b  1754-1756,  pp.  1-443  (]mP-) 

“ 20  1756-1758,  pp-  1-504  (imp.) 

“ 2T  T7C8-I76o,  pp.  1-546 


“ 23  1761-1763,  pp.  1-627  (imp.) 

“ 24  1763-1764.  PP-  1-537  (imP*) 

“ 25  1765-1 767.  PP-  I— 545 


“ 38  1785-1786,  pp.  1-436 


ft  39  1786-1787.  PP-  i_436 
“ 40  1787-1792,  PP-  2-547 
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Liber  41  1792-1796,  pp.  3~^5° 

“ m r'7r>^v-i7nn.  r»r>_  T— 6,4.8 


“l  46  1805-1807,  pp.  IO-536 
“ 47  1807-1808,  pp.  1-485 


42  1796-1799,  PP-  I' -648 

43  1799-1801,  pp.  11-638 

44  1802-  , pp.  83-217 

45  1804-1805,  pp.  2-546 


, pp.  83-217 


Liber  49  1810-181 1,  pp.  1-508 

“ 50  1811-1813,  pp.  1-642 

“ 51  1813-1814,  pp.  1-519 

“ 52  1814-1815,  pp.  1-617 

“ 53  1816-1817,  pp.  1-616 

“ 54  1817-1818,  pp.  1-612 

“ 55  1818-1820,  pp.  1-608 


“ 56  1821-1823,  pp.  1-500 


A.  J.  Wall. 


NOTES 


Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  the  original  drawing  by 
Robert  Fulton  of  the  steamboat  “Raritan”  with  Fulton  s description 
addressed  to  John  R.  Livingston  dated  October  22,  1808;  an  original 
drawing  of  the  steam  frigate  “Fulton,”  built  1819;  also  fifty-eight 
manuscripts  mainly  relating  to  the  American  Revolution. 

Three  volumes  of  the  John  Watts  de  Peyster  Publication  Fund 
have  just  been  issued,  being  the  continuation  and  completion  of 
the  Cadwallader  Colden  Papers  covering  the  period  1755“ X77S- 
Much  original  data  is  thereby  made  easily  accessible  to  the  student 
of  New  York  history  for  this  most  important  period  when  Cad- 
wallader Colden  was  a central  and  vital  factor. 

The  Jewelry  Collection  of  the  Egyptian  Antiquities  is  now  re- 
installed and  on  public  exhibition.  The  objects  are  grouped  in  a 
case  arranged  by  Mrs.  Caroline  R.  Williams  in  the  most  modern 
setting,  showing  these  interesting  objects  in  all  their  beauty  as  never 
before  exhibited.  Funds  to  secure  additional  exhibition  cases  are 
greatly  needed. 

Mrs.  John  J.  Hopper  presented  the  manuscripts,  photographs, 
maps  and  newspaper  cuttings  relating  to  the  Manhattan  Free 
School  and  Manhattanville,  New  York  City,  compiled  by  the  late 
John  J.  Hopper. 

The  Society  acquired  a beautiful  water  color  painting  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  painted  from  life  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  by  Robert  Field, 
an  English  artist. 
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The  Charles  M.  Lefferts  collection  of  books,  prints,  manuscripts, 
notes,  original  drawings,  etc.,  relating  to  military  uniforms  of  the 
American  Revolution,  as  well  as  his  guns  and  swords  and  other 
military  relics,  were  generously  presented  to  the  Society  by  the 
beneficiaries  under  the  Will  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Charles  M. 
Lefferts,  a member  of  the  Soceity. 

This  unique  collection  of  data  would  make  a handsome  publica- 
tion of  great  value  and  usefulness,  since  it  contains  information  not 
to  be  found  elsewhere.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  Society  to  see  it 
printed  in  a befitting  manner. 

Mr.  Herbert  W.  Congdon  presented  eighteen  Civil  War  letters 
written  by  his  father  Harry  Congdon  to  his  mother  in  1861-1863. 

Mrs.  Allen  Childs  presented  one  hundred  and  seventy  miscel- 
laneous numbers  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  newspapers,  1796-1827. 

Mr.  Erskine  Hewitt  presented  an  oil  portrait  of  Dr.  David 
Hosack,  painted  by  John  Wesley  Jarvis. 


New  York  State’s  Part  in  the  American  Revolution,  to  be 
Celebrated  on  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  of  the  Event 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  at  its  last  session 
appropriated  five  thousand  dollars  to  cover  the  cost  of  making  a 
survey  and  report  for  the  proposed  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Anni- 
versary of  the  American  Revolution  at  the  time  and  place  of  each 
event  within  the  State  of  New  York,  1925  to  1933.  The  initial 
success  in  securing  this  appropriation  is  due  to  Mr.  W.  Pierrepont 
White,  President  of  the  Mohawk  Valley  Historical  Association  who 
generously  suggested  the  New  York  State  Historical  Association 
custodian  of  the  fund.  Descriptive  circulars  of  the  plan  and  scope 
of  this  most  important  Anniversary  have  been  sent  out  by  Mr. 
Peter  Nelson,  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Committee,  from  whom  copies  may  be  had  and  to  whom  all 
suggestions  and  offers  of  cooperation  should  be  addressed. 
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LECTURES 

Mr.  W.  Pierrepont  White,  President  of  the  Mohawk  Valley 
Historical  Association,  will  lecture  before  the  Society  on  Novem- 
ber 13th,  1923  on  the  topic  “Why — an  8 year  program  to  celebrate 
New  York  State’s  part  in  the  American  Revolution  on  the  150th 
Anniversary  of  the  event.”  Mr.  White’s  address  will  cover  the 
Indian,  French  and  Colonial  acquisition  of  lands  in  New  York 
State,  the  adjustment  of  the  Massachusetts  claims  in  the  Ocean  to 
Ocean  grants  and  New  England’s  migrations  to  Central  and  West- 
ern New  York. 

On  December  4th,  1923,  Mr.  John  Willis  Weeks  will  lecture 
before  the  Society  on  “New  York  City  in  the  XIX  Century”  with 
stereopticon  illustrations. 

On  January  8th,  1924,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Colby  will  address  the 
Society  on  Francis  Parkman,  the  Historian. 


NECROLOGY 

Mrs.  Frederick  Ferris  Thompson,  a life  member  since  1901  and 
Patron  since  1904,  died  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  July  28,  1923,  in 
the  87th  year  of  her  age. 

William  Edmond  Curtis,  a life  member  since  1901,  died  at  York 
Harbor,  Maine,  August  20,  1923. 

John  Worth  Edmonds,  a life  member  since  1894,  died  at  Hunting- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  August  26,  1923. 

David  Mitchell  Morrison,  a life  member  since  1857,  died  Sep- 
tember 6,  1923,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age. 

Jonathan  Amory  Haskell,  a member  since  1895,  died  at  Red 
Bank,  New  Jersey,  September  9,  1923,  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age. 

Robert  E.  Deyo,  a life  member  since  1897,  died  September  15, 
1923,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age. 
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THE  LOST  FORT  CONSTITUTION  ON 
CONSTITUTION  ISLAND 

By  William.  L.  Calver, 

Chairman  of  the  Field  Exploration  Committee. 

Among  the  earliest  of  the  forthcoming  War  of  the  Revolution 
sesquicentennials  to  be  observed  in  the  state  of  New  York  will  be 
that  of  Fort  Constitution  on  Constitution  Island  in  the  Hudson 
River  at  West  Point,  for  the  construction  of  the  defensive  works 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  in  the  Highlands  marks  the  very  be- 
ginning of  substantial  resistance  in  this  state  when  hostilities 
threatened;  and  although  the  struggle  which  ensued  resulted  in 
the  separation  of  the  American  Colonies  from  Great  Britain  the 
island  fortress  with  its  remarkable  name  will  forever  be  a reminder 
of  the  sentiment  abroad  in  the  land  before  disloyalty  to  the  crown 
was  forced  upon  the  colonists,  or  complete  independence  suggested 
itself  as  the  only  solution  for  existing  difficulties  with  the  mother 

country.  . 

Constitution  Island  is  familiar  to  thousands  who  pass  it  daily 
by  rail  or  by  water,  though  few  know  that  it  takes  its  name  from 
a Revolutionary  fort,  while  to  nearly  all,  the  origin  of  the  appella- 
tion of  the  fort  itself  is  a mystery. 

A great  attraction  for  visitors  to  the  island  has  been  its  literary 
shrine,  for  here  was  the  home  of  the  Warner  sisters  whose  pens 
delighted  millions  of  readers  two  generations  ago;  but  the  superla- 
tive charm  of  Constitution  Island  to-day  consists  of  its  historical 
associations  and  visible  Revolutionary  remains  in  conjunction  with 
the  unmarred  natural  beauty  of  its  wilds.  We  know  of  no  spot  of 
equal  area  that  has  so  many  and  various  reminders  of  the  struggle 
for  American  independence.  Within  a range  of  half  a mile  may 
be  seen  three  stone  forts,  one  extensive  earthwork  battery,  several 
minor  ruins  of  military  works,  a well  preserved  camp,  dozens  of 
stone  fireplaces  of  soldiers’  huts,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  there 
is  still  visible  the  remains  of  Fort  Constitution  itself. 

To  acquaint  the  reader  with  this  fortress,  its  conception,  con- 
struction, christening,  and  failure  as  a military  work,  we  piece  out 
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an  interesting  narrative  from  contemporary  records,  presenting  one 
newly  discovered  document  which  is  extremely  interesting  of  itself 
Constitution  Island  looms  big  in  the  senes  ^even«  tha^  ^rk 
the  beginning,  progress  and  conclusion  of  the  War  of  the  Rev 
ion  whatever,  therefore,  pertains  to  its  part  in  that  great  struggle 
^entitled  to  consideration.  Indeed,  more  than  state-wide  should 
be  the  interest  centering  around  this  island,  for  its  ongina  or  1 
fications  were  projected  by  the  Cont.nenta  Congress  as  a safe- 
guard for  the  colonies  as  a whole.  Very  early  in  1775  *he  C°.ntl‘ 
nental  Congress  appreciated  the  importance  of  securing  the  Hudso 
R “„!  both  to  prevent  it,  becoming  a h.ghw.y  fo,  the  enemy,  and 

its  being  used  to  divide  the  provincial  forces. 

The  first  mention  of  Washington  in  any  act  °”e;olutl°n  ^ 
Continental  Congress  was  his  appointment  on  May  >5  Ty 
a committee  “to  consider  what  posts  are  necessary  to  be  occup 
in  the  colony  of  New  York.”  1 The  report  of  this  committee,  sub- 
mitted four'  days  later,  started  the  series  of  resolutions  by  the 
Continental  and  New  York  Provincial  Congresses  which  resulted 
in  the  choice  of  Martelaer’s  Rock  Island  as  the  site  of  the  firs 
fortification  in  the  Hudson  Highlands,  and  the  erection  of  Fort 
Constitution.  At  the  end  of  the  Revolution,  when  the  treaty 
peace  had  been  formally  ratified,  New  York  had  been  evacuated 
and  Washington  had  said  farewell  to  his  officers,  the  Commander- 

in  Chief’s  body-guard  was  “mustered  out  and  discharged  on  Co 
in-Uuet  s do  y g 2 As  the  late  Stuvvesant 

1X1  « »«'.  ” -T .bm  Wagon's 

L,vi«,  Xg  ,1*  Revolutionary  W„  began  and  ended  -„h 
Con^muuonjtiand  ^ ^ , of  jls  committee,  the  Continental 

erecfed’in  .“«  Highland,  m eachTeTe' otH XoTinver, 
resolution,  the  New  York  Provincial  Congress  sent  Colonel  James 

i Journals,  Continental  Congress,  II,  52-53* 

'Bay  and  the  Highlands,  (1914),  P-  9- 

4 Jour.  Cont.  Congress,  II,  60. 
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REAR  VIEW  OF  THE  WARNER  HOUSE,  CONSTITUTION  ISLAND,  SHOWING  THE  HUDSON  AT 
THE  PLACE  WHERE  THE  CHAIN  WAS  STRETCHED  ACROSS  THE  RIVER 


VIEW  OF  THE  HUDSON  AT  WEST  POINT,  SHOWING  CONSTITUTION  ISLAND 
© Major  Hamilton  Maxwell,  N.  Y . 
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Clinton  and  Christopher  Tappen  to  the  Highlands.  They  sub- 
mitted their  report  on  June  io,  I775>  advising  the  erection  of  two 
posts,  one  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  and  one  on  the  west.  Un 
August  1 8,  1775,  the  Provincial  Congress  authorized  the  immedi- 
ate erection  of  such  fortifications,  and  appointed  five  commissioners 
to  superintend  the  work.  The  personnel  of  this  commission  changed 
as  some  resigned,  and  others  were  appointed  later.  The  most  con- 
spicuous  members  were  John  Berrien  (who  was  also  commissary), 
Samuel  Bayard,  William  Bedlow,  John  Hanson,  Thomas  Grennell 

and  Jonathan  Lawrence.5  . _ _ r , . 

Early  in  September,  1775,  the  Committee  of  Safety  (acting 
during  the  recess  of  the  New  York  Congress)  employed  Bernard 
Romans  6 as  engineer  of  the  fortifications.  He  draughted  a plan 
for  the  works  which  included  a fort  with  bastions,  five  blockhouses, 
batteries,  barracks,  and  storehouses.  Accompanying  the  drawings 
was  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  timber,  stone,  lime,  nails,  etc., 
necessary  to  execute  the  plans,  with  an  estimated  expense  of .£,4645* 
These  plans  and  estimates  were  submitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  on  September  18,  and  the  following  day  were  forwarded  to 
the  Continental  Congress  without  consultation  with  the  C0ITmls- 
sioners. 7 When  the  news  of  these  proceedings  reached  the  High- 
lands through  John  Berrien’s  letter  (shown  in  facsimile  on  the 
opposite  page)  the  Commissioners  were  indignant  and  declared 
that  Romans’  plans  were  quite  insufficient.  Their  criticisms  of  the 
action  of  the  Committee  and  their  condemnation  of  Romans  s 
plans  and  estimates  are  so  pointed,  we  have  thought  it  important 
to  present  the  greater  part  of  their  communication  verbatim: 

“Gentlemen  [of  the  New  York  Committee  of  Safety]— We  received  last 
night  a letter  from  Mr.  Berrien,  informing  us  that  the  plan  for  building  the 


6 Journal  N.  Y.  Prov.  Congress , I,  20,  38,  40-41,  no,  i?3,  ?*8,  W,  139- 

6 “ Bernard  Romans  was  born  in  Holland,  but  early  in  life  removed  t 


drawings  are  reproduced,  ibid.,  between  pages  736  and  73 7* 


the  publication  ol  a iNaturai  nistory  01  nouud,  F YrrP  , d • , 

;r  by  the  New  York  Committee  of  Safety/*  E.  C.  Boynton,  History  of  West  Point  (1863), 

V Jour.  N . Y.  Prov.  Cong.,  I,  152;  Force,  Auter.  Archives,  4th  series  ,111,  732~736-  Romans’ 

• _ JTrxJ  hatxT7oon  nonAC  *7  'l  r\  JUlfl  7^7. 
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fortification,  with  the  estimation  of  the  expenses,  was  transmitted  to  the 
Continental  Congress.  We  should  have  esteemed  ourselves  happy  had  we 
been  consulted  on  this  subject  before  it  had  been  sent  forward.  It  was  easy 
for  one  of  our  body  to  have  waited  upon  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  have 
given  them  full  satisfaction  relative  to  the  situation  of  the  ground,  which  it 
is  not  possible  for  them  to  know  by  the  plan.  We  conceive  that  an  operation 
of  this  kind  is  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony  and  for  the  advantage 
of  America  in  general.  If  we  are  right  in  our  conjecture,  Mr.  Romans  plan 
is  not  sufficient— it  will  only  be  a temporary  expedient  to  prevent  vessels 
going  up  the  river,  and  should  the  fortification  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
ministerial  troops  it  will  prove  the  ruin  of  the  Province.  Therefore  it  was 
not  possible  for  him  to  give  you  any  calculation  relative  to  the  whole  expense, 
as  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  extend  the  works;  and  the  place,  we 
are  convinced,  may  be  made  impregnable,  and  the  expense  not  enormous. 
It  appears  to  us  that  it  would  have  been  much  better  to  have  calculated  the 
amount  of  what  cost,  than  be  obliged  hereafter  to  apply  a second  time  to 
the  Continental  Congress.  However,  we  submit  our  ideas  to  your  judgment. 
It  is  our  duty  to  be  faithful  to  the  important  charge  committed  to  our  care, 
as  we  will  not  be  answerable  for  measures  we  cannot  conduct;  therefore 
request  the  favour  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  inform  us  whether  we  are  under 
Mr.  Roman’s  direction  or  whether  he  is  obliged  to  consult  with  us  uponthe 
measures  to  be  pursued. 

************** 

We  are,  with  respect,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

SAML.  BAYARD 
WILLIAM  BEDLOW 
JOHN  HANSON 

At  Constitution  Fort, 

Monday  25th  Sept.  1775.” 8 

While  this  letter  is  important  as  marking  the  beginning  of  a long 
controversy  between  the  commissioners  and  the  engineer  of  the 
works,  it  is  of  greater  interest  as  bearing  the  first  known  mention 
of  “Fort  Constitution.”  John  Berrien’s  letter  of  September  21st 
is  addressed  to  “Constitutional  Fort,”  and  we  may  presume  the 
fort,  which  was  in  fact  only  just  begun,  was  being  christened  at 
that  precise  date,  for  all  previous  allusions  to  the  work-in  progress 
on  Martelaer’s  Rock  Island  made  mention  only  of  “the  fortifi- 
cations on  the  bank  of  Hudson’s  River  in  the  Highlands. 


8 Jour.  N.  Y.  Prov.  Cong.,  I,  158-159.  Also  printed  in  Force,  4th  ser.,  Ill,  9*4- 
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“Unconstitutional”  were  the  acts  of  Parliament  and  the  at- 
tempts of  the  Crown  to  coerce  the  colonists,  and  particularly 
strong  were  the  New  York  patriots  for  their  rights  as  free-born 
Englishmen  under  the  British  Constitution.  Hence  the  name  of 
the  initial  military  work  on  Martelaer’s  Rock.  Consider  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  the  following  resolution  passed  by  the  New 
York  Provincial  Congress  on  December  14,  1775- 

“Resolved,  that  the  supposed  present  turbulent  state  or  this 
Colony,  arises  not  from  the  want  of  a proper  attachment  to  our 
Prince,  and  the  establishment  in  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover, 
nor  from  a desire  to  become  independent  of  the  British  Crown,  or 
‘a  spirit  of  opposition’  to  that  just  and  equal  rule  to  which  by 
the  British  Constitution,  and  our  ancient  and  established  form  ot 
Government  we  are  subject,  but  solely  from  the  inroads  made  on 
both  by  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  devised,  tor 
enslaving  His  Majesty’s  liege  subjects  in  the  American  Colonies, 
and  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  ministry  to  carry  those  acts  into 

We  would  be  driving  on  to  anti-climax  if  we  failed  about  here 
in  our  narrative  to  state  that  the  forebodings  of  the  commissioners, 
as  expressed  in  their  letter  of  September  25,  were  borne  out  two 
years  later  when  the  enemy  made  their  first  demonstration  against 
the  island  fort.  So  long,  however,  as  a vestige  of  the  ill-starred 
Fort  Constitution  remains  we  shall  possess  a tangible  reminder 
of  the  sentiment  prevalent  in  this  colony  before  incipient  revolt 
developed  into  a struggle  for  complete  independence. 

Actual  work  on  the  fortification  was  probably  begun  about  the 
middle  of  September,  1775,  and  continued  throughout  the  winter. 
Before  cold  weather  retarded  the  work  there  had  been  erected  two 
barracks,  a blockhouse,  “on  the  highest  cliff  near  the  water,  with 
eight  four-pounders  in  the  upper  story,  and  the  southwest  curtain, 
—two  hundred  feet  in  length,— of  the  proposed  fort.  It  was  an 
error  of  judgment  to  begin  with  that  particular  portion  of  the 
fortification,  which  had  little  effectiveness  in  itself,  instead  of  com- 
pleting first  the  south  bastion,  which  even  without  the  rest  of  the 
works,  might  have  a vessel  under  fire  the  moment  it  turned  the 


9 Jour.  N.  Y.  Prov.  Cong.  I,  218. 
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“west  point.”10  Evidently  the  “southwest  curtain,”  was  to  only 
a slight  degree  composed  of  masonry  and  has  therefore  almost 
entirely  disappeared.  Lord  Stirling  described  it  thus  in  a letter  to 
Washington  dated  June  I,  1776:  “the  westernmost  battery  is  a 
straight  line,  constructed  by  Mr.  Romans  at  a very  great  expense; 
it  has  fifteen  embrasures,  which  face  the  river  at  a right  angle, 
and  can  only  annoy  a ship  in  going  past;  the  embrasures  are 
within  twelve  feet  of  each  other;  the  merlons  on  the  outside  are 
but  about  two  feet  in  the  face,  and  about  seven  feet  deep,  made 
of  square  timber  covered  with  plank,  and  look  very  neat. 

Something  more  than  a superficial  survey  of  the  ground  is  nec- 
essary to-day  to  locate  any  trace  of  the  ‘ southwest  curtain,  the 
first  portion  of  Fort  Constitution  to  be  erected.  A short  stretch 
of  loose  stone  construction  west  of  the  little  headland  whereon  the 
blockhouse  stood  is  all  that  remains  of  that  fort  to  the  westward. 
To  the  eastward  of  the  site  of  the  blockhouse  there  is  now  in  plain 
view  the  entire  foundation  of  the  long  work  referred  to  as  the 
“southeast  curtain.”  The  Field  Exploration  Committee  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society  located  this  important  remnant  of 
the  original  fort  several  years  ago,  hidden  away  in  a dense  growth 
of  brush.  Recently  this  parapet  has  been  cleared  of  shrubbery,  a 
pathway  has  been  opened,  and  this  interesting  ruin  is  now  acces- 
sible for  inspection.  We  make  much  of  this  crude  bit  of  masonry 
for  it  is  about  all  that  remains  of  the  ill-fated  fort;  and  we  reiterate 
that  Fort  Constitution  is  a monument  to  the  sentiment  that  inspired 
its  construction. 

Thomas  Grenell,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  erecting  the  for- 
tifications, thus  described  the  southeast  curtain,  January  19,  1776: 
“the  materials  are  chiefly  large  rocks  from  500  to  a 1,000  weight 
and  some  much  larger,  filled  in  with  the  largest  stones  it  would 
take,  and  the  small  vacancies  filled  with  coarse  gravel  instead  of 
mortar,  as  that  could  not  be  used  at  this  season  of  the  year.” 
This  “southeast  curtain”  was  apparently  what  was  also  referred 
to  as  the  “south  bastion,”  and  again  as  the  “grand  bastion.” 


10  Force,  Amer.  Arch.,  4th  ser.,  Ill,  1356,  1360,  1362,  1657. 

11  Force,  4th  ser.,  VI,  672. 

12  Jour.  N.  Y.  Prov.  Cong.,  I,  260. 
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PARAPET  OF  FORT  CONSTITUTION,  CONSTITUTION  ISLAND 


L’ENF ANT’S  VIEW  OF  WEST  POINT,  CONSTITUTION  ISLAND, 
AND  HUDSON  HIGHLANDS  IN  1780 
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It  was  the  subject  of  some  discussion  as  to  whether  the  work 
in  question  was  to  be  completed;  expenses  were  mounting  and 
Romans’  plans  were  now  quite  universally  condemned.  \ he  con- 
troversy between  the  commissioners  and  Romans  over  distribu- 
tion of  laborers,  expenses  and  authority  waxed  so  bitter  that  to 
prevent  delay  in  the  work  the  Provincial  Congress,  on  December 
6,  1775,  sent  three  men  (Francis  Nicoll,  Thomas  Palmer  and 
Joseph  Drake)  to  settle  the  quarrel  or  failing  that  to  give  their 
own  orders  for  expediting  the  work  of  fortifying  the  post.  This 
committee  reported  that  the  battery  which  was  nearly  finished 
(the  southwest  battery)  did  not  command  the  river,  and  that  the 
“ Grand  Bastion”  which  had  been  begun  around  the  eminence  on 
which  the  blockhouse  stood,  would  be  expensive  to  finish,  difficult 
to  complete  in  season,  and  not  sufficiently  effective  when  it  was 
finished.  They  pointed  out  that  even  if  all  the  works  were  com- 
pleted as  they  had  been  planned  by  Romans,  the  post  would  still 
be  far  from  secure  as  there  were  two  large  eminences  which  over- 
looked the  works,  a fact  which  Romans  should  have  noted  in  his 
first  report  to  the  Congress.  A redoubt  on  each  of  these  hills 
was  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  garrison  in  the  fort.  Besides 
these,  they  recommended  the  construction  of  a barbette  battery 
on  Gravel  Hill,  on  the  southeastern  part  of  the  island.  Gravel 
Hill  battery  was  subsequently  erected  and  its  extensive  remains 
are  plainly  visible  to-day.  The  committee  also  recommended  a 
breastwork  in  a hollow  facing  West  Point.  Moreover  they  ear- 
nestly advised  fortifying  the  hill  on  the  north  side  of  Poplopen  Kill, 
which  they  termed  “the  most  advantageous  situation  in  the  High- 
lands for  a fortification.”  On  December  19,  1775?  t^e  Provincial 
Congress  ordered  Colonel  Brasher,  Thomas  Palmer  and  Captain 
John  Grenell  to  carry  to  the  Continental  Congress  the  committee’s 
report  about  Fort  Constitution  and  their  recommendations  for 
other  fortifications.13 

These  gentlemen  supported  in  person  the  charge  that  Fort 
Constitution,  as  Romans  was  constructing  it,  was  “too  large  and 
expensive,  and  ill  calculated  to  annoy  the  enemy.”  After  two 
days’  debate  the  Continental  Congress  decided  to  “abandon  the 


13  Jour.  N.  Y.  Prov.  Cong.,  I,  207,  223-224,  226-227. 
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works  at  Martelaer’s  Rock  with  Romans  the  projector  of  them 
and  resolved  that  a point  of  land  at  Poplopen  Kill  ought  without 
delay  to  be  effectually  fortified.  The  New  York -Congress  was 
made  the  agent  for  executing  this  resolution 

An  extensive  work  begun  about  the  middle  of  Marc  ’ 7J  ’ 
on  the  north  side  of  Poplopen  Kill  was  christened  Fort  Mont- 
gomery. Another  work  erected  later  on  the  south  side  was  called 

F0Wehrevm  to  the  construction  of  Fort  Constitution  only  to  add 
that  on  January  23,  1776,  the  New  York  Committee  of  Safety 
ordered  the  commissioners  of  fortifications  to  complete  the  intended 
southeast  battery  since  the  foundation  was  finished,  and  later 
approved  the  method  of  doing  so  suggested  by  the  commissioners 
as  being  expeditious,  useful  for  its  purpose  and  not  very  expensive 

Many  are  the  references  in  Force’s  Jrchrves,  in  the 
of  the  Continental  Congress  and  of  the  New  York  Provincial  C 
gress  to  the  construction  of  Fort  Constitution,  its 
sonnel  and  final  rejection  as  a regular  fortress.  We  have  tried 
to  limit  our  story  to  what  is  represented  by  the  rums  visible  on  the 
southerly  shore  of  Constitution  Island  to-day. 

A simple  earthwork,  such  as  Gravel  Hill  fort,  is  probably  abou 
all  in  the  way  of  fortifications  that  should  have  been  allotted  to 
Constitution  Island,  surrounded  as  it  was  by  eminences  on  every 
side.  This  earthwork  battery,  constructed  largely  by  unskilled 
workmen  as  represented  by  the  garrison,  was  doubtless  erec«d 
small  cost  and  its  armament  of  fourteen  guns,  if  of  proper  caliber, 
Tould  have  been  quite  effective  in  commanding  the  reach  down 
the  river  and  the  sharp  turn  of  the  stream  at  the  west  point.  1 his 
of  course  presupposes  the  existence  of  a regular  fortification,  o 
fortress,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  down  the  river.  Th®  e^rth“ 
battery  could  be  relied  on  to  stop  any  part  of  the  enemy  s fleet  th 
might  succeed  in  passing  the  fortress  to  the  southward,  and  is 
conceivable  that  if  one  formidable  unit  of  a hostile  fleet  should 
run  the  batteries  its  commander  might  insure  his  safe  return  y 

h°SWith  the*1  fall  of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  which  were 

» Utters  of  Members  of  the  Continental  Congress,  I,  295.  297;  Jour.  Cent.  Cong.,  IV,  34- 

is  j0Ur.  N.  Y.  Prov.  Cong.,  I,  263,  298-299,  303. 
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REDOUBT  NO.  7,  ON  THE  WESTERLY  END  OF  CONSTITUTION  ISLAND 


REDOUBT  NO.  5,  EAST  END  OF  CONSTITUTION  ISLAND 
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taken  by  assault  by  the  British,  October  6,  17 77,  F ott  Constitu- 
tion was  doomed,  for  it  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  an  enemy  bat- 
tery erected  at  West  Point.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  writing  from  bort 
Montgomery  to  General  Sir  William  Howe  on  October  9,  1777, 
reported  that  he  and  Commodore  Hotham  had,  on  the  seventh, 
“sent  a joint  summons  to  Fort  Constitution,  but  our  flag  meet- 
ing with  an  insolent  reception,  unknown  in  any  war  we  determined 
to  chastise,  and  therefore  an  embarkation  under  Major  General 
Tryon  and  Sir  James  Wallace  with  the  gallies,  was  ordered.  [On 
October  8,]  they  found  the  Fort  evacuated  in  the  greatest  confusion, 
their  store-houses  burnt,  but  their  cannon  were  left  unspiked 

The  fall  of  the  first  fortifications  on  the  Hudson  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  Americans  to  the  necessity  of  more  extensive  works 
in  the  Highlands,  and  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  that  end,  and 
these  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the  cluster  of  fortifications  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  which  comprised  the  stronghold  of  West  Point. 
Of  these  works  forts  No.  5,  No.  6 and  No.  7 are  still  visible  on 
Constitution  Island.  They  are  well  preserved,  and  could  be  main- 
tained in  their  present  state,— lasting  mementoes  ot  the  struggle 

for  ^d.®P®n^“Cee;  for  sincere  congratulation  that  we  claim  Consti- 
tution Island  with  its  many  historic  remains  to-day  a public  domain; 
for  it  has  become  an  addition  to  the  Military  Reservation  of  West 

P°0n  the  occasion  of  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  Anniversary 
of  the  Construction  of  Fort  Constitution  it  would  be  exceedingly 
appropriate  if  there  could  be  displayed  a fitting  memorial  to  that 
peculiarly  named  fortress;  and  we  would  suggest  that  it  be  de- 
signed in  bold  form  and  be  placed  upon  the  eminence  whereon 
originally  stood  the  Block  House,  or  Round  Tower,  close  to  the 
island’s  southerly  shore.  Standing  there  in  plain  view  of  the  passen- 
gers on  every  craft  that  plies  the  noble  stream  which  Constitu- 
tional Fort”  was  intended  to  protect,  this  memorial  would  become 
a perpetual  reminder  of  the  spirit  of  those  who  designed  and  con- 
structed a work  which,  though  it  failed  in  a military  sense,  is  yet  in 
its  ruins  a monument  to  the  sentiment  that  brought  it  into  being. 

, uAlmon’s  Remembrancer  for  i777,  P-  4*5 • Cf.  ibid. , p.  432,  for  Commodore  Hotham’s 
report  of  the  same  event. 
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THE  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK 

IN  1816 

Proposals  for  its  Formation  in  the  Handwriting  of 
DeWitt  Clinton 

Whereas  the  new  publications  of  Europe  worthy  of  notice  & 
patronage  do  not  reach  the  United  States  but  at  remote  periods 
and  at  high  prices.  In  order  therefore  to  provide  against  these 
inconveniences,  the  Subscribers  have  entered  into  an  association 
to  be  denominated  the  Bibliographical  Society  of  New  York,  the 
constitution  of  which  Society  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit, 

I.  The  objects  of  the  Society  are  to  procure  at  the  cheapest 
rate  & in  the  most  prompt  manner  books  of  distinguished  merit 
from  Europe  and  for  this  purpose  catalogues  of  all  new  publica- 
tions shall  be  procured  periodically  from  the  most  celebrated  book- 
sellers of  London,  Paris  & Hamburgh  and  a correspondence  opened 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  for  cash  such  books  as  shall  be  desig- 
nated in  the  manner  herein  after  mentioned. 

2 The  said  Catalogues  shall  be  reviewed  by  a Committee  and 
such  books  as  shall  be  selected  by  the  said  Committee  shall  be 
purchased  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society  out  of  its  funds;  And 
any  member  may  on  advancing  the  money,  procure  through  the 
Society  such  publications  as  he  may  desire  on  his  own  account. 

, Each  member  shall  pay  at  the  time  of  subscribing  this  con- 
stitution the  sum  of  and  every  year  thereafter 

the  sum  of 

4 The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  annually  chosen  on  the 
day  of  and  shall  consist  of  a President,  Secretary, 

Treasurer  & Standing  Committee. 

5.  The  duty  of  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  to  select 
books  of  distinguished  merit  for  purchase  on  account  of  the  Society 
and  to  correspond  with  the  foreign  booksellers  for  that  purpose. 
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6.  The  Society  shall  meet  twice  a year.  At  the  time  of  the 

annual  election  as  before  mentioned  and  on  the  day 

of 

7.  New  Members  may  be  proposed  and  admitted  at  the  same 
meeting  a majority  of  those  present  concurring. 

8.  All  elections  & admissions  shall  be  by  ballet 

9.  This  constitution  shall  take  effect  when  twenty  persons 
become  members  by  subscribing  their  names  to  it 

New  York  DeWitt  Clinton 

February,  1816  David  Hosack 

John  Pintard 
John  R.  Murray 
C.  Bowen 
E.  Weeks 


Since  the  Constitution  of  the  Bibliographical  Society  was  effec- 
tive when  twenty  persons  had  become  members  and  this  document 
in  possession  of  the  Society  has  but  six  signatures,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  organization  became  a reality. 


The  Monument  Erected  to  Gen.  James  Wolfe 

In  the  October  1920  Quarterly  Bulletin  appears  an  account  of 
the  Wolfe  Monument  erected  in  New  York  at  8th  Ave.  and  14th 
Street  about  which  little  is  known.  The  following  taken  from  the 
“Middlesex  Journal  & Evening  Advertiser”  of  October  15,  1776, 
published  in  London,  shows  that  Lord  Sterling  was  responsible  lor 
the  erection  of  the  Wolfe  monument:  “It  is  something  remarkable 
that  Mr.  Alexander,  commonly  called  Lord  Sterling  was  the  first 
and  principal  person  who  promoted  the  design  of  erecting  a statue 
to  Lord  Howe,  as  also  of  a monument  to  the  memory  of  General 
Wolfe  near  New  York.” 
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WATER  COLOR  PORTRAIT  OF  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  MADE  FROM  LIFE  WHILE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

By  an  English  Artist,  Robert  Field 
(Acquired  by  the  Society,  1923) 


120  THE  N E W - Y 


ORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


NOTES 


The  Society  celebrated  the  One  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  Anni- 
versary of  its  Founding  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  November  20, 
1021  in  its  Assembly  Hall.  President  John  A.  Weekes  addressed 
the  audience  giving  an  interesting  resume  of  the  Society  s history. 
The  speaker  of  the  evening,  Dr.  Dixon  Ryan  Fox,  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  History,  Columbia  University,  delivered  the  anniversary 
address  entitled,  “The  New  England  Heritage,  a scholarly  pres- 
entation of  the  development  of  thought  in  America. 


The  Greenwich  Village  Historical  Society  forwarded  a commu- 
nication signed  by  fifty-five  of  its  members,  congratulating  the 
Society  on  its  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  birthday. 

Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton,  Secretary  of  the  Field  Explora- 
tion Committee,  represented  the  Society  and  spoke  at  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  memorial  monument  to  soldiers  of  the  Continental 
Army  at  Young’s  Corners,  Westchester,  N.  Y.,  on  October  27, 
iQ2t  and  gave  an  address  on  “Historical  Westchester  County 
before  The  Mother’s  Council  of  Larchmont,  N.  Y.,  on  November 
16,  1923. 

Mr.  William  Rhinelander  Stewart,  Treasurer  of  the  Washing- 
ton Arch  Committee,  presented  his  collection  of  manuscripts, 
pamphlets,  photographs,  original  drawing,  etc.,  gathered  in  con- 
nection with  the  erection  of  the  temporary  and  permanent  arches 
in  Washington  Square,  New  York  City,  in  1889  commemorating 
the  centennial  of  the  inauguration  of  George  Washington  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Included  with  the  collection  is  the 
original  autograph  subscription  list,  for  the  temporary  arch. 

The  Library  is  indebted  to  Mr.  William  G.  Ver  Planck  for  the 
gift  of  twenty-four  parchment  deeds  to  property  in  New  York 
City  variously  dated  from  1697  to  1806. 

The  Library  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  for  the 
gift  of  many  books,  pamphlets,  views,  and  manuscripts,  also  for 
four  pieces  of  pewter  added  to  the  Nash  Pewter  Collection. 

Colonel  Charles  Elliot  Warren  and  Mr.  C.  Harold  Smith  pre- 
sented the  Society  with  a complete  set  of  engraved  portraits  of 
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the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  from  George  Washington  to 
Calvin  Coolidge  inclusive,  engraved  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  at  Washington,  D.  C. 


ANNUAL 


MEMBERSHIP 


Lemuel  A.  Welles 


LIFE 

William  S.  Mason 


NECROLOGY 

Lawrence  Van  Alstyne,  a Life  Member  since  1895,  died  at 
Sharon,  Conn.,  November  30,  1923,  m t^ie  85th  year  of  his  age. 

Philip  R.  Corell,  a Life  Member  since  1906,  died  December  23, 
1923,  in  the  49th  year  of  his  age. 

Miss  Georgina  Schuyler,  Life  Member  since  1916,  died  Decem- 
ber 25,  1923,  in  the  83rd  year  of  her  age. 


LECTURES 

Owing  to  an  important  engagement,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Colby 
will  be  unable  to  lecture  before  the  Society  on  January  8,  1924  on 
the  Life  and  Work  of  Francis  Parkman.  Mr.  Le  Roy  Jeffers  will 
lecture  on  “Colorful  Scenery  of  Mexico  and  the  Southwest”  with 
stereopticon  illustrations  on  that  date. 

On  February  5,  1924,  Mr.  George  A.  Plimpton  will  deliver  an 
address  on  “The  Hornbook  in  America.”  After  the  address  Mr. 
Plimpton  will  have  on  exhibition  his  collection  of  books  illustrating 
the  lecture. 

On  March  4,  1924,  Professor  Adriaan  Jacob  Barnouw,  Queen 
Wilhelmena  Professor  of  Dutch  history  at  Columbia  University, 
will  lecture  on  “Dutch  Ships  and  Skippers  in  New  Amsterdam. 

On  April  1,  1924,  Mr.  J.  William  Rutherford  will  lecture  on 
“New  York  City — Past,  Passing  and  Present,”  with  stereopticon 
illustrations. 
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SHOT  TOWER,  EAST  RIVER  AND  53»  STREET,  N.  Y.  CITY.  ERECTED  BY  GEORGE  YOULE, 

l82I-l823 

Painted  by  Jasper  F.  Cropsey! 

(Acquired  by  the  Society,  1923) 
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COLONIAL  COMMISSIONS 
1680-1772 

Previous  to  the  fire  of  1911  in  the  State  Library  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  there  existed  five  volumes  of  original  Commissions,  orders, 
warrants,  etc.  for  various  appointments  and  commands  both  civil 
and  military  relating  to  the  Province  of  New  York  and  covering 
the  period  1680  to  1772.  These  volumes  were  part  of  a series  of 
thirty-eight  volumes  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  which 
had  been  transferred  to  the  State  Library  before  the  fire  and  are 
now  destroyed.  The  balance  of  the  volumes  from  six  to  thirty- 
eight  still  remain  in  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office  and  date  from 
1770  to  1822. 

Among  the  papers  of  the  late  Dr.  E.  B.  O Callaghan  transferred 
to  The  New-York  Historical  Society  in  1882  after  his  death,  we 
are  fortunate  in  having  a transcript  of  volumes  1 to  20  of  these 
books  of  Commissions  (as  they  are  generally  referred  to)  which 
makes  available  a digest  of  each  of  these  original  documents  lost 
in  the  fire,  giving  the  date,  from  and  to  whom  issued  and  for  what 
purpose.  This  abstract  of  a most  important  series  of  lost  records 
becomes  therefore  first-hand  information  and  with  this  issue  of 
the  Quarterly  Bulletin  we  commence  the  publication  of  this 
data  which  will  include  only  that  portion  of  the  volumes  destroyed 
in  the  fire  of  1911,  namely  volumes  1 to  5,  inclusive,  covering 
1680—1772.  They  will  be  continued  in  each  succeeding  issue  of 
the  Bulletin  and  when  completed  a limited  number  of  reprints 
will  be  available. 

Book  I 

1677-April  30.  Commission  of  Henry  Coursey  to  treat  with  and 
make  peace  with  the  Susquehannoh  Cinnigos  or  other 
Indians  north  of  Maryland.  Deed  Book  VI,  28. 
1680-May  24.  Commission  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  Capt.  John 
Lewin  appointing  him  his  Agent  to  enquire  into  the 
Condition  of  New  York,  its  quitrents  &c. 

Sept.  10.  Grant  to  Sir  George  Carterett  Kt.  & Bart,  of  (East) 
New  Ceasaria  or  New  Jersey. 
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1681- March  4.  Patent  to  William  Penn  for  the  Province  of 

Pennsylvania. 

April  2.  Letter  of  Secy.  Conway  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Pennsylvania  ordering  them  in  the  King’s  name  to  yield 
obedience  to  Wm.  Penn. 

April  10.  Commission  of  Wm.  Penn  to  William  Markham 
to  be  his  Deputy  Governor  for  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

July  30.  Warrant  to  Sir  E.  Andross  Kt.  to  release  to  Mrs. 
Ogle  Col.  Lovelace’s  garden  house  in  the  Broadway  New 
York. 

Aug.  2.  Order  of  Sir  E.  Andross  Kt.  to  Capt.  Brocholls  to 
record  the  said  Warrant. 

Aug.  27.  of  the  Duke  of  York  for  the  Continuance  of  all 

Justices  and  Magistrates  in  the  Province  of  New  York 
till  further  Order. 

1682- Feb.  16.  Letter  of  the  Earl  of  Bath,  Edw.  Atkins  and  Lady 

Carteret,  Trustees,  to  the  Gov.  of  E.  New  Jersey  order- 
ing him  not  to  purchase  any  Indian  Lands,  make  Patents, 
or  suffer  any  settlements  to  be  made  until  further  orders. 

May  15.  Commission  of  Lord  Baltimore  to  Col.  Henry 
Coursey  and  Col.  Philemon  Loyd  to  negotiate  a peace 
with  the  Senecas  and  other  Indians. 

Aug.  24.  Grant  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  Wm.  Penn,  of  New 
Castle  and  twelve  miles  around. 

of  the  same  to  the  same  of  a Tract  of  Land 

12  miles  south  from  New  Castle  to  the  Whore  kill. 

Sept.  30.  Commission  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  Col.  Dongan 
to  be  Governor  of  New  York. 

Oct.  3. of  the  Duke  of  York  to  Col.  Dongan  to  be 

Vice  Admiral  of  New  York. 

I683~Jan.  4. of  William  Dyre  as  Surveyor  of  Customs. 

Feb.  17. of  Lucas  Santen  as  Collector  of  New  York. 

March  14.  Grant  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  Earl  of  Perth 
and  others  of  East  New  Jersey. 

1685-Nov.  18.  Commission  of  Patrick  Mein  to  be  Surveyor  of 
Customs  in  America. 


126  THE  NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


1687- Aug.  14.  Letter  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Plantations  in 

America  to  Gov.  Dongan  to  permit  ships  bound  to  East 
Jersey  to  proceed  directly  thither,  without  touching  at 
New  York. 

Nov.  30.  Minute  of  the  Council  of  East  New  Jersey  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  orders  contained  in  the  last  men- 
tioned letter. 

1688- April  22.  Letter  of  the  king  to  Gov.  Dongan  ordering  him 

to  resign  the  government  of  New  York  to  Sir  E.  Andross 

May  19. of  Gov.  Dongan  to  Messrs.  Cortland,  Fillipsen 

and  Bayard  appointing  them  to  superintend,  affairs  of 
government  in  the  City  of  New  York  during  his  absence. 
Nov.  4.  Commission  of  Matthew  Plowman  to  be  Collector 
at  New  York,  vice  Santen. 


Book  II 

1686-June  21.  Letter  of  the  King  notifying  the  appointment  of 
William  Blathwayt  as  Auditor  General  of  His  Majesty  s 
revenues  in  America. 

1689-Dec.  6.  Commission  to  Mathew  Clarkson  to  be  Secretary  of 
the  Province  of  New  York. 

Dec.  J0hn  Hutchins  to  be  Lieut,  of  a Company  of 

Foot,  and  a certificate  of  his  having  taken  certain  oaths. 

jbqo-Tan.  4.  Commission  of  Henry  Sloughter  to  be  Governor  of 
N.  York. 

Mav  31.  Warrant  to  Gov.  Sloughter  to  use  the  Seal  of  New 
York. 

Sept.  22.  Mandamus  appointing  Joseph  Dudley  a Member  of 
the  Council  of  New  York. 

1692-Feb.  17.  Patent  to  Thomas  Neale,  Esq.  to  establish  Post 
Offices  throughout  the  several  Colonies  in  America. 

March  7.  Commission  of  Rev.  John  Miller  to  be  Chaplain 
of  the  two  Companies  of  foot  in  New  York. 

March  9.  License  from  the  Bishop  of  London  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Miller,  and  certificate  that  he  has  taken  certain  oaths. 

March  18.  Commission  of  Benjamin  Fletcher  to  be  Governor 
of  New  York. 
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1692-April  3. Benjamin  Fletcher  to  be  Vice  Admiral  of  the 

Province  of  New  York. 

April  4. Andrew  Hamilton  to  be  Deputy  Postmaster 

General  in  America. 

Sept.  20.  Letter  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  Gov. 
Fletcher  to  assist  the  fleet  sent  to  the  West  Indies  against 
the  French. 

Oct.  11.  (Circular)  letter  of  the  Queen  to  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  to  assist  New  York. 

Oct.  21.  Commission  of  Benjamin  Fletcher  of  New  York  to 
be  Governor  of  Pensylvania  and  New  Castle. 

I^93~Jan*  :7-  Commission  to  Chidley  Brooke  to  be  Collector  of 
N.  York. 

June  10.  — — -Benjamin  Fletcher  to  be  Commander  in  Chief 

of  the  Militia  of  Connecticut. 

1694- March  22.  Grant  to  the  Duke  of  Schonberg  and  Leinster  of 

all  wrecks  in  America  between  120  S.  and  40°  N.  Lat. 
April  1.  Warrant  for  the  appointment  of  certain  officers  in 
the  four  foot  Companies  for  New  York. 

April  1.  Establishment  for  four  Companies  of  Foot  for 
New  York. 

1 695-  An  Act  for  Reversing  the  Attainder  of  J acob  Leysler 
and  others  (7.  Wm.) 

1696- Sept.  25.  Letter  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Gov.  Fletcher 

notifying  him  of  their  appointment,  and  directing  him  to 
answer  certain  Queries  on  the  state  of  his  government. 

Nov.  9.  Commission  to  Stephen  Cortlandt  &c.  to  admin- 
ister the  Government  at  New  York  in  Gov.  Fletcher’s 
absence. 

1697- April  20.  Warrant  empowering  the  Gov.  of  New  York  to 

commission  Wm.  Smith  as  Judge,  John  Tuder  Register, 
Jarvis  Marshall,  Marshal;  and  James  Graham  Advocate 
of  the  Admiralty  Court. 

April  30.  Dedimus  Potestatem  to  Frederick  Phillips,  Stephen 
Cortland  and  other  members  of  the  Council  of  New  York 
to  administer  certain  oaths  to  the  Gov.  &c. 

June  18.  Commission  of  the  Earl  of  Bellomont  as  Governor 
of  N.  York. 
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AN  INDIAN  MEDAL  OF  1750 

By  Sydney  P.  Noe 

Secretary  and  Librarian,  The  American  Numismatic  Society 

In  1923,  there  was  presented  to  The  New  York  Historical  Society, 
a very  interesting  Indian  Medal  of  which  an  illustration  is  given 
herewith.  According  to  the  family  tradition  (which  there  is  not 
the  slightest  reason  for  doubting,)  this  medal  was  given  to  Major- 
General  Philip  Schuyler  of  Revolutionary  fame  by  one  of  the  last 
of  the  chiefs  of  the  Mohawks.  It  has  been  uninterruptedly  in  the 
possession  of  members  of  his  family  since  it  was  given  to  him,  pass- 
ing to  his  son  John  Bradstreet  Schuyler  and  his  grandson  Philip 
Schuyler.  It  then  passed  to  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  grandson 
Philip,  Ruth  Schuyler  Ogden;  to  her  son  Walter,  to  his  cousin 
Richard  Ogden  and  lastly  to  Miss  Fanny  Ogden,  through  whose 
generosity  it  has  come  into  the  possession  of  The  New  York  His- 
torical Society. 

Unfortunately  for  us,  we  do  not  know  just  when  the  medal  was 
presented  by  the  Mohawk  chieftain  to  General  Schuyler.  We  know 
that  while  still  a youth,  he  had  been  “ adopted”  by  the  Oneidas, 
and  his  friendship  seems  to  have  been  much  appreciated  by  other 
tribes  of  the  Iroquois  as  well.  On  repeated  occasions  he  upheld 
their  rights,  and  his  influence  with  them  was  relied  upon  by  Wash- 
ington not  only  during  the  Revolution  but  after  peace  had  been 
declared.  The  medal  can  hardly  have  been  given  to  him  in  1750, 
the  date  it  bears,  because  he  was  then  but  seventeen  years  of  age. 
It  is  much  more  likely  to  have  been  presented  after  the  close  of 
the  Revolution,  possibly  during  the  period  he  was  Commissioner  to 
the  Indians. 

This  piece  brings  out  very  strongly  the  great  importance  of  the 
data  which  each  of  these  metal  documents  bears  within  itself.  One 
is  at  once  struck  by  the  fact  that  one  of  the  two  inscriptions  is  in 
the  Indian  tongue,  and  that  this  is  the  one  that  is  dated.  An  exam- 
ination of  the  reproduction  will  show  an  oval  medallion  55  mm.  in 
length  by  50  mm.  in  width,  and  of  silver.  The  obverse  shows  the 
busts  of  a young  man  and  a young  woman,  vis-a-vis,  beneath  a 
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five-pointed  crown;  the  workmanship  being  of  the  crudest.  The 
man  appears  to  be  in  armor — across  his  breast  there  is  a sash  bear- 
ing a star.  The  woman  wears  a necklace  and  brooch,  and  her  hair 
is  dressed  in  a fashion  that  could  hardly  have  been  popular  for  long. 
It  would  be  more  generous  to  attribute  the  result  to  lack  of  skill  in 
the  “ artist.”  The  border  bears  two  crossed  palm-branches  beneath 
the  busts,  and  the  following  inscription,  incised  “George  & 

Caroline  : Kg:  & Q : OF  ENGLa  : ...  ill 

The  reverse  is  very  flat  and  is  occupied  almost  entirely  by  the 
following  inscription,  which  is  engraved  or  countersunk. 


Inscription 

Ganousseracheri 

Tganiatarechoo 

TSCHIGOCHGOHARONG 


Mod.  Mohawk 

Ken-osera-te 

T-ganiata-rio 

Tsi-kaioko-ha-ronon 


Mr.  Parker's  Trans. 
In  this  year 
Pleasant  Lake 

Of  Chigochogoh 
a resident 


Mr.  Heye3  s Trans. 
This  year  present 
There  Lake  hand- 
some 

(pretty,  pleasant) 
Of  Cayuga, 
a resident 


RACHWISTONIS 

HAJINKONIS 

1750 


Ra-wist-onis 

Ha-tsik-onis 

1750 


He  a Blacksmith 
He  made  this  button 
(medal) 

I7SO 


He  metal  works 
He  medal  makes 

1750 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Parker,  of  the  State  Museum 
at  Albany  and  to  Mr.  George  G.  Heye,  of  the  Museum  of  the 
American  Indian,  Heye  Foundation,  of  this  city,  for  the  above 
transliteration  and  translations.  It  will  be  seen  that  they  are  not 
at  variance  save  in  that  Mr.  Heye  believes  that  the  name  of  the 
place  of  which  the  metal  worker  is  a resident  is  unmistakablyCayuga. 
An  alternate  translation  furnished  by  Mr.  Heye  differs  in  that 
it  indicates  “while  Handsome  Lake  was  a resident  of  Cayuga  a 
metal-worker  made  this  medal,”  but  Mr.  Heye  points  out  that  this 
could  hardly  have  been  the  Seneca  prophet  of  that  name,  as  he  was 
but  fifteen  years  old  in  that  year,  and  had  probably  not  yet  suc- 
ceeded to  the  name  which  was  hereditary.  . 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  workmanship,  crude  though  it  is, 
one  can  hardly  believe  that  this  medal  was  produced  by  an  Indian 
craftsman,  or  that  the  inscription  of  the  reverse  could  have  been 
cut  or  engraved  by  an  Indian.  The  more  reasonable  translation  is, 
therefore,  the  one  establishing  that  this  inscription  was  engraved 
while  “Pleasant  Lake”  resided  at  Cayuga.  His  residence  there 
would  seem  to  have  been  of  sufficient  importance  to  define  the 
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year  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  and  our  knowledge  of  a sachem 
who  later  bore  this  name  is  support  for  the  presumption  that 
“Pleasant  Lake”  was  an  Indian.  Otherwise,  if  one  should  contend 
that  the  individual  bearing  this  name  was  the  metal  worker,  we  are 
forced  either  to  the  admission  that  an  Indian  was  capable  oi  en- 
graving this  inscription,  or  that  “Pleasant  Lake”  may  have  been 
the  name  given  to  an  English  smith  dwelling  among  them,  and 
both  of  these  alternatives  fail  to  satisfy. 

But  difficult  as  it  is  to  believe  that  the  reverse  inscription  could 
have  been  the  work  of  an  Indian,  the  obverse  of  our  medal  offers 
even  greater  objections  to  the  statement  that  a “metal-worker 
made  this  medal.”  The  placing  of  the  figures  face  to  face  was  a 
common  practice  on  continental  marriage  medals  of  this  and  earlier 
periods,  but  the  fashion  of  having  these  oval  m form  was  more 
common  in  England  than  elsewhere,  although  the  oval  medals  usu- 
allv  date  considerably  before  the  time  of  George  II.  According  to 
the  incised  inscription,  these  are  portraits  of  King  George  11  and 
Oueen  Caroline,  but  as  he  was  married  previous  to  his  accession  in 
I727,  they  must  have  been  much  older  in  1750  than  it  is  the  inten- 
tion to  have  them  appear  on  this  medal.  A hint  for  the  solution 
of  these  objections  comes  with  a renewed  examination  oi  the  in- 
scription. Just  above  the  tip  of  the  right  palm-branch,  there  are 
two  letters  to  be  seen,  and  these  are  raised,  and  not  impressed  as 
are  the  others.  With  this  clue,  it  is  easy  to  find  further  evidence 
that  the  remainder  of  this  inscription  has  been  erased,  and  the  one 
now  visible  superimposed.  In  other  words,  we  have  to  do  with  a 
palimpsest.  And  this  is  borne  out  by  a further  scrutiny  of  the 
reverse,  for  around  its  edge  there  are  traces  of  a decorative  border 
which  has  also  been  erased.  Here  and  there  the  outlines  of  what 
are  probably  oak  leaves  are  to  be  seen,  and  this  rim  or  border  has 
been  over-run  and  completely  disregarded  by  the  inscription  in  the 

Mohawk  language.  , ..  , 

Whether  it  will  be  possible  to  obtain  any  further  details  regard- 
ing the  earlier  medal  is  problematical.  To  explain  the  possible  ways 
for  its  having  come  into  possession  of  its  Indian  Owner,  it  might 
be  well  to  recapitulate  a few  of  the  facts  which  governed  the  giving 
of  these  medals.  Ordinarily  they  are  known  as  Indian  Peace  Medals, 
and  were  given  to  the  more  prominent  of  the  chiefs  to  confirm  them 
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in  their  allegiance.  Not  only  France  and  England  adopted  the 
practice,  but  Spain,  and  later  the  United  States.  The  custom 
was  still  observed  as  late  as  the  administration  of  President 
Benjamin  Harrison.  These  medals  were  presented  in  varying  sizes — 
the  larger  the  medal  the  greater  the  honor  bestowed  upon  its  Indian 
recipient.  They  were  occasionally  conferred  at  the  ratification  of 
treaties,  and  frequently  the  presentation  seems  to  have  been  depend- 
ent upon  the  surrender  of  the  medal  of  a rival  nation.  The  medals 
struck  by  the  French  do  not  appear  to  have  been  especially  designed 
for  use  with  the  Indians,  but  from  fairly  early  times,  the  English 
appreciated  their  value  in  keeping  the  leaders  of  the  tribes  loyal. 
One  of  the  French  medals  in  the  sale  of  the  Hunter  Collection 
(1920)  bore  the  portrait  of  Louis  XV  on  the  obverse,  but  the  in- 
scription had  been  erased,  and  in  its  place  “GORGE  III”  had  been 
substituted — possibly  by  one  of  the  “smiths”  of  whom  we  have 
been  speaking,  whose  zeal  outran  his  learning. 

It  is  possible,  therefore,  that  our  medal  may  have  undergone  a 
similar  alteration.  The  reason  for  this,  however,  we  can  only  con- 
jecture. As  has  been  said,  the  form  and  style  of  this  medal  is  more 
characteristic  of  English  workmanship  than  of  that  of  any  other 
nation — it  may  have  dated  back  as  far  as  the  time  of  the  Stuarts, 
in  whose  day  the  oval  medal  was  much  affected.  If  this  were  so, 
the  addition  of  the  names  of  King  George  and  Queen  Caroline  would 
have  been  made  for  the  sake  of  bringing  the  piece  up  to  date. 
Another  possible  explanation  would  be  that  in  I75°>  on  the  occa” 
sion  of  some  parley,  a need  had  arisen  for  such  a badge,  and  that 
this  marriage  medal,  up  till  then  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the 
English  members  of  the  party,  had  been  commandeered  and  altered 
to  its  present  form  by  the  smith  mentioned  in  the  inscription.  The 
crudeness  of  the  obverse  might  be  accounted  for  as  tooling  which 
the  medal  had  undergone  to  offset  the  wear  of  which  there  still 
remains  considerable  evidence.  „ 

In  closing,  a word  should  be  devoted  to  the  smith  or  metal 
worker.”  This  medal  is  incontrovertible  evidence  of  the  presence 
of  such  men  among  the  Indians  in  the  colonial  days,  and  it  affords 
confirmation  of  a number  of  references  to  them  in  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  period.  A petition  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  as 
early  as  1714  from  a sachem  of  the  Senecas  asks  that  a smith  be 
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sent  into  our  country  to  mend  our  arms  and  hatchets”1  while  a 
letter  of  Sir  William  Johnson  to  Gov.  Clinton,  dated  Nov.  6,  1750, 
mentions  that  “there  is  one  Myndert  Wemp  gone  to  the 
Seneca’s  castle  Some  time  ago,  with  all  his  tools  &ca.”  2 A pre- 
vious letter  from  the  same  writer,  under  date  of  January  22,  1749— 
50  reads  “The  Oneida  Sachems  were  with  me  last  week  earnestly 
desiring  th[e]y  might  be  allowed  a Smith  among  them.  I told 
them  I would  acquaint  your  Excellency  of  it,  & let  them  know 
your  answer  soon.  There  is  but  one  Smith  this  Winter  among  the 
five  Nations,  & that  is  at  the  Seneca’s,  who  pressed  very  hard  for 
it.”3  The  letter  of  Nov.  6,  1750,  states  further  “In  obedience  to 
your  Excellencys  orders  [signified]  me  by  your  letter  of  the  19th  Ult. 
I have  with  much  difficulty  prevailed  with  a Smith  to  go  to  the 
Onondaga’s  Castle,  being  so  late  in  the  season  as  to  render  it  very 
disagreeable,  as  well  as  difficult.  ...  P.  S.  The  man  whom  I 
sent  to  On[on]daga  is  named  Wm.  Printup  one  of  the  best  workmen 
in  the  country,  and  the  fittest  person  could  be  found  to  send  there 
as  he  is  very  much  looked  upon  by  sd  Nation,  on  account  of  his 
father  having  lived  among  them  several  years  in  the  countrys  service, 
he  also  talks  the  Indian  language  best  of  any  in  the  Province.” 

It  would  therefore  seem  probable,  from  this  information,  that 
our  medal  may  have  been  altered  by  one  of  these  men,  and  presum- 
ably  by  William  Printup,  because  the  Seneca’s  country,  to  which 
we  are  informed  that  Wemp  had  gone  was  west  of  Cayuga.  The 
information  which  they  were  able  to  forward  to  the  English  must 
have  been  of  great  value  in  this  interval  between  the  treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle  and  the  outbreak  of  the  French  and  Indian  War 
in  1753- 

This  is  the  only  medal  with  a native  inscription  known  to  me, 
and  the  data  it  affords  is  of  considerable  importance.  As  has  been 
pointed  out,  it  is  more  likely  to  have  come  into  the  possession  of 
General  Schuyler  after  the  Revolution  than  before  it,  for  with  the 
defeat  of  the  English,  its  value  to  its  Mohawk  owner  was  lowered. 
Possibly  its  “presentation”  to  General  Schuyler  may  have  been 
stimulated  by  the  prospect  of  receiving  a newer  and  possibly  a 
larger  medal  the  acceptance  of  which  would  be  a token  of  allegiance 
to  the  government  of  the  newly  formed  United  States. 

2 Johnson  Papers,  I,  307. 


1 N.  Y.  Col.  Doc.  V,  387. 


3 Ibid.  I,  262. 
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CADWALLADER  COLDEN  AND  HIS  HOMESTEAD  AT 
SPRING  HILL,  FLUSHING,  LONG  ISLAND 

Included  in  the  large  collection  of  Cadwallader  Colden  Papers 
in  the  possession  of  the  Society  are  his  account  books,  one  of  which 
has  the  entry:  “State  of  the  Account  of  Cash  paid  for  the  New 
House  and  Garden  Built  in  1762  & 1763  at  Spring  Hill.” 

That  this  house,  built  and  occupied  by  one  of  Colonial  New 
York’s  most  learned  men,  should  still  be  standing  within  the  bor- 
ders of  Greater  New  York  was  interesting  to  learn. 

A visit  to  Flushing  proved  that  the  house  now  standing  in 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  and  used  as  their  office  was  known  as  the 
Colden  House.  It  bears  much  evidence  of  having  been  built  as 
early  as  1762  while  the  workmanship  displays  the  care  and  char- 
acteristics of  Colden  in  its  construction.  The  foundations  are  solid 
thick  walls,  with  the  largest  of  the  beams  hand  hewn.  The  halls 
and  rooms  are  spacious  with  high  ceilings.  In  fact,  so  well  built 
is  this  house  that  the  present  occupant  caretaker  states  that  the 
rooms  are  sound  proof  and  concrete  was  encountered  in  drill- 
ing through  the  floorings  for  the  installation  of  electric  light.  But 
especially  interesting  was  the  fact  that  his  account  book  made  men- 
tion of  four  chimneys  and  these  we  find,  while  another  item  called 
for  two  dozen  LL  hinges.  In  the  attic  are  six  doors  each  with 
two  LL  hinges  as  shown  in  the  account  book. 

Cadwallader  Colden  was  appointed  Surveyor  General  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  in  1720  and  the  year  following  a member 
of  the  Governor  s Council  which  office  he  retained  until  his  death 
on  September  20,  1776.  In  1728  he  built  a house  in  the  wilds  of 
Ulster  County  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  “Coldingham”  and 
there  he  engaged  himself  in  scientific  and  philosophical  writing, 
when  not  actively  participating  in  the  political  disputes  in  New 
York.  In  1761  he  became  Lieutenant  Governor  which  no  doubt 
actuated  him  to  have  his  country  seat  nearer  New  York  for  in 
1762  he  purchased  from  John  and  Thomas  Willett  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  known  as  Spring  Hill  “near”  Flushing,  L.  I.  Colden 
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makes  frequent  reference  in  his  letters  to  this  residence  which  he 
refers  to  as  his  summer  home  about  two  hours  travelling  from  the 
city  and  which  agreed  better  with  his  health  than  the  city.  Here 
in  June,  1764,  he  entertained  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  whi  e 
in  August,  1765,  General  Gage  dined  there  with  Colden.  This  was 
at  the  time  of  the  Stamp  Act  trouble  of  which  on  October  10,  1765, 
Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  at  New  York  writes  to  Lord  Amherst 
“I  have  had  a difficult  part  to  act  but  I hope  soon  to  be  relieved 
from  it  by  Sir  Henry  Moore’s  arrival  when  I shall  return  to  opting 
Hill.”  Upon  the  arrival  of  Governor  Moore  (November  12,  1765) 
he  retired  to  Spring  Hill  and  was  accompanied  as  far  as  J amaica 
by  his  “good  friends  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Artillery  and  some 
others,”  who  dined  there  and  each  week  in  November  and  De- 
cember, 1765,  he  met  and  dined  with  officers  of  the  Royal  Artillery 
at  Jamaica  passing  their  time  “in  innocent  chearfulness  without 
one  word  of  Politics.”  That  Colden,  then  seventy-nine  years  of 
age,  had  cause  to  seek  this  cheerful  company,  free  from  politics, 
is  explained  in  a letter  to  Henry  Seymour  Conway,  dated  February 
22,  1766,  saying  that  Governor  Henry  Moore  showed  him  such  ap- 
parent neglect  “as  could  not  but  shagreen  a person  who  had  imme- 
diately preceded  him  in  the  chief  command,  and  haying  ordered 
the  Fort  to  be  dismantled  without  consulting  me,  1 thought  it 
proper  for  me  to  retire  to  the  Country.  I waited  on  him,  told  him 
the  fatigues  I had  undergone  both  Body  & Mind,  made  it  proper 
for  me  to  desire  some  ease  & therefore  if  he  had  no  further  com- 
mands, I was  desireous  to  retire  to  my  House  in  the  country  which 
was  about  15  miles  from  Town.  My  retiring  seemed  very  agree- 
able to  him  & I took  my  leave.”  Colden  now  had  hopes  of  passing 
“the  little  remainder  of  life  at  ease”  and  in  1768  the  Rev.  Samue 
Auchmuty,  Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York  City  visited 
Colden  at  Spring  Hill  and  found  him  hearty  and  well, 
these  four  years  his  presence  at  the  Council  was  not  desired 
requested  but  in  1769  Governor  Moore  died  and  Colden  returned 
immediately  (September  12th)  to  the  city  as  Acting  Governor  (then 
in  his  eighty-third  year)  to  await  the  arrival  of  Governor  John 
Murray,  Earl  of  Dunmore,  on  October  18,  1770,  who  in  turn  gave 
way  to  Governor  Tryon  on  July  9,  'IV-  While  Acting  Governor 
Colden  attended  the  unveiling  in  August,  1770,  of  the  equestr 
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CADWALLADER  COLDEN  (1688-1776) 

By  Matthew  Pratt 

(Courtesy  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  State  of  New  York) 
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statue  of  George  III  of  which  this  Society  now  has  the  remaining 
fragments.  From  1769  until  his  death,  September  20,  1776,  Colden  s 
time  was  actively  engaged  in  government  affairs  and  he  travelled 
between  his  Flushing  home  and  New  York  in  spite  of  his  many 
years.  On  April  7,  1774,  Governor  Tryon  sailed,  leaving  him  in 
charge  of  the  Government  until  his  return  on  June  28,  1775?  after 
the  War  of  the  Revolution  had  begun.  By  May  18,  i77S>  one 
month  after  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  Colden  found  it  expedient  to 
retire  to  Spring  Hill,  never  again  to  come  to  New  York,  for  on 
May  27,  1775,  he  wrote  to  Captain  Vandeput,  of  the  Asia:  When 

Congress  and  Committees  had  taken  the  entire  direction  of  the 
Government,  it  was  extremely  disagreeable  to  me  to  remain  a 
spectator  of  the  Proceedings  and  confusions  in  town  which  I had 
it  not  in  my  power  to  prevent:  I therefore  retired  to  this  place  on 
Long  Island  where  I shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  whenever  you 
can  make  it  agreeable  to  yourself.” 

In  his  will,  Colden  requested  that  his  “body  be  interred  in  a 
private  manner  with  as  little  expense  as  with  common  decency 
may  be.”  The  burial  plot  on  this  farm  may  still  be  seen  but  no 
trace  of  any  tombstone  of  the  Colden  family  is  now  visible.  Man- 
derville,  writing  in  i860  in  “Flushing  Past  and  Present”  says  he 
“carefully  examined  this  burial  plot  but  can  find  no  record  to 
indicate  ‘the  narrow  house’  where  his  mortal  remains  sleep.  . . . 
The  only  records  decipherable  are  those  of  deaths  in  the  Willett 
family.”  Reservation  was  made  by  the  Willetts  in  their  deed  to 
Colden  of  “a  certain  antient  burying  place”  for  their  dead  and 
this  is  no  doubt  the  plot  still  recognizable,  is  that  burial  place,  but 
I doubt  if  Colden  would  have  been  buried  there.  It  is  more  prob- 
able that  the  Colden  burial  place  was  in  another  part  of  the  farrn 
especially  since  we  learn  from  Rivington  s New  York  Gazetteer . of 
January  15,  1780,  that  Lady  Napier,  wife  of  Hon.  Captain  Napier, 
of  the  80th  Grenadiers,  died  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Vanderbilt  at 
Flushing  and  her  remains  were  deposited  “in  the  family  vault  of 
the  late  Lieut.  Gov.  Colden.”  Therefore,  I think  the  family  vault 
of  Colden  would  not  be  the  Willett  burial  place  which  they  reserved 
for  themselves  and  from  a tombstone  of  1797  we  know  they  still  used. 

I doubt  if  Colonial  New  York  has  a more  learned  and  interest- 
ing character  to  its  credit;  physician  and  merchant  first,  then  as 
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FRONT  VIEW  OF  THE  CADWALLADER  COLDEN  HOUSE 
Built  1762-1763 

Now  the  office  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  Association,  Flushing,  L.  I. 


REAR  VIEW  OF  THE  CADWALLADER  COLDEN  HOUSE 
Built  1762-1763 

Now  the  office  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  Association,  Flushing,  L.  I. 
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Surveyor  General  he  was  the  center  of  all  land  grant  activities,  as 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  he  studied  the  Indians  and  wrote 
the  first  published  history  of  the  Five  Nations  which  he  printed 
in  1727,  as  a Boundary  Commissioner  he  was  successful  in  settling 
those  disputes,  as  confidential  adviser  to  Governor  George  Clinton, 
he  was  the  power  behind  the  Governor  which  brought  him  con- 
stantly into  political  animosities  and  as  Lieutenant  Governor  dur- 
ing the  Stamp  Act  period  his  life  was  threatened,  his  chariot  de- 
stroyed, while  he  was  burned  in  effigy.  His  other  activities  brought 
him  into  communication  with  the  American  and  European  scholars 
and  scientists  of  his  day,  corresponding  on  the  subjects  of  astronomy, 
anatomy,  botany,  gravitation,  medicine,  natural  history,  philos- 
ophy, etc.  and  he  was  the  author  of  the  first  scientific  book  printed 
in  America,  1745,  entitled  “An  Explication  of  the  First  Causes  of 
Action  in  Matter,  And,  of  the  Cause  of  Gravitation.”^  It  was  of 
this  treatise  that  Benjamin  Franklin  wrote  in  1746  “that  I am 
almost  ready  to  join  with  the  rest  and  give  it  up  as  beyond  my 
reach.”  Of  another  treatise,  Franklin  wrote  to  Colden:  “You 
are  too  strong  for  me.” 

Cadwallader  Colden  was  a gentleman  of  the  strictest  integrity. 
His  dignified  appearance  is  displayed  in  his  portraits  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  State  of  New  York,  and  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  de  Lancey  Kountze  of  New  York.  One 
familiar  with  his  life  could  almost  feel  his  presence  in  the  house 
he  built  at  Spring  Hill,  Flushing,  L.  I.,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
house  will  become  one  of  Flushing  s most  cherished  historical  pos- 
sessions. It  should  become  an  object  of  local  history  through 
which  many  fields  of  state  history  may  be  taught  to  the  school 

children  of  the  locality.  . 

Colden  refers  in  his  will  to  having  conveyed  to  his  son  David 
his  lands  in  the  township  of  Flushing.  David  lived  with  his  father 
at  Spring  Hill  and  was  his  secretary.  David’s  son,  Cadwallader  D. 
Colden,  was  born  at  Spring  Hill  on  April  4?  *7^ 9*  He  became 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  1818,  serving  also  as  Congress- 
man in  1822  and  State  Senator  in  1824. 

In  Colden’s  long  career  (1688-1776)  he  accumulated  a sum 
sufficient  to  provide  for  his  family.  His  son  David  being  a loyalist 
was  attainted  of  the  offense  of  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  New 
York  and  the  United  States  and,  therefore,  his  Spring  Hill  estate 


QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 


17 


CADWALLADER  COLDEN’S  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  COST  OF  THIS  HOUSE  AND  GARDEN  AT  SPRING  HILL,  FLUSHING,  L.  I.,  1762-1763 
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was  confiscated  in  1779  and  sold  July  30,  1784  to  William  Cornwell 
of  Flushing,  L.  I.,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  for  eighteen  hun- 
dred pounds,  while  his  Coldenham  estate  which  he  gave  to  his  son 
Alexander  Colden  remained  in  the  family.  David  fled  to  England 
and  died  there  while  his  widow  and  children,  being  denied  the 
right  to  occupy  the  Spring  Hill  estate,  removed  to  Coldenham  in 
Ulster  County,  residing  with  the  family  there.  William  Cornwell 
conveyed  this  estate  to  his  son  Lewis,  whose  executors  advertised 
it  for  sale  in  1804. 

The  chain  of  title  to  Spring  Hill  estate  was  kindly  furnished  by 
Mr.  Charles  T.  Freude,  of  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company, 
at  Jamaica,  and  is  as  follows: 


Owner 

Transferred  to 

Date 

Acres  Reference 
Records 
Jamaica 

James  Sands  & 
James  Cornwell, 

Ezekiel  Robbins 

Mar.  11,  1806 

32454 

Liber  Q 
P 135 

Executors  of 
Lewis  Cornwell 

Clara  Robbins, 
administratrix  of 

Walter  Burling 

Feb.  15,  1810 

32454 

Lib.  M 
P-  443 

Estate  of  Ezekiel  Robbins 

Walter  Burling 

Benjamin  W.  Strong 

April  21,  1819 

257 

Lib.  Q 
p.  138 

Benjamin  W.  Strong 

Julia  Post 

June  1,  1846 

272 

Lib.  69 
P-  63 

Waldron  B.  Post, 
Executor  of  Julia  Post 

Henry  H.  Cox, 
Trustee  of 
Cornelia  Henshaw, 
wife  of  Charles  J. 
Henshaw 

Oct.  6,  1847 

250 

Lib.  73 
p.  221 

Henry  H.  Cox, 
Trustee  of 

Cornelia  Henshaw 

Nov.  30,  1848 

250 

Lib.  100 
p.  210 

Cornelia  Henshaw 

Charles  J.  Henshaw 
and  Cornelia  Henshaw 

Adrian  B.  Holmes 
Daniel  Drake  Smith 

Sept.  24,  1852 

272 

Lib.  100 
p.  216 
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CADWALLADER  COLDEN  AND  HIS  GRANDSON,  WARREN  de  LANCEY 
By  John  S.  Copley 
Also  attributed  to  Matthew  Pratt 
Reproduced  by  courtesy  of  Mr.  de  Lancey  Kountze 
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Daniel  Drake  Smith 

Adrian  B.  Holmes 

Nov. 

1, 1854 

179 

Lib. 125 

p.  225 

Adrian  B.  Holmes 

John  H.  Brower 

Nov. 

1, 1854 

179 

Lib.  125 

p.  220 

John  H.  Brower 

Anna  Pickersgill, 

Oct. 

30, 1867 

179 

Lib.  269 

wife  of 

William  C.  Pickersgill 

P-  315 

William  C.  Pickersgill 

Harrison  Durkee 

July 

7, 1868 

179 

Lib. 283 

and  Anna  Pickersgill 

P-  35 

Richard  P.  H.  Durkee, 

Joseph  T.  Nightingale  May 

9. 1893 

179 

Lib.  979 

Executor  of 
Harrison  Durkee, 
deceased,  and  others 

p.  84 

Joseph  T.  Nightingale 

Herman  B.  Wilson 

June  17,  1893 

179 

Lib.  980 
p.  312 

Herman  B.  Wilson 

The  Cedar  Grove 

April  14,  1894 

179 

Lib.  1024 

Cemetery 

Association 

p.  301 

A.  J.  Wall 
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EXHIBITION  CASE  OF  THE  NASH  COLLECTION  OF  PEWTER 
Paul  Revere  spoon  in  center 
Presented  to  the  Society  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman 
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THE  MADONNA  AND  SAINTS  BY 
NARDO  DI  CIONE 

If  the  many  who  know  of  the  interesting  picture  collection  at 
The  Historical  Society,  have  grown  from  a recent  handful,  there 
are  still  but  a few  who  appreciate  the  fact  that  in  it  hangs  one  of 
the  most  solemn  and  poetic  of  Florentine  altarpieces,  and  indis- 
putably the  finest  primitive  of  its  school  and  period  in  this  country. 

This  is  a Virgin  and  four  saints  against  the  southern  wall  of  the 
long  gallery  on  the  second  floor.  Though  it  still  bears  the  name  of 
Guido  da  Siena,  it  has  since  1905  enjoyed  the  correct  attribution 
to  Nardo  di  Cione,  the  elder  brother  of  the  still  greater  Orcagna. 
Within  the  last  year  another  Virgin,  in  an  exquisite  little  triptych 
by  the  same  hand,  has  come  into  the  collection  of  Mr.  Henry 
Goldman  so  that  America  now  possesses  the  only  two  representa- 
tions of  this  subject  by  Nardo  extant. 

Our  altarpiece  is  built  up  architecturally  in  a single  plane, 
wherein  the  solidity  of  the  figures  is  assumed,  but  not  declared 
with  the  usual  Florentine  insistence.  Instead,  they  conform  to  a 
flat  scheme  of  decoration,  and  the  composition  rises  up  grandly 
like  a facade.  The  Virgin  maintains  a majestic  frontal  symmetry 
characteristic  of  the  Cioni  atelier. 

The  broken  texture  of  the  brocades  is  contrasted  with  the  soft 
stuffs  of  the  draperies,  so  that  the  peculiar  qualities  of  each  might 
be  emphasized  in  the  antithesis.  This  variegation  of  the  surface 
groups  the  compositional  factors  into  two  units  of  three,  the 
patterned  surfaces  of  the  two  upper  lateral  saints  and  the  stuff  at 
the  back,  separating  them  from  the  unfigured  surfaces  of  the 
remaining  saints.  Such  a division  constitutes  a secondary  com- 
positional motif  of  the  picture,  by  articulating  the  arrangement, 
and  by  effecting  the  upward  rise  in  the  two  pyramidal  groups 
within  the  loom  of  the  total  design. 

Florentine  tone  rarely  reaches  this  low-pitched  fulness,  in  so 
rich,  even  and  harmonious  a suffusion:  a fitting  color-accom- 

paniment to  the  mood  of  the  sainted  people  in  it. 

Richard  Offner. 
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MOUNT  RAINIER  OR  MOUNT  TACOMA 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  on  March  19,  1924, 
passed  a resolution  opposing  the  proposed  change  of  name  of 
Mount  Rainier  to  Mount  Tacoma,  in  the  State  of  Washington, 
which  the  Seattle  Historical  Society,  is  actively  opposing.  Mount 
Rainier  has  been  so  known  for  130  years  and  was  named  for  its 
discoverer.  The  arbitrary  change  of  names  does  much  to  destroy 
our  history. 


NOTES 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  for  the 
following  Museum  accessions : 

Two  Georgian  pewter  town  maces;  bronzed  plaster  bust  of 
Theodore  Roosevelt;  pewter  spoon  made  by  Paul  Revere  stamped 
“P.R.”;  a rare  pastel  portrait  by  Du  Simitiere;  a silhouette  of 
George  Washington  made  by  Samuel  Folwell,  1795. 

Mr.  Hoffman  also  presented  four  Revolutionary  orderly  books 
of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Battalion  kept  by  Adjutant  Samuel 
Frost  from  July  10,  1779  to  September  12,  1780,  accompanied  by 
a typewritten  copy  of  the  same.  This  is  a very  important  record 
kept  at  West  Point  and  other  localities  in  the  Highlands. 

The  Society  acquired  an  orderly  book  of  the  Third  Department 
of  the  Northern  Army  at  headquarters  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y., 
April,  1814 — December,  1815. 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  President  John  Abeel  Weekes  for  an 
excellent  portrait  of  himself  painted  for  the  Society  at  the  request 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  by  H.  Hanatschek. 

Mrs.  Charles  S.  Fairchild  presented  an  interesting  painting 
of  the  Dutch  poet  Nomz  and  his  wife  seated  in  their  home  at 
Amsterdam. 
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The  President  appointed  as  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  four  years  ending  1928  Messrs.  Thomas  T.  Sherman, 
William  Dennistoun  Murphy,  and  W.  Gedney  Beatty;  also  of  the 
second  class  ending  1926  to  fill  a vacancy  Mr.  Hiram  Smith. 

On  May  6,  1924,  Dr.  Robert  Cushman  Murphy,  of  the  Ameri- 
can Museum  of  Natural  History,  will  lecture  before  the  Society 
on  “The  Way  of  the  Sperm  Whaler”  with  stereopticon  illustrations. 


MEMBERSHIP 

Mrs.  Joseph  Blake  was  elected  a Life  Member  of  the  Society, 
Miss  Sarah  Hull  Jenkins  Simpson,  Eugene  B.  Hays,  and  Thomas 
B.  Clarke  annual  members. 


NECROLOGY 

James  Benedict,  a Life  Member  since  1864,  a member  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  191 3-1924,  Domestic  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary, 1913-1919,  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
I9I5~I9I9>  died  January  7,  1924  in  the  82nd  year  of  his  age. 

Woodrow  Wilson,  an  Honorary  Member  since  1913,  died 
February  3,  1924. 

Henry  Cotheal  Swords,  a Life  Member  since  1911,  died  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1924. 

Mrs.  J.  Van  Vechten  Olcott,  a Life  Member  since  1903,  died 
February  12,  1924. 

Charles  J.  Peabody,  a Life  Member  since  1907,  died  February 
24,  1924  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age. 

William  M.  Mac  Bean,  a Life  Member  since  1914,  died  February 
13,  1924,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 

Frank  Tilford,  a Life  Member  since  1902  and  Fellow  since  1904# 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  died  March  6,  1924  in  the 
71st  year  of  his  age. 
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COLONIAL  COMMISSIONS 
1680-  1772 
( Continued ) 

1697  June  20.  Commission  empowering  the  Governor  of  New 
York  to  appoint  the  Officers  of  the  Courts  of  Admiralty 
in  New  York,  Connecticut  and  East  Jersey. 

July  I# Capt.  John  Nanfan  to  be  Lieut.  Governor  of 


New  York. 
Dec.  9. 


Capt.  Thos.  Clarke  to  be  Collector  of  their 
Majesty’s  Quit  rents  in  New  York  &c. 
j^g-June  9.  Commission  of  Stevanus  Cortland  and  Thomas 
Monsey  Commissioners  for  the  execution  of  the  office  of 
Collector  of  New  York,  vice,  Chidley  Brooke. 

June  17.  from  Governor  Winthrop  of  Connecticut 

appointing  Jonathan  Sellock  and  others  to  treat  with 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  New  York,  concerning  the 
Boundary  line. 

July  2.  Commission  of  David  (Ducie)  Hungerford  to  act  as 
Collector  of  New  York,  vice,  Thomas  Monsey. 
july  ^ Lieut.  George  Sydenham  to  be  Escheator 

within  the  Province  of  New  York. 

Aug.  9.  Capt.  John  Nanfan  to  be  Lieut.  Gov.  of  New 

Oct.  10.  The  Earl  of  Bellomont  to  be  Vice  Admiral  of  New 

Y°rk-  . J 

1699-  Commission  of  John  Chiampanti  of  London  to  be 
Agent  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

May  15.  Ordinance  for  establishing  Courts  of  Judicature  in 
the  Province  of  New  York. 

1700- March  4.  Commission  of  Thomas  Weaver  to  be  Collector 

of  New  York,  vice,  Chidley  Brook. 

Oct.  30.  Ordinance  erecting  a Court  Martial  for  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  York. 

Nov.  23.  Commission  constituting  the  Earl  of  Bellomont 
and  others  a Court  for  the  trial  of  persons  accused  of 
Piracy. 
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1701- Feb.  13.  Commission  of  John  Peter  Brisac  to  be  Chaplain 

to  the  fort  at  New  York. 

May  1.  Edw.  Lord  Cornbury  to  be  Captain  of  the  In- 

dependant Company,  vice,  Bellomont,  deed. 

Aug.  5. William  Attwood  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  New 

York,  vice  Abraham  DePeyster. 

Sept.  9. Edw.  Lord  Cornbury  to  be  Governor  of  N. 

York. 

Oct.  3.  Commission  of  Edw.  Lord  Cornbury  to  be  Vice 
Admiral  of  New  York  &c. 

Nov.  6. Philip  Rokeby  to  be  Surgeon  of  the  four 

Companies  in  the  Province  of  New  York. 

1702- Feb.  12.  Commission  appointing  Wm.  Attwood  and  others 

a Court  for  the  Trial  of  Nicolas  Bayard,  John  Hutchins 
and  all  persons  accused  of  Treason  &c. 

March  14.  of  Richard  Hopson  to  be  first  Lieut,  of  Capt. 

Nanfan’s  Company  of  Fuzileers  in  N.  York. 

June  9.  Wm.  Smith  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province 

of  New  York,  vice,  Attwood. 

July  7. Edw.  Lord  Cornbury  to  be  Capt.  of  a Company 

of  Foot  in  New  York. 

July  7. of  John  Riggs  to  be  Capt.  Lieut,  of  a foot  Com- 

pany in  New  York. 

July  7.  Lancaster  Symms  to  be  Second  Lieut,  of  a foot 

Company  in  New  York. 

July  7.  John  Pearson  to  be  third  Lieut,  of  a foot  Com- 

pany in  New  York. 

July  7. Philip  Rokeby  to  be  Surgeon  of  a foot  Company 

in  New  York. 

July  7. Charles  Oliver  to  be  Second  Lieut,  in  Capt. 

Matthews  Company  of  Fuzileers  in  New  York. 

July  7. James  Weames  to  be  Captain  of  a foot 

Company  in  New  York. 

July  7. Henry  Holland  to  be  Second  Lieut,  of  Capt. 

Weames’  Company  in  New  York. 

July  7. Richard  Brewer  to  be  third  Lieut,  in  Capt. 

Weames’  Company  in  New  York. 
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1 702— July  7.  Commission  of  Matthew  Shanks  to  be  first  Lieut, 
in  Capt.  Ingoldsby’s  Company  of  Foot. 

July  7.  Roger  Gwyn  to  be  Second  Lieut,  in  Capt.  In- 

goldsby’s Company. 

July  Philip  Schuyler  to  be  third  Lieut,  in  Capt. 

Ingoldsby’s  Company. 

July  9. Order  of  the  Queen  in  Council  restoring 

Sampson  Shelton  Broughton  to  the  Office  of  Attorney 
General  of  New  York. 

Dec.  7.  Commission  of  Peter  Mathews  to  be  Captain  of  a 
Company  of  Fuzileers  in  New  York,  vice,  Nanfan. 

-March  6.  Commission  of  Fletcher  Mathews  to  be  third 
Lieut,  in  Capt.  Mathews  Company  of  Fuzileers  in  New 

York.  f 

l Roger  Mompesson  to  be  Judge  of  the  Court 

of  Vice  Admiralty  in  New  York. 

April  4.  Letter  of  Secy.  Blathwayt  to  Lord  Cornbury  to 
cause  the  four  New  York  Companies  to  be  Mustered  every 
two  months  &c. 


1703 


Book  III 

1693-April  23.  Commission  of  Peter  Mathews  to  be  Captain  of  a 
Company  of  Fuzileers. 

1702— May.  Commission  to  Thos.  Willett  to  be  Judge  of  the  In- 
ferior Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Queens. 

May  20.  Sampson  Shelton  Broughton  to  be  Recorder 

of  the  City  of  New  York. 

May  22>  Henry  Smith  to  be  Clerk  of  the  County  of 

Suffolk. 

May  27.  John  Abeel  to  be  Recorder  of  Albany. 

May. John  Abeel  to  hold  the  Court  of  Common 

Pleas  in  Albany,  in  Col.  Schuyler’s  absence. 

June.  sundry  Persons  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace 

for  the  County  of  Westchester. 

June  9. Wm.  Smith  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province. 

Tune.  Ebenezer  Wilson  to  be  Sheriff  of  New  York. 
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1702— June.  Commission  to  Henry  Filkin  to  be  Clerk  of  the 

County  of  Kings. 

June  13.  Dr.  John  Bridges  to  be  Second  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  New  York. 

June.  Wm.  Demeyre  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Counties  of 

Ulster  and  Dutchess. 

Commission  to  Thos.  Noxon  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 
Counties  of  Ulster  and  Dutchess. 

Henry  Beekman  to  be  Judge  of  the  Counties 

of  Ulster  and  Dutchess. 

Lambert  Garrettson  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Richmond. 

Aug.  8.  Letter  of  the  Queen  to  Lord  Cornbury  to  com- 
mission John  Bridges  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of 
New  York,  vice,  Attwood. 

Sept.  3.  Warrant  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  to  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province  to  the  Writs  for  the  election 
of  Representatives. 

Sept.  8.  Commission  to  Danl.  Honan  to  be  Secretary  of  the 
Province  of  New  York. 

Sept.  9.  Warrant  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  to  affix 
the  Great  Seal  and  Prerogative  Seal  to  Commissions. 

Sept.  15.  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Sept.  15.  Isaac  Arnold  to  be  Judge  of  the  Inferior 

Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Sept.  15.  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Queens. 

Sept.  28.  for  hearing  of  a riot  in  the  County  of  Ulster 

in  which  the  Westphalias  and  others  were  principals. 

Oct.  14.  Mr.  Philip  French  to  be  Mayor  of  N.  York. 

Oct.  14.  Ebenezer  Willson  to  be  Sheriff  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  Thomas  Hicks  Jun.  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Queens. 

Oct.  14.  Albert  Rykman  to  be  Mayor  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  William  Herrick  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Suffolk. 

Oct.  14.  Commission  to  Richard  Stilwell  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Kings. 
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1702— Oct.  14.  Commission  to  Lambert  Garritson  to  be  Sheriff  of 
the  County  of  Richmond. 

Oct.  14.  John  Perry  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Orange. 

Oct.  14.  Thomas  Noxon  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Ulster. 

Oct.  14.  Jacobus  Turk  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  City  of 

Albany. 

Oct.  I4>  Roger  Barton  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Westchester. 

Qct.  14.  of  the  Peace  for  the  City  and  County  of  New 

York. 

Oct.  14.  of  the  Peace  for  the  City  and  County  of 

Albany. 

of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Kings. 

Oct.  I4# to  Peter  Schuyler  and  Dirck  Wessells  to  be 

Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of 
Albany. 

Oct.  14.  to  Jacobus  Van  Cortlandt  and  Roeloffe 

Schencke  to  be  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
the  County  of  Kings. 

Qct.  14.  Henry  Beekman  and  William  Legg  to  be 

Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of 
Ulster. 

Oct.  14.  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Ulster. 

Oct.  26. David  Aersen  to  be  Coroner  of  the  County  of 

Kings. 

Oct.  26.  ; Adam  Smith  to  be  Coroner  of  the  County  of 

Suffolk. 

Oct.  31.  Commission  to  Augustine  Graham  to  be  Surveyor 
General  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

Nov.  2.  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Westchester. 

Nov.  2.  — to  Caleb  Heathcote  and  John  Pell  to  be 

Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of 
Westchester. 

Nov.  2.  Elias  Duxbury  and  Joseph  Billop  to  be  Judges 

of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Rich- 
mond. 
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1702— Nov.  2.  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Richmond. 

Nov.  2.  to  Benjamin  Collier  to  be  Clerk  of  the  County 

of  Westchester. 

Nov.  16.  Samuel  Clowes  to  be  Clerk  of  the  County  of 

Queens. 

Dec.  1 7.  Adam  Mott  to  be  Coroner  of  the  County  of 

Queens. 

Dec.  28.  Danl.  Clarke  to  be  Coroner  of  the  County  of 

Westchester. 

Dec.  31.  Robert  Lurting  to  be  Vendue  Master  for  the 

Province  of  New  York. 

I7°3-Jan*  21  • Commission  to  William  Tillard  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
County  of  Richmond. 

Feb.  4.  Sampson  Shelton  Broughton  to  be  Attorney 

General  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

Feb.  15.  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Dutchess. 

Feb.  20.  Jeremiah  Tothill  and  Wm.  Anderson  to  be 

public  appraisers  for  the  Province  of  N.  York. 

March  8.  Wm.  Merrett  and  John  Merrett  to  be  Judges 

of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Orange. 

March  8.  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Orange. 

April  5.  John  Bridges  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Prov- 

ince of  New  York,  vice,  Attwood. 

April  5.  — — Robert  Milward  to  be  Second  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court. 

April  5.  Thomas  Wenham  to  be  third  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court. 

April  13.  Wm.  Huddleston  to  be  Clerk  of  the  County 

of  Orange. 

April  14.  Moses  De  Puy  to  be  Coroner  of  the  County 

of  Ulster. 

May  1.  Record  of  the  birth  of  Levinus  De  Windt  at  St. 
Eustatia  on  May  17,  1676. 

May  19.  Commission  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  hold  a Criminal  Court  in  New  York. 

May  31.  Wm.  Legg  to  be  Coroner  of  the  County  of 

Ulster. 
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THE  DEFENCE  OF  CROTON  RIVER  IN 


THE  REVOLUTION 

By  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton, 

Secretary,  The  Field  Exploration  Committee. 


While  stationed  at  Camp  Rose  near  Pines  Bridge  with  the  1st 
Provisional  Regiment  guarding  New  York  City’s  water  supply  1917- 
1919,  Major  Howland  Pell  made  the  discovery  upon  Crow  Hill,  on 
the  north  side  of  which  his  camp  was  situated,  of  some  military  works 
in  a fairly  good  state  of  preservation  which  had  every  appearance 
of  having  been  constructed  for  many  years,  and,  by  their  position 
were  evidently  designed  to  command  the  passage  of  the  Croton 
River  at  Pines  Bridge.  These  works  have  been  inspected  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Field  Exploration  Committee  of  The  New  York  Historical 
Society  guided  by  Mr.  Pell,  and  their  observation  confirms  his 
surmise  of  their  character,  and  the  following  references  indicate 
their  construction  during  the  Revolution  as  a part  of  the  defences 
of  the  Croton  River. 

The  earthworks  are  situated  about  100  yards  west  of  the  summit 
of  Crow  Hill,  which  was  known  also  as  Beacon  Hill.  A wooden 
observation  tower,  now  crowns  the  hill-top  from  which  a magnificent 
view  of  the  surrounding  territory  is  available. 

The  purpose  of  the  military  intrenchments  seems  to  be  indicated 
by  the  ruined  stonework  of  a small  structure,  possibly  a redoubt  or 
blockhouse,  which  was  erected  on  a prominent  rock  at  the  angle  of 
the  earthworks.  Having  a clear  space  in  front,  it  was  doubtless 
used  as  an  emplacement  for  a cannon  having  command  of  the  roads 
connecting  to  the  old  Pines  Bridge  which  crossed  the  Croton  River 
several  hundred  feet  east  of  the  present  bridge. 

A gun  placed  in  this  position  was  protected  against  attack  from 
the  north  or  south  by  the  flanking  breastworks  which  are  shown 
upon  the  accompanying  survey  of  the  works. 
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There  are  evidences  of  some  other  stone  structures  back  of  the 
line  of  breastworks  which  may  be  the  ruined  bases  of  military  huts. 
These  would  naturally  be  expected  to  have  existed  for  the  purpose 
of  housing  the  guard  within  the  works. 

From  the  summit  of  the  hill  a commanding  view  was  obtainable 
over  the  surrounding  country,  ranging  from  Bedford  Hills,  over 
Mt.  Kisco  and  Yorktown  to  Mt.  Airy,  and  the  distant  Highlands. 
The  precise  date  of  the  construction  of  the  breastworks  is  not  re- 
corded, but  since  there  was  apparently  no  guard  at  the  Bridge  when 
Andre  rode  over  it  on  Saturday  the  23rd  of  September  1780,  it  is 
probable  that  their  construction  was  undertaken  in  the  spring  of 
1781  when  Col.  Christopher  Greene  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
lines  of  defence  of  the  Croton  River. 

The  troops  engaged  in  the  construction  of  these  works  may  have 
been  the  5th  Maryland  Battalion,  perhaps  those  negro  privates  who 
were  formed  into  a separate  company  of  the  regiment,  and  some  of 
whom  were  on  guard  on  that  fatal  13th  of  May  in  1781  when  the 
British  raid  was  made  upon  their  headquarters  which  resulted  in 
their  surprise  and  slaughter  at  the  Bridge. 

The  Davenport  house  which  was  occupied  by  Colonel  Greene 
and  his  staff  is  in  plain  view  from  Crow  Hill,  conspicuously  situated 
upon  the  mountain  side  of  Yorktown  heights,  on  an  old  cross 
country  road  which  led  to  Turkey  Mountain  from  the  Crompond 
Road  not  far  from  the  Pines  Bridge. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Major  Pell,  who  had  several  times  visited 
the  place  we  made  our  way  to  the  old  building  by  the  Pine  Brook 
Road  which  is  crossed,  about  a mile  north  of  Croton  Lake,  by  the 
old  country  road,  leading  to  the  farm  house.  Pine  Brook  runs  in  a 
picturesque  ravine  forming  the  easterly  base  of  Turkey  Mountain, 
and  the  tracks  of  the  N.  Y.  and  Putnam  R.  R.  branch  of  the  New 
York  Central  System,  follow  the  ravine. 

The  building  which  was  at  the  time  of  the  W ar  in  the  possession 
of  the  Davenport  family  is  in  a good  state  of  preservation,  and  is  a 
fine  example  of  the  spacious  and  sturdy  frame  farm  houses  of  Upper 
Westchester  County. 

A letter  is  quoted  in  Bolton’s  History  of  the  County  ol  West- 
chester 3d  Edn.  p.  682-3  which  was  written  by  Colonel  Greene 
under  date  of  April  16,  1781.  This  is  dated  from  “Rhode  Island 
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Village”,  but  does  not  appear  to  have  been  written  from  Daven- 
port’s, for  in  it  he  says  “I  yesterday  went  with  him  to  the  lines  at 
Pines  Bridge.  I shall  join  him,  myself,  in  a few  days”  — and  adds 
“I  expect  when  I go  upon  the  lines”  — etc.  A month  later  he  was 
in  charge  of  the  defences  of  the  Croton  River  at  that  point.  The 
statement  follows  that  Colonel  Dunmore  commanded  at  that  time 
a force  of  colored  soldiers  stationed  near  Pines  Bridge  “about  half 
a mile  north-east  of  the  pickets  on  Crow  Hill”,  which  thus  gives  a 
clue  to  the  occupation  and  probable  fortification  of  the  hill  at  that 
period. 

The  Tory  force  under  Colonel  DeLancey  which  attacked  the 
position  was  guided  by  Gilbert  Totten  who  was  a native  of  the 
locality  in  the  British  service  and  had  observed  the  disposition  of 
the  guard  and  the  sentries  on  the  occasion  of  a visit  which  he  had 
made  under  the  protection  of  a flag  of  truce.  On  that  occasion  he 
bitterly  resented  being  placed  under  guard  of  colored  men,  and 
promised  revenge.  The  raiding  troops  were  not  led  to  the  bridge 
but  to  a shallow  place  to  the  westward  which  was  then  known  as 
Obleinis’s  ford.  It  may  be  noted  that  this  was  the  name  of  a well- 
known  family  of  New  Haerlem  settlers,  some  members  of  which  had 
left  Upper  Manhattan  about  1769. 

The  account  of  the  attack  upon  the  Davenport  house  describes 
the  advance  of  the  mounted  men  over  part  of  Turkey  Mountain  so 
that  they  advanced  upon  the  building  in  the  same  eastward  direction 
and  by  the  same  steep  roadway  as  that  we  recently  traversed.  The 
men  of  Greene’s  force  were  cantoned  in  neighboring  farm  houses 
and  there  seems  to  have  been  only  a small  force  on  duty  at  their 
commander’s  quarters.  The  Colonel  and  Major  Flagg  were  killed, 
and  two  subalterns  with  twenty-seven  privates  were  interred  in  a 
common  grave  in  the  north-west  corner  of  the  house  lot  near  an  ash 
tree. 

The  remains  of  Col.  Greene  and  Major  Flagg  were  buried  in  the 
churchyard  at  Crompond. 

Richard  Davenport’s  house  which  was  a new  building  in  I77^> 
is  said  to  have  an  inscription  within  the  front  passage-way  reading 
“Dec.  the  11.  1776.  R.D.”,  and  had  been  in  use  for  some  time  as  a 
tavern.  The  house  was  extended  about  1840  by  an  addition  on  the 
north  and  west  sides,  but  its  front  and  east  side  are  in  original  condi- 


THE  DAVENPORT  FARMHOUSE  ON  YORKTOWN  HEIGHTS  WHICH  WAS  OCCUPIED 
AS  HEADQUARTERS  BY  COLONEL  CHRISTOPHER  GREENE  IN  MAY,  1781 

It  was  attacked  by  a British  force,  May  13,  and  Greene  was  mortally  wounded. 


tion,  as  also  the  upper  west  side  in  which  is  the  bed  chamber  occu- 
pied at  the  time  of  the  raid  by  the  unfortunate  officers.  The  building 
was  inherited  by  Rachel  his  daughter  who  married  Jacob  Carpenter 
of  New  Castle.  He  was  a son  of  the  John  Carpenter  who  lies  buried 
in  the  graveyard  of  Chappaqua  meeting  house,  an  interesting  old 
building  which  our  Committee  also  visited. 
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1626-1926 

At  a meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  May  20,  1924, 
the  following  Preambles  and  Resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereas  on  May  4,  1626  the  Ship  “Sea-Mew”  Captain 
Adriaen  Joris,  Master,  arrived  at  Manhattan,  conveying  Peter 
Minuit  as  Governor  of  New  Netherland  and 

Whereas  it  is  recorded  by  Peter  Schaghen,  of  the  West  India 
Company,  in  a letter  dated  November  5,  1626  to  the  “High 
and  Mighty  Lords,  My  Lords  the  States  General  at  the  Hague” 
that  before  the  23rd  September,  1626,  the  Island  of  Manhattan 
had  been  purchased  from  the  Indians  for  the  value  of  sixty 
guilders,  and 

Whereas  on  July  9,  1776  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  first  read  to  the  American  Army  by  order  of  General  George 
Washington,  on  the  Commons,  the  present  City  Hall  Park  and 
Whereas  the  year  1926  will  mark  the  three  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  purchase  of  Manhattan  Island  which  made  its 
settlement  permanent  and  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  first  public  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence in  the  City  of  New  York  and 

Whereas  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  organized  in  the  year  1768,  is  the  oldest  and  most  influen- 
tial civic  organization  in  the  City  of  New  York.  Therefore  be  it 
Resolved  That  The  New  York  Historical  Society  respect- 
fully call  the  attention  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  two 
important  anniversaries  occurring  in  the  year  1926  and  suggest 
that  they  be  appropriately  observed  and  that  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  take  the  lead  in  securing  the  co-operation  of  all  civic, 
patriotic,  and  historical  associations  towards  this  end, 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  That  The  New  York  Historical 
Society  lend  its  hearty  co-operation  to  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  appoint  a Committee  of  three  to  act  upon  all  matters 
relating  thereto. 
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NEW  YORK  AS  IT  APPEARED  IN  1626 


MODERN  VIEW  OF  THE  SAME  LOCATION 
© Major  Hamilton  Maxwell,  New  York 
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UNKNOWN  PORTRAIT 
Pastei,  by  Pierre  E.  Du  Simitiere 

Presented  by  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman 
One  of  three  original  pastels  known  of  that  artist 
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OLD  NEW  YORK  INVENTORIES  OF  ESTATES 

1717-1800 

In  our  January  1923  issue  of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin  we  published 
an  account  of  the  preservation  of  several  hundred  Old  New  York 
Inventories  which  had  been  discarded  by  the  City  of  New  York  and 
consigned  to  the  ragman  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  Surrogates 
Office  from  the  Old  Hall  of  Records,  since  demolished.  They  were 
later  secured  by  Mr.  James  B.  Wilbur  a member  of  the  Society  who 
presented  them  to  the  library.  Recently  another  lot  of  these 
valuable  old  inventories  came  to  Mr.  Wilbur’s  attention  and  he 
generously  acquired  them  for  the  library  of  the  Society.  Following 
is  the  list  of  these  268  inventories  which  together  with  those  above 
referred  to,  we  believe  comprises  the  greater  portion  of  the  whole. 
That  they  are  now  permanently  preserved  in  our  archives  is  a 
pleasure  to  record. 

List  of  Names 

Ackland,  James,  New  York,  1769 
Anderson,  George,  New  York,  1783 
Anderson,  Joseph,  Rye,  N.  Y.,  1772 
Angevine,  Lewis,  Jr.,  Westchester  Co., 

178  4 

Arison,  Benjamin,  New  York,  1766 
Armstrong,  John,  Suffolk  Co.,  1746-9 
Arnaud,  John,  New  Rochelle,  1772 
Arsen,  Mary,  New  York,  1734 
Ashley,  John,  Hempstead,  1729 

Baker,  Jonathan,  Easthampton,  1748 
Baker,  Nathaniel,  Easthampton,  1738-9 
Baker,  Thomas,  Easthampton,  1739-40 
Baker,  William,  New  York,  1741 
Baker,  William,  New  York,  1744 
Baldwin,  George,  Hempstead,  1732 
Baldwin,  George,  Jr.,  Hempstead,  1741 
Baldwin,  Thomas,  Hempstead,  1728 
Baucham,  Mrs.  Ann,  New  York,  1731 
Bellereau,  James,  New  York,  1734-5 
Bergen,  John,  Queens  Co.,  1784 


Betts,  Thomas,  Flatbush,  1777 
Bird,  Bartram,  New  York,  1745 
Bish,  John,  New  York,  1785 
Blizard,  Richard,  New  York,  1761 
Bogardus,  Evert,  Kingston,  1760-1 
Bolding,  Samuel,  New  York,  1779 
Bond,  William,  New  York,  1739-40 
Bourk,  John,  New  York,  1768-70 
Boyer,  Samuel,  New  York,  1748-50 
Brasher,  Isaac,  New  York,  1780 
Brasher,  John,  New  York,  1768 
Brevoort,  Elias,  New  York,  1767 
Britt,  William,  Philipsburg,  N.  Y.,  1785 
Brockholst,  Mary,  New  York,  1785 
Brown,  Benjamin,  Rye,  1767-8 
Brown,  Benjamin  (Oath),  New  York, 
I785 

Brown,  Thomas,  Sr.,  New  York,  1769 
Brown,  William,  Southold,  1732-3 
Bruce,  John,  n.  p.,  1800 
Brundage,  Benjamin,  New  York,  1761 
Budd,  James,  Westchester  Co.,  1783-5 
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Burtis,  John  L.,  New  York,  1815 
Bussing,  Joannis,  New  Harlem,  1727-8 

Carpenter,  Silas,  Westchester  Co., 
1728-9 

Chahaen,  Samuel,  New  York,  1726 
Cochran,  John,  New  York,  1746 
Cock,  Penn,  Oyster  Bay,  1785 
Coleman,  William,  n.  p.,  1742 
Concklin,  John,  Suffolk  Co.,  1751 
Concklin,  Samuel,  Easthampton,  1728 
Conckling,  Stephen,  Scarsdale,  i784 
Cooper,  Thomas,  Southampton,  1746 
Cowan,  John,  New  York,  1784 
Crawfoot,  Samuel,  n.  p.,  1729 
Crawford,  John,  Rye,  1763 
Crawford,  William,  Eastchester,  N.  Y., 
1748 

Crook,  Samuel,  Southold,  1736 
Crowe,  Jonathan,  New  York,  1780 
Curwin,  Daniel,  Southold,  1748 

Decker,  Charles,  New  York,  1755 
Decker,  Lawrence,  New  York,  1746 
Dennis,  George,  Westchester  Co.,  1768 
Devoe,  Frederick,  New  York,  1784 
Dickinson,  Henry,  Oyster  Bay,  1733 
Dickson,  William,  New  York,  1781 
Doughty,  William,  Eastchester,  1734 
Downing,  Daniel,  Cortlandt  Manor, 

176  o 

Drake,  Benjamin,  Westchester  Co., 

1741 

Drake,  Joseph,  Eastchester,  1732 
Drake,  Underhill  B.,  Westchester,  1785 
DuBois,  Philip,  New  York,  1768 
Durland,  Garret,  Oyster  Bay,  i758-67 

Eagle,  William,  Albany,  1741 
Edwards,  Easthampton,  1736 

Ferris,  John,  Westchester,  1730 
Fleet,  Simon,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.,  1733 
Forgison,  Anna,  Westchester,  1745 
Foshay,  William,  Westchester,  1785 


Foster,  Christopher,  Suffolk  Co.,  1748 
Foster,  Mary,  New  York,  1747 
Foster,  William,  Westchester,  1767 
Fothergill,  Robert,  New  York,  1740-41 
Fowler,  William,  Scarsdale,  1731 

Ganz,  Bernard,  New  York,  1768 
Gardiner,  John,  Easthampton,  1738 
Gendron,  Leah,  New  Rochelle,  1718 
Gidney,  Elijah,  Westchester,  1785 
Gildersleeve,  Richard,  Hempstead,  1739 
Godfrey,  Dr.  Peter,  n.  p.,  1732 

Hallit,  Joseph,  Newtown,  1 73  3 

Hallsey,  Daniel,  Jr.,  Southampton,  1734 
Hallsey,  Isaac,  Jr.,  Southampton,  1752 
Hallsey,  Josiah,  Southampton,  1744 
Halsey,  Job,  Southampton,  1752 
Harreman,  John,  Westchester  Co.,  1771 
Harrington,  Thomas,  Flushing,  1733 
Hart,  John,  n.  p.  1743 
Havens,  John,  Suffolk  Co.,  175° 
Haviland,  Benjamin,  Oyster  Bay,  1751 
Hayter,  Catharine,  New  York,  1761 
Henderson,  John,  New  York,  1784-5 
Hildreth,  Isaac,  Southampton,  1750 
Hill,  Anthony,  Westchester  Co.,  1768 
Hill,  Henry,  Cortlandt  Manor,  1775 
Horton,  Gilbert,  New  Rochelle,  I773“4 
Hosmer,  John,  New  York,  1781 
Howel,  Jonathan,  Suffolk  Co.,  174° 
Howell,  Abraham,  Suffolk  Co.,  1749 
Howell,  Hezekiah,  Suffolk  Co.,  1745 
Howell,  Jacob,  Suffolk  Co.,  1732-3 
Howell,  John,  Suffolk  Co.,  I747-8 
Howell,  Josiah,  Southampton,  I752 
Howell,  Nathaniel,  Southampton, 
1725-6 

Howell,  Richard,  Southampton,  1740 
Howell,  Thomas,  Southampton,  1726 
Hughson,  Will.,  New  York,  1746 
Hunt,  Gilbert,  Westchester  Co.,  1754 
Hunt,  Josiah,  New  York,  1732 
Hunt,  Josiah,  Eastchester,  1751 
Hunting,  Jonathan,  Suffolk  Co.,  1 75 1 
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Huntting,  Dr.  Edward,  Easthampton, 

1745 

Hyatt,  Caleb,  White  Plains,  1784 

Jackson,  James,  New  York,  1735 
Johnes,  Foster,  Southampton,  1748 
Johnson,  William,  Westchester  Co.,  1759 
Jones,  Elisha,  New  York,  1783 

Kelsey,  Benjamin,  New  York,  1767 
King,  John,  Suffolk  Co.,  1740 
Kniffen,  Israel,  Cortlandt  Manor,  1750 
Knowling,  John,  Suffolk  Co.,  1727 

Landon,  James,  Southold,  1738 
Lane,  John,  Kings  Co.,  1773 
Latham,  Joseph,  New  York,  1732 
Leek,  Ebenezer,  Suffolk  Co.,  1734 
LeConte,  William,  New  Rochelle,  1759 
L’Hommedieu,  Hosea,  Shelter  Island, 
1754 

Lieverse,  Elbert,  New  York,  1755 
Little,  David,  New  York,  1785 
Little,  John,  Stonefield,  1753 
Lloyd,  Edward,  New  York,  1738-9 
Lloyd,  Joseph,  New  York,  1730 
Longbottom,  Jacob,  Brookhaven,  1729 
Longbottom,  Joseph,  Brookhaven,  1729 
Losee,  Jecovos,  Jamaica,  1737 
Love,  Samuel,  Suffolk  Co.,  1740 
Ludlom,  William,  Jamaica,  1732 
Lupton,  Mary,  Southampton,  1749 

McCollom,  Archibald,  Rye,  1768 
McGibbons,  John,  New  York,  1783 
McNeil,  Robert,  n.  p.,  1756 
Magra,th,  Dr.  James,  Flushing,  1726 
Markham,  Joanna,  New  York,  1727 
Mead,  Charles,  Cortlandt  Manor,  1772 
Monach,  John,  New  York,  1783 
Monfoort,  Joost,  n.  p.,  1785 
Moone,  Thomas,  New  York,  1761 
Moore,  Abigail,  Southold,  1746 
Mott,  Benjamin,  Jamaica,  1748 
Mott,  James,  Westchester  Co.,  1773 


Mudge,  Jarvis,  Hempstead,  1735 
Mulford,  John,  Jr.,  Easthampton, 
1726-7 

Mulford,  Thomas,  Easthampton,  1732 
Mulford,  Timothy,  Easthampton,  1745 

Nelson,  Elijah,  Westchester  Co.,  1756-7 
Newman,  Jonas,  Westchester  Co.,  1784 
Nickels,  William,  Hempstead,  1744 

Oakley,  Caleb,  Westchester  Co.,  1781 
Ogden,  William,  Westchester  Co.,  1785 
Onderdonck,  Hendrick,  New  York,  1730 
Oothoot,  Hendrick,  New  York,  1742 

Paine,  William,  Suffolk,  1743 
Parmyter,  Thomas,  New  York,  1733 
Parsed,  William,  New  York,  1728 
Parshall,  Israel,  Suffolk  Co.,  1738 
Pearce,  William,  n.  p.,  1739 
Pearse,  Richard,  New  York,  1744 
Pearson,  Seth,  Easthampton,  1727 
Peek,  William,  New  York,  1766 
Peirson,  Theophilus,  Southampton,  1744 
Pelt,  Theophilus,  New  York,  1755 
Petty,  Daniel,  Suffolk  Co.,  1745 
Pinhorne,  John,  New  York,  1767 
Pinkney,  Sarah,  New  York,  1754 
Pinkney,  William,  New  York,  1746 
Pleas,  William,  Suffolk  Co.,  1755 
Pool,  Pierce,  Hempstead,  1785 
Powell,  John,  Queens  Co.,  1738 
Pratt,  Arnout,  New  York,  1726 
Price,  George,  New  York,  1771 
Provoot,  David,  New  York,  1730 
Purdy,  John,  Westchester,  1771 
Purdy,  Jonathan,  New  York,  1784 
Purdy,  Nehemiah,  Cortlandt  Manor, 
1761 

Quick,  Jacobus,  New  York,  1743 

Rayner,  Isaac,  Southampton,  1733-4 
Richards,  Samuel,  Newtown,  L.  I.,  1733 
Robins,  Jeremiah,  Oyster  Bay,  1727 


46 


THE  NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Rottery,  Margaret,  New  York,  1759 
Runnells,  Richardson,  Westchester  Co., 
1769 

Ryder,  Mary,  Westchester  Co.,  1784 
Rypell,  Thomas,  New  York,  1761 

Sawyer,  Peter,  New  York,  1764 
Sayre,  Daniel,  Southampton,  1748 
Schellinks,  Jacob,  Easthampton,  1756 
Shaw,  Harmon,  Hempstead,  1785 
Shaw,  Thomas,  n.  p.,  1746 
Slater,  Joseph,  Rye,  1770 
Slone,  Hannah,  Newtown,  1785 
Smith,  Aury,  n.  p.,  1768 
Smith,  Isaac,  Pound  Ridge,  N.  Y.,  1769 
Smith,  Jesse,  New  York,  1780 
Smith,  Robert,  New  York,  1784 
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GENERAL  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY,  1841 
Ninth  Avenue,  2oth  and  2ist  Streets 
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FIFTH  AVENUE  AT  23rd  STREET 

The  view  illustrated  on  the  cover  of  this  issue  shows  the  old 
Bloomingdale  Road,  the  present  Broadway  at  the  junction  of  Fifth 
Avenue  and  Broadway.  The  House  is  that  later  known  as  the 
Madison  Cottage,  which,  when  Fifth  Avenue  was  cut  through  at 
this  point  in  1839  was  moved  to  the  site  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Build- 
ing northwest  corner  of  Fifth  Avenue  & 23d  Street.  As  shown  in 
the  picture  the  house  is  standing  between  the  present  22d  and  23d 
Streets  in  the  center  of  Fifth  Avenue  and  by  a special  act  of  the 
Common  Council  Christopher  Mildeberger  the  owner  of  the  home- 
stead who  had  married  Margaret  Horn  in  1808,  was  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  homestead  until  November  1,  1839,  altho  the 
Avenue  had  been  ordered  opened  there  in  1837.  It  was  then 
removed  and  used  as  a tavern,  known  as  Madison  Cottage  and 
leased  to  Corporal  Thompson  under  whose  management  it  became 
a noted  resort  for  turfmen  and  sporting  characters.  It  continued  so 
until  1852  when  it  was  superseded  by  Franconi’s  Hippodrome. 

John  Horn  acquired  the  title  to  a farm  in  this  locality  in  1716 
and  built  the  house.  The  picture  shows  the  sycamore  trees  which 
lined  the  Country  road  and  according  to  Mott’s  “New  York  of 
Yesterday,”  divided  the  farm  from  the  house  plot.  Christopher 
Mildeberger  a merchant  of  the  “Swamp”  moved  into  the  house  in 
1820.  The  reproduction  of  Randel’s  Manuscript  map  of  farms  on 
Manhattan  Island  1819-1820  in  Stokes’  Iconography  of  Man- 
hattan Island  Vol.  3,  plate  86,  shows  the  location  of  the  house  as 
the  end  of  Fifth  Avenue  at  the  point  where  it  reached  the  house  and 
its  continuation  beyond  Madison  Square. 


NOTES 

Mrs.  Grant  Williams,  formerly  Curator  of  the  Egyptian  Depart- 
ment of  the  Society,  now  Honorary  Curator,  has  given  up  the 
active  charge  of  the  Society’s  Egyptian  Collection  but  will  continue 
her  work  at  home  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  preparing,  as  she  has  time, 
subsequent  parts  of  the  scientific  catalogue  of  the  Collection  of  the 
material  which  has  been  catalogued  and  reinstalled  by  her.  The  first 
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part  of  the  Catalogue,  containing  the  Egyptian  Jewelry  and  related 
objects  written  by  Mrs.  Williams,  will  be  ready  for  delivery  during 
the  month.  The  cost  has  been  set  at  ten  dollars  per  copy.  It  is  a 
three  hundred  page  book  with  thirty-eight  collotype  plates,  size  nine 
by  twelve  inches. 

Mrs.  Arthur  S.  Richardson  who  resigned  as  Assistant  Curator 
of  the  Department  of  Egyptian  Art  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art  was  appointed  Curator  of  the  Society’s  Egyptian  Collection  to 
succeed  Mrs.  Grant  Williams.  Mrs.  Richardson  began  work  with 
the  Society  on  June  I,  1924  and  will  carry  forward  the  cataloguing 
and  reinstallation  of  the  Collection  from  where  Mrs.  Williams  left  off. 

The  Society  contemplates  publishing  in  the  near  future  a volume 
on  “The  Uniforms  of  the  American,  British,  French,  and  Hessian 
Armies  in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution  1775-1783”  which 
were  painted  and  described  by  the  late  Lt.  Charles  M.  Lefferts. 
These  water  color  paintings  were  made  for  the  Society  and  will  be 
reproduced  in  the  four  color  process  forming  a very  handsome  publi- 
cation and  of  great  historical  importance,  for  nowhere  else  can  these 
pictures  be  found. 

The  Society  received  as  a bequest  of  Charles  Allen  Munn  a 
collection  of  forty-seven  busts,  statuettes,  and  medallions  of  George 
Washington,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  Earl 
Howe  which  have  been  placed  on  exhibition  in  a case  in  the  Henry 
Dexter  Hall. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Blake  generously  presented  a collection  of  seventy- 
one  manuscripts  relating  to  Lord  Stirling  and  his  descendants  con- 
taining his  Will  dated  January  29,  1780,  deeds,  accounts,  letters, 
and  surveys,  1747-1840;  also  a bound  volume  of  one  hundred  and 
five  miscellaneous  letters  dated  1747-1879  which  include  letters  from 
Aaron  Burr,  Nicholas  Cruger,  A.  De  Tocqueville,  Duer  family, 
Washington  Irving,  James  Kent,  Morgan  Lewis,  General  Lafayette, 
James  Madison,  and  Martin  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  James  B.  Wilbur  presented  ten  letters  written  by  De  Witt 
Clinton  to  John  Pintard,  Founder  of  The  New  York  Historical 
Society,  1815-1823. 
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Mr.  William  Rhinelander  Stewart,  Recording  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  presented  a copy  of  his  interesting  book  Grace  Church 
and  Old  New  York”  recently  issued.  The  want  of  a history  of 
Grace  Church  had  long  been  felt  and  Mr.  Stewart  s book  fills  that 
want  with  much  satisfaction. 

Mr.  R.  Horace  Gallatin  presented  a collection  of  seventeen  com- 
memorative half  dollar  coins  struck  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment from  the  Columbian  Centennial  in  1892  to  the  Huguenot  half 
dollar  of  1924. 

Mrs.  R.  Horace  Gallatin  presented  the  sugar  crushing  mallet 
used  in  the  family  of  Robert  Morris,  her  great  grandfather. 

Mrs.  Charles  S.  Fairchild  presented  a silver  porringer  marked 
“Osborn  Utica”  and  two  cut  glass  salt  cellars  with  frames  and  salt 
spoons  made  by  G.  Eoff.  These  were  formerly  the  property  of  Anne 
Floyd,  daughter  of  General  William  Floyd,  of  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  a rare  view  of  New  York,  a 
picture  of  the  General  Theological  Seminary  in  1841?  illustrated  m 
this  issue  of  the  “Quarterly  Bulletin.”  Also  the  following:  A rare 
view  of  the  Ursuline  Convent,  East  Morrisania,  N.  Y.;  view  of  a 
Chinese  Junk  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  1846;  an  Iron  Porringer, 
a Camera  Lucida,  used  by  miniature  artists  about  1825,  and  an 
Orderly  Book  kept  by  Libbens  Loomis,  Regimental  Adjutant,  1st 
Connecticut  Line,  at  New  Windsor  and  West  Point,  Jan  1 April 
23,  1781.  . 

Mr.  W.  Gedney  Beatty  presented  two  interesting  books  on 
architecture,  “The  British  Architect,”  by  Abraham  Swan,  Phila- 
delphia, 1775,  and  “Young  Carpenter’s  Assistant”  by  Owen  Biddle, 
Philadelphia,  1805. 

Tiffany  and  Company  presented  to  the  Library  the  second  edition 
of  the  “Young  Carpenter’s  Assistant”  by  Owen  Biddle,  Phila- 
delphia,  1810. 

Mr.  Albert  Rosenthal,  of  Philadelphia,  presented  to  the  Library 
a collection  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  engraved  portraits  of 
distinguished  Americans,  many  of  them  etched  by  his  father,  Max 
Rosenthal,  and  himself. 
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Mrs.  Frederick  J.  Stimson  presented  three  volumes  of  accounts, 
1856-1872,  two  diaries  of  Civil  War  events,  and  two  volumes  of 
correspondence  of  David  Mitchell  Turnure,  also  a collection  of  Civil 
War  newspaper  clippings. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Savage  presented  a pair  of  silver  tongs  marked 
“G.  Eoff.” 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Preston,  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  presented  forty-one 
manuscript  Journals,  Day  Books,  Account  Books,  etc.,  of  the  firm  of 
A.  J.  Hasbrouck  and  Jensen,  at  Kingston  Landing  and  Rondout, 
N.  Y.,  covering  the  period  1797-1846. 

Mr.  William  L.  Calver,  Chairman  of  the  Field  Exploration  Com- 
mittee, lectured  at  West  Point  on  April  12,  1924  on  the  work  of  the 
Committee  in  the  Hudson  Highlands.  Major  General  Sladen, 
Superintendent  of  the  West  Point  Military  Academy,  kindly 
renewed  the  permit  issued  by  his  predecessor  for  the  Field  Explora- 
tion Committee  to  continue  their  work  of  excavation  for  Revolu- 
tionary sites  and  mementos  at  West  Point. 

A valuable  collection  of  47  glass  negatives  8 x 10  of  views  at  the 
upper  end  of  Manhattan  Island  made  in  1892-3  by  Edward  Wenzel, 
was  presented  by  Mr.  William  L.  Calver. 


MEMBERSHIP 

Blair  S.  Williams  and  Philip  Corell  were  elected  Life  members 
of  the  Society  and  Charles  J.  Dunlap  an  Annual  Member. 


NECROLOGY 

Charles  Allen  Munn,  a member  since  1907,  died  April  3,  1924  in 
the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  William  F.  Me  Pherson,  a life  member  since  1921,  died 
April  4,  1924. 

Hopper  Striker  Mott,  a member  since  1902,  died  June  16,  1924, 
in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 
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Constructed E rora  beef  bones  by  the  American  Naval  Prisoners  confined  in  Dartmoor  Prison,  England,  during  the  War  of  18x2 
Presented  to  the  Society  by  Clarkson  Crolius,  May  4,  1886 
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COLONIAL  COMMISSIONS 
1680-  1772 
III 

I7°3“June  3-  Commission  to  Thomas  Burroughs  to  be  Coroner  of 
the  County  of  Orange. 

Oct.  14.  Wm.  Peartree  to  be  Mayor  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  Ebenezer  Wilson  to  be  Sheriff  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  Jacobus  Turk  to  be  Sheriff  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14. Johannes  Schuyler  to  be  Mayor  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  — the  Peace  for  the  City  and  County  of  New 

York. 

— — the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Orange. 

Oct.  14.  Richard  Stillwell  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Kings. 

Oct.  14.  Thos.  Cardale  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Kings,  [sic  for  Queens] 

Oct.  14.  Cornelius  Bogardus  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 

County  of  Ulster. 

Oct.  14.  Commission  to  John  Perry  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Orange. 

Oct.  14. Roger  Barton  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Westchester. 

Oct.  14.  Lambert  Garretson  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 

County  of  Richmond. 

Oct.  14.  Thomas  Clarke  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Suffolk. 

Oct.  14. Wm.  Peartree  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Market  for 

the  City  of  New  York. 

Oct.  18.  Wm.  Peartree  to  be  Coroner  of  Nutten  Island. 

1704-April  24.  Commission  to  Theunis  Dowe  to  be  Sheriffe  of  the 
County  of  Orange. 

July  15  Roger  Mompesson  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the 

Province  of  New  York,  vice,  Bridges,  deceased. 

Oct.  14.  Wm.  Peartree  to  be  Mayor  of  New  York. 
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1704- Oct.  14.  Ebenezer  Wilson  to  be  Sheriff  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  Rich.  Stillwell  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Kings. 

Oct.  14.  Thomas  Jones  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Queens. 

Oct.  14.  Commission  to  Hugh  Gray  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk. 

Oct.  14.  Roger  Barton  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Westchester. 

Oct.  14.  Jacobus  Turk  to  be  Sheriff  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  Tunis  Douwe  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Orange. 

Oct.  14.  of  the  Peace  for  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  to  Wm.  Peartree  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Market 

in  New  York. 

Oct.  20.  Commission  to  Rev.  John  Sharp  to  be  Chaplain  of 
Her  Majesty’s  forces  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  vice, 
Edmd.  Mott,  deceased. 

Nov.  1.  John  Townsend  to  be  Coroner  of  the  County 

of  Queens. 

1705- Feb.  7.  Commission  of  John  Tuder  to  be  Recorder  of  New 

York. 

Feb.  20.  — — George  Clarke  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

March  3.  May  Bickley  to  be  Attorney  General  of  the 

Province  of  New  York,  vice  Broughton,  deed. 

April  18.  Leave  of  absence  to  George  Clarke,  Secretary  of 
the  Province  for  one  year. 

April  18.  Commission  to  Sampson  Broughton  to  be  Advo- 
cate Genl.  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

June  15.  Lancaster  Symes  to  be  Public  Appraiser,  vice 

Tothill,  deceased. 

Oct.  15.  Wm.  Peartree  to  be  Mayor  of  New  York. 

Oct.  15.  Ebenezer  Wilson  to  be  Sheriff  of  New  York. 

Oct.  15. David  Schuyler  to  be  Sheriff  of  Albany. 

Oct.  15. Johannis  Schuyler  to  be  Mayor  of  Albany. 


7°5-Oct.  15.  Rich.  Stilwill  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Kings. 

Oct.  15.  Egbert  Willett  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Queens. 

Oct.  15. Thomas  Noxon  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  Counties 

of  Dutchess  and  Ulster. 

Oct.  15.  Lambert  Garritson  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Richmond. 

Oct.  15.  — — Hugh  Gray  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Suffolk. 

Oct.  15.  Commission  to  Roger  Barton  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Westchester. 

706-Feb.  2.  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  New 
York. 

April  18.  to  Wm.  Peartree  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Market 

in  the  City  of  New  York. 

June  9.  Charles  Congreve  to  be  Captain  of  Foot. 

Sept.  16.  Peter  Schuyler  and  Dirck  Wessells  to  be 

Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the  City 
and  County  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  Thos.  Cardale  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Queens. 

Oct.  14.  Wm.  Peartree  to  be  Mayor  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  Ebenezer  Willson  to  be  Sheriff  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  David  Schuyler  to  be  Mayor  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  Jeremiah  Caniff  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Orange. 

Oct.  14.  Henry  Holland  to  be  Sheriff  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  Thomas  Noxon  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  Counties 

of  Ulster  and  Dutchess. 

Oct.  14.  Thomas  Cardale  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Queens. 

Oct.  14.  Rich.  Stillwell  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Kings. 

Oct.  14.  Lambert  Garretson  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Richmond. 
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THE  SYLVAN  STEAMBOATS  ON  THE  EAST  RIVER 
NEW  YORK  TO  HARLEM. 


An  interesting  bit  of  transportation  history  of  the  City  of  New 
York  well  remembered  by  many  old  New  Yorkers  may  be  told  in 
connection  with  the  fine  line  of  steamboats  which  plyed  the  East 
River  from  Harlem  to  Peck’s  Slip.  The  record  of  these  “Sylvan” 
boats  is  definitely  preserved  in  the  five  splendid  water-color  paint- 
ings which  have  recently  become  the  property  of  The  New  York 
Historical  Society  and  are  reproduced  in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin, 
while  the  boats  themselves  have  all  been  destroyed  with  the  pos- 
sible exception  of  one,  as  this  article  will  hereafter  relate. 

At  the  time  that  these  steamboats  were  built  traveling  from  the 
lower  end  of  Manhattan  Island  to  Harlem,  was  accomplished  by 
the  stages  and  later  the  horse  cars  and  it  is  variously  recorded  that 
a trip  from  City  Hall  to  Harlem  Bridge  by  the  horse  car  took  from 
one  hour  and  a half  to  two  hours  for  the  journey.  The  elevated 
roads  which  later  succeeded  in  diverting  the  passengers  from  the 
steamboats  had  not  been  built,  and  there  was  no  more  lovely  vista 
than  the  banks  along  the  East  River  from  Jones’  Wood  north,  where 
the  shore  was  dotted  by  country  homes  with  large  grounds  of  well- 
to-do  New  Yorkers,  to  whom  the  ever-changing  panorama  of  steam 
and  sail  boats  must  have  been  an  attractive  feature  from  the  ve- 
randas of  their  splendid  homes. 

The  Harlem  and  New  York  Navigation  Company  was  incor- 
porated in  1856  with  a capital  of  $150,000  under  a general  act  of 
April  15,  1854,  which  provided  for  the  incorporation  of  companies 
for  the  navigation  of  lakes  and  rivers,  and  the  same  year  1856  the 
“Sylvan  Shore,”  the  first  of  this  company’s  line  of  “Sylvan”  boats, 
was  built  at  Morrisania,  N.  Y.  The  second,  the  “Sylvan  Grove,” 
was  built  in  1858,  the  third,  “Sylvan  Stream,”  built  at  New  York 
City  1863,  fourth,  “Sylvan  Glen,”  built  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  1869, 
and  fifth  and  last,  the  “Sylvan  Dell,”  built  at  Greenpoint  in  1872. 

The  Company  is  first  noted  in  Wilson’s  Business  Directory  of 
1 863-4  with  address  at  Third  Avenue,  corner  of  East  130th  Street, 
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The  last  appearance  was  in  the  directory  of  1881-2.  The  boats  ran 
from  Harlem  to  Pier  24,  East  River,  foot  of  Peck’s  Slip,  and  from  an 
advertisement  in  the  New  York  Tribune  of  July  4,  i860,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  Harlem  and  New  York  Navigation  Company 
co-operated  with  the  Harlem  and  Spuyten  Duyvil  Navigation 
Company  which  also  docked  at  the  foot  of  East  130th  Street  and 
ran  smaller  boats  to  places  beyond  Harlem.  The  advertisement 
reads: 

“Fourth  of  July  on  the  Harlem  River. 

The  Steamers,  Emily,  Tiger  and  Trumpeter,  will  leave  their  wharf, 
at  Harlem  for  High  Bridge  every  half  hour  during  the  day,  and  tor 
the  Century  House,  215th  Street,  near  King’s  Bridge  hourly,  touch- 
ing at  Macomb’s  Dam,  Tomlinson’s  Woods,  Morris  s Dock  and 
Fordham  Landing,  and  ’connecting  with  the  steamers  Sylvan  Shore 
and  Sylvan  Grove,  which  leave  Peck  Slip  and  Harlem  every  hour 

throughout  the  day”.  , , f 

One  would  naturally  ask  why  two  boat  lines  were  needed  to 
the  Harlem  River  service,  and  why  the  Sylvan  line  of  boats  did 
not  run  beyond  the  Harlem  Bridge.  The  reason  being  that  at 
that  time  no  boat  drawing  over  two  feet  of  water  could  navigate 
the  shallow  Harlem.  An  interesting  account  of  the  Harlem  and 
Spuvten  Duyvil  Navigation  Company  is  given  in  the  first  report 
to  the  stockholders  by  L.  G.  Morris,  the  President  of  the  Company, 
dated  November  14,  i860: 

“As  the  Harlem  River  never  had  been  looked  upon  as  a navi- 
gable stream  by  the  public  until  the  time  of  our  commencing  to 
navigate  it  under  this  incorporation,  there  had  been  no  landings 
established  by  law  or  otherwise  excepting  Morris  private  dock  and 
Berrian’s  landing  at  Fordham.  This  involved  immediate  outlay 
in  building  temporary  structures  at  3rd  Avenue,  Macomb  s Dam, 
High  Bridge,  Tomlinson’s  Woods  and  215th  Street  and  we  had  to 
apply  to  Police,  Harbor  Masters,  etc.,  to  establish  the  right  to  pro- 
tect and  maintain  private  landings  over  private  property,  which 
was  successful.  ...  It  was  deemed  expedient  that  the  Company 
should  own,  equip  and  fully  man  three  boats,  to  enable  them  to 
run  week  day  boats  and  three  boats  on  Sundays,  not  that  we  sup- 
posed  the  route  would  in  itself  pay  for  such  an  outfit,  but  thoug  t 
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THE  “SYLVAN  SHORE,”  BUILT  1856 
From  a painting  by  James  Bard. 
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it  expedient  to  accommodate  and  carry  the  public  on  all  emergen- 
cies, and  we  determined  to  try  and  get  extra  excursions  for  the 
third  boat  on  week  days  to  help  pay  expenses.  We  did  something 
in  the  excursion  line  but  not  with  sufficient  success  to  make  it 
profitable,  which  confines  our  receipts  to  the  legitimate  business 
between  Third  Avenue  and  215th  Street. 

“The  Emily  was  placed  on  the  route  on  the  24th  of  March,  and 
ran  alone  until  the  18th  of  May,  when  the  Tiger  was  started  and 
July  4th  the  Trumpeter  was  put  on.” 

The  receipts  from  March  through  October,  i860,  were  $1 2,659*77? 
which  at  six  cents  each  makes  the  number  of  persons  carried  during 
that  time  210,996;  the  distance  being  a little  less  than  five  miles 
each  way. 

For  those  traveling  beyond  Harlem,  there  was  also  a stage 
line  which  ran  to  the  Village  of  Morrisania  which  connected  with 

the  boats  plying  to  the  city.  . 

Then  as  now  we  find  the  Fourth  of  July  the  grand  outing  day 
on  the  steamboats  and  advertisements  in  the  newspapers  between 
1860-1880  show  these  boats  were  used  for  excursions  to  all  places 
of  interest  on  the  Hudson  River,  Harlem  River  and  down  the  Bay 
on  each  Independence  Day  as  well  as  on  Sundays  when  not  serving 
as  transportation  steamers,  as  they  did  during  the  week. 

The  Sylvan  boats  operated  by  the  Harlem  and  New  York  Navi- 
gation Company  left  130th  Street  for  Peck’s  Slip,  stopping  at  120th 
Street  and  at  Astoria,  and  the  express  boats  made  the  run  in  hall 
an  hour.  The  queen  of  the  fleet  was  the  “Sylvan  Dell”,  which  was 
celebrated  for  her  speed.  But  this  company  was  not  without  its 
rival,  for  the  Morrisania  Steamboat  Company  also  operated  a line 
of  boats  from  Mott  Haven  to  Fulton  Street.  They  were,  the 
“Harlem”,  “Morrisania”  and  “Shady  Side”.  The  latter,  built  in 
1873,  was  the  last  of  this  group  to  be  constructed.  It  was  built  to 
run  from  New  York  to  Fort  Lee  (known  as  Shady  Side)  and  taken 
over  by  the  opposition  line  because  the  Harlem  was  getting  slow. 
These  boats  docked  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  Harlem  Bridge 
and  the  Sylvan  boats  on  the  southerly  side. 

Early  Harlem  residents  still  recall  the  keen  rivalry  and  com- 
petition of  these  two  companies  and  in  order  to  gain  patronage 
these  companies  oftentimes  raced  their  boats,  in  which  contests 


THE  “SYLVAN  GROVE,”  BUILT  1858 
From  a painting  by  James  Bard. 
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the  Sylvan  boats  fared  best.  The  boats  also  carried  freight  in 
addition  to  the  passengers.  One  writer  in  the  Harlem  Home  News 
of  March  27,  1918,  recalling  his  boyhood  days  states  that  when  he 
went  to  the  old  125th  Street  school  all  the  lads  knew  the  name  of 
the  boats  by  their  whistle  and  bell. 

The  “Sylvan  Dell,”  known  as  the  speediest  of  the  boats,  carries 
on  her  bow  mast  a significant  flag  not  carried  by  the  other  boats. 
It  has  a race  horse  with  a jockey  for  a flag  instead  of  the  usual  let- 
ters of  the  name  of  the  boat. 

The  boats  ran  on  a varying  schedule  of  one  half  hour  to  2 hours 
apart.  Dodd’s  Express  Railway  and  Steamboat  Register  for  1869 
gives  the  time  of  the  Sylvan  boats  leaving  Harlem,  between  7 A.M. 
to  6.15  P.M.  daily  except  Sundays  as  follows:  7,  8,  9.15,  11.30, 
1.30,  3.15,  4.15,  5.15  and  6.15. 

The  slow,  tiresome  trip  of  the  Third  Avenue  horse  cars  trom 
lower  Manhattan  to  Harlem,  made  the  trip  on  the  trim  Sylvan 
boats  an  attraction  and  this  mode  of  travel  evidently  increased, 
judging  from  the  regularity  with  which  new  boats  were  added  from 
the  first  built  in  1856  to  the  fifth  in  1872  and  the  fact  that  a rival 
company  had  also  stepped  in  as  a competitor. 

From  an  account  in  the  New  York  Tribune  of  October  21,  1876, 
it  is  shown  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  consolidate  these  two 
companies  but  with  what  success  has  not  been  learned,  but  we  have 
not  found  that  they  were  made  one. 

In  that  year  J.  N.  Watson,  who  had  been  the  Secretary  of  The 
Harlem  and  New  York  Navigation  Company  and  owner  of  226 
shares  of  that  Company’s  stock,  applied  for  an  injunction  restrain- 
ing the  directors  from  carrying  out  an  agreement  consolidating  the 
Company  with  the  Mornsama  Steamboat  Company  which  he 
alleged  had  been  unlawfully  signed  and  without  the  consent  of  the 
stockholders,  but  in  secrecy.  The  shares  had  a par  value  of  ten 
dollars  and  the  boats  of  the  Harlem  or  “Sylvan  line  were  well 
patronized  and  this  company  had  at  one  time  a surplus  of  $75>000, 
He  claimed  the  traffic  could  not  support  two  lines  and  the  Mor- 
risania  Company  was  in  debt,  their  three  boats  mortgaged  for 
$30,000,  the  only  property  they  had,  while  the  old  line  s surplus 
had  been  used  up  and  therefore  in  1876,  when  this  injunction  was 
sought,  their  assets  were  only  equal  to  their  liabilities.  That  for  a 
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THE  “SYLVAN  STREAM,”  BUILT  1863 
From  a painting  by  James  Bard. 
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long  time  the  new  Company  had  made  efforts  for  the  old  line  to 
absorb  it  but  the  directors  refused.  Changes  in  the  directorship,  it 
was  charged,  brought  about  the  agreement  complained  of,  and 
the  compact  terms  were  that  the  companies  were  to  consolidate 
November  I for  five  years.  Changes  in  landings  were  proposed 
and  the  new  company  was  to  run  four  winter  boats  and  six  in  sum- 
mer. It  was  further  alleged  that  the  act  of  incorporation  forbade 
the  directors  from  forming  any  combination  and  that  the  Harlem 
Company  was  solvent  and  the  Morrisania  Company  insolvent  and 
unless  the  consolidation  is  effected  would  soon  stop  running  when 
the  old  line  would  again  reap  large  profits. 

Little  was  realized  of  the  future  rapid  transit  transportation 
which  was  soon  to  take  hold  in  New  York,  and  so  for  twenty-odd 
years  this  means  of  transportation  was  well  known  and  patronized 
by  New  Yorkers.  By  1867  the  elevated  railroads  were  being  talked 
of  seriously,  experiments  projected,  and  in  1875  the  Legislature 
favored  granting  a franchise  for  the  elevated  roads,  while  1876  saw 
its  practical  accomplishment,  but  it  was  not  until  after  1880  that 
the  elevated  lines  on  both  sides  of  the  city  were  extended  to  Harlem. 
Simultaneously  with  that  accomplishment  the  patronage  of  the 
Harlem  and  Morrisania  steamboat  lines  declined,  for  after  1881-2 
they  were  no  longer  listed  in  the  directories  of  the  day  and  from  the 
statistical  facts  appended  we  find  that  other  uses  were  sought  and 
found  for  the  Sylvan  line  of  boats. 

The  handsome  water-color  paintings  of  these  five  boats  were 
painted  by  James  Bard  in  1871.  He  lived  at  162  Perry  Street  just 
west  of  Greenwich  Street  and  died  there.  He  was  an  artist  by 
profession  and  specialized  in  painting  steamboats.  He  had  a 
brother,  John  Bard,  also  an  artist.  In  1876  Mr.  George  Washington 
Murdock  visited  James  Bard,  who  was  then  about  65  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Murdock,  a steamboat  engineer  by  profession,  became  interested 
in  collecting  the  pictures  and  records  of  local  steamboats,  secured 
the  paintings  of  the  Sylvan  boats  which  are  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Society,  and  he  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  statistical 
data  concerning  the  boats,  forming  a complete  record  of  each. 

Mr.  Murdock’s  interest  in  steamboats  is  better  understood  when 
one  knows  that  he  was  born  in  the  Rondout,  New  York,  lighthouse 
in  1853,  where  his  mother  was  the  lighthouse  keeper  for  many 
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THE  “SYLVAN  GLEN,”  BUILT  1869 
From  a painting  by  James  Bard. 
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THE  “SYLVAN  DELL,”  BUILT  1872 
From  a painting  by  James  Bard. 


“TIGER  LILY,”  AT  HER  DOCK,  1873 


THE  “HARLEM,”  BUILT  1873 
Of  the  Morrisania  Steamboat  Company. 
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years.  In  his  surroundings  he  had  no  boyhood  playmates,  since 
he  lived  in  the  lighthouse  until  he  was  a young  man,  so  that  his 
chief  interest  as  a boy  were  the  steamboats  which  have  ever  since 
held  his  fascination. 


“Sylvan  Shore.” 

Built  at  Morrisania,  N.  Y.  1856. 

Hull  by  F.  Boole,  Morrisania,  N.  Y. 

Engine  by  Fletcher,  Harrison  & Co.,  N.  Y. 

Keel  125  feet — over  all  136  feet. 

Beam  23  feet — over  all  40  feet. 

Depth  of  hold,  7 feet  6 inches. 

The  first  one  built  for  this  line. 

Speed  17  miles  per  hour. 

Ran  until  early  ^o’s — Broken  up  in  1877  and  engines  put  in  the  first  Annex  Ferry 
Boat  to  run  between  Jersey  City  and  Brooklyn. 

“Sylvan  Grove.” 

Second  of  line.  Built  N.  Y.  1858. 

Hull  by  Thomas  Collyer  of  New  York. 

Engine  by  Fletcher,  Harrison  & Co.,  New  York. 

Length  of  keel  134  feet— over  all  148  feet  6 inches. 

Beam,  25  feet — over  guards  43  feet. 

Depth  of  hold,  8 feet  2 inches. 

Speed  17F2  miles.  Ran  on  Harlem  line  until  early  ’8o’s.  Then  used  on  Rockaway 
Beach,  Bay  Ridge  and  other  routes  about  New  York  Harbor.  Then  to  Cape 
Fear  River,  N.  C.  1887  and  operated  by  New  Hanover  Transit  Co. 

Destroyed  by  fire  at  wharf,  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  on  Jan.  19,  1891. 


“Sylvan  Stream.” 

Built  at  New  York  City  1863. 

Hull  by  Thos.  Collyer  of  New  York, 
j Engine  by  Fletcher,  Harrison  & Co.,  N.  Y. 

Keel  148  feet — over  all  157  feet  2 inches. 

Beam  26  feet  6 inches — over  all  44F2  feet. 

Depth  of  hold,  8 feet  4 inches. 

Third  one  of  line.  Speed  17K  miles  per  hour.  On  Harlem  Line  until  1883.  Then 
used  as  excursion  boat  in  New  York  Harbor.  In  1885  was  sold  for  St.  Lawrence 
River  Line.  In  1893  name  was  changed  to  Empire  State  and  ran  on  route  between 
Clayton  and  Alexandria  Bay  in  connection  with  N.  Y.  C.  & H.  R.  R.  R.  Was 
on  this  line  when  she  caught  fire  on  June  25,  1903,  at  Kingston,  Ontario,  and 
totally  destroyed. 


THE  “MORRISANIA” 

Of  the  Morrisania  Steamboat  Company. 
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“Sylvan  Glen.” 

Mr.  Murdock  considers  this  the  prettiest  one  of  the  fleet. 

Built  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  1869 

Hull  by  Lawrence  & Foulkes  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Engine  by  Fletcher,  Harrison  & Co.  of  N.  Y. 

Keel  148  feet — over  all  160  feet. 

Beam  26  feet — over  all  45  feet. 

Depth  of  hold,  8 feet  6 inches. 

Fourth  one  of  line  (Harlem  and  N.  Y.  Navigation  Co.)  and  ran  regularly  for  a 
number  of  years.  Afterwards  to  Bay  Ridge,  etc.— N.  Y.  Harbor.  Then  on  St. 
Johns  River,  Florida,  then  on  Savannah  River.  Then  purchased  in  1896  by 
the  Delaware  River  Rapid  Transit  Co.  for  the  Philadelphia  & Gloucester  Route. 
Last  account  1915  on  that  line. 


“Sylvan  Dell.” 

Built  at  Greenpoint  1872. 

Hull  by  Lawrence  & Foulkes,  Greenpoint. 

Engine  by  Fletcher,  Harrison  & Co.,  N.  Y. 

Keel  178  feet — over  all  185  feet. 

Beam  27  feet — over  all  46^2  feet. 

Depth  of  hold,  8 feet  9 inches 

Built  for  Harlem  & New  York  Navigation  Co. 

Fifth  and  last  of  this  line. 

One  of  the  handsomest  side  wheel  steamboats  of  medium  size  ever  built  in  U.  S. 

With  an  excellent  model — fine  proportions — easy  lines  and  graceful  appearance. 
Known  as  the  “Queen  of  New  York  Harbor.”  Also  ran  in  lines  to  Newburgh- 
Bay  Ridge  and  Glen  Island  routes. 

Was  sold  about  1886  to  run  on  the  Delaware  River  from  Philadelphia  to  Gloucester. 
Destroyed  by  fire  on  July  16,  1919,  at  Salem  Creek,  Salem,  New  Jersey. 

Of  the  opposition  line,  the  Morrisania  was  burned  at  Hoboken; 
the  Harlem,  which  had  been  running  between  Boston  and  the 
Point  of  Pines  in  the  harbor,  ran  upon  Grand  Ledge  in  September, 
1880,  when  it  was  reported  the  water  was  up  to  her  fires. 

A.  J.  Wall. 


THE  CENTENNIAL  OF  GENERAL  LAFAYETTE’S  VISIT 
TO  AMERICA  IN  1824  AND  THE  ACTION  OF  THE 
NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  ON 
THAT  OCCASION 

On  August  15,  1824,  General  Lafayette  landed  at  the  Battery, 
New  York  City,  on  his  famous  visit  and  tour  of  the  United  States. 
One  hundred  years  have  passed  since  then  and  it  is  intensely  inter- 
esting to  turn  back  and  read  the  minutes  of  The  New  York  His- 
torical Society  at  that  time,  where  we  find  the  following  action  of 
the  Society. 

At  a meeting  held  in  the  New  York  Institution,  then  in  the 
present  City  Hall  Park,  August  17,  1824,  Dr.  David  Hosack, 
President  of  the  Society,  was  presiding.  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman 
proposed  General  Lafayette,  and  John  Anthon  proposed  his  son, 
George  Washington  Lafayette,  as  Honorary  Members  of  the 
Society  and  they  were  unanimously  elected.  A Committee 
of  Three,  consisting  of  Dr.  David  Hosack,  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman, 
and  John  Anthon,  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  General  Lafayette 
and  his  son  to  learn  when  it  would  be  agreeable  to  meet  the  Society 
for  the  purpose  of  being  inducted  as  Honorary  Members.  The 
Committee  who  immediately  waited  upon  them  reported  that  the 
General  and  his  son  would  meet  the  Society  at  two  o’clock  to- 
morrow. Mr.  Bleecker,  Dr.  Beck,  and  Mr.  Haight  were  appointed 
a Committee  of  Arrangements  and  the  Secretary  was  requested  to 
call  a special  meeting  of  the  Society.  Accordingly  on  the  following 
day,  August  18,  1824,  at  The  New  York  Institution,  at  a little 
after  two  o’clock  General  Lafayette  and  his  son  were  introduced 
by  Dr.  Hosack  and  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having 
been  read,  Dr.  Hosack  rose  and  addressed  the  General  as  follows: 

“Gen.  Lafayette  in  compliance  with  the  unanimous  resolutions 
of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  I have  the  gratification  to  an- 
nounce to  you  your  election  as  an  Honorary  Member  of  this  Insti- 
tution and  to  present  to  you  a copy  of  their  Transactions.  In 
announcing  to  you  the  resolution  of  this  Society  permit  me  to 
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observe  that  it  was  the  exclusive  object  of  the  formation  of  this 
Institution  to  collect  preserve  and  record  the  materials  appertaining 
to  the  history  of  our  State  and  country. 

“Among  these  none  have  been  so  precious  as  those  relating  to 
the  Revolution;  in  which  you  bore  an  honorable  and  distinguished 
part  and  to  whom  under  Providence,  our  country  is  signally  in- 
debted for  its  Independence  and  the  prosperity  and  success  that 
has  followed  in  its  train. 

“In  the  name  of  this  Institution,  I also  tender  to  you  their 
congratulations  upon  your  safe  arrival,  which  affords  you  the  oppor- 
tunity to  witness  the  happy  condition  of  that  country,  in  whose 
behalf  the  sword  of  your  youth  was  drawn  and  personally  to  hear 
your  testimony  to  the  blessings  which  have  followed  the  achieve- 
ments that  have  been  accomplished  by  the  united  efforts  of  a 
Washington  and  his  companions  in  arms.  General,  my  bosom 
glows  at  the  associations  which  these  events  bring  to  our  recollection 
and  every  heart  in  this  Assembly  throbs  with  inexpressible  emotions 
at  the  sight  of  the  hero  who  this  day  enters  their  Hall  and  confers 
a lasting  honor  upon  the  sittings  of  this  Society.  Long,  Long,  Sir, 
may  you  live  to  enjoy  the  homage  so  justly  due  and  spontaneously 
offered  from  the  hearts  of  a free  and  grateful  people  for  the  services 
you  have  rendered  to  this  Nation,  to  the  world,  to  liberty,  and  to 
tbe  ever  memorable  establishment  of  the  only  example  on  earth 
of  a pure  unmixed  republican  form  of  government. 

“The  same  historic  page  that  records  these  events  will  also 
inscribe  in  gold  capitals  the  immortal  names  of  Washington  and 
Lafayette.” 

General  Lafayette  thereupon  rose  and  replied  as  follows: 

“Sir — With  the  most  lively  gratitude  I receive  the  honor  which 
the  Historical  Society  of  New  York  have  conferred  by  electing  me 
one  of  their  Members. 

“Permit  me  also  thankfully  to  acknowledge  the  flattering 
manner  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  announce  this  mark  of  their 
benevolence.  The  United  States,  Sir,  is  the  first  Nation  on  the 
records  of  history  who  have  founded  their  constitution  upon  an 
honest  investigation  and  clear  definition  of  their  natural  and  social 
rights.  Nor  can  we  doubt  that  notwithstanding  the  combinations 
made  elsewhere  by  despotism  and  aristocracy  against  those  sacred 
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rights  of  mankind  immense  majorities  in  other  countries  shall  not 
in  vain  observe  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  a free  virtuous  and 
enlightened  people.” 

The  President  next  addressed  George  Washington  Lafayette  as 
follows:  “George  Washington  Lafayette,  In  accordance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  I have  also  the  honor 
to  present  you  a similar  evidence  of  membership  with  that  con- 
ferred upon  your  illustrious  sire.  May  you  Sir  emulate  his  talents 
and  his  virtues  and  may  the  same  undaunted  spirit  which  lead 
him  to  offer  his  life  at  the  altar  of  freedom  animate  the  bosom  of  the 
son  in  the  same  glorious  cause.” 

To  which  the  following  reply  was  made: 

“Sir  I cannot  find  words  adequate  to  the  feelings  which  I 
experience  at  this  moment.  Permit  me  to  beg  of  you  to  present 
to  the  members  of  this  Society  the  homage  of  my  profound  respect 
and  gratitude  for  the  unexpected  honor  at  this  time  conferred  upon 
me. 

The  Society  is  fortunate  in  possessing  two  portraits  of  General 
Lafayette  reproduced  in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin.  One  painted  in 
1791,  wearing  on  his  military  uniform  the  badge  of  the  Society  of 
the  Cincinnati.  The  artist  of  this  portrait  is  not  known.  It  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  Society  at  the  time  of  his  visit,  having 
been  presented  in  1817  by  General  Ebenezer  Stevens.  The  other, 
painted  by  Charles  C.  Ingham  in  1825  from  life  at  the  time  of  his 
visit,  was  presented  by  the  artist.  From  the  papers  of  General 
Joseph  Reed  (1741-1785)  of  Philadelphia  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  we  print  the  following  letter  written  by  Lafayette  to  the  son 
of  General  Reed,  his  friend,  five  weeks  after  his  landing  at  New  York. 

New  York  September  21st  1824 

My  dear  Sir 

I can  at  last  anticipate,  with  some  certainty,  the  time  when  I 
will  have  the  pleasure  to  see  you  in  Philadelphia:  My  first  plan 
had  been  to  leave  New  York  on  my  way  to  the  Jersays  and  Penn- 
sylvania soon  after  the  15th  when  several  delays  not  depending  on 
me  and  the  necessity  to  fulfil  some  engagements  up  the  North 
River  brought  me  to  Albany  and  Troy:  I returned  in  haste  ex- 
pecting to  set  of  [f]  to  day  or  to  morrow  at  farthest  But  the  Jersay 
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gentlemen  wished  to  have  two  days  previous  notice  and  I under- 
stood my  Philadelphia  friends  objected  to  my  arriving  on  Saturday, 
so  that,  this  time,  the  postponement  came  from  the  quarter  where 
I was  going.  It  was  my  duty  to  conform  to  their  intentions  and 
it  has  been  settled  I would  have  the  very  high  gratification  on 
next  Monday  to  revisit  the  City  of  Philadelphia:  Happy  I would 
have  been  there  to  embrace  your  dear  father  my  excellent  friend: 
But  I have,  amidst  my  enjoyments,  many  sad  feelings  of  mourning 
to  experience.  The  sight  of  the  sons  is  a consolation  to  my  heart: 
Receive,  my  dear  Sir,  the  affectionate  sentiments  of 


[Addressed:]  Joseph  Reed  Esq 
Philadelphia 


Your  sincere  friend 
Lafayette 


NOTES 

The  Society  is  fortunate  in  the  recent  acquisition  of  three 
beautiful  miniatures  of  Robert  Fulton  and  Harriet  Livingston,  his 
wife,  both  painted  by  Robert  Fulton,  and  one  of  his  daughter, 
Julia  Fulton  Blight,  painted  in  Paris  by  James  Freeman.  These 
miniatures  always  in  the  possession  of  the  Fulton  family,  were 
generously  acquired  by  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  for  the  Society. 


Mr.  Hoffman  also  presented  a powder  horn  used  by  Thomas 
Smith,  dated  Valley  Forge  1778. 

Four  exhibition  cases  have  been  added  to  The  Henry  Dexter 
Hall  and  temporarily  filled  with  Egyptian  objects,  under  the 
installation  plan  of  Mrs.  Arthur  S.  Richardson,  Curator  of  the 
Society’s  Egyptian  Collections.  The  entire  collection  still  remain- 
ing in  the  old  cases  has  been  classified  and  rearranged  by  Mrs. 
Richardson. 
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We  are  pleased  to  have 
in  the  New  York  Room 
the  Five  Mile  Stone  which 
formerly  stood  at  Third 
Avenue  and  77th  Street, 
New  York  City.  This  in- 
teresting relic  of  old  New 
York  was  removed  some 
time  ago  and  stored  in  the 
Department  of  Highways 
yard  at  90th  Street  and 
First  Avenue,  where  it  was 
found  by  Mr.  Robert  E. 
Livingston,  of  the  Con- 
solidated Gas  Company, 
and  through  him  presented 
to  the  Society  by  the  Com- 
pany. The  series  of  miles 
stones  of  which  this  is  one 
were  erected  in  1769  and 
marked  the  miles  for  the 
traveller  from  the  old  City 
Hall,  corner  of  Nassau  and 
Wall  Streets. 


THE  BURNING  OF  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


The  following  account  of  the  capture  and  burning  of  Washington 
one  hundred  and  ten  years  ago,  was  sent  by  Mrs.  Mary  Hunter  to 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Susan  Cuthbert,  a few  days  after  the  events  de- 
scribed. The  sisters  were  daughters  of  Richard  and  Annis  (Boudi- 
not)  Stockton.  Their  father,  their  uncle,  Elias  Boudinot,  and  their 
brother-in-law,  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  were  all  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  and  distinguished  supporters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  The  writer’s  husband,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Andrew 
Hunter,  served  as  chaplain  in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  and  during 
the  War  of  1812  was  chaplain  in  the  United  States  Navy,  stationed 
at  the  Navy  Yard  in  Washington.  In  view  of  the  intense  and  active 
patriotism  of  the  entire  family,  and  the  damage  wrought  by  the 
Hessians  at  their  Princeton,  N.  J.,  estate,  “Morven”,  in  1776*  this 
letter  is  remarkable  for  its  lack  of  prejudice  against  the  British. 

The  manuscript  was  presented  to  the  New  York  Historical  Society 
on  September  9,  1817,  by  its  recording  secretary,  John  Pintard, 
Founder  of  the  Society. 


From  Mary  (Stockton)  Hunter  to  Susan  (Stockton)  Cuthbert 

Washington  City  Aug.  30th,  1814 

My  dear  Sister, 

You  will  doubtless  wish  to  hear  how  we  have  passed  through  the 
perils  to  which  we  have  been  lately  exposed  by  an  invading  foe, 
whether  our  lives  have  been  spared  or  our  habitations  have  escaped 
the  devouring  flames.  With  respect  to  both  these  events  we  have 
been  highly  favoured.  We  are  all  in  good  health  and  our  house 
unmolested.  But  our  fears  and  troubles  for  some  time  past  have 
been  almost  beyond  description.  The  British  army  commanded  by 
Genii  Ross,  and  the  seamen  by  Admll  Cockburn  had  been  advanc- 
ing upon  us  for  more  than  two  weeks,  and  as  we  supposed  were  not 
likely  to  be  stopped  or  prevented  from  ravaging  our  city,  and  de- 
stroying our  property  to  the  extent  of  their  wishes.  To  crown  this 
scene  of  affliction  on  Wednesday  last  the  24th  of  the  month  we 


80 


QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 


81 


heard  in  the  morning  that  the  enemy  were  on  their  march  near 
Bladensburgh  and  that  our  militia  were  on  their  way  to  meet  them. 
My  husband  and  myself  concluded  that  it  would  be  prudent  to 
take  our  children  and  servants  out  of  the  way  and  place  them  a 
few  miles  off  till  the  storm  should  be  ended.  I myself  concluded  to 
stay  in  our  house  with  our  house-keeper  and  one  black  servant, 
and  my  husband  took  away  the  children  and  other  servants.  About 
the  middle  of  the  day  we  heard  a severe  cannonading  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Bladensburgh  and  some  hours  after  we  saw  our  men  running 
in  great  numbers  in  a disorderly  manner.  And  in  the  evening,  per- 
haps at  sunsetting,  I will  leave  you  to  conjecture  what  our  feelings 
must  have  been  when  we  saw  the  British  flag  flying  on  Capitol- 
Hill,  and  the  rockets  brandished  for  the  destruction  of  our  Capitol 
and  for  what  other  property  we  knew  not. 

In  a few  minutes  a grum  looking  officer  rode  up  to  our  door  and 
ask[ed]  me  where  my  husband  was.  I informed  him  he  was  not  at 
home.  He  asked  me  when  he  went  abroad.  I told  him  this  morn- 
ing. What  induced  him,  he  said,  to  go  abroad  just  at  this  time. 
I then  looked  him  fully  in  the  face  and  very  deliberately  told  him 
that  my  husband  was  gone  to  take  a family  of  young  children  from 
witnessing  such  a horrid  scene.  He  asked  when  my  husband  was 
expected  home.  I told  him  that  I had  expected  him  this  evening; 
but  that  under  existing  circumstances  I hardly  thought  he  would 
be  home.  This  put  a stop  to  all  further  interrogatories.  I then 
asked  him  to  go  to  the  sideboard  and  help  himself  to  any  refresh- 
ments that  were  agreeable  to  him.  And  while  he  was  regaling 
himself  I asked  in  my  turn  what  they  were  going  to  do;  whether  to 
burn  the  City  generally,  or  confine  themselves  to  the  public  build- 
ings? He  said  that  would  depend  on  circumstances.  Where  no 
resistance  was  made  private  property  would  be  safe;  especially  to 
those  who  remained  in  their  houses.  But  that  every  house  where 
resistance  was  made  or  in  which  arms  should  be  found  would  be 
fired.  He  then  told  us  that  Genii  Ross’s  horse  had  been  shot  under 
him  from  Galatin’s  house  and  that  it  was  burnt.  After  graciously 
assuring  us  that  we  need  be  under  no  apprehensions  that  their 
troops  were  under  the  strictest  discipline— that  none  dared  to  come 
into  our  houses  without  permission.  Soon  after  I went  across  the 
street  to  a neighbour’s  house  from  whence  I could  have  a better 
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view  of  the  Capitol.  At  this  house  a number  of  the  officers  were 
taking  some  refreshment,  and  seeing  us  alarmed  they  said  every- 
thing that  could  be  said  to  quiet  us.  I told  them  I had  seen  many 
B.  officers  who  were  gentlemen,  and  that  I could  not  bring  myself 
to  be  afraid.  I mentioned  that  a quantity  of  powder  had  been 
deposited  in  the  Capitol  and  that  I was  apprehensive  when  the  fire 
reached  it,  it  might  injure  the  inhabitants — they  said  it  would  be 
immediately  removed,  and  that  the  Capitol  would  not  be  blown 
up.  They  talked  of  burning  the  Washington  Bank,  but  were  in- 
formed that  it  was  private  property  and  that  it  must  destroy  a 
great  deal  of  individual  property  if  it  should  be  burnt — under  these 
considerations  they  spared  it.  They  mentioned  that  it  was  a pain- 
ful service  to  them — that  they  were  disposed  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  mitigate  the  distress  of  the  citizens  against  whom  they  had  no 
enmity.  That  their  war  was  with  the  government  and  not  with 
the  people.  All  this  relieved  our  fears  concerning  the  city  and 
ourselves.  But  a most  awful  scene  was  yet  to  follow.  Our  important 
Navy-Yard  was  yet  to  be  destroyed  by  our  own  hands  the  most 
suicidal  act  ever  committed.  No  pen  can  describe  the  apalling 
sound  that  our  ears  heard,  and  the  sight  that  our  eyes  saw.  We 
could  see  everything  from  the  upper  part  of  our  house  as  plainly 
as  if  we  had  been  in  the  Yard.  All  the  vessels  of  war  on  fire  the 
immense  quantity  of  dry  timber,  together  with  the  houses  and 
stores  m flames  produced  an  almost  meridian  brightness.  You 
never  saw  a drawing  room  so  brilliantly  lighted  as  the  whole  city 
was  that  night.  Few  thought  of  going  to  bed — they  spent  the 
night  in  gazing  on  the  fires,  and  lamenting  the  disgrace  of  the  city. 
The  british  never  went  near  the  navy-yard  till  next  morning.  On 
the  morning  of  the  25th  we  were  introduced  to  a number  of  officers 
among  whom  was  Admiral  Cockburn  who  said  he  admired  the 
American  Ladies — they  made  excellent  wives  and  good  mothers; 
but  they  were  very  much  prejudiced  against  him — -that  his  friend 
Jo.  Gales*  had  told  so  many  lies  about  him  that  he  was  afraid  he 
should  never  be  a favorite.  But  he  said  he  had  paid  him  by  scat- 
tering his  types — that  he  had  left  a line  to  desire  him  to  publish  it 
in  his  next  paper.  He  inquired  of  me  and  all  the  ladies  present  in 
a very  particular  manner  if  they  had  sustained  any  injury  if  any 

“Joseph  Gales,  Jr.  (1786-1860),  a native  of  England,  was  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Washington  National  Intelligencer , which  strongly  advocated  the  war  of  1812. 
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of  the  soldiers  had  come  into  our  houses,  or  taken  any  thing  from 
us.  He  intreated  us  if  any  thing  of  that  nature  occurred  that  we 
would  immediately  complain,  and  they  should  be  punished.  I 
began  to  think  ourselves  happy,  when  a most  alarming  storm  of 
wind  and  rain  came  on  which  blew  down  and  unroofed  many  houses. 
This  storm  we  believe  hurried  the  army  off.  They  were  in  danger 
of  being  separated  from  their  shipping. 

Yours  affectionately 
M.  H. 


NECROLOGY 

Adam  W.  S.  Cochrane,  a life  member  since  1906,  died  July  4, 
1924,  in  the  58th  year  of  his  age. 

Grace  Schuyler  de  Luze,  a life  member  since  1923,  died  August 
8,  1924. 

Mrs.  James  Herman  Aldrich,  a life  member  since  1902,  died 
August  10,  1924. 

John  McKesson,  Jr.,  a life  member  since  1857,  died  September 
5,  1924,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 

Professor  Allen  Marquand,  a life  member  since  1886,  died 
September  24,  1924,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 


LECTURES 

November  n,  1924 — “The  Longest  Trail.”  An  11,000  mile  automo- 
bile cycle  of  the  United  States.  By  Mrs.  Alice  Howland  Mac- 
omber.  With  stereopticon  illustrations. 

December  2,  1924 — “Chile  and  Explorations  in  the  Cold  Land  of 
Fire.”  By  Charles  Wellington  Furlong.  With  stereopticon  illus- 
trations. 

January  6,  1925 — “Adolph  Ulrich  Wertmuller:  the  Artist  of  Sweden, 
France  and  America.”  By  F.  H.  Shelton.  With  stereopticon 
illustrations. 
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COLONIAL  COMMISSIONS 
1680-  1772 
IV 

1706- Oct.  14.  Robert  Barton  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Westchester. 

Oct.  14.  Hugh  Gray  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Suffolk. 

Oct.  14.  Commission  to  Wm.  Peartree  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
Market  in  New  York. 

Nov.  18.  John  Collins  to  be  Lieut,  in  Capt.  Ingoldes- 

by’s  company  of  Fuzileers,  vice  Gwyn. 

1707- March  24.  Commission  to  Thos.  Higbee  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 

County  of  Suffolk. 

March  24.  Joseph  Fordham  to  be  Judge  of  the  Com- 

mon Pleas  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Oct.  14.  Ebenezer  Wilson  to  be  Mayor  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  Wm.  Anderson  to  be  Sheriff  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  Evert  Bancker  to  be  Mayor  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  — Henry  Holland  to  be  Sheriff  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  Roger  Barton  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Westchester. 

Oct.  14.  Jeremiah  Canniff  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Orange. 

Oct.  14.  Thomas  Noxon  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  Counties 

of  Ulster  and  Dutchess. 

Oct.  14.  Richard  Stilwill  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Kings. 

Oct.  14.  Thomas  Willett  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Queens. 

Oct.  14.  — Lambert  Garritson  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Richmond. 

Oct.  16.  — — - the  Peace  for  the  County  of  New  York. 

Oct.  16.  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Orange. 

Oct.  14.  John  Clapp  to  be  Clerk  of  the  County  of 

Westchester. 
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1708-April  I.  Commission  of  Alex.  Stuart  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
County  of  Richmond. 

July  12.  Warrant  of  Lord  Cornbury  to  commission  Jno. 
Rayner  to  be  Attorney  General  of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  vice  Broughton. 

July  17.  Commission  of  Henry  Holland  to  be  gunner  to  her 
Majesty’s  fort  at  Albany. 

Sept.  22.  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Queens. 

Sept.  23.  Thos.  Willett  and  Jno.  Jackson  to  be  Judges 

of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Queens. 

Oct.  14.  Ebenezer  Wilson  to  be  Mayor  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  Wm.  Anderson  to  be  Sheriff  of  New  York. 

Oct.  14.  Evert  Bancker  to  be  Mayor  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  Henry  Holland  to  be  Sheriff  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  Rich.  Ffloyd  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Suffolk. 

Oct.  14.  Corn’s.  Willett  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Queens. 

Oct.  I4.  Corn’s.  Cooper  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Orange. 

Oct.  I4.  — — Thos.  Noxon  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  Counties  of 

Ulster  and  Dutchess. 

Oct.  14.  Rich.  Stillwell  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Kings. 

Roger  Barton  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 


Westchester. 


Oct.  14. 


Lambert  Garretson  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 


County  of  Richmond. 

1709-March  24.  Commission  of  John  Rayner  to  be  Attorney 
General  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

April  25.  David  Lyell  to  be  Sealer  of  Weights  and 


Measures. 
April  25. 


Wm.  Bradford  to  be  Queen’s  Printer  for  the 

Province  of  New  York. 

May  . Francis  Nicholson  to  be  Commander  in  Chief 

of  all  the  Forces  to  be  sent  against  Canada. 

May  23.  Peter  Schuyler  to  be  Commander  of  the 

Indian  Forces  in  the  expedition  against  Canada. 
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1709—  July  6.  Pardon  of  Margaret  Smith,  a convict  under  sentence 

of  Death. 

July  7.  Commission  of  May  Bickley  to  execute  the  office  of 
Attorney  General  during  the  absence  of  John  Rayner  from 
the  Province. 

Chas.  Huddv  to  be  3d  Lieut,  of  Fuzileers,  vice 
Mathew  Shanck,  deceased. 

Oct.  14.  Wm.  Creed  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Queens. 

— — Rich.  Stilwell  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  Co.  of  Kings. 

Oct.  14.  Henry  Holland  to  be  Sheriff  of  Albany. 

Oct.  14.  — Johannes  Hardenbergh  to  be  Sheriff  of  the 

Counties  of  Dutchess  and  Ulster. 

Oct.  14.  Cornelius  Herring  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County 

of  Orange. 

Oct.  31.  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Queens. 

Nov.  7.  Robert  Livingston  to  be  Recorder  of  Albany. 

Nov.  7.  — — John  Abeel  to  be  Mayor  of  Albany. 

Nov.  11.  John  Tathan  to  be  third  Lieut,  of  Fuzileers. 

Nov.  15.  License  to  Henry  Wileman  to  be  Attorney  at  Law. 

1710- Feb.  14.  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

March  16.  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Westchester. 

March  16.  to  Caleb  Heathcote  and  John  Drake  to  be 

Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of 
Westchester. 

March  18. Andrew  Gibb  to  be  Clerk  of  the  County  of 

Suffolk. 

March  20.  of  Oyer  & Terminer  for  the  County  of 

Albany. 

April  27.  to  Kiliaen  Van  Renselaer,  John  Abeel,  Evert 

Banker,  Hendrik  Hansen,  Joannes  Cuyler,  John  Schuyler, 
Myndert  Schuyler,  Peter  Van  Brugh  and  Joannes  Rose- 
boom  to  be  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs. 

May  6.  John  Everett  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Queens. 

Oct.  26.  of  General  Jail  Delivery  for  the  County  of 

Queens. 


Sept.  17J 
Oct.  12.J 
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1 71  i-Nov.  8.  License  to  Robert  Livingston  to  be  Attorney  at  Law. 
Feb.  19.  Commission  to  Archd.  Kennedy  to  be  Lieut,  of 
Fuzileers,  vice  Philip  Rokeby,  deceased. 

March  1.  John  Scott  to  be  Lieut,  of  Fuzileers,  vice 

Congreve,  resigned. 

Oct.  10.  License  to  Vernon  to  be  Attorney  at  Law. 


1712-June  5.  Commission  to  Aug:  Graham  to  be  Escheator 
General. 

June  10.  Reprieve  of  Sundry  Negroes  convicted  of  murder. 

June  10.  Commission  of  David  Jamison  to  be  Recorder  of 
the  City  of  New  York. 

June  10.  David  Jamison  to  execute  the  Office  of  At- 

torney General  during  the  non-residence  of  John  Rayner. 

June  10.  Reprieve  of  a Negro  woman  convicted  of  murder. 

l7I3_Sept.  10.  Commission  of  John  Warren  to  be  Lieut,  in  the 
2d  regt.  or  Coldstream  Guards. 

Oct.  13.  Pardon  of  Joseph  Berry  and  James  Mark  convicted 
of  counterfeiting  Bills  of  Credit. 

Oct.  29.  Commission  of  John  Michael  Spurting  to  be  Clerk 
of  the  County  of  Kings. 

jy^-June  29*  Commission  of  Richard  Riggs  to  be  Lieut,  to  Capt. 
Weems  Company  of  foot. 

July  23.  Peter  Schuyler,  Kiliaen  Van  Renselaer,  Peter 

Mathews,  Hendrik  Hansen,  John  Schuyler,  Myndert 
Schuyler,  Robert  Livingston  Jun.,  John  Cuyler  and 
Peter  Van  Brugh  to  be  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs. 


1718-May  15.  Commission  to  Cadwallader  Colden  to  be  Master 
of  the  Weigh  House  of  the  Port  of  New  York. 

May  2I  John  Somerfield  to  be  Surgeon  of  the  forces  at 


Albany. 
July  1 


^ _ Lewis  Morris  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Prov- 

ince of  New  York,  vice  Mompesson. 

July  10.  Pardon  of  Jonas  Peterse,  convicted  of  Burglary. 
Oct.  23.  Commission  of  Robert  Walter  to  be  Second  Justice 

of  the  Supreme  Court.  f 

Oct.  23.  Isaac  Hicks  to  be  Ranger  of  the  island  o 

Nassau. 
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Plate  I.— THE  BURIAL  OF  GENERAL  FRASER. 


BELT  PLATES  AND  BADGES 
OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMY  IN  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 

By  William  L.  Calver 

Chairman,  Field  Exploration  Committee 

Conspicuous  among  the  objects  of  a personal  character  recov- 
ered from  the  British  camps  of  the  War  of  Independence  are  the 
belt-plates  of  the  officers  and  rank  and  file  of  the  Army,  and  the 
badges  from  the  accoutrements  of  the  men.  These  mementoes 
rival  in  interest  the  regimental  buttons  formerly  described  by  us. 
It  is  not  their  greater  bulk  alone  that  appeals  to  our  fancy.  The 
richer  glamour  that  pervades  them  is  probably  attributable  to  their 
prominence  upon  the  equipments  of  the  soldiery,  and  the  extreme 
rarity  of  specimens  of  the  class  to  which  they  belong. 

Whoever  makes  a study,  at  this  late  day,  of  the  details  of  the 
uniforms  of  our  Revolutionary  War  period  will  be  dismayed  at  the 
lack  of  information  regarding  the  metallic  objects  upon  the  sol- 
dier’s outfits.  Contemporary  art  will  assist  him  but  little;  and, 
other  than  the  regimental  buttons,  a dearth  of  actual  specimens 
will  reward  his  search  through  public  and  private  collections. 

The  small  accumulation  of  belt-plates  and  badges  possessed  by 
our  Society  probably  represents  the  bulk  of  the  specimens  extant 
today.  Whoever  essays  to  treat  of  the  objects  to  which  we  refer 
must  speak  with  extreme  reserve;  and  the  artist  who  would  portray 
the  different  units  of  the  Army  in  the  Revolution  must,  in  the 
absence  of  regulations  bearing  upon  the  matter,  be  cautious  in 
assigning  the  belt-plates,  or  their  equivalent,  the  buckles,  to  their 
proper  position  upon  the  uniforms  of  officers  and  men. 

As  will  be  seen  later  on  we  are  secure  in  our  disposition  of  cer- 
tain badges;  but  a provoking  gloom  obscures  the  exact  distribution 
of  the  buckles  and  belt-plates  given  up  by  the  camps.  In  regard 
to  our  specimens  we  are  sure  of  their  date.  Of  a few  we  have  pre- 
cise knowledge  as  to  their  position  upon  the  soldier’s  equipment; 
but  it  is  not  clear  at  all,  as  yet,  whether  other  specimens  pertain 
to  the  officers  or  the  rank  and  file;  nor  upon  what  part  of  their 
possessor’s  person  they  were  worn. 
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The  belt-plates  were  either  oval  or  quadrangular.  Most  speci- 
mens were  probably  of  the  latter  type.  It  has  been  assumed  by 
some  that  certain  inscribed  quadrangular  plates  found  were  worn 
by  the  rank  and  file  of  the  regiments  indicated  by  the  markings 


Plate  II.— SILVER  SWORD  SHOULDER-BELT  PLATE  OF 
LIEUT.  JAMES  EDWARDS,  OF  THE  28TH  REGIMENT. 
Found  at  Arden  Street,  near  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


upon  the  plates,  and  that  the  plates  were  attached  to  the  men’s 
waist-belts.  It  is  believed  now  that,  as  a rule,  the  men  had  only 
a brass  buckle  upon  their  waist-belts,  and  that  the  bronze  square, 
or  oblong,  plates  were  attached  to  the  uppermost  of  the  soldier  s 
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cross-belts.  That  the  reader  may  get  our  drift  in  this  matter,  and 
not  to  enlarge  on  the  rarity  of  authentic  details  of  equipment  in 
Revolutionary  days,  we  reproduce  with  this  paper  what  is  con- 
ceded to  be  one  of  the  most  carefully  executed  military  pictures 
of  the  period.  We  refer  to  Graham’s  picture  “ l he  Burial  of  Gen- 
eral Fraser.”  The  scene  portrayed  occurred  with  Burgoyne’s  army 
the  day  after  the  battle  of  Saratoga,  October  8th,  1 777-  One  of 
the  figures  shown  in  this  plate  is  that  of  Lord  Petersham  in  his 
uniform  as  captain  of  the  grenadier  Company  of  the  29th  Regi- 
ment.  It  will  be  noted  that  about  this  officer  s waist,  and  beneath 
the  coat,  is  the  crimson  sash;  while  slung  over  the  right  shoulder 
is  the  sword-belt.  Joining  the  two  ends  of  the  belt  at  the  chest  is 
an  oval  belt-plate  with  an  insignia  upon  it.  The  plate  was,  of 
course,  of  a silver  color  to  match  the  other  appointments  of  the 
uniform.  As  stated,  the  plates  were  sometimes  quadrangular,  and 
it  has  been  the  good  fortune  of  the  writer  to  secure  an  elegant 
specimen  of  an  officer’s  sword  shoulder-belt-plate  of  this  type. 
The  plate  in  question  was  found  at  the  opening  of  Arden  Street 
near  Broadway  in  Northern  Manhattan  and  upon  the  site  of  the 
Hessian  “Body  Regiment”  camp.  In  the  estimation  of  the  plate 
collector  this  specimen  represents  the  “Ultima  Thule  of  such  a 
quest.  It  is  unique  in  several  ways.  It  is  in  perfect  condition. 
It  is  of  solid  silver,  carefully  engraved;  and  bears  besides  some 
simple  decorations  the  royal  cypher  “G.  R.,”  and  the  inscription 
“XXVIII  Reg’t.”  Moreover  lightly  scratched  upon  the  back  in 
large  letters  are  the  initials  “J.  E.,”  which,  without  a doubt,  are 
for  “James  Edwards,”  a lieutenant  of  the  28th  Regiment.  Edwards 
commission  dated  August  23rd,  1775.  He  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Brandywine  in  1777,  and  disappeared  from  the  army 
in  1779.  The  28th  Regiment  embarked  at  Staten  Island  for 
Barbadoes,  November  4,  1778. 

Of  the  oval  type  of  sword-belt  plate  of  the  Regular  Army  we 
possess  no  specimen;  but  we  are  able  to  figure  here  a plate  of  this 
kind  of  the  17th  Regiment  of  foot  which  was  found  in  New  York, 
and  was  described  in  the  Magazine  of  American  History  about 
forty-five  years  ago.  We  are  able  to  figure  also  a similar  plate  of 
Butler’s  Rangers — a Loyalist  corps,  the  perpetrators  of  many 
excesses  in  Northern  New  York.  The  Rangers  plate  here  shown 
is  that  of  Captain  Barrent  Frey,  who  served  with  Butler’s  corps. 


Plate  III— SWORD-BELT  PLATE  OF  THE  17TH 
REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Found  in  New  York  City. 


Plate  IV.— SWORD  SHOULDER-BELT  PLATE  OF 
CAPT.  BARRENT  FREY,  OF  BUTLER’S 
RANGERS,  A LOYALIST  CORPS 
IN  THE  REVOLUTION. 


About  here  we  may  be  permitted  to  display  two  views  repre- 
senting the  face,  and  the  back,  of  a square  belt-plate  of  the  both 
British  Regiment,  known  as  the  “ Royal  Americans.  This  plate 
was  found  on  Wolfe’s  Island,  in  the  St.  Lawrence  River.  We  can- 
not say  that  this  plate  goes  back  to  the  Revolution,  although  the 
regiment  had  some  service  in  the  war. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  plate  is  of  the  ist  Bat- 
talion of  the  regiment.  The  ist  Battalion  of  the  6oth  was  at  Niag- 
ara from  1788  to  1790,  and  at  Montreal  from  1791  to  1797,  and 
was  then  drafted  into  the  2nd  Battalion  at  Quebec.  We  introduce 
these  views  of  the  60th  plate  as  representative  of  the  sword-shoulder- 
belt  plates  of  the  day,  and  to  mark  the  distinction  between  what 
we  believe  to  be  the  sword-shoulder-belt  plates  of  the  officers, ^and 
the  cross-belt  plates  of  the  men.  Mark  the  hook,  or  spike,  at 
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the  top  of  the  plate  which  engaged  with  the  upper  portion  of  the 
belt,  and  the  two  studs  provided  for  attaching  to  the  lower  part. 
The  plate  was  so  constructed  that  it  might  be  removed  from  the 
sword-belt  for  cleaning  without  soiling  the  belt  itself. 

A class  of  belt-plates,  universally  of  bronze,  and  differing  upon 
their  backs  from  the  plates  described  above,  are  those  having  a 
hook  at  the  left,  or  upper  end,  and  a double  washer-plate  and  two 
rivets  at  the  opposite  end.  By  means  of  the  rivets  and  double 
washer,  or  “burr,”  the  plates  were  fastened  to  the  leathern  belts. 
If  we  suppose  then  that  the  right  cross-belt,  that  supporting  the 
bayonet,  was  uppermost  the  belt-plates  would,  in  all  cases,  be  in 
position  to  be  easily  read. 

We  show  here  the  20th  Regiment  belt-plate  as  being  represent- 
ative of  its  class.  The  plate  was  found  at  Saratoga,  and  conse- 
quently certainly  dates  1777. 

The  Cold  Stream  Guard  plate  here  shown  was  found  at  Fort 
Tryon,  an  outwork  of  Fort  Washington,  in  New  York  City. 
While  both  the  hook  and  double  washer  are  missing  from  this  speci- 


Plate  v—  SWORD  SHOULDER-BELT  PLATE  OF  THE  1ST  BATTALION,  “ROYAL  AMERICANS. 

Found  on  Wolfe’s  Island. 
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men  their  original  presence  on  the  back  of  the  plate  is  indicated 
by  evidence  plainly  discernible  upon  the  plate.  The  plate  is  unique 
in  its  class  in  being  of  open  work. 


Plate  VI.— CROSS-BELT  PLATE  OF  THE  20TH  REGIMENT. 


Found  at  Saratoga,  a relic  of  Burgoyne’s  Army. 


The  plate  inscribed  “G.  R.”  may  be  of  the  Guards,  or  it  may  be 
a stock  plate  serviceable  for  any  corps  not  having  a distinctive 
cross-belt  plate  of  its  own.  This  specimen  was  found  in  one  of  the 
refuse  pits  of  the  camp  adjacent  to  the  British  fort  at  Richmond, 


97 


quarterly  bulletin 

Staten  Island.  From  the  same  camp  came  the  37th  Regiment 
plate.  From  the  37th  plate  the  double  washer  is  missing,  but  the 


Plate  VII.— BELT-PLATE  OF  THE  COLD  STREAM  GUARDS. 
Found  at  Fort  Tryon,  New  York  City. 


Plate  VIII— BELT-PLATE  WITH  ROYAL  CYPHER  “G.  R.” 

Found  at  the  British  Fort  at  Richmond,  Staten  Island. 

rivet  holes  are  in  evidence.  One  of  General  W ashington  s spies 
reported  the  37th  Regiment  as  booked  for  duty  at  Richmond  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1778-79. 
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To  the  same  class  of  belt-plates  belong  those  of  the  “ Royal 
Fusiliers”  and  the  38th  Regiment,  both  of  which  were  found  at 


Plate  IX.— BELT-PLATE  OF  THE  37TH  REGIMENT 
Found  at  the  British  Fort  at  Richmond,  Staten  Island. 


Plate  X.— BELT-PLATE  OF  THE  “ROYAL  FUSILIERS”— 
THE  7TH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Found  at  Fort  Washington,  New  York  City. 


Fort  Washington  in  New  York  City.  The  “Royal  Fusiliers”  speci- 
men is  shown  on  Plate  X.  The  38th  appears  on  Plate  XI 
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Several  perfectly  plain  belt  plates  of  the  type  just  described  have 
been  recovered  from  British  camps  in  New  York  City. 


Plate  XI.— BELT-PLATE  OF  THE  38TH  REGIMENT. 
Found  at  Fort  Washington,  New  York  City. 


Plate  XII.— ORNAMENTAL  BRONZE  TIP  OF  HIGHLAND 
OFFICER’S  SWORD  BELT. 

Found  at  Fort  George  Camp,  193d  Street  and  Audubon  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 


Reverting  to  the  sword  shoulder-belt-plates  of  the  officers,  these, 
according  to  Mr.  Milne,  came  in  from  1774  to  1776.  Mr.  Milne, 
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in  a letter  to  the  writer  said:  “ Mostly  before  1774  a small  gilt,  or 
silver  buckle  was  generally  used  upon  the  belts,  as  the  belt  was 
worn  at  that  time  say  1774,  underneath  the  coat,  very  little  of  the 
centre  of  the  belt  was  seen;  but  about  1776  they  became  worn 
outside  the  coat,  consequently  something  more  ornamental  than 
the  plain  buckle  especially  bearing  the  regimental  number,  or  badge, 
was  introduced.” 

Sometimes  the  belts  were  tipped  with  a metallic  ornament. 


Plate  XIII.— MEN’S  WAIST-BELT  BUCKLES. 
Found  in  British  Camps  in  New  York  City. 


One  such  tip,  from  a Highland  officer’s  sword-belt,  is  shown  on 
Plate  XIL 

The  waist-belt  buckles  shown  on  certain  views  of  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  army  are,  doubtless,  represented  by  the  plain,  oblong 
loops  we  find  having  a vertical  crossbar  and  an  iron,  or  brass, 
tongue.  See  Plate  XIII. 

Related  to  the  belt-plates  are  the  crown  badges  found  in  the 
several  British  Camps.  These  badges  puzzle  us  less  than  the  belt- 
plates,  for  with  a certainty  we  ascribe  them  to  the  cartridge  boxes, 
or  “ball  pouches,”  of  the  men.  The  most  elaborate  specimen  of 
the  crown  badges  with  which  we  are  familiar  is  one  having  the 
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Owned  by  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society. 
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Plate  XVI.— CARTRIDGE-BOX  BADGE.  Plate  XVII.— BADGE  OF  BUTLER’S  RANGERS. 

Found  at  the  British  Fort  at  Richmond,  Staten  Island.  Found  on  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

crown  above  the  garter  with  the  motto:  “Honi  soit  qui  mal  y 
pense.”  Within  the  loop  of  the  garter  is  the  royal  cypher  in 
reverse.  Superimposed  upon  the  cypher  are  three  Ps — indicative 
of  the  third  George.  This  badge,  which  is  in  the  collections  of  the 
Long  Island  Historical  Society  is,  we  would  say,  of  the  1st  Foot 
Guards. 

The  Camp  at  Prescott  and  Seaman  Avenues  yielded  two  very 
fine  crown  badges,  as  shown  on  Plate  XV.  We  presume  these 
were  from  accoutrements  of  one  of  the  three  regiments  of  Foot 
Guards  present  in  the  locality. 

From  the  ditch,  or  moat,  of  the  British  fort  at  Richmond  we 
obtained  the  small  “G.  R.”  badge  shown  on  Plate  XVI.  Within 
a few  inches  of  this  specimen  we  found  a pewter  button  of  the 
Cold  Stream  Guards.  Similar  in  design,  but  of  slightly  greater 
proportions,  are  the  badges  of  Butler’s  Rangers.  Plate  XVII. 
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Positive  in  character  are  the  crown  badges  of  the  15th  and 
4.5th  Regiments  shown  on  Plates  XVIII  and  XIX,  respectively. 
The  former  of  these  was  found  at  White  Plains,  N.  Y„  and  is, 


Plate  XVIII. — CARTRIDGE-BOX  BADGE  OF  THE  1STH  REGIMENT. 
Found  at  White  Plains,  N.  Y. 


apparently, rthe"only  known  relic  of  the  battle  at  that  place.  The 
45th  badge  was  found  at  Fort  George,  at  i92d  Street  and  Audubon 

Avenue,  New  York.  . c <.  a l,,o-c 

The  crown  badges  were  provided  with  three  perforated  lug 

upon  their  backs  by  means  of  which  they  were  attached,  by  aid  ot 
crosspins,  to  the  flap  of  the  cartridge  boxes.  To  set  off  the  dim  lustre 
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of  the  bronze  badges  they  were  backed  up  with  a bit  of  red  cloth 
which  showed  through  the  open  work  of  the  metal  casting.  Upon 
one  of  the  “G.  R.”  badges,  which  we  recovered  from  a dug-out 


Plate  XIX.— CARTRIDGE-BOX  BADGE  OF  THE  45TH  REGIMENT. 

Found  at  Fort  George,  i92d  Street  and  Audubon  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

hut  at  Prescott  Avenue,  we  found  a wad  of  cloth  which,  of  course, 
we  have  carefully  preserved. 

Made  for  attachment  to  leather,  but  probably  not  to  be  classi- 
fied with  the  cartridge-box  badges,  are  the  oval  plates  bearing  the 
royal  cypher  “G.  R.”  See  Plate  XX.  Several  of  these  badges 


Plate  XX— BADGE  WITH  ROYAL  CYPHER  “G.  R.” 
Found  along  the  route  of  Burgoyne’s  Army,  Lake  Champlain. 


Plate  XXI— CROWN  BADGE,  ROYAL  ARTILLERY. 
Found  at  Fort  Washington,  183rd  Street,  New  York  City. 


Plate  XXII— BONNET  BADGE  OF  THE 
7 1ST  HIGHLANDERS. 

Found  in  the  British  Camp  at  Prescott  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 
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have  been  found  in  the  Lake  Champlain  district.  They  are  prob- 
ably relics  of  Burgoyne’s  army. 

Although  fragmentary  there  is  a positiveness  to  the  badge  of 
the  Royal  Artillery  shown  on  Plate  XXL  This  badge,  which  was 
found  at  Fort  Washington,  has  suffered  from  contact  with  fire. 
The  upper  portion  of  the  crown  is  missing,  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  royal  emblem  was  identical  with  those  shown  on 
the  other  badges  of  its  class,  and  as  we  have  restored  it  asjhown  on 
Plate  XXL  It  is  altogether  probable  that  the  numeral  “4”  uPon 


Plate  XXm.— SWORD-BELT  CLASP. 
Found  at  Fort  George,  New  Aork  City. 


this  badge  was  followed  by  the  abbreviation  “Bn,”  to  designate 

the  4th  Battalion.  . 

Rarely  do  we  see  displayed  so  many  features  grouped  within 
so  contracted  a space  as  are  shown  upon  the  badges  of  the  7Ist 
Highlanders.  See  Plate  XXII.  Our  Society  possesses  two  badges 
of  the  71st:  one  was  found  by  the  writer  in  the  British  Camp  at 
Seaman  Avenue;  the  other  was  found  at  Bloomingdale  about 
three-quarters  of  a century  ago.  The  features  shown  upon  these 
badges  are  the  crown;  the  regimental  number;  two  roses;  a thistle 
bloom;  and  the  motto  of  the  Order  of  the  Thistle.  Indicated 
also  is  the  Scottish  emblem — the  St.  Andrew  s cross.  All  of  these 
are  familiar  to  our  sight;  but  the  unique  feature  of  those  displayed 
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is  the  encircling  motto  of  the  regiment  “Quicquid  aut  facere  aut 
pati.”  The  translation  suggested  is:  “Whatever  is  to  be  performed 
or  endured.”  These  badges  were  worn  by  the  men  of  the  71st  upon 
their  Highland  bonnets. 

The  well  executed  bronze  specimen  shown  on  Plate  XXIII  is 
doubtless  a sword-belt  clasp.  The  pewter  object  shown  on  Plate 
XXIV  is  somewhat  of  a puzzle,  but  was  apparently  attached  to 


Plate  XXIV.— PEWTER  ORNAMENT. 
Found  at  Fort  George,  New  York  City. 


Plate  XXV— GRENADE  OR- 
NAMENT FROM  GRENA- 
DIER’S CROSS-BELT. 

Found  in  Pelham  Bay  Park,  near 
Split  Rock,  New  York. 


some  leathern  portion  of  an  equipment.  Both  of  these  mementoes 
were  found  within  the  Fort  George  camp  at  iqad  Street,  New  York. 

The  small  grenade  shown  on  Plate  XXV  was  found  in  company 
with  a button  of  the  3rd  Guards,  on  the  site  of  an  i8th  Century 
dwelling  at  “Split  Rock,”  near  East  Chester,  and  within  Pelham 
Bay  Park.  It  is  doubtless  a relic  of  the  battle  of  Pell  s Point.  Ut 
this  object  Mr.  P.  W.  Reynolds  says:  “It  is  quite  likely  an  orna- 
ment  on  a grenadier’s  accoutrements.  The  Cold  Stream  Guards 
pouch-belt  (called  1788),  in  the  Berlin  Zenghaus  has  two  grenades 
about  that  size  on  the  back  part  of  the  belt  with  the  coiled  match 
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between  them.  A similar  belt  is  shown  on  the  soldier  in  Graham’s 
picture.”  See  Plate  I. 

Many  speculations  might  be  indulged  in  regarding  the  classes 
of  objects  which  we  have  described.  We  have  said  that  it  behooves 
one  to  speak  reservedly  in  treating  of  them.  One  thing  is  quite 
certain,  our  exhibit  is  first  hand  material;  and  the  period  to  which 
the  specimens  pertain  is  definite.  We  do  not  wish  to  convey  the 
idea  that  because  certain  regiments  had  badges  upon  their  pouches 
that  all  corps  were  so  equipped.  A correspondent  advises  us  that 
he  has  seen  two  cartridge  boxes  of  the  50th  foot  with  the  crown- 
badge.  These  boxes  dated  just  previous  to  the  Revolution.  For 
further  evidence  of  the  crown  badge  upon  the  pouch  we  refer  the 
reader  to  Morland’s  picture  the  “Recruit-deserted,”  a colored  mezzo- 
tint of  which  was  published  in  1791.  Note  also  the  badge  upon 
the  soldier’s  pouch  in  Graham’s  “Burial  of  General  Fraser.”  Plate  I. 

In  regard  to  badges  upon  the  cartridge  boxes  Mr.  LefFerts  said: 
“Some  of  the  regiments  were  more  careful  in  their  equipment  than 
others,  as  there  were  no  regulations  covering  those  ornaments;  and 
I believe  that  few  of  them  had  more  than  the  plain  black  leather 
pouches.  I have  seen  two  of  them,  one  of  the  23rd,  and  one  of  the 
38th  regiment,  both  were  plain.” 

Among  collectors  and  artists  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  there 
is  a keen  interest  today  in  all  details  relating  to  the  equipment  of 
the  British  soldiery  of  the  period  just  succeeding  the  adoption  of 
the  new  regulations  of  1768.  The  matter  of  the  garments  them- 
selves has  been  pretty  well  threshed  out.  The  cut,  the  color  of 
the  cloth,  and  the  facings  of  the  men’s  uniforms  were  according  to 
the  regulations;  and  what,  in  the  portraits,  might  appear  to  be  a 
slight  lee-way  for  officers’  uniforms,  particularly  in  the  coats,  is 
attributable  to  whims  of  the  tailor,  painter,  or  engraver.  In  no 
case  could  there  be  any  departure  from  the  color  of  the  buttons, 
lace,  and  other  appointments  as  prescribed  by  the  rules. 

The  complete  story  of  the  various  trappings,  such  as  we  have 
attempted  to  describe,  and  which,  in  their  time,  made  for  “the 
pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,”  is  yet  to  be  written.  To  that 
story  we  trust  we  have  contributed  a brief  chapter,  or  have,  at  least, 
supplied  a record  that  will  assist  in  recalling  from  oblivion  essential 
details  of  the  “make-up”  of  the  actors  in  a memorable  drama. 
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MINIATURE  PORTRAIT  OF  ROBERT  FULTON 
Painted  by  himself  after  Benjamin  West’s  Portrait 
Gift  of  Samuel  V.  Hoffman,  1924- 
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UNIFORMS  WORN  IN  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 

The  illustration  opposite  shows  the  uniform  of  the  New  York 
Artillery  Company  of  which  John  Lamb  was  Captain,  who  was 
authorized  to  raise  the  Company  in  July,  1775,  for  Continental 
service.  The  majority  of  the  artillery  companies  raised  during  the 
war  wore  blue  faced  with  scarlet  which  soon  became  the  prescribed 
dress  of  that  arm  of  the  service  in  the  American  Army  with  two 
exceptions,  that  of  Captain  John  Lamb’s  Company  as  pictured  and 
the  second  Artillery  Company  formed  by  order  of  the  New  York 
Provincial  Congress  in  January,  1776,  and  from  March  14,  1776, 
captained  by  Alexander  Hamilton  and  known  as  the  Colony  Artil- 
lery Company.  They  were  uniformed  in  blue  faced  with  buff  and 
leather  breeches  or  exactly  like  the  drawing  herewith. 

This  picture  is  reproduced  to  acquaint  the  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety with  the  work  of  the  late  Lt.  Charles  M.  Lefferts  who  painted 
fifty  pictures  of  troops  of  the  Revolutionary  War  depicting  the  uni- 
forms of  the  American,  British,  French,  and  Hessian  Armies.  The 
Society  will  publish  these  pictures  in  colors  if  sufficient  subscrip- 
tions are  received  in  advance  to  warrant  proceeding  with  the  book 
which  will  be  nine  by  twelve  inches  in  size  on  all  rag  paper  with 
each  picture  mounted.  The  text  will  be  the  description  of  each 
picture  written  by  Lt.  Lefferts  in  which  he  gives  much  valuable 
data  concerning  other  uniforms  not  pictured.  In  addition  to  these, 
will  be  printed  the  descriptions  of  many  uniforms  as  shown  by  the 
advertisements  in  the  Revolutionary  newspapers,  1775-1780  of  the 
deserters  from  the  American  Army  which  give  details  not  found 
elsewhere;  for  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  regulation  uniform 
was  not  adopted  until  October  2,  1779,  so  that  previous  to  that 
date  and  even  somewhat  later  until  the  regulation  uniforms  were 
supplied,  the  troops  wore  many  varied  costumes. 

The  volume  will  make  a very  handsome  publication,  and  a 
reference  work  of  great  value.  The  cost  will  be  about  twenty-five 
dollars  per  copy  and  the  edition  limited.  In  due  time  a prospectus 
will  be  sent  out  with  order  form  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  member- 
ship will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  subscribing  early 
as  the  edition  is  likely  to  be  taken. 
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LECTURES 

January  6th,  1925:  Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton  will  deliver  a 
lecture  on  “The  Battle  of  Eort  Washington,  November  16th,  1776." 
Stereopticon  illustrations. 

February  3,  1924:  “Mysterious  Nomads  of  the  North”  by  G. 
Clyde  Fisher,  Ph.D.,  Curator,  American  Museum  of  Natural  His- 
tory. Stereopticon  illustrations. 

March  3,  1924:  “Salvaging  the  History  of  New  York,”  by  Dr. 
Alexander  C.  Flick,  State  Historian,  New  York.  Stereopticon 
illustrations. 

April  7,  1923:  “The  Theatre  in  Old  New  York”  by  Professor 
George  C.  Odell,  of  Columbia  University. 


MEMBERS  ELECTED 
Life 

Mrs.  I.  Sheldon  Tilney 
William  Rhinelander  Stewart,  Jr. 

Annual 

Howard  M.  Canoune 
W.  Stanwood  Menken 


NECROLOGY 

Theodore  O.  Fraenkel,  a life  member  since  1921,  died  September 
27,  1924. 

Henry  F.  De  Puy,  a member  since  1902  and  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  1917-1923,  died  October  14,  1924,  in  the  65th 
year  of  his  age. 

Albert  J.  Hatch,  a member  since  1870,  died  October  26,  1924 
in  the  84th  year  of  his  age. 

Charles  Stebbins  Fairchild,  a life  member  since  1882,  died 
at  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  November  24,  1924,  in  the  82nd  year  of  his  age. 

Hon.  Edward  S.  Clinch,  a member  since  1897,  died  November 
24,  1924,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. 
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Hon.  E.  Henry  Lacombe,  a member  since  1904,  died  November 
28,  1924,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

Major  August  Belmont,  a life  member  since  1902,  died  Decem- 
ber 10,  1924,  in  the  72nd  year  of  his  age. 


NOTES 

The  Society  acquired  a valuable  collection  of  Cadwallader  Col- 
den  Papers  in  London,  which  add  greatly  to  the  Colden  papers 
printed  by  the  Society.  The  collection  will  make  possible  the  print- 
ing of  two  additional  volumes  of  the  Colden  Papers  besides  a revised 
edition  of  Colden’s  “ History  of  the  Five  Indian  Nations  ” with  a 
third  unpublished  part.  This  manuscript  is  the  most  important  of 
all  the  papers,  a more  detailed  account  of  which  will  appear  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Society  for  1924. 

Dr.  J.  Ackerman  Coles  presented  two  lithographs,  viz.:  St. 
Johns  Chapel  and  Park  in  1840  and  View  of  the  Park,  Fountain  and 
City  Hall,  New  York,  1841. 

Mr.  James  B.  Wilbur  presented  a complete  file  of  “Puck”  New 
York,  Volume  1 Number  1,  March  14,  1877  to  January  13,  1917, 
bound  in  eighty  volumes. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Heartman  presented  two  account  books  and  nine 
separate  manuscripts  relating  to  the  Livingstons  of  New  \ ork, 
1771-1816. 

Mr.  George  H.  Sullivan  presented  from  the  Estate  of  Mrs. 
William  H.  Moir  a collection  of  thirty-nine  manuscripts,  mostly 
deeds,  etc.,  for  property  in  Dey  Street,  New  York  City,  dated 
1771-1818;  also  a small  hair  trunk. 

The  Society  acquired  a collection  of  seventy-three  deeds  and 
papers  relating  to  the  Livingstons  of  New  York  variously  dated 
1713-1852. 

Mr.  Harry  Bland  presented  a miniature  of  John  Evers  (179 7“ 
1884)  a New  York  artist,  painted  by  himself. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Savage  presented  five  silver  teaspoons  marked  G. 
S.  Gelson,  a New  York  jeweller,  working  1827-1839. 
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Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  a rush  light  holder,  an  iron 
candle  and  rush  holder  and  a betty  lamp;  also  three  miniatures, 
viz.:  portraits  of  Pyam  Lincoln  (1782)  by  Meucci,  Mrs.  Callender 
by  Thomas  Edwards,  1824,  and  E.  L.  Robbins  painted  in  1839 
by  an  unknown  artist. 

Mrs.  Charles  Mayhoff  presented,  in  memory  of  her  brother  the 
late  Jefferson  M.  Levy,  the  sword,  belt  and  epaulets  of  her  uncle 
Commodore  Uriah  Phillips  Levy  (1792—1862),  who  purchased  and 
preserved  “ Monticello,  ” the  home  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

The  Society  acquired  in  London  two  interesting  wax  portraits 
(bas-reliefs)  of  General  George  Washington,  one  marked  “G.  Rouse, 
sculp.  179  7.” 

Mr.  Howard  M.  Canoune  presented  an  interesting  memento  of 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette’s  visit  to  New  York  in  1824:  a silk  ker- 
chief worn  on  that  occasion  August  15,  1824,  by  Sarah  Seabury, 
wife  of  Harvey  Wyckoff. 

Mr.  James  B.  Wilbur  represented  the  Society  at  the  Centen- 
nial Anniversary  exercises  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, December  2 and  3,  1924,  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  represented  the  Society  at  the  St. 
Nicholas  Society  Dinner,  December  6,  1924. 


EXHIBITIONS 

Mrs.  I.  Sheldon  Tilney  placed  with  the  Society  for  safe  keeping 
a very  interesting  collection  of  manuscripts  of  her  uncle  the  late 
Charles  Allen  Munn,  some  of  which  have  been  placed  on  exhibi- 
tion in  the  Portrait  Room  of  the  Society.  They  include: 

George  Washington  Orderly  Books,  July  9-October  18,  1 775? 
June  20-August  26,  1776,  June  27-August  8,  1779;  The  Journal 
of  Isaac  Senter,  physician  to  Arnold’s  Quebec  Expedition,  1775? 
Orderly  book  of  General  Nathaniel  Green,  November  1,  1781- 
January  31,  1782;  Orderly  Book  of  Major  John  Ross’s  Company  of 
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2d  Jersey  Regiment,  May  23-August  12,  1779;  Journal^of  Col. 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  Washington’s  military  secretary  from  “August 
1 2th  to  siege  of  York  in  Virginia  and  return  to  Phila.  November 
1781 Diary  of  Charles  Willson  Peale,  May  30-November  3,  1778; 
and  December  12,  1788-April  29,  1789;  Letter  Book  of  John  Trum- 
bull, copies  made  by  him  in  1818  of  letters  written  from  February 
22,  1777-June  11,  1789;  Letter  Book  of  John  Trumbull,  January 
8,  1809-November  5,  1810;  Autobiography  of  Benjamin  West,  in 
his  autograph;  Autograph  letter  signed  by  Houdon  addressed  to 
John  Trumbull,  dated  Paris,  August  9,  1805;  Autograph  letter 
signed  by  John  Trumbull,  addressed  to  Houdon  dated  June  20, 
1805;  Autograph  letter  signed  by  Charles  Willson  Peale,  addressed 
to  Franklin  Peale,  dated  at  Belfield,  October  23,  1814;  Letter  signed 
by  Sir  William  Pepperrell,  addressed  to  Captain  Chnste,  dated 
Springfield,  August  15,  1757;  Autograph  letter  signed  by  William 
Penn,  dated  at  London,  22d,  7th  month,  1685;  Autograph  letter 
signed  by  William  Penn,  addressed  to  Thomas  Lloyd,  dated  13th, 
1st  month,  1684-5;  Charles  Willson  Peak’s  certificate  of  member- 
ship  in  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  July  21,  1786,  signed 
by  Benjamin  Franklin  and  seven  others;  Washington’s  signed  auto- 
graph description  of  a survey  made  for  Thomas  Parker,  April  12, 
1750,  with  a map  of  the  tract  surveyed;  Autograph  letter  signed 
by  Lafayette  addressed  to  Baron  Steuben,  dated  May  10,  178D 
Autograph  letter  signed  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  addressed  to  Andrew 
Strahan,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  May  6,  1786;  Certificate  signed  by 
Paul  Revere,  Lt.  Col.,  that  Michael  Philips  was  discharged,  dated 
April  17,  1779;  Manuscript  map  of  Fort  Ticonderoga  and  its  depen- 
dencies, August,  1776;  Letter  signed  by  George  Washington, 
addressed  to  Col.  Benjamin  Tupper,  dated  May  20,  1782;  Map 
made  by  George  Washington  of  four  tracts  of  land  belonging  to 
him  on  the  Great  Kanawha  River,  (in  West  Virginia)  dated  Mount 
Vernon,  December  25,  1787;  Minutes  of  meetings  of  freeholders  of 
Westmoreland  Co.,  Virginia,  November  28,  1775-August  27,  1776. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Fifth  Avenue  Association,  the  Society 
placed  its  collection  of  Fifth  Avenue  views  on  special  exhibition  in 
commemoration  of  the  Centennial  of  the  opening  of  the  Avenue, 
1824-1924;  the  official  celebration  of  which  occurred  during  the 
week  of  November  15-22,  1924. 


116 


THE  NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


COLONIAL  COMMISSIONS 
1680-1772 
V 

1718- Oct.  28.  Adolph  Phillipse,  Caleb  Heathcote,  George 

Clarke,  Isaack  Hicks,  & Wm.  Willett  to  be  Commissioners 
on  the  part  of  N.  York,  for  running  the  Connecticut 
boundary  line. 

Nov.  6.  Pardon  of  Rich.  Caverly  and  Jer.  Huggins,  pirates. 
Dec.  19.  Commission  to  James  Riggs  to  be  Captain  of  the 
Independent  Company  of  Foot  at  New  York,  vice  P. 
Mathews,  deceased. 

1719—  Feb.  18.  Commission  to  Theodore  Colby  to  be  Naval 

Officer  of  New  York. 

Feb.  18.  Thos.  Fell  to  be  Depy.  Searcher  of  Customs. 

March  20.  — Robert  Lurting,  Wm.  Carter  and  Fr’s. 

Harrison  to  be  Public  Appraisers. 

April  15.  - John  Stevensen  to  be  Ranger  of  the  County 

of  Westchester. 

April  20.  — — John  Gara  to  be  Serjt.  at  Arms  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

May  1.  Robert  Walter,  Isaac  Hicks  and  Allan  Gerard 

to  cooperate  with  certain  persons  to  be  appointed  by 
New  Jersey  to  determine  the  Northernmost  branch  of 
the  Delaware  River  and  that  part  of  it  lying  in  41  deg. 
40  m. 

May  21.  Pardon  of  Thos.  Hickley,  a pirate. 

July  7.  Commission  to  Cadwallader  Colden  to  be  Ranger  of 
the  County  of  Ulster. 

July  8.  Aug.  Graham  to  be  Surveyor  General. 

Aug.  21.  -Thomas  Husk  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 

Orange. 

Sept.  7.  Lancaster  Symes  to  be  Ranger  of  the  County 

of  Orange. 

Nov.  13.  Allane  Jarrett  to  be  Surveyor  General. 

Nov.  25.  Caleb  Heathcote  and  William  Willett  to  be 
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Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of 
Westchester. 

jyj^_Dec.  31.  License  to  Philip  Livingston  to  be  Attorney  at  Law. 

1720-Jan.  22.  Commission  of  David  Jamieson  to  be  Attorney 
General,  vice  Rayner,  deceased. 

Feb.  2.  Order  of  His  Majesty  to  appoint  Cadwallader 
Colden,  Surveyor  General  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

Feb.  12.  License  to  Major  Timothy  Bagley  to  manufacture 
oil  from  the  Drift  Whales  between  Nicholls  gut  and  the 
West  of  Gravesend  Beach. 

March  17.  Pardon  of  Hannah  Treavers,  a convict. 

April  21.  Commission  of  Cadwallader  Colden  to  be  Surveyor 
General  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

May  6.  Pardon  of  William  Smith,  a convict. 

May  28.  Commission  of  Thomas  Farmar  to  be  Escheator 
General  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  vice  Aug.  Graham, 
deceased. 

June  8.  John  Warren  to  be  Capt.  of  the  Independent 

Company  of  New  York,  vice  Richbell. 

June  10.  Commission  of  Governor  Burnet  to  be  Captain  of 
the  Independent  Company  of  New  York,  vice  Gov. 
Hunter. 

June  11.  License  to  Samuel  Clowes,  Senr.,  to  be  Attorney  at 
Law. 

July  20.  Commission  of  David  Blagge  to  be  Ranger  of 
Manhattans. 

Oct.  31.  — — Henry  Holland  to  be  Searcher  of  the  Cus- 

toms for  the  Counties  of  Albany,  Dutchess,  Ulster  and 
Orange. 

Nov.  12.  Peter  Schuyler,  Hendrik  Hansen,  John  Cuyler, 

Peter  Van  Brugh,  Evert  Banker,  Henry  Holland,  Phillip 
Livingston,  John  Collins,  John  Wendell  of  Stone  Rawbe, 
and  John  Bleeker  to  be  Commissioners  and  Robt.  Liv- 
ingston Senr.  to  be  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Nov.  24.  License  to  John  Cornell  to  manufacture  Oil  from 
drift  Whales,  West  of  Gravesend  Beach. 

1721-Jan.  3.  Commission  of  Robert  Hudson  to  be  Preventive 
Officer  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
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Henry  Wileman  to  be  Coroner  of  N.  York. 

- Francis  Harrison  to  be  Surveyor  of  the  Port 


1721-Jan.  5.  - 

Jan.  18.  ■ 

of  New  York. 

May  9.  John  Lloyd  to  be  Deputy  Post  Master  General 

throughout  British  North  America. 

June  30.  Philip  Livingston  to  be  Clerk  of  the  County 

of  Albany. 

July  3.  Commission  of  Isaac  Bobin  to  be  Register  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  the  Province  of  New  York. 

July  6.  Reprieve  of  a Negro  Woman  convicted  of  Infanticide. 

July  28.  Commission  of  James  Alexander  to  execute  the 
office  of  Attorney  General  of  the  Province  of  N.  York, 
vice  Jamison. 

Aug.  10.  — — Robert  Hudson  to  be  Treasurer  of  the  County 


of  Suffolk. 
Aug.  14. 


Francis  Harrison  to  be  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Vice  Admiralty  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  vice  Caleb 
Heathcote,  deceased. 

Aug.  26.  Dedimus  Potestatem  to  Isaac  Bobin  to  administer 
the  oath  to  Executors  and  Administrators  of  Wills. 

Oct.  5.  Commission  of  Francis  Harrison  to  be  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty  in  the  Provinces  of  New 
York,  Connecticut  and  the  Jerseys. 


1722- Feb.  27.  Commission  of  Henry  Holland  to  be  Capt.  of  the 

Independent  Company  of  Fuzileers  in  New  York,  vice 
Warren,  deed. 

Feb.  27.  James  Banks  to  be  Lieut,  of  the  Fuzileers, 

vice  Holland. 

Sept.  24.  Order  of  His  Majesty  to  appoint  Richard  Bradley 
Attorney  General  of  the  Province  of  N.  York,  vice  John 
Rayner,  deceased. 

Oct.  5.  License  of  Gabriel  Hinton  to  be  Attorney  at  Law. 
Oct.  10.  Commission  of  Henry  Holland  to  be  Searcher  of 
Customs  for  the  County  of  Albany. 

1723- Jan.  5.  License  to  Samuel  Hopkins  to  be  Attorney  at  Law. 
March  11.  Commission  of  Richard  Bradley  to  be  Attorney 

General  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  vice  Rayner, 
deceased. 
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